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On DEATH. 



PSALM xxiii, 4. 

Tea, though I walk through the valley of the Jhadow 
(f deaths I will fear no evil ; for thou art with 
me I thy rod and thy fi^jf they comfort me. 



X HIS Pfalm exhibits the pleafing pifture of a 
pious man rejoicing in the goodnefs of Heaven. 
He looks around him on his ftate, and his heart 
overflows with gratitude. When he reviews the 
pad part of his life, he contemplates God as his 
Jhepherdf who hath made him lie down in green paf^ 
iures, and led him beftde the ftill waters. When he 
confiders the prefent, he beholds his divine bene- 
faflor 'preparing a table for him in the prefence of his 
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enemies^ and making bh cup run over. When he 
looks forward to the future, he confides io the fame 

foodnefs, as continuing to follow him all the days of 
is life J and bringing him to dwell in the houje of the 
Lord forever. Amidfl; thefe images of tranqoillity 
^qd happincfs, one objefl: prefcnts itfelf^ which is 
fufficient to overcaft the mind^ and to damp the 
joy of the greatefl: part of men ; that is, the ap«, 
proach of death. But on the Pfalmift it produced 
no fuch effetl:,' With perfefl compofure and fe- 
renity, h^ looks forward to the time lyheq he is to 
pafs through the valley of the Jhadow of death. The 
profpeft, inftead of dejoifting him, appears to height 
ten his triumph, by that fecurity which the prefence 
pf his almighty guardian afforded him. / will fear 
no -evil, for thou art with me : and purfuing the al- 
lufion with which he had begun, exults in the hope 
that the fhepberd who had hitherto condu£led him^ 
would fuppoil: him with his y?^J^ while he paffed 
through that dark and perilous region, and with his 
rod, or paftoral ^rook, ^oijld gu^r4 him from ev^ 
ery danger. 

3uch is the happy di(lin£lion which good men 
enjoy, in a fituation the moft formidable to human 
nature. That threatening fpcftre which appals 
Others, carries no terrour to them. While worldly 
menarejuftly faid through fear of Death to be all 
iheir life-time JubjeSl to bondage, to the righteoyson- 
ly it belongs to look on death, and fmile. Since 
then it 13 in the power qf religion to confer upon 
ixs fo high a privilepre, let us adventure to eontem- 
plate fteadily this laft foe \^'hom we muft all encoun. 
ter. Let us conlider what d^ath is in itfelf^j z^nd by 
what means good men^are enabled to meet it with 
fortityde. Though the fubjeft may be reckoned 
rioomy, it muft he admitted to be interefting. The 
(Ipfe of l^e is a folen^n and important event, t^ 

which 
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which every wife ipan will have regard in the gen- 
eral tenour of his conduQt^ No one can a^ his 
part with propriety, who confiders not how it is to 
terminate ; and to exclude from our thoughts what 
we cannot prevent from a£i«ally taking place; is the 
refuge of none but the timorous and weak. We 
ai'e more encouraged to enter on this meditation, 
by refle6ling on the fuperiour advantages which, as 
phriftians, we enjoy for overcoming the fear of 
death, beyond that holy man whofe fentiment is 
now before us. Thofe great obje6ls which he be- 
held through the medium of types and figures, are 
clearly revealed to us. That difpenfatioii of grace 
which in his days began to open, is now complet- 
ed. That life and immortality, which then only 
dawned on the world, h^ve now ihoae fpf th witli 
full light and fplendqur. 

Death may be confidered in three views: a$ 
the reparation of the foul from the body ; as the 
coneluiion of the preCent life; as the entrance in ^ 
to a new ftate of exiftence. In the prft viei^, it is ^ 
regarded as painful and agonizing. In the fecond, 
it is melancholy and dejefling. In the third, it is 
awful and alarming. One of the firft enquiries which 
occurs concerning it i^, for what purpofes it was 
clothed with all thefe terrours ? Why, under the 
government of a gracious Being, the terniination 
of life was loaded with fo much forroW and diftrefs? 
We know that, in confequence of the fall, death was 
infli£):ed as ^ punilhment upon the human race. 
Sut no uqncceffary fev^rities are ever exercifed by 
God ; and the wifdom and goodnefs of the di^ 
vine plan will be much illuftrated, by obferving that 
all the formidabfe circumftances which atteqd death 
are, in the prefcnt fituation of mankind, abfolutely 
T^qqiSte tp the prqppr govermntpt Qf the world, 
A a Th^ 
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The terrors of death are, in faft, the great guardi^ 
aos of life. They excite in every individual that 
dell re of felf prefervation, which is nature's firft law- 
They reconcile him to bear the diftrefles of life with 
patience. They prompt him to undergo its ufeful 
and neceffary labours with alacrity ; and they re- 
train him from many of thofe evil courfes by which 
his fafety would be endangered. While they are 
in fo many refpeOis beneficial to the individual^ 
they are, at the fame time, the fafeguard <rf fociety. 
If death were not dreaded and abhorred^ as it is 
by men, no public order could be preferved in 
the world. The fword of authority were lifted up 
in vain. The fanflions of law would lofe their ef- 
feft. The fcaffold and the executioner would be 
derided ; and the violent left to trample unreftrain- 
ed on the rights of the peaceful. If, notwithftandU 
ing the reftraints which felf prefervation impofes, 
fociety is fo often difturbed by the crimes of the 
wicked, what a fcene of coftfufioil would it become, 
if capital punifliments, which are the laft refource 
of government, were of no influence to deter oR» 
fe^iders! 

For fuch important ends the . conclufion of life 
haS; by the appointment of Preyide'nce, been made 
an awful objeft. The valley of death has been 
planted with terrours to the apprehenfion of men. 
Here, as in many Qther inftances, what feemed at 
firft to arraign the goodnefs of the Deity, is upon 
enquiry found to confirm it. But though for the 
naoft falutary purpofes, it was rcquifite that the fear 
of death fhould be a powerful principle in human 
nature, yet, like our other propenfities, it is apt, 
when left to itfelf, to run into excefs* Over many 
it ufurps fuch an afccndant as to debafe their char-r 
after, and to defeat the chief ends of living. To 
preferve it within fuch bounds that it fl^U not in^ 
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terrupt us ia preforming the proper offices and du« 
ties c^ life, is the diilin£lion of the brave man above 
the coward ; and to furmount it in fuch a degree 
that it fliaU not, even in near profpeft, dejeO: our 
fpirit, or trouble our peace, is the great preference 
which virtue enjoys above guilt. It has been the 
ftudy of the wife and reflefting, in every age, to 
attain this fkadinefs of mind* Philofophy purfu- 
ed it as its chief objefl ; and profeffed ^hat the great 
end of its difcipline was, to enable its votaries to 
conquer the fear of death. Let us then, before we 
have recou)rfe to the more powerful aid of religion, 
hearken for a little to what reafon has fuggefted 
on this fubjed:. Her affiftance may, perhaps, be not 
entirely defpicable ; and though the armour which 
ihe offers be not completely Df proof, it may fcrve» 
'however, to turn afide, or to blunt, fome of the 
Ihafts which are aimed againlt us by the laft foe^ 

Afteb. this manner fiie may be fuppofed to ad« 
drefs mankind, in order to reconcile them to their 

fate* Children of men ! it is well known to you, 

that you are a mortal race. Death is the law of 
your nature, the tribute of your being, the debt 
which all are bound to pay. On thefe terms you 
feeeived life, that you fliould be ready to give it up, 
whefi Providence calls you to make room for others, 
who, in like manner, when their time is come, (hall 
follow you. He who is unwilling to fubmit to 
death when Heaven decrees it, deferves not to have 
lived. You might as reafonably complain, that 
you did not live before the time appointed for your 
coming into the world, as lament that you are not 
to live longer, when the period of your quitting it is 
arrived. What divine providence hath made nei. 
ceffary, human .prudence ought to comply with 
cheerfully. Submit at any rate you muft; and is 
A 2 it 



» i 



Digitized 



by Google 



1^ On Deaih. iSiR^f. i^ 

knot tftuch tetter to follow of your own accorcJ^' 
than to be dragged reluClantly, and by force ? What 
privilege haVe yoii to plead, or what rcafon to urge,. 
Ivhy you (hould poffefs an exemption from the com-* 
tnon doom ? AH things around you arc mortal and 
perifhing. Cities,' ftates, and empires have theif 
period fet. The proudeft itionuments of human art 
moulder into duft. Even the works of nature wax 
old and decay. In the midft of this univerfal tend- 
ency to change,- could you expeft that to your frame 
alone a permanent duration Ihould be giyeir T All 
who haVe gone before you^ have fubmitted to the 
ilroke of death. All who are to cofne after you, 
fliall undergo the fame fate. The great and the 
good, the prince and the peafant, the renowned and 
the obfcut Cj travel alike the road tvhich leads to th<i 
grave. At the moment when you expire, thou-* 
fands throughout the world fhall, together with you, 
be yielding up their breath. Can that be held a 
great Calamity which is cotnmott to you with every 
thing that lives on earth ; which is an event as much 
according to tiie courfe of nature, as it is that leaves 
ihould fall in autumn, or that fruit (hould drop 
from the tree when it is fully ripe ? 

The pain of death cannot be very long, and is prob- ' 
ably lefs fevere than what yon have at othcf 
times experienced. The pomp of death is mor^ 
terrifying than death itfelf. It is to the weaknefs 
of imagination that it owes its chief power of dejeft- 
ing your fpirits ; for when the force of the mind is 
roufed, there is almofl no pafEon in our nature but 
what has fhcJwed itfelf able to overcome the fear of 
death. Honour has defied death ; love has defpif- 
cd it ; Ihame has rulhed upon it • revenge has dif- 
regarded it ; grief a thoufand times has wiflicd for 
its approach. Is it not ftrange that reafon and 
virtue cannot give you ilrength to furmount thai 
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fear which> even in feeble minds, fo many pafliionf 
have conquered ? What inconfiltency is there iii 
complaining fo much of the evils of lire^ and being 
at the fame time To afraid of what is to terminate 
them all ? Who can tell whether his future life 
might not teem with difailers and miferies^ as yet 
unknown^ were it to be prolonged according to his 
wi(h ? At any rate^ is it defirable to draw life out to 
the laft dregs^ and to wait till old age pour upon 
you its whole ftore of difeafes and forrows ? You 
lament that you are to die ; but did you view your 
iituation pipperly, you would have much greater 
caufe to lament if you were chained to this life for 
two or three hundred years, without poflibility of 
releafe. £xpe£); therefore calmly that which is aat-i 
ural in itfelf^ and which muft be fit, becaufe it is 
the appointment of Heaven. Perform your duty 
as a good fubjefl of the Deity, during the time aL 
lotted you ; and rejoice that a period is fixed for 
your dlfmiffion from the prefent warfare^ Remem* 
ber that the Ilavifh dread of death deftroys all 
the comfort of that life which you feek to preferve* 
Better to undergo the ftroke of death at once, than 
to live in perpetual mifcry from the fear of dying. 

Su^cH difcourfes as thele are fpecious at leaftg 
and plaufible. The arguments are hot without 
ftrength, and ought to produce fome effe£i on a 
confiderate refle6ling mind* But it is to be fufpe6l^ 
edthat theireffeftwill be chiefly felt when the mind 
is qalm and at eafe ; rather when {peculating upon 
death at a diftance, than When beholding it at hand^ 
When the critical moment arrives whicn places the 
anxious trembling foUl on the borders of an un- 
known world, reafonings drawn from neceffity and 
propriety will, be of fmall avail tb quiet its alarmsi. 
In order to afford relief you muft give it hope • 

A 4 you 
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you muff promife it protcftion • you ifiuft oflpBf 
lomewhat on which it can lay hold fw fupporl a^ 
midft the ftragglcs of labouring nature. Htnce 
the great importance of thofe difcovcries which rev- 
dation has made, and of thofe principlea with which 
it fortifies the heart. To the confideration of Ihefe 
let us next proceed, and obferve their fuperior ef- 
ficacy for furmounting the fear of death. In order 
to judge of their importance, it will be proper to 
take a view of death in each of thofe lights in wbicb 
it appears mod formidable to mankind. 

It may be confidercd, firft,as the termination of 
our prefent exiftence ; the final period of all it^ joy» 
and hopes. The concluding fcene of any courfc 
of a£lion in which we have been engaged with pl^a*^ 
* fure, even the laft. fight of objefts which we have? 
been long accuftomed to behold, feldom fails of 
flriking the mind with painful regret. How ma- 
ny circumflances will concur to heighten that rt* 
gret, when the time c6mes of our bidding an eter- 
nal adieu to the light of day ; to every puriiiit whkh 
had occupied our attention as citizens of tht world j 
and to every friend and relation who had attach- 
ed our hearts ? How dejefling is the thought to 
the greateft part of men, that the fun (ball rife; and 
the feafons fhall return to others, but no more tb 
them ; and that while their neighbours are engag- 
ed in the ufual aflPiairs of life, they fliali be fiiut up 
in a dark lonefoine marifion, forgotten and cut oflF 
from among men, as though they had never been ! 
If aid, iit the cutting off my days, I Jkall go to the 
gates oj the grave. 1 am deprived oj the refidue of 
my years. I fhall not fee the Lord again in the land 
of the living. I fhall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world\ 
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Let us now obferve, that the deje^on into which 
we are apt to fink at fuch a junfture, will bear pro- 
portion to the degree of our attachment to the 
objefls which we leave^ and to the importance 
of thofe refources which remain with us when they 
are gone. He who is taking farewell of a country 
through which he had travelled with fatisfadion^ 
and he who is driven from his native land, with 
which he bad connefted' every idea of fettlement 
and comfort, will have very different feelings at the 
time of departure. Such is the difference which, at 
the hour df death, takes place between the righteous 
and the ungodly « The latl^ knows nothing higher 
or better than the prefent ftate of exiftence. His inw 
ter^s,hi5 pleafures,his expe£lations all cente red here. 
He lived fokl^ for the enjoyments of this worlds 
Drradful, therefore, and inlupportable mud be thai; 
event whic^ fepatates him from thefe for ever. 
Whereas the culture of religion bad previoufly 
formed the mind of the chriftian for a calrfi and eafy 
tranfition from this life* It had inftrufled him ia 
the proper elUmate of fublunary happinefs. 1 1 had 
fet ingfaer profpeds before him. It had formed 
him to a more refined taffe of enjoyment^ than whac 
the common lound of worldly amufements could 
gratify. It gave him connexions and alliances with 
fpiritual o^e6ls, which are unknown to the men of the 
world. Hence, though he be attached to life by 
the natural feelings of humanity, he is raifed above 
the weak and unmanly regret of parting with it. He 
knew that it was intended as preparatory only to a 
fuccceding ftate. ' As foon as the feafon of prepar- 
ation ihould be finiflied, he expeSed a removal ; 
and when Providence gives the fignal, Ije bids adieu 
to the world with compofed refolution and undif- 
turbed heart. What though death internipt him 
in the middle of his defigns, and break off the plans 
' - " whicb 
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which he had formed, of being ufeful to his family 
and the world ? all thefe he leaves with tranquillity 
in the hands of that Providence to which he has 
ever been accuftomed to look up with refignation j 
which governed the world wifely and gracioufly 
before he exifted ; and which he knows will con- 
' ' 4liue to govern it with equal wifdom and benigni- 
ty when he fliall be in it no mote* The time of 
his departure was not left to his own choice i but 
he believes it lo be the moft proper, becaufe it is the 
time chofen by him who cannot err. Honourable 
cgt is not that which flandtth in length of time^ nor 
that which is meafured by number of years. But wif^ 
dom is the grey hair to man ; and an unfpotttd life i^ 
old age^. When Jie beholds his friends and rela- 
tions mourning around him, his heart may melt, 
but will not be over powered ; for it i^ relieved by 
the thought that he is bidding them only a tempo- 
rary, not an eternal farewef. He commends tbem 
if! the mean time^ to the bleffing of that God whom 
he has ferved ; and while he is parting from them^ 
he hears a voice which fooths his fpirit with* thofe 
comforting words. Leave thy fatherlefs- children ; I 
willpreferve them alive ; and let thy widow trufi in 
.mef. 

But death is more than the concluCon of human 
life. It is the gate which, at the fame tim6 that it 
clofes on this world, opens into eternity. Under 
this view, it has often been the fubjeftof terrour to 
the ferious and reftefting. The tranfitiomthey were 
about to make was awful. Before them lay a vaft 
undifcovered region, from whofe bourn no travd-^ 
ler ever returned to bring information of the recep- 
tion which he found, or of the objfefts which he 
met with there. The firft conception which fug;* 

geftft. 
• Wif(L of Solomon, xtj g, 9. f J ercni. xlix . 1 1 . 
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{efts itfelf is, that the difembodted fpirit is to ap^ 
pear before its Creator, who is then fo aft as its 
Judge. The ftrift inquifitioA which it muft un- 
dergo, the impartial doom which it muft hear pro«» 
nounced^ atld the unalterable ftate to which it ftiall 
be afligtied, are awful forms rifing before the imagin- 
ation. They are ideas which confcience forces upon 
all. Mankind can neither avoid con fidering them* 
felves as accountable creatures, nor avoid viewing 
death as the feafon when their account is to be giv- 
en. Such a fentiment is with moft men the fourcc 
of dread ; with ail oieti, of anxiety. To a certain de« 
gree a good confcience will a>n vey comfort. The re- 
flexion on a well fpent life makes a wide difference 
between the laft moments of the righteous and the 
finner. But, whofe confcience is fo clear as to ftrike 
him with no remorfe ? Whofe righteoufnefs is fo 
tmblemifhed as to abide the fcrutiny of the great 
fearcher of hearts ? Who dares reft his everlafting 
fate upon his perfefl: conformity to the rule of duty 
throughout the whole of his life ? 

We muft not judge of the fentimcnts of men at 
the Approach of death by their ordinary train of 
thought in 4he days of health and eafe. Their view^ 
of moral conduft aire then, too generally, fuperficial ; 
flight excufes fatisfy their minds, and the avocations 
ft)r life prevent their attection from dwelling long on 
difagreeable fubje&s. But when altogether with- 
drawn from the affairs of the world, they are lefis 
to their own refleflions onpaft condu^ ; with their 
fpirits enfeebled by difeafe, and their minds impreffed 
with the terrors criF^in invifible region ; the moft re- 
folute are apt to defpond, and even the virtuous ar< 
in danger of finking under the remembrance of their 
errourg and , frailties. The trembling mind cafts 
every where around an anxious exploring eye after 
any power that can uphold, any mercy that will 
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Ihield and fave it. And accordingly vrt fee how 
eagerly every device has been embraced which fuper- 
flition could invent in various countries, for quietin|; 
the alarms of the departing fpirit. 

Here appears the great importance of thofe diC 
coveries which Chriflianity has made conctrning the 
government of the univerfe. It difplays the enfigns 
of grace and clemency. It reveals the Almighty 
not as a creator only and a judge, but as a compaf* 
fionate parent, who Inom ourjranu^ who rtmcmbers 
v>c are daji, who pities us as ajaihtr piiielh his childm 
ren ; ana with whom there is/orgivenefs^ that he may 
be^ loved as well as feared. Thefe general vicws^ 
Ifiowever, of the divine adminiflration, would not 
have been fufficient to give full relief, if they bad 
not been confirmed by certain deciiive fafts to whick 
the mind can appeal amidft all its doubts andfeai^s^ 
Two fuch fafls the gofpel holds forth to us, parties 
ularly adapted to the fituation of human nature in 
its greateft extremity ; the atonement and the intct-k 
cefiion of Chrift« There is no fentiment more nat-i^ 
ural to men than this^ that guik muft be expiaited 
by fu£Fering. All government is founded on the 
principle, that public juftice requires cQmpenfation- 
for crimes ; and all religioi^s proceed upon the 
belief^ that, in order to the pardon of the finner, atone^ 
ment muft be made to the juftice of heaven* Hebce^ 
the endlefs variety of facrifices, vi£tims, and expia^ 
iions which have filled the earth. The gr^at faerie 
fice which our Redeemer offered for guilt, toincides 
•with thefe natural fentiments of mankind in giving 
eafe to the heart. It fliows us. the forfeit of guilt 
paid by a divine perfonage in our behalf ; and al- 
lows us to look up to the Govemour of the world, 
as merciful to the guilty in confiftency with juftice 
and order. But Rill fome anxiety might remain 
concerning the extention of that mercy to our own 
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cafe in particular. An invifible fovereign is an aw-, 
fttl idea ; almighty, unkncwn power, is always fortni. 
idable^ and would be ready to overwhelm the fpirit 
of the feeble, were not an interccffor with that fov- 
ereign revealed. This interceffor is one who lived 
and a3:ed in our own nature ; who not only knows^ 
but who experienced our frailty ; who has all 
the feelings of a brother for human infirmity and 
diftrefs ; who himfelf pafled through that valley of ih§ 
Jkadow (ff death which is now opening on us ; to whofe 
powerful meditation with his Father we have every 
encouragement to commit the charge of our de- 
parting fpirit.— -Such is the provifion which Chrift- 
ianity has made for comforting the laft hours of man. 
The atonement, and the intercefflon of Chrift, are the 
refuge of the penitent finner, and the confolation of 
the faint. By their means the throiic of the univerfc 
is encircled with mercy. The cloud which hung 
over the invifible world begins to be difperfed ; and 
hope brightens through the gloom. 

But what completes the triumph of good men 
over death is, the profpcft of eternal felicity. This 
was the great objeft after which all nations have 
fighed, as the only complete remedy both of the 
xniferies of life and the fears- of death. On this, 
the learned and the ignorant, the civilized and the 
favage tribes of mankind bend their longing eyes ; 
eagerly grafping at every argument, and fondly in-, 
dulging every hope, that could promife them a pro- 
pitious Deity, and the prolongation of exiftence in a 
happier ftate. 'But T^eyond wiflies and feeble ex- 
pectations, the light of nature could hardly reach. 
Even the moft cultivated, philofophical mind was, 
at the hour of diffolution, left in painful fufpenfe. 
Chriftianity has put an end to all hefitation and 
doubt on this important fubjeCl. It has drawn 
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afide the veil through which reafon eSayed topene* 
Uate ; and has difplayed to full view the future dwelU 
ings of the fpirits of the juft, the tnanfions of ever-^ 
lafting reft, the city of the living God. Not only has 
it informed us that a ftate of perfe6l felicity is pre-> 
pared for the righteous, but it has added to this in* 
formation a variety of circumftances which render 
that ftate fenfible to our imagination^ and encour* 
aging to our hopes. It reprefents it as fully fecur^ 
ed by the gracious undertaking of the Saviour of the 
world. 1 1 defcribes it as an inheritance, to which his 
followers have a right and title. He is faid to have 
taken poffeffion of it in their name. He rofe from 
the grave z& the firft fruits of them that JUep i and 
under the charaSer of thtix forerunner, entered in- 
to the heavenly regions. / am the refurre^ion and 
the life. He that helieveth on me, though he were dead, 
yetjhall he live. I give unto myfieep eternal life. I 
afcend to my Father andyour Father, to my God ^nd 
your God^. 

Hence, to thofe who have lived a virtuous life, 
and who die in the faith of Cbrift, the whole afpe£l 
of death is changed. Death is to them no longer tho 
tyrant who approaches with his iron rod, but the 
meiTdnger who brings the tidings of life and liber^ 
iy. The profpefts which open to them cheer their 
minds. Even in the valley of death's (hade, green 
fajiures appear to rife. They view themfelves as 
going forth, not to lie filent and folitary in the 
darknefs of the grave, not to wander forfaken in the 
wide deferts of the univerfe, not even to pafs into a 
region where they are altogether ftrangers and un- 
known; but to enter on aland, new indeed to 
fight, but by faith and hope frequented long before ; 
where they fliall continue to be under the charge 
of him whp hath hitherto been their guardian^ b^ 
^ |:eunite4 
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reunited to - many of their ancient and beloved 
friends^ aad admitted to join the inrmmeraile tnultU 
tude^ gathered out of all natiansy andtot^gueSf andpeo^ 
^Icy who ft and before the throne of God, They leave 
behind the dregs of their nature ; and exchange this 
confined and gloomy apartment of the univcrfe, for 
the glorious manfions of their father's houfe. Bleff-. 
ed furely arc the dying in this hope, and blejfed the 
dead in this frijftion, reftingfrotn their labours y andfoL 
lowed by their works. Good men are detained at 
prefent in the outer court of the temple : Death 
admits them into the holy place. A% yet they fo- 
journ in the territories of pilgrimage and exile : , 
Death brings them home to the native land of Spi-. 
rits. In this world they are divided from one ano- 
ther^ and mingled with the worthlefs and the vile ; 
Death unites in one affembl/ all the pure and the 
juft. In the fight of the univerfe theyfeemed to die^ 
and their departure was taken for utter deftruHion. 
But they ar^ in peace, ^heir reward alfo is with the 
Lordy and the car€of them with the Moft High *.— ^ 
O Death I where is now thy fling ? O Grave! where 
is thy vi£lory ? Where are the terrours with which 
thou haft fo long affrighted the nations ? Where are 
thy dreary and defolate domains, the haunts of fpec- 
tres and fliades, the abhorred dwellings of darknefs 
and corruption ? At the touch of the divine rod, 
thy vifionary horrours have fled. The fpell is bro- 
ken. The dawn of the celefti^l morning has dif^ 
pelled thy difmal gloom ; and, inftead oi the habita^ 
tions ofdragonsy appear the paradife of God. 

But fuppofing bgfh the regret of quitting life, 
and the dread of entering into a future flate to be 
overcome, there is ftill one circumftance which ren-r 
4crs death formidable to many i that is, the ffiod( 

whtcJh-^ 
t Wif40D) pf Solomon, iii, a, 3.— v. 15. 
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which nature is apprehending to fuftainat the fepau 
ration of the foul from the body. Formidable, I 
admit, this may juftly render it to them whofe lan-r 
guifliing fpirits have no inward fund whence thejr 
can then draw relief. Firmnefs and ftrength of mind 
is peculiarly requifite for the fupport of nature in its 
la ft extremity ; and that ftrength is fupplied by re-^ 
ligion. The teftimony of a good confcience, and 
the remembrance of a virtuous life^ ^ well ground^ 
ed trufl in the divine acceptance^ and a firm hope 
of future felicity, are principles fufficient to give 
compofure and fortitude, to the hearty even in the 
midtt of agony. In what a high degree they can 
fufpend or alleviate the feelings of pain, has been 
fully demonftrated by the magnanimous behaviour 
of fuch as have fuffered death inthecaufe ofcon-r 
fclence and religion. How often has the world be* 
held them advancing to meet that fuppofed king of 
terrours, not with calmnefs only, but with joy ; raif- . 
cd by divine profpefts and hopes into an intire neg-i. 
lefiand contempt of bodily fufiering? 

It is not without reafon that a peculiar affiftance 
from heaven is looked for by good men at the hour 
of death. As they are taught to believe, that in all 
the emergencies of their life divine goodnefs has 
watched over them, they have ground to conclude, 
that at the laft it will not forfake them ; but that at 
the feafon when its aid Is moft needed, it fhall be 
mod liberally communicated. Accordingly, a per- 
lliafion fo congruous to the benignity and compaf- 
fion of the Father of mercies, has been the comfort 
of pious men in every age. My^ejh end my heart 
faileth\ hut God is the ftrength of my heart. In the 
valley of the Jhadow of death I will fear no evily fof 
thou rat v:ith me. When the rod and ftaffoi this 
Shepherd of Ifra^l are held forth to his expiring 
fiervants, declining nature needs no other fupport. 

The 
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The fecret iiifluetide of his reviving fpirit is fuffi-. 
cient for their confolation and ftrength, while the 
painful ftruggle with mortality lafts ; till at length, 
when the moment arrives th^itibejilver €ordmuft beloof^ 
td^ and the golden bowl be brokerly their Almighty Pro- 
teftor carries off the immortal fpirit unhurt by the fall 
of its earthly tabernacle^ and places it in a better man-* 
fion. — How refpeftable and happy i^ fuch a conclu- 
fion of human life, when one in this manner quits the 
ftageof timcj horioured and fupplorted with thepre- 
fence of his Creator, and enjoying; till the lafl moment 
Df refleftion, the pleafing thought, that he has not liv* 
cd in vain ! / have fought d goodjight ; I havtjinijhei 
iny cohrfe ; I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown ofrighteoufnefs, xdhich the Lord 
the righteous Judge Jb all give me ai that day *. 

ArT£R the vitw which We have taken of the ad- 
Vantages polfeffed by good men for overcoming the 
fears of death, the firft fentimerit which fhould arife 
in our minds^ is gratitude to Heaven for the hopes 
which we enjoy by nieanS df the Chriftian religion* 
How depreffed and calamitous was the hiiman con* 
ditiori, as long as the terrdur of death hiingj like a 
dark cloudy over the inhabitants of the earth ; when, 
after all the toils of life, the melancholy filence of 
the grave appeared finally to clofe the fcene of ex- 
iftence ; or, if a futufe ftate opened behind it, that 
ftate teemed with all thofe forms of horrour which 
confcious guilt could fugged to a terrified imagina- 
tion ! The happieft change which ever took place 
in the circumftances of the hilman face, is that pro- 
duced by the difcoveries with which we are bleffed 
concerning the government of the univerfe, the re* 
demption of the world, and the future deftination of 
man. How much dignity is thereby added to the 
•aTim.i?.7. s. human 
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human chara6ler and ftate! What h'ght and cheer*, 
fulnefs is introduced into our abode ! What eternal 
praife is due to Him, who, according to his abun^ 
dant mercy ^ hath begotten us again into a lively hope, 
by the refurreBion of jfefus Chriji from the dead^ to 
an inheritance incorruptible ^ unaefiled, and that/ad^ 
eth not away, referved in heaven ? 

The next eflFefl which the fubjeft we have con- 
fidered fhould produce, is an earned de&re to ac- 
quire thofe advantages which good men enjoy at. 
their death. The road which leads to them is plain 
and obvious. A peaceful and happy death is, by 
the appointment of Heaven, connefted with a holy 
and virtuous life. Let us renounce criminal pur- 
fuits and pleafures ; let us fear God and keep his 
commandments ; let us hold faith and a good con^ 
fcience^ if we hope for comfort at our la ft hour. To 
prepare for this laft hour,^ every wife man (hould 
confider as his moft important concern. Death 
may juftly be held the teft of life. Let a man have 
fupported his charafter with efteemandapplaufe,a5 
long as he afted on the bufy ftage of the world, if 
at the end he finks into dejeSion and terrour, all 
his former honour is effaced ; he departs under the 
imputation of either a guilty cosfcience, or a pufil- 
lanimous mind. In the other parts of human con- 
duft, difguife and fubtlety may impofe on the world; 
but feldom can artifice be fupported in the hour of 
death. The mafk moft commonly falls ofF, and the 
genuine charafter appears. When we behold the 
fcene of life clofed with proper compofure and 
dignity, we naturally infer integrity and forti- 
tude. We are led to believe that divine afliftance 
fupports the foul, and we prefage its tranfition 
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into a happier manfion. Mark the pcrfeH man^ 
and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is 
peace*. 

Th e iaft inftruftion which our fubjeft points out, 
refpefts the manner in which a wife and good 
man ought to (land afFefted towards life and death. 
He ought not to be fervilely attached to the one. 
He has no reafon abjeftly to dread the other. Life 
is the gift of God, w'hich he may juftly cherilh and 
hold dear. Nay, he is bound by all fair means to 
guard and preferve it, that he may continue to be 
ufeful in that poft of duty where Providence has 
placed him. But there are higher principles to 
which the love of life fhould remain fubordinate. 
Wherever religion, virtue, or true honour, call him 
forth to .danger, life ought to be hazarded without 
fear* There is a generous contempt of death which 
fliould dillinguifti thofe who live and walk by the 
faith of immortality. This is the fource of courage 
in a Chriftian. His behaviour ought to fhcw the 
elevation of his foul above the prefent world ; ought 
to difcover the liberty which he pofftiTes of follow- 
ing the native fentiments of his mind, without any 
of thofe reftraints and fetters which the fear of death 
impofes on vicious men. 

At the fame time, this rational contempt of death 
muft carefully be diftinguifhed from that incon- 
fiderate and thoughtlefs indifference, with which 
fome have afFc6led to treat it. This is what cannot 
bejuftified on any principle of reafon. Human 
life is no trifle, which men may play away at their 
pleafure. Death, in every view, is an important 
event, vlt is the mofl; folemn crifis of the human 
exiftenee. A good man has reafon to meet it with 
a calm and firm mind. But no man is entitled to 
• Pfalm xxxvii. 37 . treat 
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treat it witH oftentatious levity. It calls for manly 
fcrioufnefs of thought. It requires all the recollec- 
tion of which we are capable ; that with the propciT 
difpofition of dependent beings, when the duft is 
about to return to its ivft^ we may deliver up the 
Spirit to Him who gave it* 
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SERMON II. 
On the Happiness of a Future State. 

Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of* the 
Lord's Svpper. 



REVELATIONS vii. 9- 

AfUr this I beheld, and, lo ! a great multitude^ which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues,Jlood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands. 



In this myfterious book of Scripture many 
revolutions are foretold, which were to take place 
in the church of God; They are not indeed fo 
foretold as to afford clear and prccife information 
concerning the time of their coming to pafs. It 
would have been, on many accounts, improper to 
have lifted up too far that awful veil which covers 
futurity. The intention. of the Spirit of God, was 
not to gratify the curiofity of the learned, by dif- 
clofing to them the fate of monarchies and nations, 
but to fatisfy the ferious concerning the general plan, 
. B 3 and 
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and final iffue, of the divine government. Amidft 
thofe diftreffes which befel Chrillians during the 
firft ages, the difcoveries made in this book were 
peculiarly feafonable • as they fliewed that there was 
an Almighty Guardian, who watched with partic- 
ular attention over the interefts of the church which 
he had formed ; who forefaw all the commotions 
which were to happen among the kingdoms of the 
earth, and would fo overrule them as to promote in 
the end the caufe of truth. This is the chief fcope 
of thofe myftic vifions with which the Apoftle John 
was favoured ; of feals opened ip heaven ; of trum- 
pets founding ; and vials poured forth. The king- 
dom of darknefs was to maintain for a while a vio- 
lent druggie againfl; the kingdom of light. But at 
the conclufion, a voice was to be heard, as the voice 
of many waters and of mighty thunderings, f^yi^gi 
Allelujah^for the Lord God'omnipotent reignech. The 
kingdoms oj. this world are befojne the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Chriji, and he Jhall reign for ever*. 
Such is the profpeft with which the divine Spirit at 
intervals enlightens, and with which he finally ter- 
minates, the many dark and direful Scenes that are 
exhibited in this book. In clofing the canon of 
fcripture, he, with great propriety, leaves upon our 
mind deep impreffions of the triumphs of rightcouf- 
nefs, and of the bleffedncfs of the redeemed. After 
this I beheldy and, lo ! a great multitude^ which no 
man could number, of all nations y and kindreds, ani 
people, and tongues^ flood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb y clothed with white robes , and palms in their 
hands. 

Thefe words prefent a beautifql defcription of 
the happinefs pf faints ip heaven ; a fubjeft on 
which it is, at all times, both comfortable and im- 
proving to meditate. On this day, in particular, 

when 

• Rev. xix. 6, — xi. 15. 
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whea we arc to commemorate the dyiijg love of our 
Saviour, we cannot be better employed than in con- 
templating what his love hath purcbafed ; in order 
both to awaken our gratitude, and to confirm our 
attachment to him. The facr^ment of the fupper 
13 the oath of our fidelity. Let us difpofe ourfelves 
for celebrating it, by taking ^ view of the rewards 
which await the faithful. I ftiall, for this end, in 
feveral obfervations from the words of the text, 
taken in connexion with the context, endeavour to 
illuftrate, in fome imperfefl degree, the profpeft 
which is here afforded us of a ftate of future felicity; 
and then Hiall make praftical improvement of the 
fubje^. 

I. What the words of the text mofl; obvioufljr 
fugged is, that heaven is to be confideced as a (late 
of bleffed fociety, A multitude^ a numerous affem^ 
bly, are here reprefented as fliaring together the 
fame felitity and honour. Without fociety, it is 
impoffible for man to be happy. Place him in a re- 
gion where he was furrounded with every pleafure ; 
yet there, if he found himfelf a folitary individual, 
he would pine and languilh. They are not merely 
our wants, and our mutual dependence, but our 
native ;nllin9;s alfo, which impel us to aflbciate to- 
gether^ The intercourfe which we here maintain 
with our fellows, is a fource of our chief enjoyments. 
But, alas ! how much are thefe allayed by a variety 
of difagreeable circumftances that enter into all our 
connexions ! Sometimes we fufFer from the dif- 
treffes of thofe whom we love ; and fometimes from 
their vices or frailties. Where friendlhip is cordial, 
it is expofed to the wounds of painful fympathy, 
and to the anguifli of violent feparation. Where 
it is fo cool as not to occafion fympathetic pains, it 
i^ never produftive of much pleafure. The prdi- 
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ftary commerce of the world confifts in a circulation 
of frivolous intercourfe^ in which the heart has no 
concern. It is generally infipid, and often foured 
by the flighted diflFerence in humour, or oppofition 
of intereft. We fly to company, in order to be re- 
lieved from wearifome correfpondencp with our- 
feives ; and the vexations which we meet with in 
fociety drive us back again into folitude. Even 
among the virtuous, diflenCons arife ; and difagree^ 
xnent in opinion too often produces alienation of 
heart. We form few connefilions where fomewhat 
does not occur to difappoint our hopes. The be- 
ginnings are often plcafing; We flatter ourfelves 
with haying found thofe who will nevef give us any 
difguft. But weaknefles are too foon difcovered. 
Sufpicions arife ; and love waxes cold. We are 
jealous of one ahother, and accuftomed to live iii 
difguife. A ftudicd civility aflumes the name 
without the pleafure of friendCbip ; and fecret ani- 
jnofity and envy arc often poncealed under the ca- 
refles of diflemblcd affeftion. ^ ' 

Hence the pleafure of earthly fociety, like all 
our other pleaiures, is extremely imperftft • and 
can give us a very faint conception of the joy that 
ttiufl: arife from the fociety of perfeft fpirits in a 
happier world. Here, it is with diflSculty that we 
can felcft from the corrupted crowd a few with 
whom we wifli to aflbciate in ftrift union. There 
are affembled all the wife, the holy, and the juft, 
who ever exifted in the univerfe of God ; without 
any diftrefs to trouble their mutual blifs, or any 
fource of difagreement to interrupt their perpetual 
harmony. Artifice and concealment are unknown 
there. There, no competitors ftruggle, no faSidns 
contend ; no rivals fupplant each other. The voice 
of difcord never rifes, the whifper of fufpicion never 
circulates, among thofe innocent and benevolent 
* fpirits 
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fptrits^ Each, happy in hiorfelf, participates in the 
happine(s of all the reft ; and by reciprocal com- 
tnunications of love and frieadfhip, at once receives 
from and adds to the fum of general felicity. Re- 
new the memory of the mod affe^ionate friends 
with whom you were bleft in any period of your 
life. Dived them of all thofe infirmities which ad- 
here to the human character. Recal the mod pleaf- 
ing *nd tender moments which you ever enjoyed 
in their fociety ; and the remembrance of thofe len- 
&tions may ailift you in conceiving that felicity 
which is poffeffed by the faints above. The hap- 
pinefs oi brethren dwelling together in unity, is, with 
great juftice and beauty, compared by the Pfalmift 
to fuch things as are moft refrefhing to the heart of 
man ; to the fragraney of the richeft odours, and to 
the reviving influence of foft etherial dews. Jt i§ 
like the precious ointment poured on the head of Aa^ 
ron ; and like the dew of Hermon, even the dew that 
defcendeth on the mountains of ^ion, where the Lord 
Commandeth the hlejfmg, even life J or evermore'^. 

Befides the felicity which fprings from perfeQ 
love, there are two circumftances which particular- 
ly enhance the bleffednefs of that multitude who 
Jland before the throne ; ihefe are, accefs to the moft 
exalted fociety, and renewal of the moft tender con- 
nexions. The former is pointed out in the Scrip- 
ture by joining the innumerable company of angils^ 
And the general ajfembly and church of {hefirji born ; 
hy fitting down with Abraham^ and Ifaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heavcnf ; ^ promife which open« the 
fubiimeft profpe£ls to the human mind. It allows 
good men to entertain the hope, that feparated from 
all the dregs of the human mafs, from that mixed 
and polluted crowd in midfl: of which they now 
dwell, they (hall be permitted to mingle with proph- 
ets 

• Pfalm cxxxiii. i. t Keb. xii. 22. 23. Matth.viii. 11. 
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ets, patriarchs) and apoftles^ with Icgiflators and 
heroes, with all thofe great and illuftrious Ipirits, 
who have (hone in former ages as the fervants of 
God, or the benefaflors of men ; whofe deeds wc 
are accuftomed to celebrate ; whole fteps we now 
follow at a diftance ; and whofe names we pro- 
nounce with veneration. 

United to this high affembly, the blefled at the 
fame time renew thofe ancient connexions with 
virtuous friends which had been diffolved by death. 
The profpeft of this awakens in the heart the moft; 
pleafing and tender fentiment which perhaps can 
fill it, in this mortal ftate. For of all the forrows 
which we are here doomed to endure, none is fo 
bitter as that bccafioned by the fatal ftroke which 
feparates us, in appearance for ever, from thofe to 
whom either nature or friendftiip had intimately 
joined our hearts. Memory, from time to time, 
renews the anguilh ; opens the wound which feem- 
cd once to have been clofed; and by recalling joys 
that are pad and gone, touches every fpring of 
painful fenfibility. In thefe agonizing moments, 
how relieving the thought, that the feparation is 
only temporary, not eternal ; that there is a time to 
come, of reunion with thofe with whom our hap- 
pieft days were fpent ; whofe joys and forrows once 
were ours ; and from whom, after we fliall have 
landed on the peaceful fliore where they dwell,- no 
revolutions of nature (hall ever be able to part us 
more ! — Such is' the fociety of the blefled above. 
Of fuch are the multitude compofed vfhojland h(^ 
fore the throne. Let iis now obferve, 

IL That this is not only a blefltd but a nu^ 
merous fociety. It is called a multitude^ a great 
multitude^ a great multitude which no man could num^ 
her. Thefe expreffions convey the moft enlarged 
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views of the kingdom of glory. Difmay not your- 
fclves with the apprehenfion of heaven being a con- 
fined and almoft inaccefSble region, into which it 
is barely poffible for a fmall handful to gain admif- 
fion, after making their efcape from the general 
wreck of the human race. In my Father* s houfe^ 
faid our Saviour, there are many manjions. That 
city of the living God towards which you profefs to 
betid your courfe, is prepared for the reception of 
citizens innumerable. It already abounds with in- 
habitants ; and more and more fhall be added to it, 
until the end of time. Whatever difficulties there 
are in the way which leads to it, they have been 
often furmounted. The path, though narrow, is 
neither impaffable, nor untrodden. Though the 
gate (lands not fo wide as that which opens into 
hell, yet through the narrow gate multitudes have 
entered, and been crowned. 

It is much to be lamented, that, among all de- 
nominations of Chriftians, the uncharitable fpirit 
has prevailed of unwarrantably circumfcribing'the' 
terms of divine grace within a narrow circle of their 
own drawing. The one half of the Chriftian world 
has often doomed the other, without mercy, to eter- 
nal perdition. Without the pale of that church to 
which each fc6J; belongs, they feem to hold it im- 
poffible for falvation to be attained. But is this the 
genuine fpirit of the Gofpel ? Can a Chriftian be- 
Keve the effeds of the fufferings of Chrift to be no 
greater than thefe ? For this did the Son of God 
defcend from the higheft heavens, and |)our out his 
foul unto the death, that only a few, who adopt the 
fame modes of exprcffion, and join in the fame 
forms of worlhip with us, might be brought to the 
kingdom of heaven ? Is this all the deliverance he 
has wrought upon the earth ? He was with child ; he 
was in pain ; and Ihall he not Jee of the travail of 
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hisfouJ, and befatisficd ? Surely, the Scripture has 
given us full ground tp conclude, that the trophies 
of our Redeemer's grace (hall correfpond to the 
greatnefs of his power. The Captain ofourfalva'* 
tionjhall bring many fons with himftlfto glory. The 
pkajure of the Lordjhall pro/per in his hand. He 
Jhallfee his feed ; HeJhallJTj^ify many^ Menjhall 
be blejed in him, and all nations Jhall call him bleffed. 
For our farther encouragement^ let us obferve, 

* III. That the heavenly fociety is reprefented 
in the text, as gathered out of all the varieties of 
the human race. This is i^imated by the remark- 
able expreflions of a multitude which no man could 
number, oj all nations and kindreds, and people and 
tongues ; as if defigned on purppfe to correft our 
narrow notions of the extent and power of divine 
grace. They whom diftant feas and regions now 
divide, whofe languages and manners are at prefent 
ilrange to one another, (hall then mingle in the fame 
affembly. No fituation is fo remote, and no fta- 
tron To unfavourable, as to preclude accefs to the 
heavenly felicity. A road is opened by the Divine 
Spirit to thofe blifsful habitations, from all corners 
of the earth, and from all conditions pf human life ; 
froni the peopled city, and from the folitary defert ; 
froni the cottages of the poor, and from the palaces 
of kings ; from the dwellings of ignorance and (im- 
plicity, and from the regions of fcience and im- 
provement. They Jhall come, fays our Weffed Lord 
himfelf, from the eajl and from the wefi, from the 
north and. from thefouth, and fit down in the king^ 
dom of God*. 

Such difcoveries ferve both to enlarge our con- 
ceptions of the extent of divine goodnefs, and to re- 
move thofe fear$ which are ready to arife from par- 

ticular 
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dcular fituattons in life. Were you permitted to 
draw afide the veil, and to view that diverlified af- 
lembly of the blefled who furround the throne, yoM 
would behold among them numbers who have over- 
come the fame difficulties which encounter you, and 
which you dread as infuperable. You would be- 
hold there the uninftruQred, with whom an upright 
intention fupplied the place of knowledge ; the fee- 
ble, whom divine grace had ftrengthened 5 and the 
inided, whom it had brought back into the right 
path. You would behold the young who had fur- 
inounted the allurements of youthful pleafure, and 
Ae old who had borne the diftreffes of age with un- 
decaycd conftancy ; many whom want could not 
tempt to diflioncfty ; many whom riches did not fe- 
duce into pride or impiety ; many who, in the moft 
difficult and enfnaring circumftances, in the midft 
of camps and armies and corrupted courts, had pre- 
fcrved unfullied integrity. In a word./rom all kin^ 
drcds and people^ that is, from all ranks of life, and 
air tribes of men, even from among publicans and 
finners, you would behold thofe whom divine af- 
fiftance had condu6ked to future glory. — And is not 
the fame affillance, in its full extent, oflFered alfo to 
us ? EncompafTed, while we run the Chriftian race, 
with this cloud ofwitnejfes who have finifhed their 
courfe with fuccefs ; animated, while we ^ght the 
goodjighl, with the fhouts of thofe who have over- 
come and are crowned, fliall defpair enervate or de- 
jed our minds ? From the happy multitude above, 
there iflues a voice which ought to found perpetual- 
ly in the ear of faith. Be yc faithful unto the death, 
andyefhall receive the crown of life ; Be firong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might ; Be followers 
of us who through faith and patience are now inherits 
tng the promifes. Confidcr, • 

IV. 
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IV. The defcription given ia the text of the 
happinefs and glory of the heavenly fociety. They 
were beheld by the 2i^o^\tJlanding before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes^ and, 
palms in their hands. All that thefe palms and white 
robes import, it is not given us now to underftand. 
We know that among all nations they have been 
ufed as enfigns of joy and vi£lory ; and are un-i 
doubtedFy employed here to reprefent that diftin-. 
guiflied felicity and honour to which human na- 
ture fhall be then advanced. But we muft be en- 
dowed with th^ faculties of the bleffed^ in order to 
comprehend their employments and pleafures ; and 
therefore, on this part of the fubjeft I Ihall not at- 
tempt to enlarge. The (ilence of humble and re-, 
fpeftful hope better becomes us,, than the indul- 
gence of thofe excurfions of fancy,, which degrade 
the fubje£fc they endeavour to exalt. 

One circumftance only can not fail to attra^ par- 
ticular attention ; that the bleffed are here defcribed 
asjlanding before the throne and be/ore the Lamb ; 
that is, enjoying the immediate prefence of the great 
.C .eator, and of the merciful Redeemer of the world. 
The unhappy diftance at which we are now re- 
moved from Gody is the fource of all our woes* 
Thofe territories which we inhabit^ are not His 
abode. They are regions of exile. They are the 
dwellings of a fallen race j and are condemned to 
be inverted wjith clouds and darknefs. Here, God 
ftandeth afar off. ' In vain we often purfue his pref- 
ence through his works, his ways, and his religious 
inftitutions. He is faid to be a God that hideth 
himfelf. He dwellethy as to us, in thefecret place of 
thunder. He holdeth back the face of his throne, and 
fpreadeth a thick cloud upon it. The manifeftation 
of his prefence fhall be the fignal for the renovation 
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of all things. When that Sun of righteoufnefs 
breaks forth from the cloud which now conceals 
hito, forrow and fin, and every evil thing, (hall fly- 
away before the brightnefs of his face. For neither 
guilt nor mifery can remain where God dwells. As 
the rifmg of the fun transforms at once the face of 
nature, and converts the whole extent of fpace, 
over which his beams are fpread, into a region of 
light ; fo fliall the divine prefence, as foon as it is 
revealed, difFufe univerfal blifs over all who behold 
it. It imports fullnefs of joy ^ and pleafurc for evtr 
fnore^ The infpired writer of this book thus de-i 
fcribes its eflFcfts : There fhallht no more deaths nei^ 
thtr forrow i nor crying^ nor pain ; for the former 
things are pajfed away. He that fat upon the throne 
faid, Behold 1 make all things new. Theyfhall hun^ 
ger no more, neither ihirjl any more. But the Lamb 
which is inthemidjl of the throne fhall feed them, and 
Jhall lead them unto living fountains of water. God 
fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes^ But, def- 
cending from this too fublime theme, let us, 

V. Turn our attention to a circumftance in tCfe 
ftate of future happinefs, more commenfurate to 
our prefent conceptions, which is fuggefted by the 
commentary upon the words of the text given in 
the fequel of the chapter. And one of the elders an^ 
fweredy faying unto me, What are thefe which are ar^ 
rayed in white robes ; and whence came they ? And 
Ifaid unto him. Sir, thou knoweji. And hejaid unto 
me, Thefe are they which came out of great tribula^ 
Hon*. This explanatory circumftance may relate 
particularly to the cafe of thofe primitive fuflFerers 
who endured fevere perfecution in the caufe of the 
gofpel. But, in general, it prefents this natural and 
beautiful view of the future felicity of good men, that 

it 
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it is their reft from the troubles and toil^ of life. 
For, to all, even to the happieft,' human life is tribn^ 
lation and conflitl. No man is thoroughly at cafe 
in his condition. Purfuits futrceeding to purfuits 
keep us in conftaht agitation r while frequent re-* 
turns of difeppointmcnt break our plans, and op« 
prcfs our fpirits. — Fatigued by fucb a variety rf toils^ 
mankind have ever looked forward to reft as their 
favourite objefl;. Throughout all their ranks, from 
the hrgheft to the loweft, they are in perpetual chace 
of it ; and it perpetually flies before them. It i* 
an objeft which here they are doomed always to 
feek, and never to enjoy. 

The nature and laws of 6ur pVefent ftate a^tnit not 
the gratification of this favfliurite wilb. For, bcfide* 
the rteceffity of trouble in order to fulfil the purpb- 
fes of difcipiine and improvement, our very happi-^ 
nefs, fiKrh as it is in this world, requires a circula.. 
tion of labours. Our enjoyment confifts in pur- 
fuit, not in attainment, Attainmment is with us, 
for moft part, the grave of pleafure^ Had we Ho 
obje£l to excite frefh adlivity, and to impel us ta 
new toils, human life would quickly ftagnate in 
melancholy indolence. At the fame timfe the etrr- 
rent of all our wishes tends to repofe. Imaginary 
forms float inceflantly before our view, of the hap* 
pinefs which h to be enjoyed in reft : And from 
this conflift between our wifhes on the one hand^ 
and our aftual (ituation on the other, arife much of 
the difquiet, and much of the infelicity, of human 
life. It is only in heaven that the tranquil repofe, 
which on earth is no more than a pleafing phantom^ 
fliall be fully realized. There, rtmaineth at laft a 
rejlforihe people of God ; reft from the difturbance 
of paflion, the vanity of purfuit, and the vexation 
of difappointment ; reft from all the fins and the 
forrows of this miferable world ; reft, which ffiall 
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- not be merely an indolent ceffation from lal>our, 
but a/^uH and fatisfying enjoyment. Good men 

Jhall reft from thtir labours^ and their works fiallfoU 
low them. They have come cut ef great tribulation. 
They have fulnlled, with honour, their appoint- 
ed courfc of trial. They have fat down in the feat 
of the Conqueror 2 and of paft labours nothing re- 
mains but the pjeafittg review, and the happy 
fruits. There k ftill to b« confidered, 

VI. One very material circumftance^ defcrip- 
five both of tfte eharaftcr, and of the happinefs of 
thofc who enjoy the heavenly blifs. Not only have 
they come out oj great tribulation^ but, as the Spirit 
of God adds in explaining the ttxX, they have wajh*' 
ed their robes, ana made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb*. Two things are here fuggcfted ; the 
fandity of the blefled, and the mean3 by which it 
is attained. 

Firft, their fanflity or purity is emblematically 
defiribcd, by their being clothed in roies which are 
wajhed and made white. In order to qualify hu- 
man nature for the enjoyment of fuch happinefs 
as I have endeavoured to defcribe, it muft undergo 
a change fo great, as to receive in Scripture the ap- 
pellation of a new birth j a change to which all the 
inftitutions of religion, and all the operations of 
grace, contribute in this life, but which is not com- 
pleted till the next. In this fanSity, or regenera- 
tion, confift not only the neceffary preparations for 
future felicity, but, which is not fo commonly attend- 
ed to, confifts an effential part of that felicity itfelf. 
For whence arifes the mifery of this prefent world P 
It is not owing to our cloudy atmofphere, our chang- 
ing feafons, and inclement ikies. It is not owing 

♦ Rcv« viii. 1 4. 
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to the debility of our bodies, or to the unequal 
diftribution of the goods of fortune^ Amidft aril dif- 
advantages of this kind, a pure, a ftedfaft^ and en- 
lightened mind, pofleiTed of exalted virtue, could 
enjoy itfelf in peace, and fmile at the impotent aflfaults 
of fortune and the elements. It is within ourfelves 
that mifery has fix^d its feat. Our difordered hearts, 
our guilty paflionsy our violent prejudices, and mif« 
placed defire'^, are the inftruments of the torment 
which we endure^ Thefe (harpen the darts which 
advcrfity would otherwifc pcMnt in vain againft us. 
Thefe are the vials of wrath which pour forth 
piagues on the inhabitants of the earth ; and make 
the dwellings of nations become the abodes of woe. 
Thence difcontent and remorfe gnaw the hearts of 
individuals. Thence fociety is torn by open vio- 
lence, or undermined by fecret treachery ; and man 
is transformed into a favage to m^rn. 

But fuppofe fin to be banilhed from the world • 
fuppofe perfcdl purity and charity to defcend from 
heaven, and to animate every human bread ; and 
you would behold the prefent habitation of men 
changed into the paradife of God. The undiHurb* 
ed enjoyment of a holy mind, and of a blifsful uni- 
on with one another, would fcarcely allow us to feel 
thofe external evils of which we now (b loudly com- 
plain. All nature would affume a diflFerent ap- 
pearance around us. That golden age, which was 
fo long the fubjefl of the philosopher's dream, and 
of the poet's fong, would in faQ: take place. Ac- 
cording to the beautiful language of ancient prophe- 
cy^fprings would then rife in the deferty and rivers 
be opened in the thirjty land. The wilderrufs and the 
Jolitary place would be glad. The wolf would dwell 
with the lamb^ and the leopard lie down with the kid. 
Judgment would dwell in the wildernejs, and right— 
eoufnefs remain in Che fruitfuh Jiela. Tlie defert 
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zvimld rejoice^ and hlojfom as the rofe^-^ — ^If fuch, ' 
even in this world, would be the eflFefts of inno- 
cence and virtue completely reftored, how much 
greater niuft they be in that nemf earthy and thpfe 
nexu heavens^ inhere refUtude of nature lihall be comr 
binied with every circumftance of external felicity ? 
Ix is the prefent imperfefl ftate of human virtue 
that hinders 113 from (:onceiving fully the ^njluencq 
of righteoufnefs upon happinefs.. The robes in 
which the beft men are now clothed, to ufe the Un-» 
guage of the text, are fullied with fo maqy ft^ins, a$ 
convey no adequate idea of the original beauty 
lyhich belongs to the garb of righteovifnefs, fiut 
ivhen thefe Ilains (hall bp waftied aw^y, when thefq 
robes fliall be made pe rfe6lly white and pure, a luf«» 
tre will flow from them^ of which we can, as yet, 
form no conception. 

But how are the robes of the bleffed thus wafli* 
£d ? Whence is derived that fpotlefs purity in which 
they are arrayed ? The Spirit of God hath anfwer* 
ed us^ from the blood of the Lamb j leading our 
thoughts to thai: high difpenfation of mercy, to 
which the faints above owe their eftabliftiment, 
Jfirft in grace, and then in glory. From that blood 
which yfdi^ fhed for the remijfton of f%ns^ flow both 
the atonement of human guilt, and the regeneration 
of human nature. Human nature had fallen too 
low to be capable of retrieving itfelf. U could not 
regain its primitive innocence, and ftill lefs was ca^ 
pable of railing itfelf fo high in the fcale of cxiftence 
as to mingle with apgels. We had neither fufii- 
cient knowledge to difcover, nor virtue to merit, 
Xior ability to qualify ourfelves for enjoying, celefip 
tial glory. Heaven mull have been either covered 
from our view by perpetual darknefs, or only be^r- 
Jield from afar as an inacceffible region, if Chvift 
))ad not interpofed to open for us a new and living 
C 2 way 
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way within the veil. The obligatioiis which his 
generous undertaking has conferred upon the hu« 
man race, will tend highly to increafe the fefidtjr 
of the blefled. The fenfe of being dtftinguifhed by 
fb illuftrions a benefador, and the correfpondtng 
returns of gratitnde and love to him, form fome of 
the mod pleafing of thofe emotions which fliall con- 
tinue to delight them throttgh all eternity 

From thofe views of a ftate of future happinefs 
which the text has fuggefted, various inftru^ons 
relating to life and pradice naturally arife. We 
are taught to redify our notions of felicity ; to 
look for it, not in what is externfJ, but in what re^ 
lates to the mind and heart ; in good difpofitions 
and a purified foul ; in unity and friendlhip 
with one another^ and in the divine prefence and 
favour. If fuch things form the principal articles 
of future blifs, they cannot but be eflential to our 
happinefs in the more early periods of exifience ; 
and he who feeks his chief enjoyment from an op- 
pofite quarter, errs widely from the path which con* 
dufts to felicity. 

We are farther taught whence to derive conftancy 
and perfcverance, amidft the prefent difcourage- 
ments of a vktuous life. In this wortd, we often 
behold good men deprefied and the wid^ed proC* 
pering around us. Our bcft deeds meet with un- 
juft returns from an ungrateful world. Sincerity 
is over reapfacdi^y craft, and innocence falls a viftira 
to power, hxxt let us not on fuch occafions fay 
within ourfelves, that in vain we have cleanjei our 
hearts, and wajhed our hands in innocency. Let us 
reft on the affurance^ that thefe diforders extend not 
far in the kingdom of God. They zStGt only the 
firft flage of exiftence. They relate to difcipline 
and trial, which will fbon be finifhed^ In that per* 
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manent ftate which is about to open^ a new and bet. 
ter order of tbii^s (hall arife* When dejeded with 
the evils of life, let us look upward to that happy muU 
tiiude who have come out of great tribulation, and 
nowjlani before the throne. Until the day arrive 
which fliall join us to that blefled aflembly, let us 
Ihew ourfelves worthy of the hope that is before us, 
by fupporting, with a conftant mind, the trials of 
our fidelity. Be patient ; fiablifh your hearts. The 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 

From the |>rofpe6ls which the text has afforded, 
we may lifewife learn what the fpirit is which (hould 
regulate our life, Sand;ity of condud, dignity of 
chara£ter, elevation of affe^ions, become thofe who 
expe£l to mingle with angels, and fpiriis ofjujl men 
made perfeH. I mean' not that fuch profpe6ls 
ihould carry away our wh(^e attention from the 
prefent world, where undoubtedly lies the chief 
fcene of human a&ion, of human duty. But while 
we a£l as inhabitants of the earth, we ought at the 
fame time fo to remember our conne6lion with a 
better world, as not to debafe ourfelves with what 
is mean, not to defile ourfelves with what is impure, 
not to entangle ourfelves among what is enfnaringj 
in the prefent ftate. Let neither its advantages elate, 
nor its difappointments de je6t us ; but with an equal 
fpirit, with a mind full of immortality, let us pafs 
through all the changes of this mortal life. 

Finally, let the difcoveries of future happinefc in- 
fpire us with fuitable gratitude to God and Chrift ; 
to the eternal Father, who originally decreed fuch 
rewards for the righteous ; and to the Son, who afts 
in the high charafiier of the Difpenfer of the divine 
mercies, and the great Reftorer of the fallen race of 
men. Particularly, when approaching to God in 
folemn aSs of devotion, fuch as we are at this day 
to perform, let gratitude be alive and ardent in our 
C 3 heart. 
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heart. The comtnemorarion of our Saviour's death 
h in a high degree fuited to awaken every emotion 
of tendemefs and love. It brings before us^ under 
one view^ all the obligations which wa lie under to 
this great benefaftor of mankind. When juft ready 
to faffer for our fake, he inftituted this holy facra. 
xnent, and faid, Do this in remembrance of me. — 
Whom, O Weffed Jefus ! fhall we ever remember, 
if we are capable of forgetting Thee ? Thee, to 
whom we owe the forgivenefs of fin, and the reftor- 
ation of divine favour } our viftory over death, and 
our hope of life eternal ! Thou haft enfarged our 
views beyond thefe territories of diforders and dark^ 
nefs* Thou haft difcovered to us the city of the 
living God. Thou fetteft open the gates of that 
new Jerufalem ; and leadeft us into the path of lijc* 
Thou from age to age gathereft oti/ of every nation^ 
and kindred^ and people^ that multitude which Jiand 
before the throne^ Thou bringeft them otU of great 
tribulation. Thine are the white robes with which 
they areinvcftcd ; thine, the palms which they bearj 
and by Thee they are placed under the light of the 
i^ivjne countenance for even 
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SERMON IIL 
On C A N D O U R^ 

- - » » >§»»» < !ai i g > ««<f< 

1 CORINTHIANS, xiii. 5. 
Chanty — thinktth no tviU 

XvELIGION and Government are the two 
great foundations of order and comfort among man- 
kind. Government reftrains the outrages and crimes 
which would be fubverfive of fociety, fecures the 
property and defend3 the lives of its fubjefts. But 
thedefed): of government is, that human laws can ex- 
tend no fSirther than to the aftions of men. Though 
they protefl us from external violence, they leave 
us open on different fides to be wounded. By the 
vices which prevail in fociety, our tranquillity may 
be difturbed, and our lives in various ways embit« 
tcred, while government can give us no redrcfs. 
Religion fupplies the infufficiency of law, by ftrik- 
ing at the root of thofe diforders which occafion fo 
much mifery in the world. Its profeffed fcope is 
to regulate, not a6);ions alone, but the temper and 
inclinations. By this means it afcends to the fources 
of condud: j and very inefFe6lual would the wifcft 
C 4 fyftcm 
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fy ftem of legiflation prove for the happinefs of man-- 
kind, if it did not derive aid from religion, in foft- 
ening the difpofitions of men, and checking many 
of thofe evil paflions to which the influence of law 
cannot poflibly reach. 

We are led to this refleftion by the defcription 
given in the context of charity, that great principle 
in the Chriftian fyftem. The apoftle places it in a 
variety of lights, and under each of them explains 
its operation by its internal effefts ; not by the ac- 
tions to which it gives rife, but by the difpofitions 
which it produces in the heart. He juftly fuppofes, 
that if the temper be duly regulated, propriety of 
a£lion will follow, and good order take place in ex- 
ternal behaviour. Of thofe charafters of charity I 
have chofen one for the fubjeft of this difcourfe^ 
which leads to the confideration of a virtue highly 
important to us, both as Chrillians and as members 
of fociety. I fhall endeavour, firft, to explain the 
temper here pointed out, by (hewing what this def- 
cription of charity imports, that it thinketh no evil ; 
snd then to recommend fuch a difpofition, and to 
llifplay the I?ad effe£ls of an oppofite turn of mind* 

I. Let us coniider what this defcription of chari^ 
ty imports. You will eafily perceive that tlw ex-p 
preffion in the text is not to be underftood in a 
fenfe altogether unlimited ; as if there were no oe- 
cafion on which wc are to think unfavourably of 
others* Tq view all the afiions of men with tbo 
fanye degree of complacency, would be contrary 
both to common underftanding, and to many ex-* 
prefs precepts of religion. In a world where fo 
much depravity abounds, w^re wc to thick and 
fpeak equally well of all, we muft either be infenfiblc 
pf the diftififlion between right and wrong, or b^ 
irxdiffereiit to th^t diilin^lion when we perceived it. 
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Religion renders it our duty to abhor that which h 
evil ; and on many occafions to exprcfs our indigo 
nation openly againll it. But the the ApoflJe, with 
great propriety, defcribes th^ temper which he is 
recommending in fuch ftrong and general terms, as 
might guard us againfl; that extreme to which we 
are naturally moft prone, of rafli and unjuft fufpi- 
cion. The virtue which he means to inculcate, is 
that which is known by the name of Candour ; a 
virtue, which, as foon as it is mentioned, every one 
will acknowledge to be eflential to the character of 
a wonhy man ; a virtue which we feldom fail of 
afcribing to any perfdn whom we feek to recom* 
mend to the efteem of others ; but which, I am 
afraid, when we examine our own condudl in a re-, 
ligious view, is fcldom the fubjeft of inquiry. 

It is neceflary to obferve, that true Candour is 
altogether diflperent from that guarded, inoffenfive 
language, and that ftudied opennefs of behaviour^ 
which we fo frequently meet with among men of 
the world. Smiling, very often, is the afpeft, and 
fmooth are the words, of thofe who inwardly are 
the moft ready to think evil of others. That Can- 
dour which is a Chriftian virtue, confifts, not in 
faimefs of fpeech, but in fairnefs of heart. It may 
want the blandifhment of external courtefy, but 
fupplies its place with humane and generous libe« 
rality of fentiment. Its manners are unafFeQ:ed> 
and its profeflions cordial. Exempt, on one hand, 
from the dark jealoufy of a fufpicious mind ; it is 
no lefs removed, on the other, from that eafy cre- 
dulity which IS impofed on by every fpecious pre- 
tence. It is perfe6lly confident with extenfive 
knowledge of the world, and with due attention to 
our own fafety. In that various intercourfe whi^h 
we are obliged to carry on with perfons of every 
diSiereat chars^fler^ furpicion> to a certain degree, is 
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a neceffary guard. It is only when it exceeds tbe 
Bounds of prudent caution, that it degenerates in- 
to vice. There is a proper mean between undif* 
tinguifliing credulity, and univerfal jealoufy, which 
a found underftanding difcerns, and which the man 
of candour Itudies to preferve. 

He makes allowance for the mixture of evil with 
good, which is to be found in every human charac- 
ter. He expedis none to be faultlefs ; and he is 
unwilling to believe that there is any without fome 
commendable quality. In the midft of many de« 
fefts, he can difcover a virtue. Under the influ- 
ence of perfonal refentment, he can be juft to the 
merit of an enemy. He never lends an open ear 
to thofe defamatory reports and dark fuggeftions^ 
which, among the tribes of the cenforious, circulate 
with fo much rapidity, and meet with fuch ready 
acceptance. He is not hafty to judge, and he re- 
quires full evidence before he will condemn. As 
lohg as an a6lion can be afcribed to different mo- 
tives, he holds it as no mark of fagacity to impute 
it always to the worft. Where there is juft ground 
for doubt, he keeps his judgment undecided 5 and, 
during the period of fufpenfe, leans to the moft cha- 
ritable conftruflion which an aftion can bear. When 
he muft condemn,he condemns with regret ; and with- 
out thofe aggravations which the feverity of others 
adds to the crime. He liftens calmly to the apolo- 
gy of the offender, and readily admits every exten- 
uating circumftance which equity can fuggeft. 
How much foever he may blame the principles of 
any feft or party, he never confounds, under one 
general cenfure, all who belong to that party or 
left. He charges them not with fuch confe- 
quences of their tenets, as they refufeand difavow. 
From one wrong opinion, he does not infer the 
fubverfion of ail found principles ; nor, from one 
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bad aflion, conclude that all regard to confciencc 
is overthrown. When he beholds the mote in hi$ 
brother's eye, he remembers the beam in his own. 
He commiferates human frailty ; and judges of 
others according to the principles by which he 
would think it reafonable that they (hould judge of 
him. In a word, he views men and a£llons in the 
dear funfliine of charity and good nature ; and not 
in that dark and fullen {hade which jealoufy and 
party fpirit throw over all charafters. — Such being 
in general the fpirit of that charity which ihinketh 
no evil, I proceed^ 

II. To recommend by various arguments, this 
important branch of Chriftian virtue. 

Let us begin with obferving what a neceflary re- 
^uifite it is to the proper difcharge of all the fecial 
duties. I need not fpend time in Ihowing that 
thefe hold a very high rank in the Chriftian fyftem. 
The encomium which the Apoftle in this chapter 
beftows upon charity, is alone fuflBcient to prove 
it. He places this grace at the head of all the gifts 
and endowments which can be poffeffed by man ; 
and aflures us, that though we had all faith, fo that we 
could remove mountains, yet if we be deftitute of char- 
ity, it will profit us nothing. Accordingly, love, 
gentlene/s, meeknefs, and long fuffering, are enume- 
rated as d\^\Tign\Qi\n%fruits^ the fpirit of Chrift*. 
But it is impoffible for fuch virtues as thefe to find 
place in a breaft, where the propenfity to think evil 
of others is predominant. Charitable and candid 
thoughts of men are the neceffary introduftion to 
all good will and kindnefs. They form, if we may 
fpeak fo, the only climate in which love can grow 
np and flourilh. A fufpicious temper checks in 
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the bud every kind aflFefkion. It hardens the heart, 
and eftranges man from man. What friendihip or 
gratitude can you expeft from him, who views aU 
your condufl with diftruftfuleyes, and afcribes ev- 
ery benefit you confer to sirtihce and ftratagem ? 
The utmoft which you can hope from one of this 
charafter, is juflice in his dealings ; nor even that 
can you be affuredof ; as the fufpicions to which he 
is a prey will afford him frequent pretexts for de- 
parting from truth, and for defending himfelf 
with the fame arms which he conceives to be cm- 
ployed againft him. Unhappy will they be who 
are joined with him by any clofe connexion ; ex-* 
pofed to every malignant fufpicion which arifes^ iri 
his own mind, and to every unjuft fuggeftion which 
the malice.of others may infinuate againfl them. 
That ftore of poifon which is collected within him, 
frequently throws out its venom on all who arc 
within its reach. As a companion, he will be fe- 
vere and fatirical ; as a friend, captious and danger* 
tins ; in his domeftick fphere, harfh, jealous, and 
irafcible ; in his civil capacity, feditious and turbu- 
lent, prone to impute the condu£l of his fuperiours 
to improper motives, and upon loofe information 
to condemn their condu£):. 

The contrary of all this may be expefted from a 
candid temper. Whatever is amiable in manners, 
or ufeful infociety, naturally and eafily ingrafts it- 
felf upon it. Gendenefs, humanity, and compaL 
fion, flow from it as their native fpring. Open and 
cheerful in itfelf, it diffufes cheerfulnefs and good 
humour over all who are under its influence. It 
is the chief ground of mutual confidence and union 
among men. It prevents thofe animolities from a- 
lifing which are the offspring of groundlefs preju- 
dice ; or, by its benign interpofition, allays them 
when arifen. In the magiftrate, it tempers juftice 

with 



Digitized 



by Google 



Sbkm. III. On Candour. 53 

with lenity. Among fubje6ls, it pramotes good or- 
der and fubmiffion. It connefts humanity with 
piety. For he who is not given to think evil of 
his fellow creatures, will not be ready to cenfure the 
difpenfations of his Creator. Whereas the fame 
turn of mind which renders one jealous and unjuft 
towards men, will incline him to be <juerulous and 
impious towards God. 

In the fecond place, as a fufpicious, uncharitable 
fpirit is inconliftent with all fociat virtue and hap- 
pinefs, fo, in itfel^ it is unreafonable and unjuft. 
In order to form found opinions concerning char- 
a^ers and a€lions, two things are efpecially requi- 
fite, information and impartiality. But fuch as are 
iiioft forward to decide unfavourably, are common^, 
ly deftkute of both. Inftead of pofTeffing, or even 
requiring, full information, the grounds on which 
they proceed are frequently the mod flight and fri- 
volous. A tale, perhaps, which the idle have in- 
vented, theinquifitivehaveliftenedto, and the cred- 
ulous have propagated, or a real incident which 
rumour, in carrying it along, has exaggerated and. 
difguifed, fupplies them with materials of confident 
affertion, and decifive judgment. From an aftion 
they prefently look into the heart, and infer the 
motive. This fuppofed motive they conclude to 
be the ruling principle ; and pronounce at once 
concerning the whole charafter. 

Nothing can be more contrary both to equity and 
to found rcafon, than fuch precipitate judgments. 
Any man who attends to what paiTes within him- 
felf, may cafily difcern what a complicated fyftem 
the human chara£);er is, and what a variety of cir« 
cumftances mud be taken into the account, in or- 
der to eftimate it truly. No (ingle inftance of con- 
du6t whatever, n fuflBcient to determine it. As 
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from one worthy a6iion^ it were credulity, not char« 
ity, to conclude a perfon to be free from ail vice 5 
fo from one which is cenfurable, it is perfeftly un- 
juft to infer that the author of it is without con*. 
Icience and without merit. Did you know all the 
attending circum (lances, it might appear in an ex-* 
cufable light ; nay, perhaps, under a commenda* 
ble form. The motives of the aftor may have been 
entirely diflFerent from thofe which you afcribe to 
bim ; and, where you fuppofe him impelled by bad 
defign, he may have been prompted by confcience 
and miftaken principle. Admitting the adion to 
have been in every view criminal, he may have been 
hurried into it through inadvertency and furprife. 
He may have fincerely repented ; and the virtuous 
principle may have now regained its full vigour, 
perhaps this was the corner of frailty ; the quarter 
on which he lay open to the incurlions of tempta^ 
tion ; while the other avenues of his heart were firm- 
ly guarded by confcience. 

No error is more palpable than to look for uni- 
formity from human nature ; though it is common- 
ly on the fuppofition of it that our general conclu- 
iions concerning charaftcr are formed. Mankind 
are confiftent neither in good, nor in evil. In the 
prefent ftate of frailty, all is mixed and bleaded. 
The ft ronge ft contrarieties of piety and hypocrify, of 
generofity and avarice, of truth and duplicity, often 
meet in one charafter. The pureft human virtue 
is confiftent with forne vice ; and, in the midft of 
much vice and diforder, amiable, nay refpe6lable, 
qualities may be found. There are few cafes in 
which we have ground to conclude that all good« 
xiefs is loft. At the bottom of the chara filer there 
may lie fpme fparks of piety and virtue, fupprefled, 
but not extinguiftied ; which, kept alive by the 
breath of heavtjn, and gathering ftrength in fecret 
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from reflexion, may, on the firft favourable open- 
ing which is aflForded them, be ready to break forth 
with fplendour and force. — Placed, then, in a fitu-. 
ation of fo much uncertainty^and darknefs, where 
our knowledge of the hearts and charafters of men 
is fo limited, and our judgments concerning them 
are fo apt to err, what a continual call do we re- 
ceive either to fufpend our judgment, or to give it 
on the favourable fide ? efpecially when we confid- 
er that, as through imperfeft information we are 
unqualified for deciding foundly, fo through want 
of impartiality we are often tempted to decide wrong. 
How much this enforces the argument /or candour 
will appear by confidering. 

In the third place, what the fources are of thofe 
fcvcre and uncharitable opinions which we are fo 
ready to form. Were the mind altogether free 
from prcpoffeflion and bias, it might avail itfelf to 
iHore advantage of the fcanty knowledge which it 
poflefles. But this is fo far from being the cafe, 
that on every fide we are encumbered with preju- 
dices, and warped by paflions, which exert their in- 
fluence in nothing more than in leading us to think 
evil of others. At all times we are juftly faid to 
fie through aglafs darkly ; but paffion and preju- 
dice, looking through a glafs which diftorts the form 
of tbeobjefts^ make us alfo fee falfely. 

It is one of the misfortunes of our prefent fitua- 
tion, that fome of the good difpofitions of human 
nature are apt to betray us into frailties and vices. 
Thus it often happens, that the laudable attach- 
ment which we contraft to the country, or the 
church, to which we belong, or to fome political 
denomination under which we clafs ourfelves, both 
confines our affeftions within too narrow a fphere, 
and gives rife to violent prejudices againft luch as 
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come under an oppofite defcription. Not content- 
ed with being in the right ourfelves^ we muft find 
atl others in the wrong* We claim an exclufive 
poffeffion of goodnefs andwifdom; and, from ap« 
proving warmly of thofe who join us, we proceed 
to condemn, with much acrimony, not. only the 
principles, but the chara6lers of thofe from whom 
we differ. Hence perfons of well difpofed minds 
are too often, through the ftrength of partial good 
affe6lion, involved in the crime of uncharitable 
judgment. They rafhly extend to every individual 
the fcvere opinion which they have unwarrantably 
conceived of a whole body. This man is of a par- 
ty whofe principles we reckon flavilh ; and there^ 
fore his whole fentiments are corrupted. That man 
belongs to a religious fe£t which we are ^ccuftomed 
deem bigotted ; and therefore he is incapable of 
any generous or liberal thought. Another is con* 
ne£i;ed with a CtGt which we have been taught to ac« 
count relaxed ; and therefore he can have no fan£):i. 
ty. — Are thefe the judgments of candour and chari^ 
ty ? Is true piety or virtue fo very limited in its 
nature, as to be confined to fuch alone as fee every 
thing with our eyes, and follow exaClly the train of 
our ideas ? was there ever any .great community fo 
corrupt as not to include witmn it individuals of 
real worth ? 

Befides prepofleflSons of this nature, which fome-. 
times miflead the honed mind, there are other, 
and much more culpable, caufes of uncharitable 
judgment. Pride is hurt and wounded by every 
excellence in which it can claim no (hare ; and, from 
eagernefs todifcover a blemifh, refts upon the (light* 
eft appearance of one, as a fatisfying proof. When 
rivalry and competition concur with pride, our de- 
lire to efpy defefts increafes, and, by confequence, 
the grounds of cenfure multiply. Where no op- 
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pqfijtion of intarefts takes plape, envy has. to, much, 
infl^eoce iiji warping^ th^ judgment of m^ny. Eyea 
whenmone of tbefe caufcs operate, the iniyard cpn- 
fcipufxiefs of depravity 15 fufficient to 6J1 the mind 
with fivil thoughts pf others^ Whence (houlji a 
man fo readily draw his opinion pf men as from that 
chara£ler with which he is bjeft acquainted, hecaufp. 
it is bis own ? A perfoi^ pf loMf and bafe mind 
naturally imputes to others the fentiments which he 
finds congenial to himfelf ;^ and is incredulous of ev« 
cry c veUency which to hinn is totally unknown* 
|lc enjoys^ befides, confolation in the thought that 
otbers are no b/etter than himfelf ; that his weaknelT. 
e& and crimes are thofe of all men ; and that fuch 
as^ appear mojB; diftingiui(hed for virtue poffefs no 
real fuperiority, except greater dexterity in l:onceaU 
ing their vices. Soothing themfclves with this doc- 
trine in fecret, too many fofter and ftrengthen the 
bad opinipn whijch they entertain of all mankind. 
Rarely, if ever, have you ground to think \yell of 
that man's i^eart who is on every occafion given to 
think the worll of others. Let us obferve. 

In the fourth place, that fuitable to the fources 
vbiQiice a jealous and fufpiciqus temper proceeds, 
are the eflPeds which it produces in the world, the, 
crimes and mi&hiefs with which it fills fociety. It 
poifefles this unhappy diJCtinftion beyond the other, 
failings of the hi^nan heart, that while it impels 
n^en to violent deeds,, it juftifies to their own ap** 
prehenfion the exceflfcs wbich they commit. A- 
midft the uproar of other bad paflions, cpnfciencc 
z@ts as a re(lraining pow^r. Aa fopn as the tu« 
mult fu,bfides, remorfe exerts its influence, and rend-. 
ers the finner fenfible of the evil which he has done,. 
But tl^ ui^charitable m^^u is unfortunately fet loofc 
from 2ifiy fuc^ check or control. Through the 
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infatuation of prejudice, his judgment is perverted ; 
confcience is mifled ; the light within him is turned 
into darknefs. Viewing the objefts of his difpleaf- 
ure ^s evil men, he thinks himfelf entitled to give 
that difpleafure full vent ; and in committing the 
mod inhuman adlions, may fometimes imagine that 
he is doing good fervice to God. 

The firft fruits of an evil thinking fpirit are cal- 
umny and detradlion, by which fociety is fo often 
embroiled, and men are let at variance with one an- 
other. But, did it proceed no farther than cenfo- 
rious fpeech, the mifchief would be lefs. Much 
greater and more fcrious evils frequently enfue. 
What direful effefts, for inftance, have often flow- 
ed from rafh and ill founded jealoufy in private 
life ? No fooner has one allowed that daemon to 
take pofleflion of his mind, than it perverts his un- 
derftanding, and taints all his faculties. Haunting 
him by night and by day, bringing perpetually be- 
fore him the odious and difquieting forms which it 
has raifed up, it blackens every appearance to his 
view ; gives to trifles, which are in themfelves light 
as air, the weight of full confirmation ; till what 
was at firft a dubious furmife, or a flight difpleaf- 
ure, rifes at length into full belief and implacable 
fury. 

Hence families torn with the moft violent con- 
vulfions ; the huft>and armed againft the wife, the 
father againft the fon, the friend againft the friend : 
the plan of treachery and *iflaflination contrived, 
and the dagger plunged into the bofom of the in- 
nocent. — In public life, how often have kingdoms 
been fliaken with all the violence of war and rebel- 
lion, from the unjuft fufpicions which fubjefts had 
conceived of their rulers ; or the rafli jealolify 
which princes had entertained of their people ?— 
But it is in religious diOenfions chiefly, that the 

' mifchievous 
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mifchievous power of uncharitable prejudice has 
difplayed its full atrocity. Religion is always found 
to heighten every paffion on which it ads^ and to^ 
render every conteft into which it enters, uncommon- 
ly ardent ; becaufe the obje£ls which it prefents are 
of fuch a nature^ as ftrongly to feize and engage 
the human mind. When zeal for their own prin^ 
ciples has prompted men to view thofe of a diflFer- 
ent perfualion in the odious lights which bigotry 
fuggefts, every fentiment of humanity has too often 
]>een extinguifhed. The mild influence of that 
religion which breathes nothing but gentlenefs, has 
proved too fecible to reftrain the violent and bloody 
hand of perfecution ; and the uncharitable fpirit^ 
raging among contending parties, has . filled the 
world with fuch calamities and crimes, as have 
brought difgrace on the Chriftian name. 

Let us attend particularly to one awful inflance of 
the guilt which men may contrad, and of the ruin 
which they may bring upon themfelves, through the 
want of fairnefs and candour. The nation of 
the Jews were almoft noted for a narrow and unu 
chantable fpirit. When John the Baptift, and our 
blefled Lord, appeared among them, becaufe the 
former was auftere in his temper and retired ih 
his life, they pronounced of him that he had an evil 
fpirit ; and becaufe the latter, was open and fociable 
in his manners, they held him to be deftitute of that 
fan6iity which became a prophet. Their prejudice 
againft our Lord took its firft rife from a moft friv-. 
olous and contemptible caufe. Is not this the fan of 
'the carpenter ?.Can any good thing come out of Naz^ 
€ireth ? When his miracles repelled this reproach, 
and fufficently proved the eminence of his charafter, 
ftill they foftered their prejudices by this moft fu- 
tile reafoning. Have any of the rulers believed on 
Hm t Obftinate in their attachment to a temporal 
D % Mefiah, 
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Meffiali, and cantintiicg to vkw all our Saviouf a 
tondud with an evil eye. irhen he Gonvericd trtth 
bad men in order to reclaim them, they treated him 
as a campaimn of fnAlicans anifinntrs. fieeaule be 
difallowed fiheir gtv>undle& traditioD«, they held 
him to be a breaker of the Sabbath, and a contemner 
of religion, fiecaufe he proplhielied thse deftrafiwa 
of their temple, the^ aoeuCed him of being an ene# 
my to his own nation. Till at hll, tlm>ugh their 
perpetual mifconAradion of bis anions, their paf- 
fions became fo inflamed as to make them cry oitf 
with one voice. Away with this man to the deaths sn4 

give us Barabbas the robber. 'Viewing in tht^ 

dreadful event the confequences of want of candour^ 
let every man tremble to think evil rafiily of hi* 
brother. No one can tell how far uncharitable 
prejudices may carry him in guik, if he idlow them 
to harbour and gather ftrength within his bceafi. 
The cloud which rofefrom ihefea, no bigger than # 
fnan*s hand, may foon fwell and fpread, till it covisr 
the whole horizon, and difcharge with mod deftrue^ 
tive violence the gathered ftormi 

In the fifth place, as a fufpidous fpirit is ^ 
fource of fo many crimes and calamines in the 
world, fo it is the fpring of certain mifery to the pen- 
fon who indulges it. His friends will be lew ; aad 
fmall will be his comfort in thofe whom he pofleff- 
es. Believing others to be his enemies, he will of 
courfe make them fuch. Let his caution be ^evcr 
fo great, the afperity of his thoughts will often 
break out in his behaviour ; and, in return for (uf«- 
pefting and hating, he will incur fufpicion i^nd hap* 
-tred. Befides the external eviU which he draws 
upon himfelf, arifing from alienated friendibip, 
broken confidence, and open enmity ; the fu^ctous 
temper itfelfisoneof the word «vals whidb «ny 

man 
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mam oan fnffi^. If in aUftar there be torment, how 
sttfemUe muft be bis date who, by living in per« 
petual jealoufy^ lives in perpetual dread r Looking 
upon himfelf to bo furrounded i^ith fpies, enemies^ 
and defigning men, he is a firanger to reliance and 
tmft. He knows not to whom to open himfelf. 
He drefles his countenance in forced fmiles, while 
his heart throbs within from apprehenfiojis of fecret 
treachery. Hence fretfulnefs and ill humour, dif- 
guft at the world, and all tlie painful fenfations of 
an irritasted and embittered mind* 

So numerous and great are the evils ari^ng from 
a fufpiciotts difpofition, that of the two extremes it 
is more eligible to expofe ourfelves to occafional 
difadvantages from thinking too weU of C)thers, thaor 
to fufFer continual mifery by thinking always ill o£ 
lhein« It is better to be fometimes impofed upon^ 
than never to truft. Safety is purdiafed at tOQ 
dear a tate^ when, in order to fecure it, we are 
obliged to be always clad in armour, and to live id 
perinetual hoftility with our fellows. This is, for 
iht fake of living, to deprive ourfelves of the com^ 
fort of life. The man of candour enjoys his fitua* 
tioR, what ever it is, with cheerfulnefs and peace. 
Prudence dire£ls his intercourfe with the world ^ 
but no black fufpicions haunt his hours of reft. 
Accullomed to view the charaflers of his neigh- 
bours in the mod favourable light, he is like one 
who dwells amidft thofe beautiful fcenes of nature, 
-On wbi^h the eye refts with pleafurc. Whereas the 
fufpicious man, having his imagination filled with 
ail the fhocking forms of human falfehood, deceit^ 
imd treachery, refembles the traveller in the wilder* 
nefs, who diiceras no objeSis around him but what 
are either dreary or terrible ; caverns that open^ 
ferpents that hifs, and beads of prey that howl. 
Hence in him are venified ibofe dqfcWptions which 
D3 the 
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the Spirit of God has given us of the tnifery of the 
wicked. They Jhall h/ive no peace. They Jhall bt 
like the troubled fea^ when it cannot rejl. The Lord 
Jhall give them a trembling heart, and failing oj eyes, 
and for row of mind: And they fhall fear day and 
night, and have none affurance of hearts ■ I add. 

In the fixthand laft place^ that there is nothing 
which expofes men in a more marked ajnd dired 
inanner to the difpleafure of the Almighty, than a 
malignant and cenforious fpirit. I infill not now 
on the general denunciations of divine wrath againll 
malice and hatred. Let us only conlider under 
what particular defcription the Spirit of God brings 
this crime of uncharitable judgment. It is declar- 
ed to be an impious invafion of the prerogative of 
God, to whom alone it belongs to fearch all hearts, 
and to determine concerning all chara6lers. This 
privilege He often appropriates exprefsly to Him* 
felf, on purpofe to reftrain the raftmefs of cenfure 
among men ; requiring us to leave the judging of 
others to Him, and to attend to our own bufinefs 
and duty. Who art thou thatjudgeji another man*i^ 
fervant ? To his own majler, he flandeth or faUeih. 
Judge nothing before the time ; until the Lord come^ 
who fhall make manifefi the counfeh of the heart.* 
♦ It deCerves our maft ferious attention, that, in 
feveral paffages of Scripture, the great Judge of the 
world is reprefented, at the day of final retribution, 
as proceeding upon this principle, of rendering to 
men according to the manner in which they have 
^Sed towards their brethren. With the merciful, 
thou wiltfhow thyfelf merciful ; and with the Jra^ 
ward, thou wilt fhow thyfelf froward. JVith what 
judgment ye judge, ye Jhall be judged ; and tuith what ^ 

meqfure 

f Rpm. xiv. 4. I Connth. iv. 5. 
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fneafure ye mete, it Jhall be meafured to you again*. 
It is impoflible to form an argument of more force 
than this^ to reftrain all feverity of judgment among 
fuch as look forward to the tribunal of God. The 
argument extends not indeed fo far, as to reprefent 
our acceptance with the Deity as entirely fufpended 
upon the candour which we (how ih forming our 
ientiments of others. We know that other graces 
befides this are requifite in order to fit us for heav- 
en j and that without piety towards God, and faith 

,in the Lord Jefus Chrift, all our charity to men 

.will be found defective and vain. But this we know 
alfOy that in the heart which is dellltute of fairnefs 
and candour, the Spirit of God certainly dwells not ; 

. and that whatever appearances of religion the un*. 

.charitable man may aflume, on him the Sovereign 

of the univerfe lool^s with no favour. ^Thou who 

art a man full of frailties, who ftandeft in need, not 
merely of impartiality in thy divine Judge, but of 
indulgepce and mercy : Thou who imploreft daily 

. this mercy from Him, and prayed that He would 
remember thou art dufi, and not be ftrick to mark in^ 
iquity againjl thee ; dared thou, with thofe very pray- 
ers in thy mouth, proceed to judge without candour 

. of thy brethren, and upon the flighted grounds to 

, reprobate and condemn them ? O thou hypocrite ! 
(for by what other name can we call thee ?) vain 

. are all thy pretenlions to piety. InefFeftual is ev- 
ery plea which thou cand form for mercy from 
heaven. The precedent which thou had edablifti-. 

.ed afainft thyfelf is decifive. Thou had diftatcd 
the ientence of thine own condemnation, 

Oji the whole, it clearly appears that no part of 
the government of temper deferves attention more, 
than to keep our minds pure from uncharitable 

prejudices, 
♦ Pfalm xviii. 15, i5, Matth. vii. 2. 
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prejudices, and ojpen tb candour and humanity in 
judging of others. Thfe wdrft confe<juti!jtes, both 
to oufielvesand tb fodety, fotlow from the oppc^ 
lite fpirit. Let us Veware oF ^encoaraging a ha^Mt 
of fuipicion, by forming too fevere and hatfli opin^ 
ions concferning human nafture hi general. A greaft 
Jjro'pdrtidn of infirmity and corruptrorn, doubtlefe^ 
adheres to it ; yet tempered affo it is with vattMa 
mixtures of virrcre and good affeftion. Daricened 
asthe *Divineimage now is among *i*mkiiid, it is 
not Wholly efFaced. Much piety and ^oodnefs may 
lie hidden in hearts that are unknown to us. Vice 
is glaring and loud. The crimes df the widked 
make a noife in the world, and alarm fociety. True 
worth isTetired and modc:ft, and requires paiticftdafr 
fituations to bring it forth to public notice. Thte 
prophet Elijah, in a time of prevailing corruption, 
imafgined that all true Religion hafd forfafcen the !aiid, 
/, even I onfyy faid he to the Lord, am left to fervc 
thee. But the Almighty, who difcemed whart tv^as 
concealed from his imperfea view, replied. Yet fiave 
I lejt mefeven ihoufani men in IJratl who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal*. 

The aged, and the unfortunate, who have toiled 
through an uhfuccefsful life with long experience 
of the falfehood and fraud of evil men, are apt tote 
the moft fevere in the opinions which they enter- 
tain of others. For'fuch, their circumftancts m?ty 
be allowed to fortn fome degree c^ apology, fiat 
if, in youth and profperity, the fame hard fufjpicioiXs 
i^rit prevail ; if they who are beginnirig the career' 
of life fet out with all the fcrnples of dfftrttfl ; #, 
before they have had reafon to complain of the 
World, they betray the diflBdence of a jeateu's, and 
the malignity of a cenforious mind, fad is the pre- 
ifa^ tvhidi may thetide be drawn of thfeir fWcate 

diihonoun 

* I kings, xix. 14) i|» 
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dilhonour. From fuch^ you have nothing to look 
fcM- that ihall be either engaging in prirate life^ or 
xefpe'Sable in pnblic charader. To youth it par« 
ticularly belongs to be generous in fentiment, candid 
in opinion, undefigning in behaviour^ open to the 
moll favourable conftru&ion of anions and , con. 
du£l« Throughout all the ftages of life, candour is 
one of the moll honourable diftin£lions of the hu«« 
man tharadiet ; it is rontitCled with magnanimity ; 
it is juftified by wifdom ; it is fuitable to the rela« 
tion in which we (land to one another. But if rea« 
fon and humanity be ififuifficient to rellrain us from 
ralh and uncharitable judgments, let that awful de^ 
nunciation frequently r^found in our ears, HtfraU 
have judgment tnthmt mercy t^ho hnth Jha»td m 
mercy. 
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SERMON IV, 
On the Character of J O S E P H. 

GENESIS, xlv.5, 8. 

Now therefore he not grieved nor angry witkyour^ 
Jehes that ye fold me hither ; for God did fend mt 

before you to preferve life.- So now it was not 

you thatfent me hither^ but God. 

In this generous manner, Jofeph frames an 
apology for the unnatural behaviour of his bre- 
thren. He extenuates the atrocity of their crime, 
by reprefenting the happy eflFefts which it had pro- 
duced. He looks beyond all fecond caufes ; and 
recognizes, in the wonderful events of his life, the 

hand of the Almighty.. No human charafter, 

exhibited in the records of Scripture, is more re- 
markable or inftrudlive than that of this patriarchs 
He is one whom we behold tried in all the viciffi- 
tudes of fortune ; from the condition of a ilave, 
rifing to be ruler of the land of Egypt ; and 
in every ftation acquiring, by his virtue and 
wifdom, favour with. God and man. When over- 

fcer 
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fcer of Potiphar's, houfe, hisv^delity was proved 
by flrong temptations^ which he honourably refillecit. 
When thrown into prifoii by the artifice of a falfe 
woman^ his integrity and prudence foon rendered 
him confpicuoijiSj even in that dark manfion. When 
called into the prefence of Pharoah, the wife and 
cxtenfive plan which he formed for faving the king- 
dom from the miferies of impending famine, juftly 
raifed him to a high ftation, wherein his abilities wero 
eminently difplayed in the public fervice. But ia 
his whole hiftory there is no circumftance fo (IrUcing 
and interefting, as his behaviour to his brethren 
who had fold him into flavery. The moment ia 
which he made himfelf known to them, that mo- 
ment at which we are now to contemplate him, was 
the mod critical one of his life, and the mp{l deci*. 
five of his charader. It is fuch as rarely occurs ia 
the courfe of human events ; and is calculated to 
draw the highefl: attention of all who are endowed 
with any degree of fenfibility of heart. Let us con- 
fider the fentiment which Jofeph utters in the te^ct 
under two views, each of which is very inftruflivc 
to all Chriftians. I. As a difcovery of his cordial 
forgiv^nefs of his brethren ; and, II. As anfnftancc 
of his dutiful attention to the Providence of God« 

I. Th E raofl cordial forgivenefs is here difplayed, 
I (hall not recapitulate all the preceding hillory re- 
fpefling Jofeph and his brethren ; as it is well known 
by every one who has the leaft acquaintance with 
the facred writings. From the whole tenour of the 
narration it appears, that though Jofeph, upon the 
arrival of his brethren in Egypt, made himfelf 
flrange to them, yet from the beginning he intend* 
ed to difcover himfelf ; and (ludied fo to condu£l; 
. the difovery as might render the furprife of joy 
complete. For this end, by aflFc6ked feverity he 
took meafures for bringing down into Egypt all his 

father's 
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fatber'i chHdren. They were Aoir arrived tker e - 

and Benjamin among the reft^ who was his younger 
brother by the fame mother^ and was particularly 
beloved by Jofeph. Him he threatened to detain ; 
and feemed willing to allow the reft to depart^ 
This incident renewed their diftrefs. They all 
knew their father's extreme anxiety about the fafe<« 
ty of Benjamin^ and with what difficulty he had 
yielded to his undertaking thisjoupey. Should 
he be prevented from returning, they dreaded that 
grief would overpower the old man's fpirits, aikl 
prove fatal to his life* Jtidah, therefore, who had 
particularly urged the neceffity of Benjamin's ac« 
companying his brothers, and bad foleriinly pledged 
himfelf to their father for his fafe return, craved^ 
upon this occaiion, an audience of the govcrnour j 
and gave him a full account of the circumftancea of 
Jacob's family. 

Nothing can be more intereftirtg and patbetie 
than this difcourfe of Judah, as it is recorded in th^ 
preceding chapter. Little knowing to whom b^ 
fpoke, he paints, in all the colours of fimple and 
natural eloquence, the diftrefled fituation of the 
aged patriarch, haftening to the dofe of life ; long 
affii6ted for the loTs of a favourite fon, whom h€ 
fnppofed to have been torn in pieces by a beafl; of 
prey ; labouring now under anxious concern about 
his youngcft fon, the child of his old age, who alone 
was left alive of his mother, and whom nothing but 
the calamities of fevere famine could have moved 
a tender father to fend from home, and expofc to 
the dangers of a foreign land. If we bring kin noi 
hack with nSy we Jhall bring down the grey hmri of 
ihyfervant, our father^ withforrow, to the grave. I 
pray thee therefore^ let thy fervant abide infead of the 
young man, a bondman to our lord. For kowfhail I 
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ge %p to wf father, and Benjumin net mth me ?le^ 
ffee the evil that Jhall come on my father. 

Upon this relation, Jofeph cpuld noloqgerreftraia 
ittmfelf. The tender idims of his father and his father's 
lio^ff^ of his ancient honied his country and his kiist*. 
llr^ds ^ the diftrefs of bis family^ and bis own ex» 
ali^tioil, sM ruflied t^ (troagly upon his mind to 
iHsar any further wn^cealmcnt. He cried^ Caujk 
fvery maf^ to go out from me ; and he rt^epi alou4^ 
The tears which he £bed were not the tears 
irf grief. They were the borft of afiFe6lion. They 
w^re the efip^fion^ of a heart overiowing witb 
all the tender (en^t^iJities of nature* Fortnerjy h? 
^d beep moved in the fame manner, when he ^rft 
ffiw hijs brethren bejGore bipi* His bom Is yesrnei 
i^on them : he fought for a plaet where to weep. Ht 
m^nt, ini0 hismamier ; and then wufked his face and 
returned ^ them. At that period his generous 
f>lans wer^ not completed. But now, wb^a there 
}itfl^ h/^ farther occafion for conftrainiiig himfelf, b^ 
' ^$^ve free vent to the (Irong emotipns of his hearty 
Tile firft minifter to the king of £)gypt was not 
AQ»med to &ow, tl^at he felt as 4 m^n, and 11 
brother. Jfe wept aloud, and the Egyptians^ and Ike 
A9ufe of Pharcah he^rd him. 

The firft words whi^h his fwelliiig beiirt allowed 
km to ^ronpHni^^ are the n^ft fuitable to fuch am 
|iffe3:.iQg fitiiati<Hi wbv^h w^re ever uttered ; / am 
Jofeph ; dothnff father yet lii^e ? — ^Wh^t ceuld he, 
wfaatougb^h^, in tbat ioipaBioned motiient, to bav^ 
-feid wore ? This is d^ v^ce of ftajti^je h^rfclf, 
ijpeakix^ ber own la^gju^e ; and it pen^rates the 
Aefirt : No pomp of ^xpre^ffion ; no parade <d)uxA^ 
Xiefs J faut ftro<i^ afiFe£^n haftening to utter wha^ 
it %oi^y felt. His brethren could not avfmer him $ 
for theymer^e troubled at his prefence: Their filencQ 
is as eyiprei&Te of thofe emotions of repentance and 
ihan^^ ^b(«:I\» on this amazing difcovery^ filled their 
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breads^ and ftopped their utterance, as the few 
words which Joleph fpeaks are expreflive of the 
generous agitations which ftruggled for vent within 
Eim. No painter could feize a more ftriking mo* 
tnent for difplaying the chara£leriftical features of 
the human heart, than what is here prefented. 
Never was there a fituation of more tender and vir. 
tuous joy^ on the one hand ; nor, on the other, of 
more overwhelming confufion and coufcious guilt; 
In the fimple narration of the facred hiftorian, it is 
fct before us with greater energy and higher eflFed 
than if it had been wrought up with all the colour^ 
ing of the moft admired modem eloquence. 

When Jofeph had a little recovered himfelf from 
the firft tranfports of emotion, he proceeds to ex* 
plain his fituation to his brethren, and to (how 
them the beneficent purpofes for which he makes 
conceived himfelf to be raifed by Providence in- 
to power. The apology which he makes in the 
text for their former cruelty is uncommon and 
remarkable. Now therefore be not grieved nor an^ 
gry with your/elves that ye fold me hither ; for God 
did fend me before you to preferve you a pylerity in 
the earthy and to fave your lives by a great deliveranccm 
So now it was not you thatfent me hither^ but God : 
mid he hath made me a father to Pharoah, and lord 
of all his houfe^ and a rider throughout all the land of 
Egypt. This apology was, in truth, no fatisfa6lory 
excufe for their crime. For though the the over 
ruling- Providence of Heaven had fo direfted the 
courfe of events, as to render their bad intentions 
fubfervient to a happy iflue ; yet the badnefs of the 
intention originated entirely from themfelves. The 
envy and jealoufy which they entertained againft 
their brother, led them to the commiffion of an 
atrocious deed. The deed was voluntary j the 
crime was all their own ; and the interpofition of 
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Providence, in making unforefecn tonfequences fol- 
low from that crime, did not, coold not exculpate 
them from -guilt. It were an impious conclufion,- 
that becaufe God extradls good from our evi], we 
are not anfwerable for the evil which we perpetrate. 
God cannot be tempted with the evil, neither temptti 
he any man*. But the the fentiment in the text is to 
be confidered, as a colour which the generous hu* 
manity of Jofeph prompted him to throw on the 
conduft of his brethren. He faw the confufion 
with which they were overwhelmed in his prefence. 
He diverts^ their attention from'the remembrance 
of a crime which was now wringing their hearts with 
anguift, by reprefenting to them the happy efFcfts 
which that crime had produced. He fets them 
free from all uneafinefs on his account. He calls 
upon them to rejoice in his profperity ; and, in- 
ftead of dwelling on a painful recolleftion of their 
own conduft, to join with him in acknowledging 
and adoring the hand of the Almighty* 

How different is this amiable fpirit which Jofeph 
difcovers, from that harfli and oftentatious luperi^ 
ority which too often accompanies the pretended 
forgivenefs of injuries among thofe who call tfaem- 
fclves Chriftians ! They are ready to fay, that, for 
their part, they pardon the wrongs which have been 
done them ; they wifh that the perfons who have 
committed them may be able to forgive themfelves ; 
they leave them to God and to their own confcience. 
By the fevere fugge (lions which they throw out 
they difcovcr the inward bittcmefs of their fpirit ; 
and artfully gratify refentment, at the time when 
they profefs to exercife forgivenefs. Whereas the 
great and good man, whofe chara6ler we now con- 
fider, effaces all memory of the crimes which he 
pardons* He feeks to alleviate the remorfe of his 

brethren 
♦ James i. 13. 
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brethren by aa exten^s|don of tbcir guilt ; apc^ 
while he is preparing to o^ake their circ^umftaacea 
comfortable, ftudies at the (ame time to render their 
Kunds eafy and tranquil. 

This was i»Q( merely a traafieot easotion wit^ 
Jofeph^ omring to the firil burft of aflPe^on Qt^ 4i£. 
covering himfelf to his brethren. We have a dear 
ptroof» from a remarkable tranfa^ion which paflfe4 
nany years after this period, pf bisdifppfition qop^ 
taiaii^ the fame to the end of life. It i^ recorded 
in the laft chapter of this book, (hat wbea Jacd) 
died, bis foos began to be feLfed wifh feai* concern;, 
ing the treatment which they might receive from 
their brother. The guilty are always fufpictous. 
Confcious of their own bafenefs,^ they are incapably 
€>f conceiving the magnanimity of others. They 
&w the bond, which held the family together^ now 
broken by their father's death. They dceadpd .th4f: 
tbe refentment of Jofepb s^ainft them had hithertQ^ 
been only fuppreffed or CQUce^ed* Tkcyi [aid a-* 
mang thimfdvcs, peradventurc he will nop; hate us, 
and recite all the evil which we did wito him. Ua* 
icr this apprehenhon, they firft fqnt a meffage ta 
deprecate his difpleafure by th^ mempry of their 
common father ; and then appearing in his pre^ 
fence^ they fell down before his face, profeffiqg; 
themfelves to be his (ervunts, and prsLying him to 
forgive the trefpals which they had comnutted a^ 
gainft him. But no fiich hidden refeptment ^ 
they dreaded had ever lurked in the foul of Jofeph. 
On the contrary, when he beheld his brethren in 
this aSe&ing fituaiiop, bereaved of their ancient 
protedK)r^ and reduced, as they in^agii^ed, to thf^ 
naceffity of heading up their hands to him for 9er«. 
cy, be was overpowered by a tide of tender wxOt^ 
tions. Jofeph wept^ while his krethrtfi fp^itc unta 
him, Thefe affeflionate tears alone were fufficient 
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to ha^< affuted them of his fofgivenefs. But haft-. 
6ning alfo' by words to cKfpel their alarms^ he pref- 
ently added^ Fear not ; for though ye thought evil 
i^ainfi me, God meant it unto good. Now therefore, 
/ear yt not ; I mil liourijh you and pur Ifttle ones^ 
And he comforted them and [pake kinaly unto them^. 

Such was the laft incident that is recorded in th^ 
iife of this eminent perfonage, tljan whorn you will 
find few more diftinguiflied by an aflemblage of il- 
juftrious virtues ; ip the loweft adverfity^ patient 
and faithful ; in the higheft profperty, beneficent 
and generous ; dutiful and afFejftionate as a fon ; 
kind aud forgiving as a brother • accomplifhed as a 
ftatefman ; wife and provident as ?i ruler of the land. 
in fuch a charafiter you behold human nature pof- 
iefing k$ higheft honours. The fentiments which 
it infpires teM to enoble our minds ; and tp pre- 
vent their imbibing the fpiritof thofe hard, intereft^ 
.ed, and felf feeding men with whoni the world a« 
}K>unds. 

Th:e ftrfking example of forgivenefs wtich thd 
text difplays^ ought frequently to occur to out 
thoughts, amidft the various occ^afions of provoca- 
tion and offence which arife in our intercourfe with 
the world. If one -fo worthy and amiable, in the 
4ays too of bis youth and iunocenoe, fufFered fuch 
,cmel treatment fro;n.hi$ brothers^ ought we to be 
furprifed if, even from our neareft relatione, we 
meet withinjuflice pr ingratitude ? Wrongs aj^id in- 
juries are, more ot lefs, the portion, of all. Likef 
Deaths they are an evif unavoidable. No ftatioa 
is fo high^ no pov/er fp gre?it, no.charafiter fo un- 
blemi&e^ as to exempt tis from them. Jn the 
worlds UBgrateftd tjien^ falfc friends, and violenf 
..enemies, abound, tvery wife man ought to pre- 
pare himfeif for what he is to encounter in paflisg 
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through this thorny region. He is not to exped 
that he can gather grapes from t hi files ; nor to lofc 
the government of his mind, becaufe, in the midft 
of evil men, he is not allowed to remain^ like a fe* 
cret and inviolable perfon^ untouched and unin* 
jured. 

. As this view of our (ituation ought to blunt the 
edge of paflion and impatience, fo the alleviating 
circumllances which reafon will fuggefk, ought to 
mollify refentment. Think qf the various conftruc- 
tions which the aftions of men will bear. Confider 
how different the motives of him who hath given us^ 
offence, may have been from thofe which, in the 
heat of paQion, we afcribe to him ; bow apt all men 
are to be feduced by miftaken views of intereft, and 
how little ground we have to complain, if, upon a 
fuppofed interfering of intcrefts, we fuffer by others 
preferring their own to ours. Remember that no 
opinions which you form under the power of re- 
fentment can be depended upon as juft ; and that 
every one loads the intentions of his enemy with im- 
aginary degrees of malice. 

But admitting the injury you have received to be 
ever fo atrocious in its nature, and aggravated in 
its circumftances ; fuppofing it to be even parallel 
to that which Jofeph fuffered ; look up, like him, 
to th^t divine government under which we are all 
placed. If forgivenefs be a duty which we know 
God to have required under the moft awful fanc- 
tions, d^re we draw uponourfelves the merited ven- 
geance of that Superior to whofe clemency we are 
obliged daily to fly ? When, with hard and un- 
relenting difpofitions towards our brethren, we 
ieni up to Heaven prayers for mercy to ourfelves, 
thofe prayers return like imprecations upon our 
heads ; and oi^r very devotipm feal oi^r copdemna* 
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. The moft plain and .natural fenttments of equity 
concur with divine authority to (enforce the duty 
which I now recQmmend. Let him who has never 
in his life done wrong, be allowed the privilege of 
remaining inexorable. But let fuch as are confcious 
of frailties and crimes, confidei; forgivenefs as a debt 
which they owe to others. Common failings are the 
ftrongeft leffon of mutual forbearance. Were this 
virtue unknown among men, order and comfort, 
peace and repofe, would be ftrangers to human life. 
Injuries retaliated according to the exorbitant meaf* 
ure which paffion prefcribes, would jiiftify rcfent- 
ment in return. The injured perlon would be-, 
come the injurer ; and thus wrongs, retaliations, 
and freih injuries, would circulate in endlefs fuc^ 
ceffion, till the world was rendered a field of bloody 
Of all the paffions which invade the human breaft, 
rpveng/s is the ipoft direful. When allowed to 
reign with full dominion, it is more than fuiBficient 
to poifon the few pleafures which reipain to man in 
)vis prefesnt ftate. How much foever a perfon may 
fuffer from injuftipe, he is always in hazard of fuf«* 
feriQg more from the profecution of revenge, Th« 
vjolenpe of an enemy cannot m^i6i what is equal to 
the torment he creates to himfelf, by meatus of th^ 
fierce and defpier^te pailipns which be ?llow^ to rage 
19 his foul. 

. Thofe evil fpirits who inhabit the rpgions of miff 
cry, are reprefented as delighting in revenge and 
crueky. But all that is great and good in the uni« 
verfe, is on the fide of clemency and mercy. The 
Ahwghty Ruler of the world, though for ages offends 
led by the unrighteoufnefs, and infulted by the im» 
piety 4>f men, is long fuffering^ and jlow to anger ^ 
His Son, wilen he appeared in our nature, exhibit^. 
cd both in his life and his defatb, the moft illuC 
trious exanaple of forgivenefs which the world 
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e^er beheld. ' If you look into the luftoiy of 
mankind, you will find that, m every age, ihnfe 
who have been refpe£led as worthy, or admired as 
great, have been diftinguiflied for this virtue. Re*. 
venge dwells in little minds. A noble and mag'- 
x2animou8 fpirit is always fuperior to it* , It fttflFerli 
not from the injuries of men thofe (evere Ihocks which 
others feel. Colle£led within itfelf, it ftands un* 
inoved by their impotent aflaults ; and with geaer. 
ous pity, rather than with anger, looks down on 
their unworthy condu6t. It has been troly faid, 
that the greatefl man on earth can no fooner eoifi^. 
mit an injury, than a good man can make bicAfelf 
greater, by forgiving it« Tofeph, at the momett 
when we now (contemplate him, had entirely under 
his power all thofe unnatural brethren who had been 
guilty towards him of th^ moft cruel outrage which 
men eotild perpetrate. He could have retained 
them for ever in that Egyptian bondage to wbicb 
they had once configned him % and have gratified, 
revenge by every accumulation of dilgrace whfcfc 
defpotic power enabled him to inflid. Had h^ 
aded thiis part, he might for a while have been fomh« 
ed by the pleafures of his high ftation ; but fe« 
morie, in the end, 'would have fiung his (bed. 
Cruelty would have rendered him unhappy withift 
himfelf, as well as odious to others ; and bis xwaib 
would have perifhed among the crowd of thofe coti« 
temptible ftatefmen whofe a^ons ftain the annats 
of hiftory. Whereas now, his charaAer ftaiids 
among the foremoft in the ranks of fpotlefs fame* 
His memory is bleffed to all generations. His et.'^ 
ample continues to edify the world ; and he UtHftlf 
iliines in the celeftial regions as the brighCmfs of the 
firmament, and as the Jtars^/or ever and ever* Let 
us noW| 
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. IL CoHstDER th9 fenUment contaiaed in tbe 
t€^ 0<>t onljr a6 a difcovery of cordial forgivenefis^ 
iut as an ^xpreffion of devout attention to the cqn- 
du£l of Providence* So now it was not yoy^ thatfmt 
me hither, but God. Remark how beautifully piety 
and humanity are^ in this inftanc^, conneded to. 
^ethen As we are told of Cornelius^ the good 
CentunaOy that his prayers and his alms, his devo- 
lion and his good works^ came up together in me^o^ 
Hni btfcr^ God j fo here we perceive fraternal af- 
feClion abd religious reverance, mingling in ^one 
emolioA within the patriarch's heart* In a perfon 
ef low and vulgar mind> the fenfations on fuch an 
occafioo would haive been extremely different* 
JLooking back on the paft events of his life, he would 
ihave afcfibed all the adverfity which he had fuffer^ 
^d to the pcrverfe treatment pf his brothers ; and 
ibU the profperity which he afterwards attained, to 
his pwn good coodu£l and wifdom ; and by confe. 
^uence would have remained imbittered againfl the 
inftraments of the one, and filled with pride and 
jCslf fuflBiciency on account of the other. But the 
4leval;ed aed noble mind of Jofeph rejeded fuch 
im^worthy f<n)timents. Contemplating the hand of 
God in all that had befallen him, he effaced the re- 
membrance of thofe e¥tl* deeds which had produced 
liis adverfity ; and for his profperity he affe£led no 
ipraife 'to himfelf, but afcrihed it entirely to the will 
if Heaven. Let us take ndjce, that this is. not the 
.xdie&ion of a private, retired man, whofe fituation 
iBtigfat be (uppofed to favour fuch devout medita,. 
^ons« It is the refled;ion of one, who was leadings 
hafy and a feducing life, in the midft of a court • 
due fiwrounte of the greateft monarch who was then 
ioBown in the world. Yet him you behold, amidft 
the !&ibmiffion and adulation which- Was paid to 
him, ppeferving the moderation and fimplicity of a 
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virtuous mind ; and, amidft the idolatry and lalfe 
pbilofophy of the Egyptians^ maintaining tfaci prin.< 
tiples of trtie religion^ and giving glory to the Go? 
of Ifrael. 

From thi^ union of piety with huAianity, which is 
fo confpicuous in the fentiments of Jofeph, there 
arifes one very important inftruftion y that a de- 
vout regard to the hatid of God in the various events 
of life, tends to promote good difpolitions and af« 
fedions towards men. It will be found by thofe 
who attjend to the workings of human nature, that 
a great proportion of thofe malignant paffions which 
break out in the intercouifc of mcn^ arifes from 
Confining their attention wholly to fecond caufes, 
and overlooking the firft caufe of all. Hence, they 
are infolent in profperity, becaufe they difcera 
nothing higher than their own abilities ; and in adu 
verfity they ate peevifh and unforgiving, becaufe 
jthey have no objeft on which to fix their view, but 
the conduft of men who have afted as their eneu. 
inies. They behold no plan of wifdom or goodnefs 
carried oh throughout nature, which can allay the 
difcompofure of their mind. As*foon as their temu 
per is ruffled, the world appears to them to be a cons- 
jtinued fcene of difaflers and injuries, of confufed 
events, and of unreafonable rnen. Whereas, to 
the pious man, the contemplation of the univcrfc 
exhibits a very diflFerent fpedacle. In the midftof 
feeming cpnfufion he traces a principle of order ; 
and by attention to that order, his mind is harmon. 
ized aj^d calmed. He beholds a wife and righteous 
Governoiir prefiding over all the commotions 
which are raifed by th« tumult of conflifting pa€- 
iions and intercfts j guiding, with imperceptible 
influence, the hand of the violent to beneficient 
J)urpofes J accomplifhing unexpeQied ends by 
the mod improbable means ; obliging the wralh 
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<^ man to praifc him ; fometitnes humbling the 
mighty^ fometimes exalting the low ; often fnaring 
the wicked in the devices which their hands have .^ 
wrought. Refpe£lful acknowledgment of this di- 
vine government, controls the diforders of inferior 
paflions. Reverence for the decrees of Heaven in- 
spires patience and xpoderation. Truft in that per- " 
fe£l wifdom and goodnefs which diredls all for the 
beft, diminifhes the (hock which worldly difafters 
occafion. The irritation of paflion and refentment^ 
will always bear proportion to the agitation which 
we fuffer from the changes of fortune. One who 
conne£ls himfelf with nothing but fecond caufes, 
partakes of the violence and irregularity of all the 
inferiour movements belonging to thi^ great ma- 
chine. He who refers all ta God, dwells, if we may 
fpeak fo, in that higher fphere where motion begins : 
he is fubje£l to fewer (hock^ and concuffions, and is^ 
only carried along by the motion of the univerfe. 

How can mildnefs or forgivenefs gain place inf tbe^ 
temper of that man, who, on occafion of every ca- 
lamity which he fuffers from the ill ufage of 
others, has no fanftuary within his own brcaft to 
which he can make retreat from their vexations ; 
who is pofleflfed of no principle which is of fuffi* 
cient power to bear down the rifing tide of peevifh 
and angry paflions ? The violence of an enemy or 
the ingratitude of a friend, the injuftice of one man, 
and the treachery of another, perpetually dwell and 
rankle in his thoughts. The part which they have 
a£led in bringing on his diftrefs, is frequently more 
grating to him than the diftrefs itfelf. Whereas 
he who in every event looks up to God, has always 
in his view a great and elevating obje£i which in- 
fpires him with magnanimity. His mind lies open 
to every relieving thought, and is inclined to every 
fuggeftion of generofity. He is difpofed to fay 
E4 with 
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wifS Jofeph, it was not you tkatfent me hither, but* 
God ; with Bavid^ it is the Lord ; lei him do what 
Jtemcth gosd m his eyes ; and, with a greater Pcrfon- 
age than cither of thefe, fhe cup which my Father 
hath given me to dlrink^Jhall I not drink it ? Hence 
arifes fuperiority to many of the ordinary provoca- 
tions of the virdrld« For he looks upon the whole 
of his prefent hfe as part of a great plan which is 
carried oh uhder the dire£lioti c^ Heaven. In this 
plan he views men as ading their feveral parts, and 
contributing to his good or evih Btit their parts 
l^e cotifiders as fubordinate ones i which, though 
tjiey may juftly merit his afiFe£tion, and may occa« 
tonally call forth his refentment^ yet afford no proper 
foundation to vk>lent or malignatit paffion. He 
looks upon bad men as 6nly the rod with which the 
Almighty chaftens ; like the peftilcnce, the earthr 
quake, or the ftorm. In the diidft of their injuf^ 
tice and violence he can pity their bliiidnefs ^ an4 
imit>te purbleffed Lord in praying, Father, forg^ivt 
them ; for they know not what they do. 



SJERMON 



Digitized 



by Google 



ti 



6 E ft M O H V. 
Oft die CfiAiiACTER of H A Z A £ L. 



2 KINGS, viii. 12, ig. 



And Hazadfaid, Why xoeeptih my Lard f And hi 
Mnfweredy Becauft I know the evil that thou wilt 
do unto the children of Ifrael. Their Jlrmg hotis 
wilt thoufet onjire^ and their young men wilt thou 
jlaywith the/word^ and wilt dajh their children, 
and rip up their women with child. And Hazael 
* faid^ But'whatf is thyfervant a dog, that heJhouU 
do this great thing ? And Elijha anfwered^ The 
Lord hathjkewed me that thou Jhalt be king over 
Syria. 

IN the days of Joram, king of Ifrael, flouriflbi- 
ed the prophet £Iiflia* His chara^r was fo emi« 
iieot, and his fame fo widely fpread, that Benhadad 
the king of Syri$, though an idolater, fent to coq« 
fult him cpncerning the iflue of a diftemper ^hiGk 
threatened his life. The meflenger employed on 
this occafion was Has^el, who appears to have been 
qne of the princes, or chief mtn^ of the Syrian 

court. 



Digitized 



by Google 



8a On the CharaScr of HazacL Serm. V. 

court. Charged with rich gifts from the king^ be 
prefents himfelf before the prophet, and accofts htm 
in terms of the higheft refpefl. During the confer^ 
ence which they held together, £li(ha fixed his eye 
ftedfaftly on the countenance of Hazael ; and dif- 
cerning, by a prophetic fpirit, his future tyranny 
and cruelty, he could not contain himfelf from 
burfting into a flood of tears. When Hazael, in 
furprife, inquired, into the caufe of thisfuddenemo. 
tion, the prophet plainly informs him of the crimes 
and barbarities which he forefaw that hereafter he 
fliould commit. The foul of Hazael abhorred, at 
this time, the thoughts of cruelty. Uncorrupted, 
as yet, by ambition orgreatnefs, his indignation a-> 
rofe at being thought capable of fuch favage a£tions^ 
as the prophet had mentioned ; and, with much 
warmth, he replies. Bat what^ is thy fervant a dog, 
that he Jhauld do this great thing ? Elifha makes no 
return. but to point out a remarkable change which 
was to take place in his condition ; The Lord hath 
Jhewed me that thoujhalt be king over Syria. In 
courfe of time^ all that had been predi£led came to 
pafs. Hazael afcended the throne ; and ambition 
took pofleflion of his heart. He fmote the children 
oj Ijratl in all their coajls. He opprejfed them dwr^ 
ing all the difys oj King Jfehoahaz* j and, from what 
is left on record of his a6lions, plainly appears to 
have proved what the prophet forefaw him to be, 
a man of violence, cruelty, and blood. 

In this paffage of hiftory, an objeft is prefented 
which deferves our ferious attention. We behold 
a man who, in one ftate of life, could not look upon 
certain crimes without furprife and horrour ; who 
knew fo little of himfelf, as to believe it impoffible 
for him ever to be concerned in committing them ; 
tkat fame man, by a change of condition, transform^ 
ed in all his fentiments, and as he rofe in greatnefs^ 

rifing 
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rifing alfo in guilt ; till at lafl: he completed that 
whole charafler of iniquity which he once detefted. 
Hence the following obfervations naturally arife« 
I. That to a mind- not ent^ly- corrupted, fenti. 
ments of abhorrence at guilt are natural. I L That^ 
notwithftanding thofe fentiments, the mind may 
be brought under the dominion of the vices which 
it had moft abhorred* III. That this unhappy re« 
volution is frequently owing to a change of men^a 
external circumftances and condition in the world. 
Tfaefe obfervations are to make the fubjed of the 
prefent difcourfe ; and will lead us to fuch a view 
of human nature^ as^ it is hoped/ may be of gener-. 
al ufe. 

I. Sentiments of abhorrence at guilt are nat« 
nral to the human mind. Hazael's reply to th^ 
Prophet fliews bow ftrongly he felt them. Js thy 
fervant a dog, that he Jbould do this great thing ? 
Is he^ or can he ever be, fo bafe and wretched as to 
perpetrate crimes which would render him unworthy 
of bearing the name of a man ? This is the voice of 
human nature, while it is not as yet hardened in in« 
iquity. Some vices are indeed more odious to the 
mind than others. Providence has wifely pointed 
the (harped edge of this natural averfion againft the 
crimes which are of moft pernicious and deftrudive 
nature ; fuch as treachery, oppreflion, and cruelty* 
But in general, the diftin£lion between moral good 
amd evil is fo ftrongly marked, as to ftamp almoft 
every vice with the charader of turpitude. Prefent 
to any man, even the moft ignorant and untutored^ 
an obvious inftance of injuftice, falfehood, or im« 
piety ; let him view it in a cool moment^ when no 
paflBon blinds, and no intereft warps him ; and you 
will find that his mind immediately revolts againft' 
k, as ibameful and bafe, nay^ as deferving puni{h« 
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ment. Hefice^ in rcafontng on the th^r^Eters o£ 
others, however men may miftake «s to (aQ,&^ yet 
they generally praife and blanae according to tb« 
principles of (buindmoraUty. 

With refped; t6 their own ckmrd&tr, ji fiotoriotttf 
partiality too generally mifleads their judgmeiit* 
But it i^ remarkable, that no finner ever avpvrs di« 
tcC^y to himfelf^ that he has been guilty of gm£s 
And down right iniquity. £ven when engaged by 
his paffions in the Gommiffion of the greateft crimes^ 
he always palliates them to bis own mind by foaoe 
cxtennation or apology, fome pretended noceffiityy 
or fome borrowed colour of innocence. Such^pow^ 
er the undeniable dignity of virtue, and the ackndWi* 
ledged turpitude of vice, poflfefs over every human 
heart. Thefe fentiments are the remaining impred. 
fions of that law, which was originally written oit 
the mind of man. They are gleams of that light 
which once fiione clear and ftrong within us i akd 
vrhich, though it be now greatly obfcured, yet caon* 
tinues to ihoot a feeble ray athwart the darkoefe of 
human nature.^^-*— ^But whatever fentiments of abMi 
horrence at vice we may at any time oitertain, wtt 
have iio reafen to build upon thefe a preftimptuoiM 
confidence of our continuance in virtue. For dm 
next inftruflion which the text fuggefts, is^ 

II. THATfuch is man's ignorance of his oiri^. 
charafter, fuch the frailty of his nafure, that he may 
one day become infamous for thofe very cririm 
which at prefent be holds in deteftation. This ob« 
fervation is too well verified by the hiflory of Hazai^ 
ei ; and a thoufand other inAances might be broUf^iC 
to confirm it. Though there as nothing which ev* 
ery perfon ought to know fo thoroughly as bis own 
heart, yet from the conduft erf men it appears, that 
there is nothing with which they are lefs acquaint^ 
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ed. Alwwyfi more prone to flatter tlmmkhrts, than 
defirous to dirco\reF the tratii, tfaey truft to their be* 
ai^ pcrfTefled of everj virtae which has not beeti 
pist to the trial $ and reckon themfislves fecure a.* 
gnmt^tvtty vice t6» vhtcb they have not hitherto 
been tempted^ A4 long as their d»ty hangs in fpec^ 
idation, it appears fo plain, and fo eligible, that tt^y 
cmnotdottbt of perfbrming it.. The fu(picion nev«. 
er entei:i their mind, that in the hour of fpeculatioD^ 
and in the hour of pra&ice, their fentitnents may 
^fiffier widtly. Their prefent difpofition they eafily 
pc^fuade ifaemAdves will ever contintse the fame'; 
am} yet that difpofition i$ changing with circumftan^ 
f»s evtry inoment. 

The man who glows with the warm feelings of 
devotion, imirginea it tmpoffible for him to lofe that 
fenfetif the divine goodnefs which at prefent^melts bi$ 
hfeairt. He whom bis friend bad lately faved from 
min^ i» confident that, if fome trying emergency 
fi»U poc bis graUCttde to proofs he. will rather die 
than ffbamdon his betiefa£k>r. He who lives happy 
and contented in frngal itiduftry, wonders how any 
man can give himfelf up to diflblute plea fu re. 
Were any <rf chofe perfoirs infotmed by a fuperior 
fpintf that the time was fliortly to come when the 
otaeAonld prove an example of fcandakius impie^ 
ty, the other of treachery tabis friend, and the third 
<^aU Ikac CKtrafvagant luxury which difgraces a grow^ 
ihg fi^Ttune ; each of them would teftify as much 
fafprille anfd aberrance as Haz^ael did, upon hear^ 
log the predidiems of the prophet. Sincere they 
zotgtit r^ry poffibly be in their exprefficxns of indig*^ 
mtion; fir hyp0erify is not always to be charged on 
men whofe condod is inconfiftent. Hazael was in 
exrneft, when be relented with fuch ardanr the im<- 
pMation of cmelty. The Apoftle Peter was lin« 
ce^ wkeorbe madethe atealous profej&on, that though- 
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be (hould go to prifon and to -death with his mafter^ 
he would never deny him. They were fincere ; 
that is, they fpoke from the fulnefs of their hearts 
and from the warmth of the prefent moment ^ but 
they did not know themfelves^ as the events which 
followed plainly fhowed* So falfe to its principles^ 
too frequently, is the heart of man ; fo weak is the 
foundation of human virtue ; fo much reafon there ^ 
is for what the gofpel perpetually incultates con- 
cerning the neceffity of diftrufting ourfelves, and 
depending on divine aid. Mortifying^ I confefs, is 
this view of human nature ; yet proper to be attends 
ed to by all^ in order to efcape the mod fatal dang^ 
ers. For, merely through unguarded conduft, and 
from the want of this prudent Aifpicion of their own 
weaknefs, how many, after the mod promifing be^ 
ginnittgs, have gradually apoftatized from every 
principle of virtue ; until, at laft, it has become as 
difficult for one to believe, that they ever had any 
love of goodnefs, as it would have been once to 
have perfuaded tbemfelves that they were to ad« 
vance to fuch a height in wickednefs ? 

In fuch cafes as I have defcribed, what has be« 
come, it may be enquired, of thofe fentiments of .ab« 
horrence at guilt which were once felt fo ftrongly ? 
Are they totally erafed ? or, if in any degree they re- 
main, how do fuch perfons contrive to fatisfy them-r 
felves in a6):ing apart which their nliiids condemn ? 
Here, there is a myftery of iniquity which re-, 
quires to be unfolded. Latent and fecret is the 
progrefs of corruption within the foul ; and the 
more latent, the more dangerous is its growth* No 
man becomes of a fudden completely wicked. Guilt 
never {how& its whole deformity at once ; but by 
gradual acquaintance reconciles U3 to its appearance, 
and imperceptibly diffufes its poifoa through all 
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the powers of tKe mind. Every tnan has fome 
darling paffion, which generally aflFords the firft in* 
troduSion to vice. The irregular gratifications in- 
to which it occaConally feduccs him, appear under 
the form of venial weaknefles ; and are indulged in 
the beginning, with fcrupuloufnefs and referve. 
But, by longer praftice, thefe reftraints weaken, and 
the power of habit grows. One vice brings in an- 
other to its aid. By a fort of natural afiinity they 
qonneA and entwine themfelves together ; till their 
roots come to be fpread wide and deep over all the 
foul. When guilt rife$ to be glaring, confcience 
endeavours to rensonftrate. But confcience is a 
calm principle. Paflion is loud and impetuous ; 
and creates a tumult which drowns the voice of rea-i 
fon. It joins, befides, artifice to violence ; and fe« 
duces at the fame time that it impels. For it em- 
ploys the underflanding to impofe upon the con- 
fcience. It devifes reafons and arguments to juf- 
tify the corruptions of the heart. The common 
praQice of the world is appealed to. Nice diftinc- 
tipns are made. Men are found to be circumftanced 
in fo peculiar a manner, as to render certain a£):ions 
excufable, if not blamelefs, which, in another fit na- 
tion, it is confefled, would have been criminal. By 
fiich a procefs as this, there is reafon to believe, that 
a great part of mankind advance from (tep to (lep 
in fin, partly hurried by paifion, and partly blinded 
by felf deceit, without any juft fenfe of the degree 
of guilt which they contra£l. By inveterate habits, 
their judgment is, at length, perverted, and their 
moral feelings are deadened. They fee now with 
other eyes ; and can look without pain on evil ac- 
tions which they formerly abhorred. 

It is proper, however, to obfei:ve, that though our 
native fentiments of abhorrence at guilt may be fo 
borne down, or fo eluded, as to lofe their influence 
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jM cbnfdu£):^ y«^ thofe fentimente bdlongiflg origiiw 
ally to our frame, and being never lot^Uy eradicated 
from the foul, will ftill retain fo much authority, as 
if not to reform, at leaft, on fomc oceafion3, to chaft-t 
en the finner. It is only during a courfe of prof» 
perity, that vice is able to carry on its delufions 
l^rithotit difturbance. Bat amidft the dark aiKl 
thoughtful filuations of life, conficience regains its 
rights I and pours the whole bitternefs of remorfd 
on his l^eart, who has apoftati^ied from his original 
principles. We may well believe that, before the 
end of his days, Hazad's firfl; impreffions would bd 
made to return. In the hour of adverfity, the re-? 
membrance of his conference with the venerable 
Prophet would fting bis heart. Comparing the 
fentiments which, in thofe his better days, he felt, 
with the atrocious cruelties which he had afterwards 
committed, all the honours of royalty would be xm^ 
able to fave him from the inward fenfe of bafene^ 
a«d infaftiy, ' 

From this view which has been eichil^ted of ike 
progrefs ^ corruption, and of the danger to which 
we are expofed, of failing from principles which 
once appeared firmly eftablifhed, let us receive 
ufeful admonition for our own condufl. Let mi 
him that girdeth on his harnefsy hoajt like hiiH^ 
!^hat puttHh it off. JL.et no man place a raih and 
dangerous confidence in his virtue. But let him 
/that thinketh hefiandtth^ take ke^d leji hefalL Never 
;adventure on too near an approach to what is evil. 
Familiafixe not yourfelvcs with it, in the flighted 
itiftances, without fear. Liften with reverence to 
every reprehenfion of confcience ; and preferve the 
iifioft quidc and accurate fenfibility .to right and 
wrong. If ever your moral imprcffions begin to 
decay, and your natural abhorrence of guilt to lef-sr 
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fen, you have ground to dread that the ruin of vir* 
tue is faft approaching* While you employ all the 
circunirpe£iion and vigilance Khich reafon can fug* 
geft, let your prayers^ at the fame timei continually 
afcend to God for fuppoFt and aid* Remember 
that from him defcendeth every good andptrfcH gift: 
and that to him only it belongs to keep you from falU 
ing,dndto^ frejcnt youjaultlefs before the prejenu 
of his glory with exceeding joy^ 1 proceed now to 
the' 

Illd Observation from the text^ That the 
power which corruption acquires to pervert the 
original principles of inan, is frequently owing tp a 
change of their circumftances and condition in the 
world* How different was Hazael^ the meffengct 
of Behhadad, from Hazael the king; he, who ftarted 
at the npention of cruelty, from hira who waded in 
blood } Of this fad and furprifing revolution, the 
Prophet emphatically afligns the caufe, in thefe few 
words ; The Lord hath Jhewed me that thou Jhalt be 
king over Syria. That crown, that fatal crown, 
which is to be fet upon thy head, ftiall Ihed a ma- 
lignant influence oyer thy nature ; and fliall pro- 
duce that change in thy charafter, which now thou 
canft not believe,— —Whofe experience of the 
world is fo narrow, as not to furnifti him with in- 
fiances fimilar to this^ in much humbler conditions 
of life ? So great is the influence of a new fituation 
of external fortune ; fuch a different turn it gives 
to our temper and affeflions, to our views and de* 
fires, that no man can foretel what his charafter 
would prove, ihould Providence either raife or de- 
prefs his circumftances in a remarkable degree, or 
throw him into fome fphere of a£lion widely differ- 
ent from that to whicli he has been accuftomed in 
former life. The 
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The feeds of various qualities, good and ba^^ 
lie in all our hearts. Biit^ until proper occafions 
ripen and Ijring them forward, thTcy lie there inac- 
tive and dead. They are covered up and conceal- 
ed within tl^e recedes of our nature ; or, if they 
fpring up at all, it is under fuch an appearance as 
is frequently miftaken, even by ourfelves. Pride, 
for in (lance, in certain fituatiohs, has no opportu- 
nity of difplaying itfelf, but as magnanimity, or 
fenfe of honour. Avarice appears as necefiary and 
laudable economy. What in one ftation of Ufe 
would difcover itfelf to be cowardice and bafenefs 
of mind, paffes in another for' prudent circumfpcc- 
tion. What in the fulnefs of power would prove 
to be cruelty and oppreffion, is reputed, in a fubor- 
dinate rank, no more than the exercife of proper 
difcipline. For a while, the man is known neith- 
er by the world nor by himfelf, to be what he tru- 
ly is. But bring him into a new lituation of life, 
which accords with his predominant difpofition ; 
which ftrikes on certain latent qualities of his foul, 
and awakens them into a£tton ; and as the leaves 
of a flower gradually unfold to the fun,, fo fhall all 
his true cbarafter open full to view. 

This may, in one light, be accounted not fo much 
an alteration of charafter produced by a change of 
circumftances, as a difcovery brought forth of the 
real charafter, which formerly lay concealed. , Yet, 
at the fame time, it is true that the man himfelf un- 
dergoes a change. For opportunity being given 
for certain difpofitions, which had been dormant, 
to exei't themlelves without reftraint, they of courfe 
gather ftrength. By means of the afcendancy 
which they gain, other parts of the temper are borne 
down ; and thus an alteration is made in tht whole 
ftrufture and fyftem of the foul, ' He is a truly 
wife and good man who, through divine affiflance, 
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reioaim fuperiotrr to this influence of fortune on biat 
chamber ; who' baling (^ce imbibed worthy fen^ 
titnents^ and eftabhChed pfrpper printiplc^ of a£tion/ 
CQQtiauesconftantto tbefe^ whatever his circum-^ 
fiances be ; mraintains^ throughout all the changes: 
of his iife^ one uniform and fupported tenour of 
condud t and what he abhorred as evil and wicked 
in the beginning of bis daysy cominues' to abhor ta 
the end.; But how rare is it to meet with this hon- 
orable coniiftency among men^ while they arepaf-; 
fing through the different ftations and periods ol 
life ! When they are fetting out in the world, be-' 
fore their minds have been greatly mifled or de- 
bafed, they glow with generous emotions, and Idbk 
with contempt on what is fordid and guilty. But 
advancing farther in life, and inured by degrees' 
to the crooke;d ways of men ^ prelBng through the 
crowd, and the buftle of the world ; obliged to con- 
tend with this man*^ craft, and that man's^ fdorn f 
accuflomed^ fon^etimes, tcr conceal their £l?ntinrents^ 
and often to ftifte their feelingfi, they becatne at laft 
hardened in heart, and. familiar witb corruptioh. 
Who would not drop a teaif over this fed, but fre^-^ 
quent fall of human probit/ aii'd honour ? Who is 
not humbled, when' h« beholds the I'efrned fenti- 
ments afid high principles on which we are. fo ready 
to value ourfelves,- brought to fach a fhamefirl iffue ^ 
and man, with all his boiftcd attainments of reafon^ 
difcovered fo often to be the creature of liis extei*- 
nal fortiine, mouldod and formed by the incidentsr 
of his life ? ' 

: The inffancef of fifa2:ael's diegerfetaty leads us ta 
reftea,:in particular, on the dangers which arife 
fron) ftations of power, add greatftefar; efpecially 
whyen the elevation of pi^n to thefe ,ha$ been rapid 
JttKi fuddfn. . Few^ have, Uic (jbrength of mind wbicb 
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istequi fite forbearing fuch'a change mth t^tnparaticr 
and fclf command. The refpe€l i^hichis paid to 
the gi'eat, and the fcope which 4he*r condition af- 
fords for the indulgence of pleafure^ are perilous 
circumftances to virtue. When men live aniong 
their equals, and ate accuftomed to encounter the 
hardfliips of life, they are of courfe reminded <if 
their mutual dependence on each other, and of v|he 
, dependence of all upon God. But when they are 
highly exalted above their fellows, they meet with 
few objefts to awaken f(jrious refleftion, but with 
many to feed and inflame their paflions. They are 
apt to feparate their intereft from that of all around 
Ihem ; to wrap themfelves up in their vain .gran« 
deur ; and in the lap of indolence and felfifh pleaf- 
ure, to acquire a cold indifference to the concerns 
even of thofe whom they call their friends^ The 
fancied independence into which they are lifted up, 
is advcrfe to fentiments of piety, as well as of hu- 
manity; in their heart. Taking the timbrel ani the 
harp, and rejoicing at the found of the organ, they fay 
unto God, Depart from us, for we defire not theknowU 
edge of thy ways. What is the Almighty that ufi 
Jbouldferve him ? or what profit fhould we have, if xu^ 
pray unto him ? 

But we are not to imagine, that elevated ftationt 
in the world furnifh the only formidaWe trials to 
whichour virtue is expofed. It will be found, that we 
areliabletonofewer nor lef^ dangerous temptations^ 
from theoppdfite extremeof poverty and deprelfion. 
When men who hrtve knowr^ better days, are thrbwu 
down into abjeft fituations of fortune, their fpirits 
are broken and their tenlpcr foured. Envy rankles 
in their bread atfuch as are more fuccefsfiil. I^hc 
providence of Heaven is accufed in fecret murmurs ; 
and the fenfe of mifery is ready to pufli them jnto 
atrocious crimes^ in order to better th«ir ftate. A-r 
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hpt^cny^^^re^ too c^^c^p fpunji to prevail. liaw' a|id 
p«bi,urifi,^,cv^^^ ;Srtrnan powers. 

^fti(jjCj , fl^Driye tperi 91 ^fik^^jpropGr means of knoWU ' 
edge i^^i^ ifeprpv^ an'J w^eri^ ighorai^ce .14. 

Qj^f^it is always, in^h^z^rd ol^ cajgf/ftqeiring pre- 

t Honcte It ha^ R^^P. gpnj^ijally. tn^,ppimQrt or wife, 
ihenii^ll^gcs, that tK^r^i$ a certain miq^e coiiditiou 
at ^fe^eqjially remote frojB either oF thofe extremes ~ 
qf fo;: tone,. which, .though it wpdf ,p,ot.aIf6 Its own' 
<Iange5;5,* yet i^ on,^t^e w^olc^ the ftate mott favour- 
able .lv>th.^o^ virtue -fiii^ to hiappjibef^l , f or there^^ 
lu^urj^'andpriile.pl) tli^io^ hzincl, h^v^ fiot opporJ' 
tujnitv iqi^x^iyaX^ or intpxicate the'niind* nor waiU* 
arid acpendeiLce pn.the other, to lint a,nd! debafe it; 
th|erjB,,all fehe'natiye a^Q^ions of .the foul have the ; 
freeH arid faireft e^c^ci^^^ the e^ii'ality of men' is" 
fieh^ friendihipi aip' ,w and jmproyetnents of'- 

cveryibit are pi^rJljAed \vith moft luccefs ; there, 
meii.art prompte'dT to iiidultiy witHo^t being over- 
come by, toil, arid their powers calleg forth. into ex- 
ertion,, without beirig either fuperfed^d by too much: 
abundance or .Raffled : by in fupexabl^ difficulties; 
the;:ey.f,mixtur^ of comforts anc^ of wants, at once 
awakens ,thciir «ajtUtt(J^jto God, and-reminds thera 
o£ tbeir.4epcnpfncroii. his aid •' and therefore, 
in tbi^jQiate, men. feem, to enjoy life to mofl advarir 
^2gP.»andto be leaft expofed totbe inare^ of vice. 
Such a. /condition, is. recorded in the book of Prov* 
erbs^'to have been liie wiffi and cfibice of one who, 
was eminent^for wifdoni. Remove far from me van^ 
ityandlits^ Give me nfithtr poverty nor riches. Feed 
fne zviik/aod convenient for me. Lejl' I be full and'^ 
deny Thee^ . and fay^ frho is the Lord ? or left I be 
pmr andfleal^and take the name of my God in vain^^ 

Fsio^f 

*Prov. XXX. S,, 9. 
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From the whole view which we have now taken 
pf the fubjeQ:, we nsay^ in the firft plade, learn the 
reafons Ibr whicly a variety of conditions "and rahk$ 
was eftabliSied by Providence among mankind. 
This life is obvipufly intended to be a lB;ate of pro* 
Hation and triaL 'No trial of charafters i$ requifite 
.with refpea to God, who fees what is in every hearty 
and perfeSly knows what part each man would aQ, 
in all the poffible fituatjons of fortune. But on accoant 
* of men tbemfelyes, aijd of the world around them, it 
was neceffary that trials liiould take place; and a 
<difcrimina^ion of charafters be* made / *iii or- 
(der that true virtue might be feparated from falfc 
appearances of it, and the juftice of Heaven be dif- 
play e(J m its fiaal retribution§^^ in ordler that the 
jfailings or men niijght be fo difcovered to thenifelves, 
as to afford theni proper inftruaion, and promote 
their amendment • and ;n order that their dharac. 
ters might be fbown to the world in every point 
pf view,' j^hich cpuld fi^rijiiflj either examples for 
imitation, or ^^mOmtioij^s of danger. 'J^h^ accom* 
plifhmentpf the(e Important purpofes required, that 
human life fliould tiot always procceed in one ten- 
onr ; but that it flioqld both be che<juered with ma- 
ny revolutions, and diverfified by a variety of em- 
ployments and ranks; in paffing through which, 
the tQuchftone might be applied to the characters' 
p( mei?, and their hidden virtues or vices expfored. 
Hazael might have appeared in hiftory with a4ie- 
gree of reputation to which he was not entitled, had 
]ie continued to aft in a fubordinate ftation. At 
^ottontf he was falfe and unfound. When raifed 
liigher in life, this corruption of his hearf difcovered' 
^tfelf ; and he is now held forth with deferved in- 
ferny, as a warning to fucceeding ages. 
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. In theTecond place we learn, frooiVh^t has been 
Snd^ the iinpaitaAce of attending, with. the utmoll 
care^ tx> the choice which we make of our employ^ 
ment and oondkicm in itfc. Jt has beiep ihoqe, that 
oor external fituation frequently i^perates power*, 
fully on pur jnoral chara&er ; and by confequenG^ 
that it isiftri^y conneAedy^iiot Only yith.Qur tem«: 
poral Welfare^ but with our everlafting happioefs or. 
fflifery. . He who might have pafledunbUmed, and 
-upright, through certain wal^s of life, by unhappi^ 
ly c^oofing a road where he meets with temptations 
too. (Irong for hi& virtue, precipitates bimfelf into 
fhame here, and into eadkCs ruin hereafter. Yet 
how often is the determination of this mod import* 
an'c article left to the chance of accidental connec* 
tions, or fubmittedto theoption of youthful fancy 
and humour? When it is made the (ubje£l of feri-^ 
ous deUbcfration, how feldom have they, on whom 
the decifion of it depends, any further view than-fo 
to difpofe of one who is coming out into life, as that 
he may. the fooneft become rich, or, as it is ex* 
prefled, make his way to mod advantage in the 
:wodd ? Are there no other obje£ts than this to be 
attended, to, in fixing the plan of life ? Are there 
no moare>facred and important intereils. which de« 
ierve to be confuUed ?— *-You would not willingly 
place one whpfe welfare you ftudied, in a lituation 
for which you were cfonvinccd that bis abilities were 
unequal. Thefe, therefore, you examine with care 5 
andon them you reft the ground of your decifion. 
Be perfuaded that not abilities merely, but the turn 
of the temper and the heart, require to be examin* 
cd with equal attention, in forming the plan of fu- 
ture eftabliflinsent. Evcrj' one has fome peculiar 
weaknefs, fome predominant pafiion, which expofes 
him to temptations of one kind more than of an^ 
^ther. Early this may be difcerned to fhoot ; and 
F \ fron? 
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from its firft rifidgs its (utlire groikrth may be i&fe¥r« 
ed. Anticipate its progrefs. Coofider bow iJL is 
likely to be affe£ted by fucceeding occorrences io 
life. If you bring one whom you are rekriog. up 
into a fituatton where all the fttrroudding ciroum^ 
fiances (faall cberifii and .mature^ this fatal prindple 
tn his nature^ you becom^^ in a great meafure, axi^ 
fwerable for the confequeaces that follow. In vain 
you truft to his abilities and powers. Vice aind 
corruption, when they have tainted the hearty are 
Efficient to overfct the greateH abilities. Nay, too 
frequently they turn them againft the pofletifor^ and 
render them the inllrumeots of his more' fpeedy 
ruin. 

I M the third place, we learns from the hiftory 
which has been illuftrated, never to judge of trut 
bappinefs, merely from the degree of men's ad-^ 
vancement in the world. Always betrayed by ap^ 
pearances, the multitude are cau^t by nebbing £3 
much as by the (how and pomp of life. They 
think every one blefl, who is raifed far above o^bcj^s 
in rank. From their earlieft years they arc^ taught 
to fix their views upon worldly elevation, a^ the uU 
timate obje£i of their aims ; and of all the fentrces 
of errour in conda6);, this is the moil generaL«<-vHa* 
jjsael, on the throne of Syria, would, doubde^ be 
more envied, and efteemed by the multitude a far 
happier man, than when yet a fubjeO:, he warem* 
ployed by Benhadad to carry his meffage to Eliflba* 
Yet, O Hazael j how much better had it been for 
thee never to have known the name or hoacnir of^a 
king, than to have purchafed it at the expenfe of fo 
much guilt ; forfeiting thy firft and heft charader ; 
ruftiing into crimes which were once thipe abhor- 
rence ; and becoming a traitor to the natiire fenti^ 
l?i^rits and di£lates of thy heart ! How fatal to thy 
/ rcpofe 
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lepofe pTOvnii • tha^« coveted purple, whkh wa$ 
dtcnchfihby thee iii, fo itiuqh ifmoeent blobd ! Hi)M 
much more ch^eiful w^T^ ^hy days, and how nwfi^ 
eiilm^ thy nights^ i^ the former periods 0f thy l^fil^ 
thao whcOi placed oo 4 thr<«ie^ thy edr& wcw inv^df^ 
lid by day *ieh feb.e ;we? of thi$ .iuifeWhl<f whqti 
thofu hadfl rum^d ; aud thy flu<nbers brOk^^^jr 
sight with the ^Ibockii^g refn^mhrapc^ of thX cfi^r 
ties and crimiaa l-- ^ ■ . l^^eyer let us judg^ by the oukU 
fidt^.of things i «iQr con^lode a man to be h^ppy^ 
folely becaufe.he i$ ledcompaflcd wirh wcalt|i. ^ 
grandeur. Much mikry often lurks wh^re it i^^?- 
de fttipe&ed by the worlds The uHit^rial inquiries 
lefpeaiug felicity ar^e,, not i^hat a matins exteijni^ 
coodmoftis, blit ^ith i!*at difppfitii^Of miqd he 
bears^it ; vrhethfcrr he hfircorriipjted Qr iFbrprovtfdby 
it I whether he condhOfes Wmfelf fo afa tp bevacdbplf 
able to God^ aikd ^p|*ro¥ed,of It^.g^d meni- For 
fhcfe>afe the.circumft^liees whi^tt in^ke the repJrf^rU 
imiiortaiil diftin:aio»s,am4^g the:WiKjifciori« qF tndp^ 
TlJe efefta of tbefe j^re to bft for bvctr, wheli^aAl 
irdrldly dtftiuSiohAlhaiU be forgotten;, :i ^ frr, 

Ih' the fourth pluce^ from all that has Heeh i (at^ 
we (h<mld leanmever to be immoderately anxioius. 
about our external fituation^ but to (i^mit Oiltr^<pt 
with chcerfulncfs to the difpprfal of Heaven. To 
make the heft and moft prudent arrangements 
which we can, refpcfling our condition in life, is 
matter of high duty. But let us remember that all 
the plans that we form are precarious and uncer- 
tain^ After the utmoft precautions taken by hu- 
man wifdom, no man can forfce the hidden dan* 
gers which may await him in that path of life on 
which he has pitched. Providence chufes for us 
much more wifely than we can chufe for ourfclves • 
wd, from circumftanccs that appeared at firft moll 

unpiomifing 
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iin|>romifi<ig . and adverfe^ often brings forth in 
the iflue both tem{H>ral and ff^ritual felicity. Who 
inaweth xohat is good for a man in this life, all the 
days of his vain U/e, which hefftndeth asajhadow ? 
When we confiderthe darkneU of our present fiate, 
the imbecility ^f haman nature, and the doubtful 
and ambiguous value of iall that we call profperity, 
th^exhoitation of the Pfalmift comes home with 
great force 'on wety reflcSing- -mind, Comn/iit thy 
toayuniothtLord^. Form thy meafures with-pru* 
dence ; butdi^eft thyfelf of anxiety^about the iffuc, 
-Inftead of feeking tb order thine own lot, acquiefbe 
in the appointment of Heaven, ai^ follow without 
hefitation the tall^ of PrcrPidence, and of duty. In 
whatever fitoation <^ life God (khW place thee, \ock 
up devoutly, to Htm for grace and afiiftance r and 
ilttdy to ad the' part affigned thee with a faithful 
and upright heart. Thus fhalt thou have peace 
within thyfelf, while thy courfe is going on >; and 
when it draws towards aclofe, with fatisfadion thou 
&alt review thy conduft. For, after all the toils 
and labours of life, and all the vain ftruggles which 
we maintain for preeminence and diftindion, we 
fball find, at the condufion of the whole feene, 
tli^ttofear God and^keep his'yorfmandments is thi 
^hokofman. ' *' ^ ' 

*Pfidinxxxvti. 5; ' . 
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S E R M ON Vh 
On iht BfiNxriTs to be derind from th» 



ECCLE&I ASTES. viL t, 3,4. 



li is better t^ gf tithe baufe of mourning, ihan tap^, 
to thehwfiofjeafiingijorthatiithe end oftll 
men^ and the living will lay it to hisheari. Sj^rnom 
is if tier thdn laughter ; for by the fainefs oj the 
countenance the heart is made. betters .The heart of 
the wife is in the houfe of mourning ;but the heiori 
Ib/ fools is in the hoi^e OJ mirths. 

• '■«■•"> • ' ' , ' 

v/L A N Y of the siaxims coiitaified in this 
book of Ecclefiaftes will appear ftrange fayings to 
theirien of the world. But when they refledl on 
thecharafler of himrwho delivers them, they can« 
oot but ^Mlsnit that his tenet9 deferve d ferious and 
attentive exatntnation; For they are not the doo- 
fnncs of a pedant^ who^ fros? ^n obfcure retire** 
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merits declaims againft pleafures which he never 
knew. They are not the inveSives of a difap.,. 
pointed man^ who takes revenge upon the worlds 
by fatirifing thofe enjoyments which he fought in 
vain to obtain. They are the concluiions of a great 
and profperous prince, who had once given full 
Icope to his.,defircs; who was thoroughly acquainted 
with life initlTmoiiFflatyrir^fceH^s ^'Jand^who now, 
reviewing all that he had enjoyed, delivers to us the 
refult of long experience, and tried wifdom. None 
^his.pritifci^ife*i,^.?f fcgft yiVKum^^ drf^iwi^ 
' and exceptionable than thofe which the text pre- 
fents. To afleFt-itiaf forii^-i^ j^tfefalble to mirth, 
and the honfe of mourning to the houfe ojftajiing ; 
to advife men to chufe mortification and ladnefs 
when it is in t l yi rf» 6 Hferl»ifaifrig»ig'5^^ may ap. 
pear harfh and unreafonable do£lrines. They may, 
perhaps, be accounted enemies to the innocent en- 
joymentipf jift who^iv.e^ccbfctli&Scd & 'lb' fevere a 
iyiXtm^ and thereby increafe the glooni which al- 
ready fits fufficiently heavy on the condition of man. 
JStliC l^t this cenftrm fie fufp&ndftdv vjxiiA w^\e^anil 
ine Vitli ^are ime]rdk^{^riiran^4iie^nh^.£r 6f thte &n.. 
tefiettft9h^re'Ali*eit&. ■'•.; :;>.-;, y]. \ •.-, ,: , 
^ It\is? evid^nt'Ah^ tsh>j wife«iti^aii dobs nofi-^cfer 
ft$ri^ow/upoh its ttwn iiceottnt,irtoiriiyfch ;' oi^incpire- 
feft* fatfheft 'as a^ftata iwore iUf^lbteN thaii jby^ He 
confidersit in the li^ht-of diffitP^^^^Q^y* H>cVipws 
it with reference to an end. He compares it with 
certain improvements which he fuppofes ittq^pro- 
ifo^e ; -v&hm' tke'keufiit^ mai^ ietth- By thifi^dnefi 
tff ih^ counUnnnce, and the iivin^^''id iay'lid'^hha^ 
ijuJial is $hi end^ oj all rfkn. . Now, if great and 
kiting benefits are found torsfult from, ocoaikm^* 
il fadheft,- thcfe, fabe, m^ be icaipable'of/gtiiny 
»4?tftfe f^ference to Ibme fleering: fen^ationa; of joy. 
Thd means which bo reconsi»ef)d^ in order to our 
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-obtaining thoCeb^ioMfitsj avetb bb bsplai^d acctM^cL 
ing to iht principles )of fynnd itjcafaor .; and to he 

Ayie^ in Iddiveifimgi moral pi^ece^ts^ '^frcigiiehtly !;& 

l>utShetdoe8 in(»t^4»mhism} us^>dbreH*th6re^ Wheh 
luB.prefers for^bvvttl' Taughiler, iiet^^ Tio6 to b^wiu 
derAobd as prohibi^ng^U "^^rth ; as^rqquit^ingi xk& 
to iw^istraperpetii^ cloud on our brow, and to^ifeu 
queftr^tfc odriilii»0S' ifVom cv^ycheerftfl cutertaii*- 
'fnent of fodai life. ' ^uch an inteypfet^tiofi 'i^oidd 
(be MiconSAeiit witH^ttiaiiy^tbeit exhortatki^s in^his 
own^ witingsj VHidh ^^icdtmn^hd temperiite and in- 
hacent jw." rjti-i^oiafld not ftik .W^ith. the proper dilL 
^charge orlfc€*du^ftis Which fbelbng! bo ug as membew 
ef^foc^cty i atid v^owldibe ^oft oppip»fite to the good. 
^ncfs apdibenigmty'bf.our Createri i-The ar»e Icope 
.of MS'do^ine in 'tbisip^iFagei^, ^fihat Itoere is-a «6tu 
iain temper and ftate rfheart,.w|ii<:;jfi is^fargr6^t« 
confequence to real happinefs, than the habitual in^. 
dulgence of giddy and thoughtlefs mirth ; that for 
4he.aita»ia^en% atidiciiltivation of this temper, fre« 
quent retains of gra^fs refleOidn'ard niceflkry ; that 
japonthis'aoaauht/ it<ii prdfitable to gitre admiffi^n 
to th<iCe ivicivs'trfr human' diftrifs .which tend to 
aw^en fudb Fe(fe£lion in the mind | atidtbat thus, 
irom the vidflStudes of :forrbw; whidi we either exr- 
perience in oin* ow^^nMlot, iobfympathife with iri-tfae 
,lot.of others, inbch Wifdpnn qnd improvement may 
ht derived: :T|«fe^arfe thc.fenttn*ente which I pur- 
pofe alt pV!£fentto ^Kify and r^domtnend, as 4siofl 
ftitlble to the dt\mn&it^ ot m^n and of Chrii^ai^ ; 
and not in tfaeleaftanoonfiftent with pleafure^right. 
ly Uhderftood; ' ^ ' - r :' ?s 

Amoiig thq ' variety of difpofition^ w&ich are tjt> 
befbund in.:tbelw^oild, 'fame Ihdeed require lefe of 
this i^fcipline than others. There are perfons 
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.whoTe tender ami delicate fenftfailitf, either derive 
ed from oature, or brought oa by repeated afflic- 
tioos^ renders them too deeply (iifceptible of every 
mournful impreffion ; whofe fpirits ftand more in 
need of being fupported and eheeml, than of being 
ffaddened by the dark views of human life. ' In fucfa 
^afes we are commanded to lift uf^ the hands xvhich 
hang down, and to confirm the feeble knees.^ But 
this is far from being the cbmmohdifpofitioQof men. 
Their minds are in general inclined to levity, much 
more than to thoughtful melancholy ; and their hearts 
more apt to be contra£ted and hardened^ than to 
relent with too much facility. I fliall therefore en«. 
deavour to Ihew thetn^ what bad inclinations their 
compliance with Soloman's advice would corred ; 
what good difpofiiions with refpeA to God^ their 
neighbours,, and themfelves, it would improve ; 
. and . how, upon the whole, his do6lrtne is verified, 
that by thcfadnefs of the countenance the heart is made 
Utter. 

I BEGIN by obferving, that the temper recom^ 
mended in the text fuits the prefent conftitution dL 
things in this world. Had man been deftined for 
a courfe of undifturbed enjoy men t, perpetual gai- 
ety would then have correlponded to his ftate; .and 
penfive thought have been an unnatural intrufion. 
But in a ftate where all is chequered and mixed ; 
where there is no profperity without a revcrfe, 
and no joy without its attending griefs; wheiie 
from the houfe of feafting all muft, at onetime or 
other, pafs into the houfe of mourning, it woiild be 
equally unnatural if no admiffion were given to 
grave rcfleQ;ions; The mind of mantouft be attens- 
p^red to his condftioh. Providence, whofe wifdont 
IS confpicuous in aU its works^ has adjufted witb 

exa£fe 
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exa£l proportion the inward powers to the outwatd 
Rate of every rational being. It has fpr this pur- 
pofe implanted the ferious and fympathetic Feelings 
in our nature^ that they might correfpond with the 
viciflitudes of forrow in our lot. He who endeav- 
ours to repel their influence, or ta ftiflc them in un- 
feafonable mirth, ads a violent and unnatural part. 
He ftrives with vain effort againft the current of 
things, contradi6ls the intentions of his Maker, and 
couttterads the original impulfes of his own heart* 
It is proper alfo to obferve, that as thefadnefs of 
the cduntenanct has, in our prefent liquation, a pro. 
perand natural place ; fo it is rcquifite to the true 
enjoyment of pleafurc. • Worldly and fenfual men 
often remark not, till it be too late, that by the ftu« 
died efforts of conftant repetition, all their pleafures 
fail. They draw them off fo clofe to the dregs^ 
that they become inGpid and naufeous. Hence 
even in laughter their heart isforrowful^ and the end 
tf their mirth is heavinefs^. It is only the interpo- 
fal of ferious and thoughtful hours, that can give 
any lively fenfation to the returns of joy. I (peak 
not of thofe thoughtful hours, too well known to fin- 
ners, which proceed from guilty remorfe ; and 
which, inftead of preparing for future pleafure^, 
damp and. ficken the moment of enjoyment ; but 
of thofe which tal^e rife from the mind retreating 
into itfelf, and opening to the fentiments of religi- 
on and humanity. Such hours of virtuous fad- 
nefs brighten the gleanls of fucceeding joy. They 
give, to the temperate enjoyments of the pious and 
humane, a refined and delicate relifli, to which the 
hardened and infcnfible are entire ftrangers. For 
it will be found, that in proportion as the tender api 
feftions of the foul; are kept awake, how much la- 
ever they may fometimes diftreb the heart, they 

preferve 
* Prov. xiT, 13. 
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jureferve it open likewiCb to the rao0 «^eeahle fenfa.^ 
tioas. He who neyer knew t^c forrow^ of friendfliip^ 
never alfo knew: its joys. He J^hofc Ifieart cani^ot re- 
lent in the houfe of mourning, will in the inpft fpcial 
hour of the houfe of feafting,. partake of no more 
than the loweft part of animal pleafiircur— -r^Hav- 
ipg premifed thefe obfervatipns, I proceefl to. point 
but the direft cflFei^s of a proper attention fo the 
idillreifes of life upon our moral and religious cha^ 

Im the firft place^ the houff of mpuritiing is cal- 
culatte<} to give a proper check do pur natural 
thoughtlcffnefs and levity. The indolence of oiani- 
kind, and their love of ple^lVrc, fpread- through all 
charaa^rs and ranks fome djcgree of averfion to 
what is grave and feriovs. Th^y gv^p at pny ol>- 
je6l^ either of bufincfs or amuferaent^ which makes 
th^ pre fen t moment pafs fmoothly away • which 
carries tlieir thoughts abroad, and faves them from 
the trouble of refleSing on themfelves. With toa 
fnany, this pafTes into a habit of conftaqt diflipation. 
If their fortune and rank allow them to indulge 
their inclinations, they devotp themfelves to the 
purfuit of amufement through all its difEerent Iforms* 
The fkilful arrangement of its fucce&ve fcenes,and 
the preparatory ftudy for (hining ii^ each, are the 
only exertions on which their und^rftanding is em- 
ployed. Such a mode of life may keep alive, for a 
while, a frivolous vivacity. # It may improve men 
in fome of thofe exteriour ac<;omplijQiments, which 
fparkle in the eyes of the giddy and the vain ; but 
it muft fink therat in the efteem of all fhe wife. It 
renders them ftrangers to themfelves j and ufelefs, 
if not pernicious to the world. They lofe every 
manly principle. Their minds jbecome relaxed ancj 
effeminate. All that is great or refpeftable in the 
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faaman charaScr U buried under a mafs of trifles 
and follies. 

If fome meafures ought to be taken for rcfcuing 
the mind from this difgraceful levity ; if fome prin- 
ciples muft be acquired, which may give more dig- 
nity and fteadinefs to conduft ; where^ I pray yoU| 
are thefe to be looked for ? Not furely in the houfe 
of feafting, where every objedl flatters the fenfes, and 
ftrengthens the fcduftions to which we are already 
prone ; where the fpirit oi diflipation circulates 
from heart to heart ; and the children of folly mu- 
tually admire and are admired. It is in the fober 
and ferious houfe of mourning that the tide of van^ 
Hy is made to turn, and a new direflion given to the 
current of thought. When fome affefting incident 
prefents a ftrong difcovery of the deceitfulnefs of all 
worldly joy, and roufes our fenfibility to humaa 
woe ; when we behold thofe with whom we had 
lately mingled in the houfe of feafting, funk by 
fome of the fudden viciflitudcs of life into the vale 
of raifery ; or when, in fad filence, we ftand by the 
friend whom we had loved as our own foul, flretch* 
ed on the bed of death ; then is the fcafon when the 
world begins to appear in a new light ; when the 
heart opens to virtuous fentiments, and is led into 
that train of refleftion which ought to direft life. 
He who before knew not what it was to commune 
with his heart on any ferious fubjeft, now puts the 
<|ueftion to himfelf, for what purpofe he was fent 
forth into this mortal, tranfitory flate ; whathis fate '' 
is likely to be when it concludes ; and what judgment 
he Ought to form of thofe pleafures which amufe 
for a little, but which, he now fees, cannot fave the 
heart frOm anguilh in the evil day ? Touched by 
the hand of thoughtful melancholy, that airy edi- 
fice of blifs, which fancy hadraifedup for him, van- 
iflies away. He beholds, in the place of it, the 

Vou II. G lonely 
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lonely and barren defert, in which^ furrounded with 
many a difagreeable objed^ he is left mufing upon 
himfelf. The time which he has mifpent^ and the 
faculties which he has mifemployed, his foolifli lev« 
ity and his criminal purfuits, all rife in painful prof* 
pea before him. That unknown ftate of exiftence 
into which, race after race, the children of men pafs, 
ftrikes him mind with folemn awe. ' Is there no 
courfe by which he can retrieve his pad errours ? 
Is there no fuperiour )>ower to which he can look 
up for aid ? Is there no plan of condu£l which, if 
it exempt him not from forrow, can at lead procure 
him confolation amidfl; the diftrefsful exigencies of 

life ? Such meditations as thefe, fuggefied by 

the houfe of mournings frequently produce a change 
on the whole chara^er. They revive thofe fparks 
of goodnefs which were nigh being quite extin-- 
guifhed in the diflipated mind ; and give rife to 
principles and condufi more rational in themfelves, 
and more fuitable to the human ftate. 

I^ the fecond place, impreffions of this nature 
not only produce moral ferioufnefs, but awaken fen- 
timents of piety, and bring men into the fan6luary 
of religion. One might, indeed, imagine that the 
bleflings of a profperous condition would prove the 
moft natural incitements to devotion ; and that 
when men were happy in themfelves, and faw notb<* 
ing but happinefs around them, they could not fait 
grai^efuUy tt> acknowledge that God who giveth them 
all things richly to enjoy ^ Yet fuch is their corrupt* 
tiori, that they are never more ready to forget their 
benefa6lor, than when loaded with his benefits. The 
giver is concealed from their carelefs aftd inatten- 
tive view, by the cloud of his own gifts-. When 
therr life tontinues to flow in one fmooth current 
linruffied by any griefs ; when they neither receive 
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in their own circumftances, tiqr allow themfelves to 
ceivc from the cirqiniftanccs of others, any admo« 
nitions of human inftability, they not only become 
regardlefs of Providence, but are in hazard of con- 
temning it. Glorying in their ftrength, an<i lifted up 
by the pride of life into fuppofed independence, 
that impious fentiment, if not uttered by the mouth, 
yet too often lurks in the hearts ot many^ during 
their flouriftiing periods. What is the , Almighty that, 
rue Jhould ferve him, and what profit Jhould w€ have 
if we pray unto him ? 

If mch be the tendency of the houfe of JfeaRing, 
how neceifary is it, that by fome change in their 
fituation, men fliould be obliged to enter into the 
houfe of mourning, in order to recover a proper 
fcnfe of their dependent ftate ? It is there^ when 
forfaken by the gaities of the world, and left alone 
with God, that we are made to perceive how awful 
his government is ; how eafily human greatnefs 
beads before him ; and how quickly all our defigns 
and meafures, at his interpofal, vanifh into nothing. 
There, when the countenance is fad, and the aj^ec- 
tions are foftened by grief; when we fit apart, involved 
in ferious thought, looking down as from fome emi» 
nence on thofe dark clouds that hang over the life 
of man, the. arrogance of profperity is humbled, and 
the heart melts under the impreflions of religion. 
Formerly we were taUght, but now v^e fee, we feel, 
how much we jftand in need of an Almighty Pro- 
tedor, amidft the changes of this vain world. Our 
foul cleaves to him who defpifes not, nor abhors the 
qfii^ion of the ajfiilfed. Prayer flows forth of its 
own accord from the relenting heart, that he may 
be our God, and the God of our friends in diftrefs ; 
that he may never forfake us while we are fojourn- 
ing in this laiid of pilgrimage ; may ftrengthen us 
under its calamities, and bring us hereafter to thofe 
G 2 habitations 
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habitations of reft, where we, and they vrhom wt 
love^ may be delivered from the trials which all ar^ 
now doomed to endure. The difcovcries of his 
mercy, which he has made in the Gofpel of Chrift, 
are viewed With joy, as fo many rays of light fent 
down from above to difpel, in fome degree, the fur- 
rounding gloom. A Mediator and Interceflbrwith 
the Sovereign of the univerfe, appear comfortable 
names ; and the refurreftion of the juft becomel 
the powerful cordial of grief. In fuch moments as 
thefc, which we may juftly call happy moments, the 
foul participates of all the pleafures of devotion. It 
feels the power of religion to fupport and relieve. 
It is foftened, without being broken. It is full, and 
it pours itfelf forth ; pours itfelf forth, if we may be 
allowed to ufe the expreffion, into the bofom of itg 
merciful Creator. 

In the third place, fuch ferious fentiments pro^ 
duce the happieft effe£^ upon our difpofition to- 
wards our fellow creatures, as well as towards God, 
It is a common and juft obfervation, that they whd 
have lived always in aflHuence and eafe, ftrangert to 
the miferies of life, are liable to contraft hardnefs 
of heart with refpeft to all the concerns of others. 
Wrapped up in themfelves, and their own pleaf* 
ures, they behold with indifference the moft affeft- 
ing fcenes of diftrefs* Habituated to indulge all 
their defires without control, they become impa- 
tient of the leaft provocation or offence ; and are 
ready to trample on their inferiours, as if they wer6 
creatures of a different fpecies from themfelves. Is 
this an amiable temper, or fuch as becomes a man f 
When appearing in others, do we not view it with 
much difpleafure ? When imputed to ourfdves, can 
we avoid accounting it a fevere reproach ? 
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By the experience of diftrefs, this arrogant in- 
fenfibility of t^^mper is mod effedually corre6led ; 
as the remembrance of pur own fufferings naturally 
prompts us to- feel for others when they fuflFer. But 
if Providence has been fo kind as npt to fubjed us 
to much of this difcipline in our own lot, let us 
draw improvement from the harder lot of others. 
Let us fometimes ftep afide from the fmooth and 
flowery paths in which we arc permitted to walk, in 
order to view the toilfome march of our fellows 
through the thorium defert. By voluntarily going 
intor the houfe or mouriyng j by yielding to the 
fentio^ents which it excites, and mingling our tears 
with thofe of the afili£ted, we fliall acquire that hu- 
mane fenfibility which is one of the highell orna- 
ments of the nature of man. Perceiving how much 
the common diftrefles of life place us all on a level, 
and render the high and the low, the rich and the 
poor, companions in misfortune and mortality, we 
0iall learn to fet no man at nought, and, lead of 
any, our afflifted brother. Prejudices will be ex- 
tinguifhed, and benevolence opened and enlarged, 
when looking around on the multitude of men, we 
confider them as a band of fellow travellers in the 
the valley of woe, where it ought to be the office of 
every one to alleviate, as muchaspoffible, the com- 
mon burden. While the vain and the licentious 

are revelling in the midfl; of extravagance and riot, 
how little do they think of thofe fcenes of fore dif- 
trefs which are going on at that moment through- 
out the world ; multitudes ftruggling for a poor 
fubfiftence to fupport the wife and the children 
whom they love, and who look up to them with 
eager eyes for that bread which they can hardly 
procure ; multitudes groaning under ficknefs in 
defolate cottages, untended and unmourned ; many, 
apparently in a better fituation of life, pining away 
G3 in 
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in fecret with concealed griefs ; families weeping 
oyer tlie beloved friends whom they have loft, qx in 
all the bitterners of anguifh, bidding thofe who are 
juft expiring the laft adieu ! 

May we not appeal to the heart of every good 
tnan, nay almoft to the heart of every man who 
has not divefted hin^felf of his natural feelings, 
whether the admi0ion of fuch views of human life 
might not, fometimes at ieaft, furnifh a more worthy 
employment to the mind, than that mirth of fooU^ 
which Solomon compares to the crackling of thorns 
under a pot* i the tranfi'ent burft of unmeaning joy ; 
the empty explofion of giddihefs and levity ? Thofe 
ifallies of jollity in the houfe of feafting are often 
forced from a troubled mind ; like flaihes from the 
black cloud, which, after a momentary efful^ence^ 
are fucceeded by thicker darknefs. Whereas com- 
paffionate aflPefiions, even at the time when they 
draw tears from our eyes for human mifery, con* 
vey fatisfa6lion to the heart. The gracious appoint, 
ment of Heaven Has ordained that fympathetic 
pains fliould always be accompanied with a certain 
degree of pleafure ; on purpofe that we might be 
more interefted in the cafe of the diftreffed, and 
that, by this myfterious bond, man might be linked 
clofer to man. The inward fatisfaftion which be- 
longs to the compaffionate afFe£lions is, at the fame 
time, heightened by the approbation which they 
receive from our reafon ; and by the confcioufnefs 
which they afford us of feeling what men and chrif. 
tians ought to feel. 

{ : .... V .... . 

Im the fourtji place, the difpofition recommend- 
ed in the text, not only improves us in piety and 
humanity, but likewife affifts us in felf government, 
and the due moderation of our defires. The houfe 

'-' - ' ' \ - - of- '• 
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of mourning is the fchool of temperance and fobri* 
etj. Every wife man will find it for his intereft to 
enter into it fometimes of his own accord, left oth« 
erwife he be compelled to take up his dwelling 
there. Seafonable interruptions of our pleaTures 
are neceflary to their prolongation. For, continued 
fcenes of luxury and indulgence haften to a melaur 
choly iflue. The houfe of feafting too often be-, 
comes an avenue to the houfe ot mourning* 
Short, to the licentious, is the interval between 
them ; and fpeedy the tranfition from the one to 
the other. 

But fuppofing that, by prudent management, the 
men of pleafure could avoid the pernicious effefls 
which intemperance and diflblutenefs are likely to 
produce on their health or their fortune, can they 
alfo prevent thofe diforders which fuch habits will 
introduce into their minds ? Can they efcape that 
wrath of the Almighty, which will infallibly pur- 
fue them for their fins both here and hereafter ? 
For whence, fo much as from the unchecked pur* 
fuit of pleafure, do all thofe crimes arife ivhicb ftain 
the chara&ers of men with the deeped guilt, and 
expofe them to the fevercft judgments of Heaven ? 
Whence, then, is the correftive of thofe mifchicfs 
to be fought, but from fuch difcipline as (hall mod- 
erate that intemperate admiration of the world which 
gave rife to the evil ? By repairing fometimes to 
the houfe of mourning, you would chaden the 
loofenefs of fancy, abate the eagernefs of paflion, 
and' afford fcope to reafon for exerting her reftrain- 
ing powers. You would behold this wOrld drip- 
ped of its falfe colours, and reduced to its proper 
level. Many an important indruftion you woul4 
receive from the humiliation of the proud, the 
mortification of the vain, and the fuffcrings of the 
voluptuous, which you would fee exemplified be- 
G 4 fore 
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ibre you, in the cfaamber&of (brrow,of £ick]2fiGs,atid 
of death. You would then be taught to rejoice as 
though you rejoiced noty and te weep as though you 
zyeeped not ; that is, neither in joy, notr in grief, to 
run'to excefs ; but to ufe this morld fo ms not to ehufis 
it ; contemplating the fajhion thereof as faffing 
away. 

Moreover, you would there le^n the important 
lefibn of fuiting your mind, beforehand, to Mrhat 
you had reafon to expe6l from the world ; a leflon 
too feldom ftudied by mankind, and to the oegled 
pf which, much of their mifery, and much of their 
guilt, is to be charged. By turning away their t;ycs 
from the dark fide of life, by looking at the worid 
only in one light, and that a flattering one, thej 
form their meafurcs on a falfe plan, and are neceu- 
' ifarily deceived and betrayed. Hence, the vexa« 
tion of fucceeding difappointment and blafted hope.^ 
Hence, their criminal impatience of life, and their 
bitter accufations of God and man ; when in truths 
they have reafon to accufc only their own folly.— »- 
Thou whowouldft aft like a wife man, and bjiild thy 
^oufe on the rock, and not on the fand, contemplate 
human life not only in thefunlhine, but in the (hade. 
Frequent the houfe of mourning, as well as the 
bouie of mirth. Study the nature of that ftate in 
which thou art placed ; and balance its joys with its 
forrows. Thou feed thiit the cup which is held 
forth to the whole human race, is mixed. Of its 
bitter ingredients, expeft that thou art to drink thy 
portion. Thou feeft the ftorm hovering tvtry 
where in the clouds around thee. Be not furprifed 
if on thy head it (hall break. Lower, therefore, thy 
fails. Difmifs thy florid hopies ; and come forth 
prepared either to aft or to fuffer, according ae 
Heaven fliall decree. Thus flialt thou be excited 
tp take the propereft meafures fpr defence, by en- 
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• 
deavouring tp fecuii^ s^n intereft in his favour, wbo» 
in the time of trouble* ^^'^ hide thee in his pavilhn. 
Thy piin4 ihall ^djuH itfelf to follow the order of 
his providence. Thou i[halt be enabled, with equa* 
nimity and fteadinefs, to hold thy courfe through 
iife. 

Ill tjie fift)i place, by acai Homing ourf elves t^ 
fttcb ferious views of life, our exceffivc fondnefsfor 
life iltfelf will be pioderated, and our minds grad* 
fifiUy formed io wiffi and to long for a better world. 
If w^e know ih$t our continuai^e here is to be fliort^ 
and thut we are intended by our Maker for a more 
laj^iiig fta^e, and for employments of a nature alto^ 
filler different from thofe which now occupy the 
bufy, or amufe the vain, w« muft furely be con- 
vincjCid that it is of the higheft confequence to pre* ^ 
pare ©urfelves for fo impoitanf a change. Thi^ 
view of our duty is frequently held up to us in the 
facr^ writii^gs ; and hence religion becomes^ though 
not a morofe, yet a grave and folemn principle, 
callieg oflFthe attention of men from light purfuits 
to thofe which are of eternal moment. What is a 
puin profited if hejhall gain 4he whole worlds and 
hfe his otunfoul ;. if he ftiall lead a life of thougbt- 
lefs mirth on earth, and exclude himfelf from eternal 
felicity in heaven ? Worldly affeftion and fenfual 
picture deprefs all our higher powers. They form 
^n unnatural union between the human foul and 
Jhis earth, which was only defigned for its temporary 
abode. They attach it too ftrongly to objefts from 
which it muft fhortly part. They alienate its de- 
iires from God and heaven, and dejefl: it with flav^ 
ifli and unmanly fears of death. Whereas, by the 
(difdpline of rcfligious ferioufnefs, it is gradually 
^iened from the fetters of fenfe. AiBfted to diG- 

coyer 



Digitized 



by Google 



1 14 On the Benefits to be detived Serk^ VL 

cover the vanity of this world, it rifes above it ; and 
in the hours of fober thought, cultivates conne£lion 
with thofe divine and immortal obje£ls, among 
which it is defigned to dwell. 

£^fouGH has now been faid to convince any 
thinking perfon of the juftice and reafonablenefs of 
the maxims in the text ; and to (how, that, on va« 
rious occafions, ^rrotti may be better than laughter. 
Wouldft thou acquire the habit of recollcftion, and 
fix the principles of thy conduf); ; wouldft thou be 
Jed up to thy Creator and Redeemer, and be form- 
ed to fentiments c^ piety and devotion ; wouldft 
thou be acquainted with thofe mild and tender af- 
fe£iions which delight the companionate and hu« 
mane ; wouldft thou have the power of fenfual ap- 
petites tamed and corre£ted, and thy foul raifed 
above the ignoble love of life, and fear of death ? 
Go, my brother, go— not to fcenes of pleafure and 
riot, not to the houfe of feafting and mirth-— but to 
the filent houfe of mourning ; and adventure to 
dwell for a while among objedls that will foften thy 
heart. Contemplate the lifelefs remains of what 
once was fair and flourilhing. Bring home to thy- 
felf the viciffitudes of life. Recal the remembrance 
of the friend, the parent, or the child, whom thou 
tenderly lovedft. Look back on the days of 
former year? ; and think on the companions of thy 
youth, who now fleep in the duft. Let the vanity, 
the mutability, and the forrows of the human eftate, 
rife in full profpeft before thee ; and though thy 
countenance may be made fad ^ thy heart Jhall be made 
better. This fadnefs, though for the prefent it de- 
jefts, yet (hall in the end fortify thy fpirit ; infpir- 
ing thee with fuch fentiments, and promoting fuch 
refolutions as fhall enable thee to enjoy, with more 
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real advantage, the reft of life. Difpofitions of this 
nature form one part of the chara£ler of thofe 
mourners ^hom out Saviour bath pronounced 
bkjfed ; and of thofc to whom it is promifed, 
that /owing in tears, ihey Jhall ttap^ in joy.* A 
great difiPerence there is between being feriouji 
and melancholy $ and a melancholy too there is 
of that kind wnich deferves to be fometimes in« 
dulged. 

Religion hath on the whole provided for every 
good man abundant nftaterials of confolation and 
relief. How dark foever the prefent face of nature 
may appear, it difpels the darknefs, when it brings 
into view the entire fyftem of things, and extends 
our furvey to the whole kingdom of God. It re-i 
prefents what we now behold as only a part, and a 
itnall part, of the general order. It aflures us, that 
though here, for wife ends, mifery and forrow are 
permitted to have place, thefe temporary evils fhall, 
in the end, advance the happinefs of all who love 
God, and are faithful to their duty. It fhows them 
this mixed and confufed fcene vanifhing by degrees 
away, and preparing the introdu£);ion of that ftate, 
where the faoufe of mourning (hall be Ihut up for 
ever ; where no tears are feen, and no groans heard ; 
where no are hopes fruftrated, and no virtuous con- 
nexions diflblved; but where, under the light of the 
divine countenance, goodnefs Ihall flourilh in per- 
petual felicity. Thus, though religion may occa- 
fionally chaften our mirth with fadnefs of counten- 
ance, yet under that fadnefs it allows not the heart 
of good men to fink. It calls upon them to 
rejoice, becaufe the Lord reignetk who is their Rock, 
and the mojl high God who is their Redeemer. Rea- 
fon likewile joins her voice with that of religion ; 
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forbidding us to make peevijth and unreafonable 
complaints of human life^ or injurioufly to af- 
cribe to it more evil than it contains. Mixed as 
the prefent (late is^ (he pronounces^ that general- 
ly, if not always, there is more happinef^ than 
xnifery, more pleafure than pain^ in the c^^ndiUop 
of man. 
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SERMON VII. 

On the divine Govern^ment of the PassioWi 
of Mjcn. 

PSALM* IxxvL 10* 

Swriij^ the wrath of man Jhatt praife thit ; tht re-t 
mainder of wrath Jhalt thour^rain^ 

X H I S Pfalm appears to have been coiru 
jpoled on occafion of fome remarkable deliverance 
obtained by the Jewiflv nation. It is generally nxuk 
derftood to have been written in the reign of Heze- 
kiah^ and to refer to the formidable invafion of Ju« 
dea by Sennacherib % when the angel of the Lord^ 
in one night, difcomfited the whole Aflyrian hoft, ^ 
and fmote them with fudden deftru£lion. To this 
ihterpofition of the divine arm^ thofe expreffions in 
the context may naturally be applied ; Then brake 
he the arrows of the bow, the Jhield, the fword, and 
the battle. The flout hearted are fpoiled : They 
have flept their fieep ; and none of the men of might 
have found their hands. At thy rebuke, O God of 
Jacobs both the chariot and the horfe ^re cafi into a 
dead fleep. In the lext we have the wife and re«* 
ligious reflection df the Pfalmift upon the violent 
deii^ns which had been carried on by the enemies 
of bis country^ and upon the ilfueto which Provi- 
dence 



Digitized 



by Google 



1 1 8 On the divine Government S e r m . VI !« 

dence had brought them. Surely the wrath of man 
Jhallpraife thee. By the wrath of man, wc are to 
underftand ail that the impetuofity of human paC- 
fions can devifc or execute ; the projeds of ambU 
tion and refentment^ the rage of perfecution, tfie 
fury of war ; the diforders which violence produces^ 
in private life, and the public commotions .which 
it excites in the world. All thefe ihall praife God, 
not with their intention and delign; nor by their 
native tendency ; but by thofe wife and good 
purpofes, which his providence makes them ac- 
complifh ; from their poifon extrading health, 
and converting things^ which in tbemfelves are 
pernicious, into inftruments of his glory, and of 
, public benefit : So that, though the wrath of man 
w^rketh not the righteoufnefs of God, it is neverthe. 
lef^ forced and compelled to minifter to his praife. 
The PfalmiftVdds, the remainder of wrath Jbalt 
thou rejlrain ; that is, God will allow fcope to the 
wrath of man as far as it anfwers his good purpofes, 
and is fubfervient to his praife ; the r^ft of it fliall 
be curbed and bound up. When it would attempt 
to go beyond its prefcribed limit, he fays to it, as 
to the Tv^aters of the ocean, Hitherto Jhalt thou come, 
hut no farther ; and here Jhalt thy proud waves be 
flayed. 

All this (hall be fully verified and declared by 
the laft iflue of things ; when we {hall be able 
more clearly to trace the divine adminiftration 
through its feveral fteps, by feeing the confumma- 
tion of the whole, in fome cafes, it may be referv- 
cd for this period to unfold the myfterious wifdom 
of Heaven. But in general, as much of the divine 
condu6l is at prefent manifeft, as gives juft ground 
for the aflertion in the text. In the fequel of this 
^ifcourfe, I (hall endeavour to illu (Irate and con* 
firm it. I (hall Ihow in what manner the wrath of 
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man is made to praife the power, the wifdom, the 
juftice, and the goodnefs of God. 

I BBGiK with this obfervation. That in order to 
accomplifli the ^reat purpofes carried on by the 
Government of the Univerfe> it is neceflary that the 
divine perfections be difplayed before mankind in 
a fenfible and ftriking manner. We are not to 
conceive the Supreme Being as hereby feeking 
praife to himfelf, from a principle of oftentation or 
vain glory. Independent and felf fufficient^ he 
refts in the enjoyment of his own beatitude. His 
praife confifts in the general order and welfare of 
his creation. This end cannot be attained, unlefs 
mankind be made to feel the fubje£lion under which 
they are placed. They muft be taught to admire 
and adore their Sovereign. They muft be overaw- 
ed by the view of a high hand» which can at pleaf-4 
ure control their adions, and render them fubferr- 
vient to purpofes which they neither forefaw nor 
intended. Hence the propriety of God's making 
the wrath of man to praife him. We eaiily conceive 
in what manner the heavens and the earth are faid 
to pmftf Gody as they ate ftanding monuments of 
that fupreme perfe£lion which is difplayed in their 
creation. The .virtues of good men obvioufly praife 
him^ by exhibiting his image, and refle£ling back 
his glory. But when even the vices and inordinate 
paffions of bad men SLtt made to praife him, in con*- 
iequence of the ufeful purpofes which they are 
compelled to accompliih, this, in a particular man- 
ner, diftinguifhes and fignalizes a divine hand ; this 
cpens a more wonderful profpe£i: of the adminiftra« 
tion of Heaven, than if all its fubje£is had been 
loyal and willingly obedient, and the courfe of hu^ 
inan affairs had proceeded in a quiet and regular 
<^aour* 
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I. The wrath of man redounds to the ^aife erf 
divine power. It brings it forth with full and aw^ 
ful luftre, to the view of mankind. To reign with 
Sovereign command amidft the moft turbulent dtnd 
difordered (late of things, both in the natural and 
moral world, is the peculiar glory of omnipotence. 
Hence God is defcribed in Scripture as fitting ^m 
the floods riding on the wings of the wind, dwelling im 
the darknefs and the temptft ; that is, making the moft 
violent powers in the univerfe minifter to.hi» will^ 
giving them fcope, or reftraining them, according 
as fuits the parpofes of his dominion. As hejlilh^ 
at4ii& pleafurc, the raging of the feaSy and the mife 
of their waves, in like manner he flills the tumuiti 
of the people. When the paiBons of men are moft 
inflamed, and their defigns juft ripe for burfttng 
mto execution, often by fome unexpeded interjia. 
fition, he calls upon the world toobferve that there 
is one higher than the highefl on earth, who can 
fruftrate their divices in a moment, and conmiaBd 
the earth to bejiill before him. Proud fleets, deftin^ 
ed to carry dcfliruflion to neighbouring kingdoms, 
naay cover the ocean. He blows with his wind^ 
and they are fcattered. Mighty armies may go 
forth to the field in all the glory of human fl;ren^h ; 
but the iflues of battle are with him. He fufpendd 
on high the invifible balance which weighs the fatd 
of nations. According as the fcale inclmes, he 
gives to fome flight event the power of decicbng the 
conteft^ He clouds the flcy with darknefs, or o- 
pens the windows of heaven to let forth their flood*- 
He dejefts the hearts of the brave with fuddeH tcr- 
lOur, and renders the hands of the ftrong weak and 
nnperforming at the critical moment. A thoufand 
Bufeen minifters fl:and ready to be the inftruments 
of his power, iti humbling the pride, and checking 
theeflFortsofthc wrath of man. Thus, in the in- 
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fiance of haught? Sennacherib, and that boafted 
fempefi of wrath which he threatened to pour upon 
ill the Jewifii nation ; I will put my hook, fays the 
Almighty, in thy nofe, and my bridle in thy lips, and 
twill turn tAe€ back by the way by which thou camejl*. 
In that night the dtftroying angel fmote the hoft^ 
and he departed mthjhame of face to his own land. 
When the heathen rage^ and the people imagine a vaiii 
thing I when the kings of the earth fet themfelvts^ and 
its rulers take council together, Hethatfttteth in the 
HeavinsfkaU laugh i the Lordfhall hold them in de* 
rijion t* 

11. Tnfc wtaih of man is made to praifc the wiH. 
dom as Well as the power of God. Nothing dif- 
plays more remarkably the admirable counfel of 
heaven, than its arranging the train of events in 
fuch a manner, that the unruly paflions of the wick- 
ed (hall contribute to overthrow their own defigns. 
Hiftory abounds with examples of their being ren- 
dered the unconfcious minifters of :Providence, to 
accomplifh purpofcs direftly oppofite to thofe which 
ihey had in view. Thus the cruelty of the fons of 
Jacob, m purfuing the deftruftion of their brother 
Jofeplj, became the means of cffefting his high ad- 
vancement. Thus the wrath of Pharaoh againft 
the Ifraelites, and his unjuft attempts to detain them 
in bondage, proved the occafion of bringing them 
forth from thelandofflavery, withfignalmaiksof the 
favour of heaven. Thus the inhuman plan which 
Hamaii had formed for ruining Mordecai, and ex* 
tirpatirrg the whole Jewifh nation, paved the way 
for Mordccai's high promotion, and for the triumph 
of the Jews over all their enemies. 

After 
* 2 Kings, xix. %%. f Plalm ii. i, a, 3- 
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After this manner the Almighty fnareth the wick^ 
ed in the works of their hands ; and ereSs his own 
council upon the ruin of theirs, Thofe events 
which, viewed apart, appear as fpots in the divine 
adminiftration, when confidered in connexion with 
all their confequences, are often found to give it ad* 
ditional luftre. The beauty and magnificence of 
the univerfe are much heightened, by its being an 
extenfive and complicated fyftem ; in which a va- 
riety of fprings arc made to play, and a multitude 
of different movements are, with moft admirable 
art, regulated and kept in order. , Interfering in- 
terefts, and jarring paflions, are in fuch hianner ba- 
lanced againft one another ; fuch proper checks 
are placed on the violence of human purfuits ; and 
the wrath of man is made fo to hold his courfe, that 
how oppofite foever the feveral motions feem to 
be, yet they concur and meet at laft in one direc- 
tion* While, among the multitudes that dwell on 
the face of the earth, fome are fubmiffive to the di- 
vine authority ; fome rife up in rebellion againft 
it ; others, abforbed in their pleafures and purfuits, 
are totally inattentive to it ; they are all fo moved 
by an imperceptible influence from above, that the 
zeal of the dutiful, the wrath of the rebellious, and 
the indifl^erence of the carelefs, contribute iBnally 
to the glory of God. All are governed in fuch a 
way as fuits their powers, and is confiftent with ra- 
tional freedom, yet all are fubjefled to the neceflity 
of fulfilling the eternal purpofes of Heaven. This 
depth of divine wifdom in the adminiftration of the 
taniverfe, exceeds all human comprehenfion, and 
affords everlafting fubjeft of adoration and praife. 

III. The wrath of man praifes the juftice of 
God, by being employed as the inflrumept of in- 
flifting punifhment upon finners. Did bad men 
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trace the courfe of events in their life with atten* 
tive eye, they might eafily difcovet the greateft part 
of the difafters which they fuflPcr, 16 be brought 
upon them by their own ungoverned paffions. The 
fucceflion of caufes and efiPefts is fo contrived by 
Providence, that the wrath which they meant to 
pour forth on others, frequently recoils, by its ef* 
fe6ls, upon themfelves. But fuppofing them to ef-. 
cape thofe external mifchiefs which violent pafEons 
naturally occafion, they cannot eVade the internal 
mifery which they produce. The conftitution of 
things is framed with fuch profound Wifdom, that 
the divine laws, in every event, execute themfelves 
againfl: the finner, and carry their fanflion in their 
Own bofom. The Supreme Being has no occafion 
to unlock the prifons of the deep, or to call down 
the thunder from heaven, in order to punifli the 
wrath of man. He carries on the adminiflration 
of juftice with more fimplicity and dignity. It is 
fujfficient that he allow thofe fierce paflSops which 
render bad men the difturbers of others, to operate 
on their own hearts* He delivers them up to 
themfelves, and they become their own tormentors. 
Before the world they may difguife their fuffcrings j 
but it is well known, that to be inwardly torn with 
defpite, revenge, and wrathful paffions, is the moft 
intenfe of all mifery. In thus connecting the pun* 
iihment with the crime, making their own wicked^ 
fiefs to rtprovt them, and theit hackflidings to cvrre^ 
them, the avenging hand of a righteous Governour 
is confpicuous 5 and thus the obfervation of the 
Pfalmift is fully verified \ the wicked have drawn" 
out their fword and bent their bow, to cajl down the 
poor and needy ; but their f Word fhall enter into their 
own heart*. 

The 
^ • Pralm xxtvii. 14, x^. 
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The wraih ojr^an alfo praifes the juftice of God 
in the punittiment of other criminals^ as well as of 
the wrathful themfelves. Ambitious arid lawlef& 
xnen are let loofe upon each o^her, that, without 
any fupematural interpofition, they may fulfil the 
juft vengeance of heaven in their mutual deftruc- 
tion. They may occafionally be cemented tqgeth^ 
er by confpiracy againll the juft ; but as no firm 
nor lafting bond can unite them, they become at 
laft the prey of mutual jealoufyy ftrife, and fraud* 
For a time they may go on, and feem to profper. 
The juftice of Heaven may appear to dumber ; 
but it is awake, and only waits till the meafure of 
their iniquity be full. God reprefents bimfelf in 
Scripture as fometimes permitting wickednefs toi 
arife to an overgrown height, on purpofe that its 
ruin may be the greater, and more exemplary. He 
fays to the tyrant of Egypt, that for this caufe he 
had raifed him up, that is, had allowed him to prof-* 
per and be exalted, that he might Jhew in him his 
power ; and that his name might be declared through-* 
out all the earth*. The divine adminiftration is 
glorified in the punifliment contrived for the work- 
ers of iniquity, as well as in the reward prepared 
for the righteous. This is the purpofe which the 
Lord hath purpofed upon all the earth ; and this is 
the hand that is j^r etched forth over all the nations.f 

IV. The wrath of man is made to praife the 
goodnefs of God. This is the moft unexpefted of 
its efFefts ; and therefore requires to be the moft 
fully illuftrated. All the operations of the govern- 
ment of the Deity may be ultimately refolved into 
goodnefs. His power^ and wifdom, and juftice, 
all conduce to general happinefs and order. Among 
the means which he ufesfor accomplifliing thisend^ 

♦ Exod. ix. 16. t liaiah, xiv. a€t 
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it will be founa, that the wrath of man, through his 
over ruling dire£li6n, poffeffes a confiderable place. 

Fi RST» It is employed by God as an ufeful inftru- 
merit of difcipline and corre6lion to the virtuous* 
The florms which ambition and pride raife among 
mankind, he permits with the fame intention that 
be fends forth tempefts among the elements ; to 
clear the atmofphere of noxious vapours, and to 
purify it from that corruption which all things con- 
traS by too much reft. When wicked men pre- 
vail in their defigns, and exercife the power which 
they have gained with a heavy and oppreflive hand, 
the virtuous are apt to exclaim, in bitternefs of foul. 
Where is the Lord ? and where the fceptre of right- 
eoufnefs and truth ? Hath God forgotten tS be gra^ 
cious ? or doth he indeed fee, and is there knowl^ 

edge in the Mojl High ? Their oppreffors are^ 

in truth, no more than the minifters of God to them 
for good. He fees that they ftand in need of cor- 
reftion, and therefore raifes up enemies againfl: 
them, in order to cure the intemperance of prof- 
perity ; and to produce, in the ferious hours of af- 
fliftion, proper refleftions upon their duty, and their 
paft erroufs. 

In this light the difturbers of the earth arc often 
reprefented in Scripture, as fcourges in the hand of 
God, employed to infli6l challifement upon a de- 
generating people. They are commiffioned for the 
execution of righteous and wife purpofes, conceal- 
ed from themfelves ; and when their commiflion is 
fulfilled, they are recalled, and deftroyed. Of this 
we have a remarkable example in the ufe whichGoci 
made of theking of Affyria with refpefil to the people 
dF I frael; Twill fend him againjl an hypocritical nation^ 
and againjl the people of my wrath will I give him a 
chargey to take thefpoil^ and to take the prey. Howbeit, 
H 3 he 
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he meaneth not Jo ; neither doth his heart think fo; hut 
it ii in his heart to dejlroy, and cut off nations not a, 
Jew. Wherefore it jhall come topafs, that when the 
Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion 
and on Jerufakm, Iwill punijh the fruit of the flout 
heart off the king of Affyria^ and the glory of his high 
looks*. In vain, therijj doth the wrath of^ man lift 
itfelf up agaiqft God. He faith, by the flrength of 
my hand I have done ity and by my wifdom, for 1 am 
prudent. Shall the ax boafl itfelf againfi him thai 
heweth therewith ? or fhall the Jam magnify itfelf 
againfi him thatfhaketh it ? AH things, whether 
they will it or not, mufl work together for good to^ 
them that love God. The wrath of man, among the 
reft, fills up the place affigned to it hy the ordina^ 
tion of Heaven. The violent enemy, the proud 
conqueror, and the oppreffive tyrant, pdlTefs only 
the fame ftation with the famine, the peftilence, and 
the flood. Their triumphs are no more than the 
accomplifhment of God's correftion ; aiid the re^ 
mainder of their wrath fhall he reflrain. 

Secondly, God makes the wrath of man contri^ 
bute to the benefit of the virtuous, by rendering it 
the means of improving and fignalizing their graces i 
^nd of raifing them, thereby, to higher honour and 
glory. Had human affairs proceeded in an orderly 
train, and no oppofition been made to religion and 
virtue by the violence of the -wicked, what room 
would have been left fqr fome of the higheft and 
tnoft generous exertions of the foul of man ? How 
many (hining e>camples of fortitude, conftancy, and 
patience, would have been loft to the world ? What 
a field of virtues peculiar to a fts^te of difciplinet 
had lain uncultivated ? Spirits of a higher order 
poflefs a ft^te of eftablilhed virtue, that ftarids m 

need 

^ Ifaiah, X. 6, 7. I a. 
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need of- no fuch trials and improvements. But to 
us, who are only under education for fuch a ftate, 
it belongs to pafc through the furnace, that our fouls 
may be tried, refined, and brightened. We mull 
ftand the conflift, that we m*ay be graced and crown- 
ed as conquerors. The wrath of man opens the ' 
field to glory ; calls us forth to the moft diftinguifti- 
ed exercife of aftive virtue, and forms us to all thofe 
fuflFering graces which are among the higheft orna- 
ments of the human foul. It is thus, that the illuf- 
trious band of true patriots and heroes, of confef- 
fors and martyrs, have been fet forth to the admi-, 
ration of all ages, as lights of the world ; while the 
rage and fury of enemies, inllead of bearing them 
down, have only ferved to exalt and dignifv them 
more. 

Thirdly, the wrath of man is often made to ad- 
vance the temporal profperity of the righteous. 
The occafional diftreffes which it brings upon them, 
frequently lay the foundation of their future fuccefs. 
The violence with which wicked men purfue their 
refentment, defeats its ownpurpofe ; and engages 
the world on the fide of the virtuous, whom they 
perfecute. The attempts of malice to blacken and 
defame them, bring forth their chara6lers with more 
advantage to the view of impartial beholders. The 
extremities to which they are reduced by injuftice 
and oppreffion, roufe their courage and atlivity ; 
and often give occafion to fuch vigorous efforts in 
their jufl: defence, as overcome all. oppofition, and 
terminate in profperity and fuccefs. Even in cafes 
where the wrath of man appears to prevail over the 
peaceable and the juft, it is frequently, in its iflTue, 
converted into a blefling. How many have had 
reafon to be thankful, for being difappointed by 
thei enemies in defigns which they earneftly pur- 
fued, but which, if fuccefsfuUy accoinplifhed, they 
H 4 have 
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have afterwards feen would have occafioaed their 
ruin ? Whofo is wife^ and mill ohjerve iheje things^ 
even he Jhall undcrjland the lovmgkindnefs of the 
Lord*. 

While the wrath of man thus praifes God hy 
the advantages which it is made to bring to good 
men as individuals^ the divine hand is equally ap- 
parent in the (imiliar effe£ls which it is appointed 
to produce to nations and focif ties. When wars 
and commotions (hake the earth, when fa£lions rage, 
and inteftine divifions embroil kingdoms that be« 
fore were flouriftiing. Providence fecms, at firft 
view, to have abandoned public affairs to the mif- 
rule of human pailions. Yet from, the midft of this 
confufion order is often made to fpring ; and from 
thefe mifchiefs lafting advantages to arife. By 
fuch convulfions, nations are roufed from that dan- 
gerous lethargy into which flowing wealth, long 
peace, and growing efifeminacy of manners had funk 
them« They are awakened to difcern their true 
interefts ; and taught to lake proper meafures for 
fecurity and defence again ft all their foes. Inveter- 
ate prejudices are correded ; and latent fources of 
danger are difcovered. Public fpirit is called forth ; 
and larger views of national happinefs are formed. 
The corruptions to which every government is lia- 
ble, are often re£lified by a ferment in the political: 
body, as noxious humours in the animal frame are 
carried off by the Ihock of a difeafe. Attempts 
made againft a wife and well eftabliihed civil con- 
flitution tend in the iffue to (Irengthen it ; and the 
diforders of licentioufnefs and fa£lion, teach men 
more highly to prize the blelfings of tranquillity and 
legal prote£lion« 

Fourthly, 
♦ Pfalm evil. 34. 
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Fourthly, the wrath of man^ when it breaks 
fortb in the perfecution of religion, praifes the di- 
vine goodncfs, by being rendered conducive to the 
advancement of truth, and propagation of religion 
in the world. The church of God, (ince the day^ 
of its infancy, hath never been entirely exempted 
from the wrath of the world ; and in thofe ages, dur-> 
ing which it was moft expofcd to that wrath, it hath 
always fiouriihed the mdft. In vain the policy and 
the rage of men united theirefforts to extinguifltthis 
divine light. Though all the four winds blew 
againit it, it only fhone brighter, and flamed higher. 
Many waters could not quench it, nor all the floods 
drown it. The conftancy and fortitude of thofe 
who fufiFered for the truth, had a much greater ef- 
fcft in increa&ng the number of converts, than all 
the terrour and cruelty of perfecutors in diminifti- 
ing it. By this means the wrath of man was made 
to turn againft itfelf to the deftru^ion of its own 
purpofe ; like waves, which affaultinga rock with 
impotent fury, difcover its immovable liability, 
while they dafii themfelvfes in pieces at its feet. 

I SHALL only add one other inftance of the wrath 
of man praifing God, by accompliftiing ends of moft 
extenfive benefit to mankind. Never did the rage 
aad malice of the wicked imagine that they had ob- 
tained a more complete triumph, than in the death 
of Jefus Chrift. When they had executed their 
purpofe of making him fuflPer as a malefaftor, they 
were confident that they hadextinguiflied his name, 
and difcomfited his. followers for ever. Behold how 
feeble are the efforts of the wrath of man againll the 
decree of Heaven ! All that they intended to over*. 
tbrow, they moft effeftually eftabliflicd. The death 
of Chrift was, in the councils of Heaven, the fpring 
of everlafting life to the faithful. The crofs on 

which 
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which he fuflfered with apparent ignominy, became 
the ftandard of eternal honour to him ; the enfign 
under which his followers affembled^ and triumph- 
ed^ He who, at his pleafure, refirains the remain- 
der of wrath, fuffered the rage of our Saviotir^s ene- 
mies to fugged no other things to them than what^ 
long before, he had determined, and his prophets 
had foretold. They all confpired to render the 
whole fcene of Chrift's fufferings exaftly conform- 
able to the original predifled plan of divine mercy 
and goodnefs ; and each of them contributed his 
Ihare to accomplifh that great undertaking, which 
none of them in the lead underftood, or meant to 

promote. So remarkable an inftance as this^ 

fully afcertained in Scripture, of the wrath of 
man minitlering to the defigns of Heaven, ought 
to be frequently in our eye ; as an exemplification 
of the condu3: of Providence in many other cafes, 
where we have not fo much light afforded us for 
tracing its ways. 

By this indu£lionof particulars, the do6trine conu 
tained in the text is plainly and fully verified. We 
have feen, that the diforders which the pride and 
paffions of men occafion in the world, though they 
take rife from the corruption of human nature in 
this fallen ftate, yet are fo overruled by Providence 
as to redound to his honour and glory who governs 
all. They illuftrate before the world the divine 
perfedlions in the adminiitration of the univerfc. 
They ferve the purpofes of moral and religious im^ 
provemcnt to the fouls of men. By a fecret ten- 
dency, they advance the welfare of thofe whom they 
appear to threaten with evil. Surely, O God f ike 
wrath of man Jhall praife thee ; the remainder of 
wrath jhalt thou rejlrain. — In thy hand it is ; and 
Thou never letted it forth but in weight and mea£. 

ure. 
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ure. It is wild and intfa£lable in its nature ; but 
Thou tameft it. It is blind and headlong in its 
itnpulfe ; but Thou dire£left iti It ftruggles contin- 
ually to break its chain; but Thou confineft it ; 
Thou retrencheft all the fuperfluity of its fury. — 
Let us now confider, what improvement is to be 
made of this meditation on the ways of Providence* 

In the firft place, Let it lead usb to a religious 
contemplation of the hand of God in all the tranf- 
aftions of the world. .In the ordinary courfe of 
human affairs, we behold a very mixed and bufy 
fcene ; the paflions of men varioufly agitated, and 
new changes daily taking place upon this ilage of 
time. We behold peace and war alternately re- 
turning ; the fortunes of private men rifing and 
falling ; and Rates and nations partaking of the fame 
viciffitude. In all this, if we attend only to the 
operation of external caufes, and to the mere rota- 
tion of events, we view no more than the inanimate 
part of nature • we flop at the fui face of things; 
we contemplate the great fpeftacle which is prefent- 
ed to uSj not with the eyes of rational and intelligent 
beings. The life and beauty of the univerfe aiifes 
from the view of that wifdom and goodnefs which 
animates and condu6ls the whole, and unites all the 
parts in one great defign. There is an eternal Mind 
who puts all thofe wheels in ftiotion ; Himfelf re- 
maining for ever at reft. Nothing is void of God. 
Even in the paflions and ragings of men. He is to 
be found ; and where they imagine they guide 
tbemfelves, they are guided and controlled by his 
band. What folemn thoughts and devout affec- 
tions ought this meditation to infpire ; when in 
viewing the affairs of the world, we attend not mere- 
ly to the adlings of men, but to the ways of God ; 
and confider ourfelves, and all our concerns^ as in- 
cluded in his high adminiftr^tioq. In 
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In the fecottd place, the dbflfrine which has been 
tlluftrated fliould prevent us from cenfuring Provi- 
dence, on account of any feeniing diforders and evils 
which at prefent take place in the world, 'i'he 
various inftances which have Been pointed out ih 
this difcourfe, of human paflion and wickednefs 
rendered fubfervient to wife and ufeful ends, give 
us the highell reafon to conclude, that in all other 
cafes of feeming evil, the like ends are carried on. 
This ought to fatisfy our mind, even when the prof- 
peft is moft dark and difcouraging. The plans of 
divine wifdom are too large and comprehenfive to 
be difcerned by us in all their extent ; and where 
we fee only by parts, we muft frequently be at a 
lofs in judging of the whole. The way of God is in 
thefea, and his path in the great waters ; hisfooU 
Jleps are not known.* But although thou Jayejt thou 
canjl not fee him^ yet judgment is before him ; there^ 
fore triji thou in himf. As in the natural world no 
real deformity is found, nothing but what has ei- 
ther fome ornament, or fome ufe ; fo in the moral 
world, the moft irregular and deformed appearan- 
ces contribute in one way or other to the order of 
the whole. The Supreme Being, from the moft 
oppofite and difagreeing principles, forms univerfal 
concord ; and adapts even the moft harfh and dif- 
fonant notes to the harmony of his praife. As he 
hath reared the goodly frame of nature from various 
stn^d jarring elements, and hath fettled it in peace ; 
fo he hath formed fuch an union by his providence 
of the more various interefts, and more jarring paf- 
fions of men, that they all confpire to his glory, and 
cooperate for general good.-^How amazing is* that 
wifdom, which comprehends fuch infinite diverfi- 
ties, and contrarieties, within its fcheme ! How pow- 
erful that hand, which bends to its own purpofe the 

good 
• Pfalm, Ixxvii. 19. f Job, xxxv, X4« 
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gopdl ?q4 ^hfi l>^4f the bufy ^nA the idle, the friends 
aod thefpes of tru^b ; which obliges them all to 
hol4 Pn their courfe to his gloFj|^, though divided 
from one another by a multiplicity of purfuits, and 
differing oftep from themfelves ; and while they 
all ipove at their own freedom, yet, by a fecret ini« 
Euence, winds and turns them at his will I the 
iepik of the richly koth of the wifiom and knowledge 
ofQod ! How unfc^rchaile are his judgments^ and his 
wqjis ita^ finding out /* 

In the third place» we fee, from what has been 
faid, how much re^fpQ there is for fubmiflion to the 
decrees of Heaven. Whatever diftreifes we fuffer 
from the wrath offnan, we have ground to believe 
that they befal not in vain. In the midft of human 
violence or oppreflion, we are not left to be the fport 
of fortune. Higher counfels are concerned. Wife 
and good deligns are going on. God is always car- 
lying forward his own purpofes ; and if thefe ter- 
minate in his glory, which is ever the fame with the 
felicity of the righteous, is not this a fufficient reafon 
for our calm and cheerful acquiefcence ? 

Hence, alfo, to conclude, arifes the mofl: power- 
ful argument for ftudying, with zealous afliduity, to 
gain the favour and protedion of the Almighty. If 
his difpleafure hang over our heads, all things around 
us may be juft objefts of terrour. For, againft 
him, there is no defence. The moil violent powers 
in nature are minifters to him. Formidable, indeed, 
may prove the wrath of man, if he be pleafed to let 
it forth againft us. To him, but not to us, it be- 
longs to reftrain it at pleafure. Whereas, when we 
are placed under his prote6lion, all human wrath is 
divefted of its terrours. If he be for us, who, or 
what can be againft us ? Let us purfue the meafures 

which 
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which he hath appointed for obtaining his grace by 
faith, repentance, and a holy life, and, we fliall have 
no reafon to be afraid of evil tidings ; our hearts 
mil be fixed, trufting in the Lord. When the re- 
ligious fear df God poflefles the heart, it expels the 
ignoble fear of man ; and becomes the principle of 
courage and magnanimity. The Lord is a buckler 
and a Jbield to them that fcrvc him. fFhen he a- 
rijethy his enemies Jhall be fcattered, as/moke is driv^ 
en away, and as chaff before the wind. He givetb 
Jlrengfb andviSlory to his people \ he clotheth them 
with falvation. The wrath of man Jhall prai/e him j 
and the remainder of wrath Jhall he rejlrain. 
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SERMON Vllr. 

On the Importance of Religious Knowl^^ 
EDGE to Mankind, 



Preached before theSociETV in Scotl A^'D for propagatinj 
Christian Knowledge. 
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ISAIAH, xi. 9. 

They Jkall net hurt nor deftroy in all my bolymoun-^ 
tain ; for the earth Jhall he full of the knowledge 
of the Lord^ as the waters cover thefea. 



X H I S paflage of Scripture is underdood^ 
by all cKrifiian interpreters, to refer to the days of 
the GofpeL The Prophet defcribes, in the con- 
text, the aufpicious influence of the Meffiah's reign, 
as extending over all nature, and producing univer- 
fa] felicity. The full accomplifhment of this pre- 
diQion is yet future, and refpeds fome more ad- 
vanced period of the kingdom of God, when true 
religion fliall univerfally prevail, and the native 
tendency of the.Gofpel attain its entire efieft. In 
the profpeQ of this event, the Prophet feems to rife 

above 
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. above himfelf, and celebrates that happy age in the 
moft fublime drain of eaftem poetry. He opens a 
beautiful view of the ftate of the world, as a ftate of 
returning innocence^ He reprefents all nature flour- 
ifliing in peace ; difcord and guile aboUihed ; the 
inoft hoftile natures reconciled^ and the moil favage 
reformed and tamed. The wolfjhall dwell with the 
hmb, and the leopard lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf J and the young lion^ and the failing together^ and 
a little child fhall lead them. The lionfiail eat f raw 
like the ox ; and thefuckling child fhall play on the 
hole of the afp^ and the weaned child fhall put his 
hand on the cockatrice den. They fhall not hurt nor def^ 
troy in all my holy mountain; for the earth Jhall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. 
Upon reading tliefe words we muft immediately 
perceive the great encouragement which they give 
to all good defigns for promoting religion in the 
world. When we engage in tlKfe, we have the 
comfort of being engaged, not only in a good caufe, 
but alfo in one that fliall undoubtedly be fuccefsful. 
For we are here affured hy the divine pfomife, that 
truth and righteoufnefs (hall ?tt length prevail, and 
that the incrcafmg influence of religion l&aU intro- 
duce general happinefs. It is a pleafing and ani- 
mating reflexion, that, in carrying on fuch d€fign$ 
we afl; upon the divine plan • and cooperate with 
God for advancing the kingdom of the Meffiah. We 
have no reafon to be difcouraged by any unfavour- 
able circumftanccs which at prefefit oppofe bur pi-* 
ous endeavours. Though the ignorance, fuperfti- 
tion, and corruption, which now Sll fo great a part 
of the world, have a dark and myfterious afpeft, it 
IS not beyond the power of that Supreme Being who 
brings light out of darknefs, to clear up thofe per- 
plexing appearances, andf gradually to extricsfte 
mankind from the labyrinth of ignorance and er« 

rour 
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roun Let us coniider how improbable it feemed^ 
wb^i the Gofpel was firft publiflbed, that it {hould 
extend fo far, and overthrow fo much eftabliihed 
Tuperftition as it has already done. There is noth« 
ing in the prefent fiate of the world, to render it 
more unlikely that it fliall one day be univerfally 
received, and prevail in its fiiir influence. At the 
rife of Chriftianity, the difproportion was, at leaft, 
as great between the apparent human caufes, and 
the effed; which has a^ually been produced, as^ 
"there is in our age, between the circumftances of 
^religion in the world, and the efie6fc which we far«. 
-tier expe^. The Sun of, righteoufnefs having al- 
ready exerted its influence in breaking through the 
thickeft darknefis, we may juftly hope, that it is 
powerful enough to defpel all remaining obfcurity ; 
and that it will afcend by degrees to that perfe^ 
day, when iiealingfiaU be under its wings to alHhe 
-cations. A little onejhall become a thoufand ; and 
nfmall oM, afirong nation. I the Lord will haften 
it in its time.'^ 

Besides the predi£lion whieh the text contains 
of the future fuccefs of religion, it points out alfo a 
precife conne£lion between the increafe of religious 
knowledge, and the bappinefs of mankind, whe 
knowledge of the Lord filling the earth, is affigned as 
the Gaul& why theyjhall not huri nor dejlroy in all the 
holy mountain of God. To this I am now to lead 
your thoughts ; as a fubje€fc both fuited to the oc- 
cafion of the ppefent meetinjg, and proper to be iL 
'luftrated in tiinett, whericin total indifference to re- 
ligious, principles appears to gain ground. Whether 
Chriftianity fliall be propagated farther or not, is 
treated as a matter of no great concern to mankind. 

The 

* liaiah, Ix. aa. 
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The opinion prevails among many, that moral vir- 
tue may fubfill, with equal advantage, independent 
of religion. For moral principles great regard is 
profefled ; but articles of religious belief are held to 
be abftra^ tenets, remote from life ; points of mere 
fpeculation and debate, the influence of which is 
very inconfiderable on the a£lions of men. The 
general cpndud:, it is contended, will always pro- 
ceed upon views and principles which have more 
relation to the prefent ilate of things ; and religious 
knowledge can therefore ftand in no necefTary conii* 

neflion with their happinefs and profperity. 

How adverfe fuch opinions are both to the profeC 
lion and praflice of religion, is abundantly evident. 
How adverfe they are to the general welfare and 
real interefts of mankind, I hope to make appear to 
candid minds. 

By the knowledge of the Lord in the text, is not 
to be underftood the natural knowledge of God on- 
ly. It i$ plain that the Prophet fpeaks of the age 
of the Meffiah, when more enlarged difcoveri€;$ 
fhquld be made to mankind of the divine perfec 
tions 2|ttd government, than unal&fted reafon could 
attain. The knowledge of the Lord, therefore, com^- 
prehends the principles of Chriftianity, as well as of 
natural religion. In order to difcem the impor- 
tance of fuch knowledge to general happinefs, we 
fliall confider man, I. as an individual ; II. as ii 
ipembw pf fociety. 

I. Considering man as an individual, let us 
enquire how far the knowledge of true religion is 
important, firft, to his improvem^fit ; next, to his 
confqlaiiop. 

flRSTi 
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First, With refpe£l to the improvement of man ; 
the advancement of his nature in what is valuable 
and ufefulj the acquifition of fuch difpofitions and 
habits as fit him for ading his part with propriety 
on this ftage, and prepare him for a higher ilate of 
a&ion hereafter ; what benefit does he receive, in 
thefe refpe£ls, from religious knowledge and belief? 
It is obvious, that all increafe of knowledge is im« 
provement to the underftanding. The more that 
Its fphere is enlarged, the greater number of ob« 
jeQ;s that are fubmitted to its view^ efpecially when 
thefe objefts are of intrinfic excellence, the more 
xnuft thofe rational powers which are the glory of 
man, be in the courfe of attaining their proper 
firength and maturity. But were the knowledge 
of religion merely fpeculative, though the fpecula^ 
tion mud be admitted to be noble, yet lefs could 
be faid of its importance. We recommend it to 
mankind, as forming the heart, and diredling the 
life. Thofe pure and exalted conceptions which 
the Chriftian religion has taught us to entertain of 
the Diety, as the univerfal Father and righteous 
Governour of the univerfe, the Standard of un- 
fpotted perfeQion ; and the Author 0/ every good and 
per/e£f gift ; condu&ing hi$ whole adminiftration 
with an eternal regard to order, virtue, and truth } 
ever favouring the caufe, and fupporting the inter* 
efts, of righteous men ; and applying, in this direc* 
tion, the whole might of omnipotence, and the 
whde council of unerring wifdom, from the begin- 
ning to the end 9f things ; fuch conceptions both 
kindle devotion, and firengthen virtue. They give 
fortitude to the mind in the pra£tice of righteouf^ 
nefs, and eftablifh the perfuafion of its being our 
higheft intereft. 

All the dodrines peculiar to the Gofpel are great 
improvements on what the light of nature had im- 
I 2 perfe^ly 
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perfedlly fuggefted. A high difpcnration bf j^rovi- 
dence is made known^ particularly fuited to the ex- 
igencies of man ; calculated for recovering him 
from that corrupted ftate into which experience 
bears witnefs that he is fallen, and forreftoring him 
to integrity, and favour with his Creator. Ilic 
method of carrying on this great plaYi is fuch a$ 
gives us the mofl; ftriking views of the importance 
of righteoufneTs or virtue, and of the liigh account 
in which it Hands with God. The Son of 'Go^ syp- 
peared on the earth, and TufFered as a propitiaitiba 
for the fins of the world, with this exprefs inten- 
tion, that he might bring in tvtrlajling rightcoufm 
nefs ; that he might purge our conjcicnces from dtcA 
works toferve the living Cod ; that he might redeem 
us from all iniauity, and purify unto himfctf h pecu^ 
liar people zealous of good works. Such a merciful 
interpofition of the Creator of tht world, while it 
illuftrioufly diTplays his goodnefs, and figcializes his 
concern for the moral interells of mankind, affords 
us, at the fame time, the moft fatisfyin^ ground ot 
confidence and truft. It offers an objeft to the 
haind on which it can lay hold for the fecurity of 
its future hopes j when, with ^a certaintv far beyorid 
what any abftraft argument could yield, it appeals 
to a diftinguiftied fa£J: ; and is enabled to fay, "He 
that [pared not his own Son, Tfut delivered him up for 
us afl^ how Jhdll he not with him alfo freely give us all 
things ?* 

While the divine government is thus placed in a 
light the moft amiable, and moft encour-agitig to 
every virtuous mind, there is at the fame time 
fomething extremely awful and folemn in the whole 
doftrine of redemption. *It is calculated to ftrikc 
the mind with reverence for the divine adminiftra- 
tion. It points at fome deep malignity in fin, at fomt 

dreadful 
• Rom. Tiii. 3». 
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4fe4|[)^|i CQofeqj^fincies flowing from guilt, unknown 
in thsW, cwfes ^nd iff. tbeiu whole efFe^s to us, which 
laQViedt the. Sovereign of tJiQ world to depart fropi 
t3>e Qrdinary courfe. of Providencp, and to bring 
s^bout the rqftprajUQD of bis fallen creatures by a 
Qjt^bod fp «flL0Jwlflbing. M^^nkind are hereby awak- 
,<fje4 to the waft ferious re£Le6lions. Such views are 
Qp/^Piqd of the fenAity of the divine laws, of the 
Oxi^eft, of the divine juftice, of the importance of 
thsi. part which is aligned them to afil, as ferve to pre- 
vei^t their trifling with human life, and add dignity 
4nd.fokimuty to. virtue. Thefe great purpofes are 
fs^vth^X carried on, by tj?s difcovery which is made of 
tbe §wd cc^nefilion in which; this life Hands with a 
fijiturQ eternal ftate. We are reprefented a$ /owing 
nozfjf 'ifikat WA 0re t() reap hereafter 5 undergoing a 
cpurf<? of probation and trial, which, according as 
itt^tninat^ in Q^r imprpvement, or leaves us un- 
r^jEpriwed and corroptcjd, will difmifs us to lafting 
.^oidfs, citbei: of punifhment or reward. Such, a 
difcpvery rife?^ f^r above the dubioq$ conje6lures, 
a^d imcertain' reaCanings, which mere natural light 
fugg^$ qoncQrxuQg the futqre condition qf man- 
kind. Here we find, what alone can produce any 
<ppl3dQt4^rable influence on praflice, e:icpiicit promifc 
4^ threatening ; an authoritative fan6Jion given to 
a l^w ; the Qpve.rnour and Judge revealed ; and all 
the motives which can operate on hope and fear> 
bxQUght home to the heart, with Thus faith the Lord 
ofj^o/is^ In a word, a great and magnificient plan 
*^ divine adminiftratiQU is opened to us in the Gof- 
pcl of Chrift ; and nothing is omitted that can im- 
p;ce& niankind with the perfuafion of their bein^ 
aJJ, in the ftriQteft fepfe, fubjefts of the moral gov- 
exnmpni of Cod. 

Thoucw 
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Though the bounds of this Difcourfe allow us 
to take only an imperfefl viei^ of the principles of 
Chriftian do£lrine, yet the hints which have been 
given^ lay a fufficient foundation for appealing to 
every impartial mind, whether the knowledge and 
belief of fuch principles be not intimately conneded 
with the improvement, and, by confequence, with 
the happinefs of man ? I reafon how with fuch as 
admit, that virtue is the great fource both of im- 
provement and happinefs. Let them lay what 
ftrefs they pleafe upon the authority of confcience, 
and upon the force and evidence of its di6lates; can 
they refufe to allow that the natural tendency of the 
principles which I have mentioned, is to fupport 
thofe didates, and to confirm that authority ; to 
excite, on various occafions, the mod ufeful fenti- 
ments ; to provide additional reflraints from vice, 
and additional motives to every virtue ? Who dares 
pronounce, that there is no cafe in which confcience 
Hands in need of fuch afliftance to direft, where 
there is fo much uncertainty and darknefs ; and to 
prompt, where there is fo much feeblenefs and ir- 
refolution, and fuch a fatal pronenefs to vice and 
folly? 

But how good foever the tendency of religious 
principles may be, fome will ftill call in queftion 
their adual fignificancy, and influence on life. This 
tendency is by various caufes defeated. Between 
the belief of religious principles and a corrcfpon- 
dent praftice, it will be alleged that frequent ex- 
perience (hews there is no neceflary connexion ; 
and that therefore the propagation of the one, can- 
not give us any aiTurance of proportionable im- 
provements following in the other. — This, in part^ 
is granted to be true ; as we admit that religious 
imowledge and belief are fufceptible of various de- 
^gtees^ before they arrive at that real Chriftian faith 

which 
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which the Scripture reprefents as purifying the 
heart. But though the connexion between prin^ 
ciple and pra£);ice be not neceflary and invanable> 
it will not, I fuppofe, be denied, that there is fome 
connexion. Here then one avenue to the heart is 
opened. If the tendency of religious knowledge 
be good, wifdom mud dire£l, and duty oblige us to 
cultivate it. For tendency will, at leaft in fome ca- 
fes, rife into tStGt ; and probably, in more cafes 
than are known and obferved by the world.' Be- 
iides the diftinguiflied examples of true religion 
and virtue which have, more or lefs, adorned every 
age of the Chriftian aera, what numbers may there 
be, in the more filent and private fcenes of life, 
overlooked by fuperficial obfervers of mankind, on 
whofc hearts and lives religious principles have the 
taioft happy influence ? Even on loofe and giddy 
minds, where they are far from accomplifhing their 
full effeS, their influence is, frequently, not alto- 
gether loft. . Imprelfions of religion often check 
vice in its career. They prevent it from proceeding 
its utmoft length ; and though they do not entirely 
reform the offender, they fcrve to maintain order 
in fociety. Perfons who are now bad, might pro- 
bably have been worfe without them, and the 
world have fuffered more from unreftrained licen- 
tioufnefs. They bften fow latent feeds of goodnefs 
in the heart, which proper circumftances and occa- 
fions aftei-wards ripen ; though the reformation of 
the offender may not be fo confpicuous as his 
former enormities have been. From the native 
tendency of religious belief, there is reafon to con* 
clude^ that thofe good effefts of it are not fo rare as 
fome would reprefent them. By its nature and 
tendency, we can better judge of its effefts, than 
by obfervations drawn from a fuppofed experience, 
I 4 which 
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which often is narrow in itscom]iars, and fillatious 
in its cpncluiions. 

The a&aal influence of. ^nctpk and belief on 
mankind, admits of clear illuftfation from uncon^ 
tefted inatter of fa&. They who hold the ^ood ef^ 
fe£ts of Chriftian principles to be fo inconfiderable,^ 
as to render the propagation of them of fmall im- 
portance, will be at no lofs to give us inftances of 
corrupt principles of belief having had tbt mod 
powerful influence on the world. Loud com^ 
plaints we hear from this qu^ttir, of the direful tf-« 
fedls which fuperftition and enthufiafm have pro-* 
duced ; of their having poifoned the tempers^ and 
transformed the manners of men ; of their having 
overcome the flrongefl; teflraints of law, of reafon^ 
and humanity. Is this then the cafe, that all priti«* 
ciples, except good ones, are of fuch mighty energy ? 
Strange ! that falfe religion fltould be able to do fo 
much, and true religion fo little ; that belief, to 
powerful in the one cafe, fliould be fo impotent in 
the other. — No impartial inquirer, furely, can en- 
tertain this opinion. The whole hiftory of man- 
kind fiiews that their religious tenets and prindpltsj 
of whatever nature they be, are of great influence 
in forming their charader, and dire£ling their con- 
dud. The mifchief which falfe principles have 
done, affords a good argument to guard carefully 
*" again (I errour ; but as it is a proof of what belief 
can do, it gives ground to hope the more from it, 
when rightly direded. The fame torrent whicbj 
when it is put out of its natural courfe, overflows 
and lays waflte a country, adorns and enriches it^when 
running in its proper channel. If it be alleged that 
fuperftition is likely to be more powerful in its ef^ 
ft&s than truth, becaufe it agrees better with the 
follies and corruptions of the world, we may op- 
' ' pofe 
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pofe to thii, on the othtr hand, that truth has the 
divide bleffing and the countenance of heaven on 
its fide. Let us always hope well of a caufe that is 
good in itfelf, and beneficial to mankind. Truth is 
mighty, and will prevail. Let us fpread the incvr^ 
ruptihkfetd as widely as we can, and truft in God 
that he will give the increafe. Having thus (hewn 
the importance of religious knowledge to mankind 
in the way of irhprovement, lei us, 

Iw the fecond phcc, conlider it in the light of 
confolation ; as bringing aid and relief to u^ amidil 
the drftrcffes of life. Here religion inconteftably 
triumphs ; and its happy effefts, in this refpe&i 
furnilh a ftrong argument to every benevolent 
mind for wifhing them to be farther diflFufe through* 
out the world. For without the belief and hope 
afforded by divine Revelation, the circi^mftances 
of man are extremely forlorn. He finds himfelf 
placed here as a ftranger in a vaft univerfe, where 
the powers and operations of nature are very im* 
perfeftly known ; where both the beginnings and 
ihc ijffues of thitigs are involved in my fterious dark* 
nefs ; where he is unable todifcover, with any cer- 
tainty, whence he fprung, or for what purpofe he 
Was brought into this ftate of exiftence ; whether he 
be fubjcfted to the government of a mild, or of a 
wrathful ruler ; what conftru6lion he is to put on 
many of the difpenfations of his Providence ; and 
what his fate is to be when he departs hence. What 
a difconfolate fituation to a ferious inquiring mind ! 
The greater degree of virtue it poffefies, its fenfi- 
bility is likely to be the more oppreffed by thi^ 
burden of labouring thought. Even though it 
were in one's power to baniQi all uneafy thought, 
^nd to fill up the hours of life with perpetual 
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amufement, life fo filled up would^ upon reflexion, 
appear poor and triviaU But thefe are far from 
being the terms upon which man is brought into 
this world. He is confcious that hi& being is frail 
and feeble ; he fees himfelf befet with various dan- 
gers' ; and is expofed to many a melancholy ap- 
prehenfion, from the evils which he may have to 
jsncounter^ before he arrives at thedofe of life. In 
this diflreffed condition, to reveal to him fuch dif- 
coverics of the Supreme Being as the Chriftiaa 
religion affords, is to reveal to him, a Father 
and a Friend j is to let in a ray of the moft cheer- 
ing light upon the darknefs of the human ef- 
tate. He who was before a deditute orphan, wan* 
dering in the inhofpitable defert, has now gained a 
ihelter from the bitter and inclement blaft. He 
now knows to whom to pray, and in whom to truft ; 
where to unbofom his forrows, and from what 
hand to look for relief. 

It is certain, that when the heart bleeds from 
fome wound of recent misfortune, nothing is of 
equal efficacy with religious comfort. It is of 
power to enlighten the darkeft hour, and toafTwagc 
the fevereft woe, by the belief of divine favour, and 
the profpeft of a bleffed immortality. In fuchi 
hopes the mind expatiates with joy ; and, when 
bereaved of its earthly friends, folaces itfelf with 
the thoughts of one Friend, whp will never forfake 
It. Refined reafonings concerning the nature of 
the human condition, and the improvement which 
philofophy teaches us to make of every event, may 
entertain the mind when it is at eafe ; may perhaps 
contribute to footh it when flightly touched with 
forrow. But when it is torn with any fore diftrefs, 
they are cold and feeble, compared with a direCt 
promife from the word of God. This is an anchor 
to tht foul both fare and Jiedfaji. This has given 

confolation 
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confolation and refuge to many a virtuous heart, at 
a time when the moft cogent reafonings would have 
proved utterly unavailing. 

Upon the approach of death, cfpecially when, if 
a man thinks at all, his anxiety about his future in. 
terefts mud naturally increafe, the power of relig* 
ious confolation is fenfibly felt. Then appears, in 
the moft ftriking light, the high value of the difcov- 
eries made by the Gofpel ; not only life and immor. 
tality revealed, but a Mediator with God difcovered; 
mercy proclaimed, through him, to the frailtic* d 
the penitent and the humble ; and his prefence 
promifed to be with them when they are paifing 
through the valley of the Jkadow of deaths in 
order to bring them fafe into unfeen habitations 
of reft and joy. Here is ground for their leav. 
ing the world with comfort and peace. But in 
this feVere and trying period, this labouring hour 
of nature, how fliall the unhappy man fupport him- 
felf, who knows not, or believes not, the difcoveries 
of religion ? Secretly confcious to himfelf that he 
has not afled his part as he ought to have done, the 
fins of his paft life arife before him in fad remem- 
brance. He wifhes to exift after death, and yet 
dreads that exiftence. The Governour of the world 
is unknown. He cannot tell whether every endeav- 
our to obtain his mercy may not be vain. All is 
awful obfcurity around him ; and in the midft of 
endlefs doubts and perplexities, the trembling, re- 
ludant foul is forced away from the body. As the 
misfortunes of life muft, to fuch a man, have been 
moft oppreffive, fo its end is bitter. His fun fets in 
a dark doud ; and the night of.death clofes over his 
head, fall of mifcry. — Having now (hewn how im- 
portant the knowledge of the Lord is, both to the 
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improvement and thcr CQnfplaticm of mm» QQA&4* 
ered as an indtvidual, I am next t^ (bcv^ 

IL How important ihU knowledge ia ta btm as 
a member of fociety. Tbi3 branch oC tbe Ci^je^ 
is in part anticipated by wfaal: has beeu faid, F^r 
all the improvement, which n)9H recqi¥efi as ao iodi- 
vidua], redounds to the benefil; of ih^ publkk* , S»m 
ciety reaps the fruit of the virtue of all. the rqetor 
bers who compofe it ; and in proportion a^ eaeb^ 
apart, is made better, the whole mud flcmrifli,. 

But beiides this effed, religious knowledge h^ t 
dired tendency to improve the Ibcial intercQusf^ 
of men, and to affifl them in co-operating for coni-p 
roon good. It is the great inftmnx^nt of civili^^og 
the multitude, and forming them to union. It tanner 
the fiercenefsof their paffions, and fofte^n^i Ux<l.rud^^ 
nefs of their manners^ There is much r^on t^ 
doubt whether any regular fociety ever fitbfiftesdb 
or could fubiift, in the world, defikute of all relig*. 
ious ideas and principles. They who, in early tunc^ 
attempted to bring the wandering and fcatte^f^d 
tribes of men from the woods, and to unite tbenoi in 
cities and communities, always found it necejffary to 
begin with fome inftituiion of religion. The wifeft 
legiflators of old, through the whole progrefs of thw 
fy flems of goverment, coniidered religion as efl^n«- 
tial to civil polity. If even thofe imperfe£l, £proi^ 
of it, loaded with fo much fuperftition and erroiir, 
were important to the welfare of fociety, how much 
more that reafonable worftiip of the true God^ which 
is taught by the Gofpcl ? True religion introdlic-fis 
the idea of regular fubje£lion, by accuftoming tnatit. 
kind to the awe of fuperiour power in the I>«Hy> 
joined with the veperation of fuperiour wifdcnn and 
goodnefs. It is by its nature an aflbciating princiW^ 
pie ; and creates new and facred bonds of union 
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amrotig men. Cotmnoii affcmblies for religious 
worfhip, and joint ^homafge offered uf> to one God \ 
the feiire of being all depettdam oil thre fame pro- 
tefliiott, andboutidto duty "by the lame tries, Iharersin 
the Tame 'betreflts of heaven, and cxpeftants of thfc 
fafrtre f ew^ard, tefod to awaken the fenthrients df 
frietiSly t^laticm, atid to confirm andftrengthen our 
tntrtual conne^oti. The do'arme of Chrfftianity 
is ttloft adverfe to all tyranny and oppreffion, but 
highly 'feVotrrablfe to the iticerefts of good govern- 
ment among men. It repreffes the fpirit of licen- 
tioufnefs and fedition. It inculcates the duty of 
fttbdrdrnationto lawful fuperiours. It requires us 
tofcUY God, to honour iht icing, and not to meddle 
with thzTti that att given to changt. 

-fcefigious knowledge forwards all ufeful and or- 
namental improvements in fociety. Experience 
Ihews, that, iti proportion as it dilFufes its light, 
learning flourifttes, and liberal arts are cultivated 
aud advanced. Jjuft conceptions of religion pro- 
mote a free atjd manly fpirit. They lead men to 
thrtikfor'themTelves ; to form their principles upon 
fair enquiry, and hdt refrgti their confcience to the 
tfffi^tes df tnen. ftetice they naturally infpirc 
averfion to flaveryof every kind ; and promote a 
taile Tor Ifberty atid laws. 0efpotic governments 
iare generally *taken the firmeft root among nations 
that were blinded by Mahometan on Pagan dark^ 
ttefe ; where the thrdtie of violence has been fup.. 
potte'ii by igndrance and falfe religion. In the 
thriftiau world, during thofe centuries in which 
gvofs fuperftftidn held its feign undifturbed, op* 
•preffion and flavery wcr€ in its train. The cloud 
of ignorance fat 'thick and deep over the nations ; 
and the ivofld'was threatened with a relapfe into 
•ancient barbarity. As foon as the true knowledge of 
the Lord revived, at the aufpiciou^ asra of the Re- 
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formation, learning, liberty, and arts, began to fhine 
forth with it, and to refume their luftre. 

But the happy influence which religion exerts on 
fociety^ extends much farther than to efied:s of this 
kind. It is not only fubfidiary to the improv^e- 
xnent, but ncceffary to the prefervation of fociety. 
I tis the very bafis on which it refts. Religious prin. 
ciple is what gives men the furefl; hold of one an. 
other. That lad and greatefl; pledge of veracity, an 
oath, without which no fociety could fubfift, derives 
its whole authority from an eftablifhed reverence 
of God, to whom it is a folemn appeal. Banifh re« 
ligious principle^ and you loofen all the bonds 
which conned mankind together ; you (hake the 
fundamental pillar of mutual confidence and truft; 
you render the fecurity arifingfrom laws, in a great 
xneafure, void and inefFeAual. For human laws^ 
and human fanftions, cannot extend to numberlefs 
cafes, in which the fafety of mankind is deeply con- 
cerned. They would prove very feeble inilruments 
of order and peace, if there were no checks upon 
the condu£l of meii from the fenfe of divine legiC- 
lation ; if no belief of future rewards and punilh* 
ments were to overawe confcience, and to fupply 
the defeSs of human government. 

Indeed, the belief of religion is of fuch import- 
ance to public welfare, that the moft expreCBve 
defcription we could give of a fociety of men in the 
utmoft difordcr, would be to fay, that there was no 
fear of God left among them. Imagination would 
immediately conceive of them as abandoned to 
rapine and violence, to perfidy and treachery ; as 
deceiving and deceived^ oppreffing and opprefled 5 
confumed by inteftine broils, and ripe for becom- 
ing a prey to the firft invader. On the other hand^ 
in order to form the idea of a fociety flourifliing in 
\ts higbeft glory, we need only conceive the belief 
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of Chriftian principle exerting its full influence on 
the hearts and lives of all the members. Inftantly^ 
the moft amiable fcene would open to our view. 
We fliould fee the can fes of public difunion removed, 
when men were animated with that noble fpirit of 
love and charity which our religion breathes ; and 
formed to the purfuit of thofe higher interefts, 
which give no occafion to competition and jealoufy. 
We fhould fee families, neighbourhoods, and com- 
xnunities, living in unbroken amity, and purfuing, 
with one heart and mind, the common mtereft • 
fobriety of manners, and fimplicity of life, reftored • 
virtuous induftry carrying on its ufef ul labours, and 
cheerful contentment every where reigning. Politi- 
cians may lay down what plans they plcafe for ad- 
vancing public profperity ; but, in truth, it is the 
prevalency of fuch principles of religion and virtue^ 
which forms the ftrength and glory of a nation. 
When thefe are totally wanting, no meafurcs con- 
trived by human wifdpm can fiipply the defeft. In 
proportion as they prevail, they raife the ftate of fo- 
ciety from that fad degeneracy into which it is at 
prefent funk, and carry it forward, under the blef- 
fing of Heaven, towards that happy period, when 
nation Jhall not lift up their /word againfi nation^ nor 
learn war any more. 

In order to prove the importance of religious 
knowledge to the intereft of fociety, one confidera- 
tion more, deferving particular attention, remains 
to be mentioned. It is, that if good fenfe be not 
fown in the field, tares will infallibly fpring upi 
The propenfion towards religion is ftrong in the 
human heart. There is a natural preparation in 
our minds, for receiving fome impreffions of fupcr^ 
natural belief. Upon thefe, among ignorant and 
uncultivated men, fuperftition or enthufiafm never 
fail to grrft tbemfelves. Into what monftrou? 
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forms thefe have {hot forth^ and what variousmifchiefii 
they have produced to fociety, is too well known. 
Nor is this the whole of the danger. Defigninc 
men are always ready to take advantage of clus 
popular weakne(s, and to dire6l the fuperftitious 
bia& of the multitude to their own ambitious and 
interefted ends. Superftition, in itfelf a formidaUe 
evil, threatens confequences flill more formidable, 
when it is rendered the tool of defign and craft. 
Hence arifes one of the mod powerful arguments 
for propagating with zeal, as far as our influence 
can extend, the pure and undefiled dodrines of the 
Gofpel of Chrift ; in order that juft and rational 
principles of religion may fill up that room in the 
minds of men, which dangerous fanaticifm will 
otherwife ufurp. 

. This Gonfideration alone is fufficient to (how the 
high utility of the defign undertaken by the Society 
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge. With great 
propr iety, they have bellowed their chief attention 
on a remote quarterr of our country, where, from a 
variety of caufes, ignonince and fuperftition bad 
gained more ground, than in any other comer of 
i;he land ; where the inhabitants, .by their local 
fituation, were more imperfeftly fupplied -by the 
means of proper education and inftruSioii ; and at 
the fame time expofed to the fedudions .of fuch as 
fought to pervert them from the truth. The laud- 
able endeavours of this Society, in diffufifig re* 
ligious and ufeful knowledge through this part of 
the country, have already been crowned with much 
fuecefs ; and more is ftill to be expe6led from the 
continuance of their pious and well direfled atten- 
tion. 

With fuch good defigns, it becomes all to cooper. 
ate,who arc lovers of mankinxl. Thuslball theyfliowr 
their juft fenfe of the value of that bluffing which 
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. they enjoy, in the knowledge of the Gofpel of Chrift ; 
and their gratitude to Heaven for conferring it upon 
them. Thus (hall they make the bleffings of thofe 
who are now ready to perijh through lack of knowU 
edge, defcend upon their heads. Thus (hall they 
contribute their endeavours for bringing forward 
that happy period foretold by ancient prophecy ; 
when there JfCill te one Lord over all the earth, and 
his name one ; when that namejhalt he grtaijrom the 
rijing to the Jetting fun ; when there Jhall he nothing 
to hurt nor dtjlroy in all the holy mountain of God ; 
hut judgment Jhall dwell in the wildernefs, and rights 
oufnefs remain in the fruitful field ; the defertfhall 
rejoice, and blojfom as the roje ; and the earth Jhall be 

full of the Knowledge oj the Lord as thi waters cover 
thefeaj^ 

* Zech* xiv. 9. Malachiy I. ii« Ifaiahi xxxii. i6. xuev. i. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the True HoNotrft of MaW- 

PROVERBS, iv. 8. 



Exalt her, and Jhe Jhall prdmote thee ; Jhe Jhdtl hYmg 
thee to honour. 



1 HE love of honour is one of the ftrongefl: 
paflions in the human heart. It {hews itfelf in our 
earlieft years ;,and is coeval with the firft exertions 
of reafon. It accompanies us through all the ftages 
of fubfequent life ; and in private ftations difcovers 
itfelf no iefs than in the higher ranks of fociety. In 
their ideas of what conftitutes honour, men greatly 
vary, and often grofsly err. But of fomewhat 
which they conceive to form preeminence and dif- 
tin6tion, all are defirous. All wifh, by fome means 
or other, to acquire refpeft from thofe among whom 
they live ; and to contempt and difgrace, none are 
infenGble« 

Among the advantages which attend religion and 
virtue, the honour which they confer on man is 
frequently mentioned in fcripture as one of the 
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thoft confiderablc. Wifdom is tht principal things 
fays Solomon in the |>a0age where the text lies, 
thcrtforc get wifdom ; and with all thy getting, get 
underJlaHding. Exatt her, and Jke ^all promote 
thee ; Jhe Jkatl bring thee to honour, when thou doji 
fmbrace her. She Jhallgiveto thine head an orna^ 
ment oj grace ; a crown of glory Jhall Jhe deliver to 
thee. It is evident that ttiroughout all the facred 
Writings, and particularly in the book of Proverbs, 
by wifdom is to be uiiderftood a principle of religion 
pVoducing virtuous eondu£l. The fear of the Lord 
is faid to be the beginning of wifdom : And by this 
fear df the Lord rnen are faid to depart from evil ; . 
to walk in tht way of good men, and to keep the path 
of the righteous*. Man is then regulated by the 
wifdom which is from above, when he i« formed by 
piety to the duties olf virtue and morality ; and of 
the wifdom which produces this eflpeft, it is aflerted 
in the text, that itbringeth us to honour^ 

On this recommendation of religion it is the more 
iieceffary to fix our atteiitioh, becaufe it h often re- 
fufed to it by men of the world. Their liotions of 
honour are apt to run in a very different channeL 
Wherever religion is mentioned, they conned with 
it ideas oi melancholy and dcjeflion, or of meaii 
and fefeble fpirits. They perhaps admit it may bd 
lifeful to the multitude, as a principle of reftraint 
frofii diforders and crimes ; and that to perfons of 
a peculiar turn of mind, it may afford cohfolatioii 
tinder the difti^effes of life. But from the aftive 
fcenes of t^e world, and from thofe vigorous exer- 
tions which difplay to advantage the human abili- 
ties, they incline totally to exclude it. It may 
footh the timid or the fad : But they confider it as 
Having no Corine£libri wilh what is proper to raife 
tnen to honour and diftinCtion. I Ihall tio^ cn- 
deavbur to remove this reproach frOm religion i 

• Prov, ii. ao. ^nd 
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and to {hew that io every fitccatioir csf human li£^ 
even in the highefl ftatioos^ it forms the honour^ a$ 
well as the happinefs of man. 

But firft^ let us be careful to afcertain what true 
religion is« I admit that there is a certain fpecies 
of religion^ (if we fian give it that name) which has^ 
no claim to fuch high diftind;ion ; when it is placed 
wholly in fpeculation and belief^ in the regularity 
of external homage, or in fiery zeal about contefled 
opinions. From a fuperftidon inherent in the hu« 
man rnind^ the religion of the multitude has always 
been tindured with too much of this fpirit. They 
ferve God as they would ferve a proud mafter, wha 
may be flattered by their proftations, appeafed by 
their gifts, and gained by loud proteftations of* at^ 
tachment tohisinterefts^ and of enmity to all whom 
they fuppofe to be his foes. But this is not thai 
wifdom to which Solomon afcribes, in the text, fuch 
high prerogatives. It is not the religion which we 
preach, nor the religion of Chrift. That religion 
confifts in the love of God and the love of man-^ 
grounded on faith in the Lord Jefus Chrifl, the 
great Redeemer of the.world^the IntercefTorfor the 
penitent, and the Patron of the virtuous ; through 
whom we enjoy comfortable accefs to the Sovereign 
of the univerfe in the aSs of worfhip and devotion. 
It confiils in juftice, humanity, and mercy ; in a 
fair and candid mind, a generous and affe6Uonate 
heart ; accompanied with temperance, felf govern- 
ment, and a perpetual regard in all our a£lions to 
confcience» and to the law of God. A religious^ 
and a thoroughhr virtuous chara£);er^ therefore^ I 
confider as the fame. 

By the true honour of man is to be underllood, 
not what merely commands external refpeO:, but 
what commands the rtfpcGt of the heart ; what raifes 
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one to acknowledged eminence above others of the 
fame fpecies ; what always creates efteem, and in 
its higheft degree produces veneration. The.quef^. 
tion now before us is^ from what jcaufe this emi^ 
nence arifes ? By what means is it to be attained ? 

I SAY, firft, from riches it does not arife. Thefe, 
we all know, may belong to the vilefl: of mankind. 
Providence has fcattered them among the crowd 
with an undiftinguifliing hand, as of purpofe to 
Ihew oi what fmall account they are in the fight of 
God. Experience every day proves that the pof- 
fefiion of them is confident with the moft general 
contempt. On this point therefore I conceive it 
not neceflary to infiQ; any longer. 

Neither does the honour of man arife from 
mere dignity of rank or office. Were fuch diftinc- 
tions always, or even generally, obtained in confe- 
quence of uncommon merit, they would indeed 
confer honour on the charader. But, in the pre*, 
fent ftate of fociety, it is too well known that this is 
not the cafe. They are often the confcquence of 
birth alone. They are fometimes the fruit of mere 
dependence and affiduity. They may be the re- 
eompence of flattery, verfatility, and intrigue ; and 
fo be conjoined with meannefs and bafenefs of cha- 
rafter. To perfons graced with noble birth, or 
placed in high ftations, much external honour is 
due. This is what the fubordination of fociety ne- 
ceiFarily requires ; and what every good member of 
it will cheerfully yield. But how often has it hap^ 
pened that* fuch perfons, when externally refpe£led, 
are, neverthelefs, defpifed by men in their hearts ; 
nay, fometimes execrated by the public? Their eU 
evation, if they have been unworthy of it, is fo far 
from pj'ocuring them true honour, that it only rend^ 
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ers their infignificance, perhaps their infamy^ more 
confpicuous. By drawing attention to their con- 
duGt, it difcovers in the moft glaring light how little 
they deferved the ftation which they poifefs* 

I lyiusT next obferve, that the proper honour of 
man arifes not from fome of thofe fplendid a&ions 
and abilities which excite high admiration. Cour-: 
age and prowefs, military renown, fignal viQories 
^nd conquefts, may render the name of a man fa« 
xnous, without rendering his charafter truly hon- 
ourable. To many brave men, to many heroes re- 
nowned in ftory, we look up with wonder. Their 
exploits are recorded. Their praifes are fung. 
They Hand as on an eminence above the reft of 
mankind. Their eminence, neverthelefs, may not 
be of that fort before which we bow with inward 
efteem and refpeCl. Something more is wanted 
for that purpofe, than the conquering arm, and the 
intrepid mind. The laurels of the warrior mufl at 
all times be dyed in blood, and bedewed with the 
tears of the widow and the orphan. But if they 
have been ftained by rapine and inhumanity ; if 
fordid avarice has marked his charafter; or low and 
grofs^ fenfuality has degraded his life ; the great hero 
finks into a little man. What at a diftance, or on 
a fuperficial view, we admire, becomes mean, per- 
haps odious, when we examine it more clofely. It 
is like the Colaffal ftatue,whofe immenfe fize (Iruck 
the fpedlator afar off with aftoniChmcnt ; but when 
nearly viewed, it appeals difproportioned,unftiape- 
ly, and rude. 

Obfervations of (he fame kind may be applied to 
al) the reputation derived from civil accomplifh- 
inents ; from the refined politics of the flatefman ; 
pr the literary efforts of genius and erudition. 
Tbefe beftow, and, within certain bounds, ought to 
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)ie(lpw» fni|i^n(pe ^nd diftipdion on meq. They 
difcov^ talents which in themfelves are fbining $ 
and which become highly valuable^ when employed 
in advancing the good of mankind. Hence, they 
frequently give rife to fame^ J^ut a diftin^ion is 
to be made between fame and true honour. The 
former is a loud and noify applaufe : the latter, a 
more filent and internal homage : Fame floats on 
the breath of the multitude. Honour reds on the 
judgment of the thinking. Fame may give praife 
while it withholds efteem : True honour implies 
elleem mingled with refpeft. The one regards 
particular diftinguiflied talents i the other looks up 
to the whole charader. Hence the ftatefman, the 
orator, or the poet, may be famous ; while yet the 
man himfelf is far from being honoured. We envy 
his abilities. We wifh to rival them. But we 
would not chufe to be clafled with him who poflelT- 
ed them. Inftances of this fort are too often found 
in every record of ancient or modern hiftory. 

From all this it follows, that in order to , difcern 
wh^re man's true honour lies, we mud look, not to. 
any adventitious circumftance of . fortune ; not to 
any fingle fparkiing quality ; but to the whole of 
what forms a man ; what intitles him, as fuch, to 
rank high among that clafs of beings to which be 
belongs ; in a word, we mull look to the mind and 

the foul. A mind fuperior to fear, to felfifh in- 

tereft and corruption ; a mind governed by the prin. 
ciples of uniform redlitude and integrity; the fame 
in profperity and adverfity ; which no bribe can 
feduce, nor terror overawe ; neither by pleafure 
melted into effeminacy, nor by diftrefs funk into 
dejedion ; fuch is the mind which forms the diflinc- 

tion. and eminence of men. One, who in no fiu 

nation of life is either afhamed or afraid of dif^ 
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charging his duty, and aQing his proper part with 
firmnefs and conftancy ; true to the God whom he 
wor(hips, and true to the faith in which he profefles 
to believe ; full of affedion to his brethren of tnan« 
kind ; faithful to his friends^ generous to his ene« 
mies^ warm with compaffion to the unfortunate ^ 
felf denying to little private interefts and"^pleafures, 
but zealous for public intereft and happinefs ; mag. 
nanimpus, without being proud ; humble, without 
being mean ; juft, without being harfh ; fimple in 
his manners, bi|t 'manly in his feelings ; on whofe 
word yqii can entirely, rely j whofe countenance 
xieyer deceives you ; whofe profefljions of kindnef$ 
are the effufions of his heart : one, in fine, whom, 
independent of any views of advantage, you would 
chufe for a fuperior, 'could truft in as a friend, and 
could love as a brother :- — This is the man, whom 
in your heart, above all others, you do, you muft! 
honour. * • 

Such a charaOter, impcrfeftly as it has now been 
!Glrawn,airmuft acknowledge to be formed folely by 
the influence of fteady religion and virtue. It h 
(he efFeQ: of principles which, operating on con- 
icience, determine it uniformly to purfue wA<z{/o^t;tfr 
things arc true, whatfotver things arc honeji^ whaU 
Jocver things arc jujt^ whatjvcvcr things are fure, 
tohaifotver things arc lovely ywhatfocvcr things arc of 
good re forty if there he any virtue^ and if there be any 
praife* By thefe means, wifdom, as the text afferts, 
bringeth us to honour. 

In copfirmation of this doSrine it is to be ob« 

ferved, that the honour which man acquires by re-. 

ligion and virtue is more independent, and more; 

complete, than what can be acquired by any othet 

^ ' • ?"?2(ns., 

• Philip, iv. S. 
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fiie<aiis« It is indlependent of any thing foreign or 
czten^d. It is not partial, bat entire refpe£i which 
it procures. Wherever fortune is concerned, it is 
the ftation or rank which cominands our deference. 
Where fome ihining quality attra&s admiration, it 
is only to a part of the chara&er that we pay hom«- 
^e. But when a perfon is diftinguiflied for emi- 
nent worth and goodnefs, it is the man, the whole 
man, whom we refpefi. The honour which he 
pofli^es is intrinfic. Place him in any fituation of 
life, even an crf^fcure one ; let room only be given 
for his virtues to come forth and Ihow themfelves, 
and you will revere him $ as a private citizen ; or as 
|he father of a family* If in higher life he appear 
more illuftrious, this is not owing merely to the re- 
fped created by rank. It is, becaufe there a nobler 
fphere of adion is opened to him; becaufe hia 
virtues are brought forth into more extended ex- 
ertion ; and placed in^fuch confpicuous view, that 
he appears to grace and adorn the ilation which h^ 
fills. Even in the filence of retirement, or in the 
retreat of old age, fuch a man finks not into forgot^ 
ten obfcurity. His remembered virtues continue 
to be honoured^ when their a&ive exertions are 
over ; and to the lail ftage of life he is followed by 
public efteem and refpefi. Whereas, if genuine 
worth be wanting, the applaufe which may have at- 
tended a man for a while, by degrees dies away. 
Though, for a part of his life, he had dazzled the 
wrorld, this was owing to his deficiency in the eflen- 
tial qualities having not been fufpe£led. As foon as 
the impofture is difcovered, the falling liar finks in 
darknefs. — There is therefore a ftandard of inde- 
pendent, intrinfic worth, to which we mufl; bring in 
^he end whatever claims to be honourable among 
|ii^|i. By this we muit meafure it ; and it will al^ 
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ways be found, tl^t. nothing bu^ what is.ifieottai to 
man has power to cooitnand ^he refpe& of maa's 
heart. 

It is to be further obferved, that the univerfal 
. confent of mankind in honouring real virtue, is bxf^ 
ficient to fhew what the genuine fen (exif human na« 
ture is on this fubje£l. AU other claims of^bonour 
are ambulatory and changeable. The degrees of 
Tefpe£l paid to external ftations vary with forms 
of government, and. falhions. of the times. Qu0Ji. 
ties which in one country are highly honoured^ ia 
another are lightly efteemesd; Nay, what in fome 
regions of the earth diflinguiflies a man above.otheKs^ 
might elfewhere expofe him to contempt or ridi-* 
cule. But where was ever the nation on the faa? 
of the ^l6be, who did not honour unbleraifhed 
worth, unaiFe6ied piety, ftedfaft, humane, and reg. 
ular virtue ? To whom were altars ere£):ed. in the 
Heathen world, but to thofe whom their merits and 
heroic labours, by their invention of ufeful arts, or 
by fome fignal a^s of beneficence to their country, 
or to mankind^ were found worthy, in their opinion, 
to be transferred from among men, and added to the 

number of the gods ? Even the counterfeited 

appearances of virtue, which are fo often found ia 
the world, are teflimonies to its praife. The hyp- 
ocrite knows that, without afiuming the garb of 
virtue, every other advantage he can pofle^, is in- 
fufficient to procure him efteem. Interference of 
intereft, or perverfity of difpofition, may occafionaU 
ly lead individuals to oppofe, even to hate, the up- 
right and the good. But however the charaQers 
of fuch perfoiis may be miftaken or mifreprefentcd, 
yet, as far as they are acknowledged to be virtuous, 
the proflagate dare not traduce them. Genuine 
virtue has a language that fpeaks to every heart 
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throughout the world. It is a language which is un- 
derftbod by alL In every region, every clime, the 
homage paid to it is the &me. In no one iientimeoc 
were ever mankind more generally agreed. 

Finally, the honour acquired by religion and 
virtue is honour divine and immortal. It is hon- 
our, hot in th« eftimation of men only, but in th<^ 
fight o£ God ; whofe judgment is the ftandard of- 
truth and right ; whofe approbation confers a crowtL 
of glory thatfadeth not away. All the. honour we 
can gain among men is limited and confined* Its 
circle is narrow. Its duration is fliort and tranfi- 
tory. But. the honour which is founded on true 
goodnefs, accompanies us through the whole pro- 
grefs of our exiftence. It enters with man into a 
future ilate ; and continues to brighten throughout 
eternal ages. What procured him refpeft on earth, 
fhall render him eftimable among the great aflfem* 
biy of angels, znd fpirits o/jujl men made ptrfeH ; 
where, we are afltired they who have been eminent 
in righteoufnefs (hall Jhine as the brighinefs of the 
firmament^ and as the fiars for ever and ever* — 
Earthly honours are both (hort lived in their con- 
tinuance, and while they laft, tarnifhed with fpots 
and ftains. On fome quarter or other, their bright- 
nefs is obfcured ; their exaltation is humbled. But 
the honour which proceeds from God, and virtue, 
IS unmixed and pure. It h a luftre which is deriv- 
ed from heaven ; and is likened, in fcripture, to the 
light of the mornings when the fun rifeth ; even a 
morning without clouds ; to the tight which fhineth 
more and more unto the ptrfeB day A Whereas the 
honours which the world confers refemble the fee- 
ble 
# Daniel, xii. 3. fa Sayi zxii. 4. Prov. iv. iS* 
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ble and twinkling flame of a taper ; which is often 
clouded by the fmoke it fends forth ; is always 
wafting, and foon dies totally away. < 

Let him, therefore, who retains any fenfeof hu« 
man dignity ; who feels within him that delire of 
honour which is congenial to man, afpire to the 
gratification of this paffion by methods which are 
worthy xA his nature. Let him not reft on any of 
thofe external diftindions which vanity has contriv- 
ed to introduce. Thefe can procure him no more 
than the femblance of refped. Let him be not 
flattered by the applaufe which fome occafional 
difplay of abilities may have gained him. That ap- 
plaufe may be mingled with contempt. Let him 
look to what will dignify his chara6ler as a man. 
Let him cultivate thofe moral qualities which all 
men in their hearts rcfpeft. Wifdom ftiall then give 
to his head an ornament of grace^ a crown oj glory 
Jhalljke deliver to him. This is an honour to which 
all may afpire. It is a prize, for which every one, 
whether of high or low rank, may contend. It 
is always in his power fo to diftinguifh iiimfelf 
by worthy and virtuous conduft, as to command 
the refpeft of thofe around him ; and what is 
higheft of all, to obtain praife and honour from 
God. 

Let no one imagine that in the religious part of 
this chara6ler there is any thing which cafts over it 
a gloomy fliade, or derogates from that efteem 
which men are generally difpofed to yield to ex^ 
cmplary virtues. Falfe ideas may be entertained 
of religion • as falfe and imperfeO; conceptions of 
virtue have often prevailed in the world. But to 
true religion there belongs no fuUen gloom ; no 
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melancholy aafterity^ tending to withdraw men from 
human fociety, or to diminim the exertions of a&ire 
virtue. On the contrary^ the religious principle^ 
rightly underftood, not only unites with all fuch 
virtues, but fupports, fortifies, and confirms them. 
It is fo far from obfcuring the luftre of a chara&er^ 
that it heightens and enobles it. It adds to all the 
moral virtues a venerable and authoritative dignity* 
It renders the virtuous charafler more auguft. To 
the decorations of a palace, it joins the majefty of a 
temple. 

He who divides religion from virtue, underftands 
neither the one nor the other. It is the union of 
the two, which confummates the human chara&er 
and date. It is their union which has diftinguifhed 
thofe great and illuftrious men, who have (hone 
with fo much honour in former ages ; and whofe 
memory lives in the remembrance oJF fucceeding 
generations. It is their union which forms that 
wifdom which is from above ; that wifdom to which 
the textafcribes fuch high effeds; and to which be. 
longs the fublime encomium given of it by an au« 
thor of one of the apocryphal books of Scripture ; 
with whofe beautiful and emphatical expreffions I 
conclude this difcourfe. The memorial of virtue is 
immortaL It is known with God^ and with men. 
When it is prefent, men take example at it ; and when 
it is gone, they dejire it. It weareth a crown, and 
triumpheth for ever ; having gotten the viBory^Jlriih- 
ing/or unaefiled rewards. Wi/dom is the breath of 
the power of God ; and a pure influence flowing from 
the glory of the Almighty. Therefore can no defiled 
thing fall into her. She is the brightnefs of the ever^ 
lofting light ; the unfpotted mirror of the power of 
God ; and the image of his goodnefs. Remaining in 

herfcl/, 
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ierftlf, Jhe mhKeth att things nitb ; and in all ages, 
entering into holy fouls, Jhe makelh them friends oj 
God, and prophets : For God toteth none but hint' that 
dweiUih with wifdom. She is iHo'^ebedutifUlthan 
the fan ; and above all the order of'thefldrs. Being 
compared with light,fhe is found before it.* 

• Wifl3oirt of Solohaoi), iv. 2,3, — vii. %S9 itf; *7> ^^9 ^9* 
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SERMON X. 

Oil SElNSliltlTY. 

r6m ANS, xii. 15, 

Rejoice with them that do rejoice^ and weep with them 
that we€p. 



1 H E amiaHc fpirit of our holy rclfgu 
foti appears in nothitfg hiore than in the care it 
hath taken to enforce oh men the fodal duties of 
Hfe. This is one of the cleareft charaflteriftics of 
its b^hg a religion whbfe oHgn is divine : Fou 
every doflrine which ptoceeds from the Father of 
mercies will undoubtedly breathe benevolence and 
hnnaanity. This is th^ fcopc of the two exhorta- 
tions in the text, to tejaice with them that rejoice, 
and to weep with theffi that weep ; the one calculatcjd 
to promote the happinefs, the other to aUeviate the 
iforrows of our fellbw creatures ; both concurring to 
form* that temper^ which intereflls us in the concerns 
of our brethren ; whidh dJfpofes u« to feel along 
With them, to tafct part in their ji>y«, arid in their 
forrows. This t^mp^t is known by the name of 
Sehfibiyty ; a i^vd, which in. ihc^dern times we^ 
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hear in the tnouth of every one ; a quality which 
every one affe£ls to poflefs ; in itfelf a mod: amiable 
ajid worthy difpofttion of tmnd, but often miftaken 
and abufed ; employed as a cover, fometimes, to a 
capricious humour ; fometimes, to felfilh palfionsi. 
I fliall endeavour to explain the nature of true fen. 
Ability . I (hall confider its effeds ; and after ibew* 
ing its advantages^ (hall point out the abufes and 
miftaken forms of this virtue. 

The original con(Htution of our nature with 
refped to the mixture of felfi(h and focial affedions, 
difcovers in this, as in every x>ther partof ourframe^ 
profound and admirable wifdom. Each individual 
is, by his Creator, committed particularly to him- 
felf, and his own care. He has it more in his power 
to promote his own welfare, than any other perfon 
can polfibly have to promote it. It was therefore 
fit, it was neceffary, that in each individual felf love 
ihould be the ftrongeft and moft a&ive inftind. 
This felf love, if he had been a being who ftood 
iblitary and alone, might have proved fufficient for 
the purpofe both of his prefervation and his welfare. 
But fuch is not the (ituation of man. He is mix-^ 
ed among multitudes of the fame nature. In thefe 
multitudes, the felf love of one man, or atten-- 
tibn to his particular intereft, encountering the felf 
love and the interefts of another, could not but pro- ~ 
duce frequent oppofition, and innumerable mif- 
dhiefs. It. was neceflary, therefore, to provide a 
counterbalance to this part of his nature ; which is 
accordingly done by implanting in him thofe focial 
and benevolent inftin^ which lead him in (bme 
meafure out of himfelf, to follow the intereft €£ 
others. The (trengtb of thefe focial inft}n£):s is, in 
general, proportioned to their im^rtance in human 
jke. Hence that degree 0( feafihility which prompts 
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us to weep with them that weep, is ftroirger than that 
which prompts us ta rejoice with them that rejoice • 
for this reafon, that the unhappy ilan^l more in need 
of our fellow feeling and aflSftance than the prof^ 
perous. Still, however, it was requifite, that in 
each individual the quantity of felf love fbould re« 
main in a large proportion, on account of its im* 
portance to the preservation of his life and well be?- 
ing. But as the quantity requifite for this purpofe 
is apt both to engrofs his attention, and to carry him 
into criminal exceffes, the perfeClion of his nature i^ 
meafured by the due counterpoife of thofe focial 
prinpipks which, tempering the force of the felfilh 
affe£iion, render man equally ufeful to himfelf, and . 
to thofe with whom he is joined in fociety. Hence 
the ufe and the value oi that fenfibility of which we 
now treat. 

That it conftitutes an effential part of a religious 
charafter, there can be no doubt* Not only are 
the words of the text exprefs to this purpofe, but 
the whole New Teftament abounds with paffage* 
which enjoin the cultivation of this difpolation. Be- 
ing all one body, and memhrs one 0/ another, we are 
commanded to loveour neighbour ai our/elf ; to look 
every man not on his own things only, but on thofe of 
others alfo ; to he pitiful, to be courteous, to be tender 
hearted ; to bear one another* s burdens, andfo i^oJuU 
fil the law of Chrijl.^ The difpofitions oppofite to 
fenfibility are cruelty, bardnefs of heart, contrafted 
attachment to worldly interefts ; which evety one 
will admit to be direftly oppofite to the Chriftian 
cbara6ler. According to the difiFerent degrees of 
conftitutional warmth in mep^s afieftions, fenfibility 
may, even among the virtuous, prevail in different 

proportions. 
• Luke, X. 27. Phih ii. 4* » Peter, lii. t. Eph. iv. i^. Gal* ▼*». at. 
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proportions. For all derive not from nature the 
fame happy delicacy, and tendernefs of feeling. With 
fome, the heart melts, and relents, in kind emotions, 
much more eafily than vrith others. But with 
every one who afpires to the chara6ler of a good 
man, it is neceffary that the humane and compaf- 
fionate difpofitions fhould be found. There muft 
be that within him which fliall form him to feel in 
fome degree with the heart of a brother ; and when 
he beholds others enjoying happinefs, or fees them 
funk in forrow, (hall bring his afFeftions to accord, 
and, if we may fpeak fo, ta found a note unifon to 
theirs. This is to rcjoUt with them that rejoice^ and 
to weep with them that weep. How much this tem- 
per belongs to the perfeftion of our nature^ we learn 
from one who exhibited that perfeftion in its higheft 
degree. When our Lord Jefus, on a certain occa- 
fion, came to the grave of a beloved friend, and 
faw his relations mourning around it, he prefently 
.caught the imprcflion of their forrow ; he groaned in 
Jpirit and was troubled. He knew that he was about 
to remove the caufe of their diftrefs, by recalling 
Lazarus to life : Yet, in the moment of grief, his 
heart fympathifed with theirs ; and,^ together with 
the weeping friends, Jefus wept.^ 

Let us next proceed to confider the efFeft of this 
vtrtuous fenfibility on our charafter, and our ftate. 
I fhall confider it in two views ; its influence on 
our moral conduft, and its influence on our happi- 
nefs. 

First, it powerfully infl'uenccs the proper dif- 
charge of all the relative and focial duties of life. 
Without fome difcharge of thofe duties there could 
be no comfort or fecurity in human fociety. Men 
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would become hords of favages, perpetually haraf: 
fing one another. Ill oiie way or other, therefore, 
the great duties of focial life muft be performed. 
There muft be among mankind fome reciprocal ddr- 
operation and aid. In this, all confent. Bii!t let us 
obferve, that thefe duties may be performed from 
diflFerent prihciples, arid in difFererit ways. Some- 
times they are performed merely from decency and 
regard to charaCler" ; fotlietimes from fear, and even 
.from felfifhnefs, which obliges men to fhew kind- 
hefs, in order that they may receive returns^ of it. 
In fuch cafes, the exterior of fair behavioor may be 
preferved. But all will admit, that when from con-, 
ftraint only, the offices of feeining kindnefsr are per- 
formed, little dependance can be placed on them, 
and little value allowed to them. 

By others, thefe offices are difchargedfolely from 
a principle of duty. They are men of cold aflPec- 
tions, and perhaps of an interefted cl«ira£ler. But, 
overawed by a fenfe of religion, and convinced that 
they are bound to be beneficent, they fulfil the 
courfe of relative duties with regular tenor. Such 
men aft frfSm confcience and principle. So far they 
do well, and are worthy of praife. They alfift their 
friends ; they give to the poor ; they do juftice to 
all. But what a different compliexion is grVen to 
the fame aftions, how much higher flavour do they 
acquire, when they flow from the fenfibiljity of a( 
feeling heart ? If one be not moved by affeftion, 
even fuppofing him influenced by principle, he 
will go no farther than ftrift principle appears to 
require. He will advance flowly, and reluftantly. 
As it is juftice, not generofity, which tmpels him, 
he will often feel a:§ a taflc what he is required fey 
confcience to perform. Whereas, to him who is 
prompted by virtuous fenfibility, every office oi 
ber^eficencc and humanity is a pkafai*e. Bfe gives. 

La affifts. 
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affifts, and relieves, not merely b'ecaufc he is bound 
to do fo, but becaufe it would be painful for him 
to refrain. Hence, the fmalleft benefit he confers 
rxfes in its value, on account of its carrying the af- 
fe£lion of the giver imprefTed upon the gift. It 
fpeaks his heart ; and the difcovery of the heart is 
very frequently of greater confequence than all that 
liberality can beftow. How often will the aflFe£lion- 
ate fmile of approbation gladden the humble, and 
raife the dejefted ? How often will the look of tender 
fympathy, or the tear that involuntarily falls, impart 
confolation to the unhappy ? By means of this cor- 
refpondence of hearts, all the great duties which we 
owe to one another ar« both performed to more ad- 
vantage, and endeared in the performance. From 
true fcnfibility flow a thoufand good offices, ap- 
parently fmall in themfelves, but of high importance 
to the felicity of others ; offices which altogether ef- 
cape the obfervation of the cold and unfeeling, who 
by the hardnefs of their manner, render themfelves 
unamiable, even when they mean to do good. How 
happy then would it be for mankind, if this afFec 
tionate difpofition prevailed more generally in the 
world ! How much would the fum of public virtue 
and public felicity be increafed, if men were always 
inclined to rejoice with them that rejoice, and to weep 
with them that weep ! 

But, befides the effeft of fuch a temper on general 
virtue and happinefs, let us confider its effeft on the 
happinefs of him who poffeffes it, and the various 
pleafures to which it gives him accefs. If he be 
mafter of riches or influence, it affords him the 
means of increafing his own enjoyment, by reliev- 
ing the wants, or increafing the comforts, of others. 
If he command not thcfe advantages, yet all the 
comforts, which he fees in the pofleffion of the de- 
fiwrving^ become in fome r6rt his^ by his rejoicing in 
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the good which they enjoy. Even the face of na- 
ture yields a fatisfai^ion t€i him which the infenfiUe 
can never know. The profufion of goodnefs which 
he hefablds poured forth on the univerfe^ dilates his 
heart with the thought that innumerable multitudes 
around him are bleft and happy. When he fees 
the labours of men appearing to profper, and views' 
a country flouriffiing m wealth and mduftry • when 
he beholds the ff>ring coming forth^ in its beauty^ 
and reviving. the decayed face of nature ; or in au- 
tumn beholds the fields loaded with plenty, and 
the year crowned with all its fruits ; he lifts his af- 
feSions with gratitude to the great Father of all^ 
and rejoices in the general felicity and joy» 

It may indeed be objeSed, that the fame fenfi. 
bility lays open the heart to be pierced with many 
wounds from the diftreffes which abound in- thtf 
world ; expofes us to frequent fuflFering from the 
participation which it communicates, of the forrows^ 
as well as of the joys of friendfhip. But let it be 
confidered^ that the tender melancholy of fympathy 
is accompanied with a fenfation, which they who 
feel it would not exchange for the gratifications of 
the felfifh. When the heart is ftrongly moved by 
any of the kind afieftions, even when it pours it- 
felf forth in virtuous forrow, a fecrct attraftive charm 
mingles with the painful emotion; there is a joy in 
the midft ' of grief. Let it be farther confidered, 
that the griefs which fenfibility introduces are coun- 
terbalanced by pleafures which flow from the fame 
fource. Senfibility heightens in general the human 
powers, and is connefted with acutenefs in all our 
feelings. If it makes us more alive to fome pain- 
ful fenfations, in return it renders the pleafing ones 
more vivid and animated. The felfifh man lan- 
guiChes in his narrow circle of pleafures. They 
L3 are 
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are confined to what affe£ls his own intereft. He is 
obliged tq n^peat the fame gratifications, till they 
become in fipid. But the than of virtuous fenfibility 
moves in 4 wider fpherc of felicity. His powers 
are much more frequently c^^Ued forth into occupa- 
tions of pleafing aCJivity. Numberlefs occafions 
open to him, of indulging his favourite tafte, by 
conveying f^tisfaflion to others. Often it is in hjs 
power, in one way or other, to footh the afl3i6led 
lieart ; to carry fome confolation into the houfe qf 
woe. In the fcenes of ordinary life, in the donief-- 
tic and focial intercourfcs of men, the cordiality of 
his afi^eQjons cheers ^nd gladdens him. Every ap- 
pearance, every defcription of innocent happinefs, 
i? Jenjoyed by him. Every native expreffion of 
kindi^efs aqd afFe£tton among others is felt by him^ 
even though be be not the objeft of it. Among a 
circle of friends, enjoying one another, he i§ as hap- 
py as the bappieft. In a lyord, he lives in a diflFer- 
ent fort of \jrorld from what the felfifli man inhabits. 
He poflTeffes a new fenfe which enables him to be- 
Jiold obje6ls >yhich the felfifli cannot fee. At the 
faipe tiipe, h;s enjoyments are not of that jcind which 
remain merely on the furface of the mind. They 
penetrate tl^e hpart. They enlarge and lelevate, 
they refine and ennoble it. To all the pleafing 
emotions of afi^e&ion, they add the dignified con- 
icioufnefs pf yirtue.-»;:-Cbildren of Men ! Men form- 
ed by riature to live and to feel as brethren ! How 
long will ye continue to eftrange yourfelves from one 
another ]by competitions and jealoufies, when ia 
pordial unipn ye might be To much more bleft ? 
How long lyill ye feek youy happinefs in felfifh grat- 
ifications alone, neglefting thofe purer an4 better 
foprccs pf joy, whiqh flow from the afi^e6lipns ancj 
f!^S lieart. • 

Having 
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Having noi^ explained the nature and (howa 
the value and high advantages of true fenfibility, I 
proceed to point out fome of the miftaken forms, 
and abufes of this virtue. — In modem times^ the 
chief improvement of which we have to boaft^ is a 
fenfe of humanity. This, notwithftanding this fel- 
fifhnefs that Hill prevails, is the favourite and dif- 
tinguifhing virtue of the age. On general man- 
ners, and on feveral departments of fociety, it has 
had conliderable influence. It has abated thefpirit 
of perfecution : It has even tempered the horrors of 
war ; and man is now more aihamed than he was 
in fome former ages of a£ling as a favage to man. 
Hence^ fenfibility is become fo reputable a quality, 
that the appearance of it is frequently aflumed when 
the reality is wanting. Softnefs of manners muft 
not be.miftaken for true fenfibility. Senfibility in- 
deed tends to produce gentlenefs in behaviour ; and 
when fuch behaviour flows from native aff*e£lion, it 
is valuable and amiable. But the exterior manner 
alone may be learned in the fchool of the world ; 
and often, too often is found to cover much unfeel- 
ing hardnefs of heart. Profeffions of feYifibility on 
every trifling occafion, joined with the appearance 
of exceflive foftnefs, and a profufion of fentimental 
language, affbrds always much ground for diftruft. 
They create the fufpicion of a ftudied charafter. 
Frequently under a negligent and feemingly rough 
manner, there lies a tender and feeling heart. Man- 
linefs and fenfibility are fo far from being incom- 
patible, that the truly brave are for the moft part 
generous and humane ; while the foft and effemin- 
ate are hardly capable of any vigorous exertion of 
affeClion. 

As fenfibility fuppofes delicacy of feeling with 
refpedl to others, they who alfe6l the higheft fenfi. 
L4 bility 
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fcility are'apt to carry this delicacy to excefs. They 
are, perhaps, not incapable of the warmth of difin- 
tereftcd friendfliip ; but they are become fo refined 
in all their fenfations ; they entertain fuch high no- 
tions df what ought to correfpond in the feelings of 
others to their own ; they are fo mightily hurt by 
€very thing which comes not up to their ideal (land- 
ard of reciprocal affeftion, as to produce difquiet 
and uneafinefs^ to all with whom they are conneft- 
cd. Hence, unjuft fufpicidns of their friends ; 
hence, groundlels upbraidings, and complaints of 
unkindnefs ; hence, a pronenefs to take violent of- 
fence at trifles. In confequence of examining their 
friends with a microfcopic eye, what to an ordinary 
jobferver would not be unplealing, to them is grat- 
ing and dirgulling. At the bottom of the charac 
ter of fuch perfons there always lies much pride, and 
attention to themfelves^ This i« indeed a falfc 
fpecies of fcnfibility. It is the fubftitution of a 
.capricious and irritable delicacy, in the room of that 
plain arid native tcndernefs of heart, which prompts 
inen to view others with an indulgent eye, and to 
make great allowances for the imperfeftions which 
arefonactimes adhereiit to.the moft ainiable ^ualiti^. 

There are others .who affefil not fenfibility to 
■this extreme, but who found high claims to them- 
felves upon the degree of intercft which they take 
in the concerns of others. Although their fenfibil- 
ity can produce no benefit to the perfon who is 
its objeft, they always conceive that it intitles them- 
felves to fome profitable returns. Thefe, often, 
are perfons of refined and artful charafter ; who 
partly deceive the.mfelves, and partly employ 
their fenfibility as a cover to intereft. He 
who a6ls from genuine afFeQion, when he is 
jfeeling along with others in their joys or forrows, 
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thinks not of any recompenfe to which this gives 
him a title. He follows the impulfe of his heart. 
He obeys the diftates of his nature ; juft as the vine 
by its nature produces fruit, and the fountain pours 
forth its ftreams. Wherever views of'inte reft, and 
profpefts of return, mingle with the feelings of af- 
feflion, fenfibility afts an imperfeft part, and en- 
ilitles us to fraall {hare of praife. 

But fuppofing it to be both complete and pure, 
I muft caution you againft reftiog the whole merit 
of your charafter'on fenfibility alone. It is indeed 
a happy conftitution of mind. It fits men for the 
proper difcharge of many duties, and gives thera 
accefs to many virtuous pleafures. It is requifite 
for our acceptance either with God or man. At 
the fame time, if it remain an inftinftive feeling 
alone, it will form no more than an imperfeft cha- 
rafter. Complete virtue is of a more exalted and 
dignified nature. It fuppofes fenfibility, good tem- 
per, and benevolent affeftions ; it includes them as 
effential parts ; but it reaches farther : It fuppofes 
them to be ftrengthened and confirmed by princi- 
ple ; it requires them to be fupported by juftice, 
temperance, fortitude, and all thofe other virtues 
which enable us to aft with propriety in the trying 
^tualions of life. 

It is very poffible for a man to poffef^ the iind 
affeftions in a high degree, while at the fame time 
he is carried away by paflion and »pleafure into 
many criminal deeds. Almoft cvcxy man values 
hirafclf on poffeffing virtue in one or other of ixs 
forms. He wifhes to lay claim to fome quality 
which will render him ineftimable in his own eye, 
as well as in that ^f the public. Hence it is com- 
mon for many,' efpecially for thofe in the higher 
fclaJTes of life^ to take much praife to themfelves oa 
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account of their fenfibility, though it be, in truth, 
a ftnfibility of a very defc6live kind. They relent 
at the view of mifery when it is ftrongly fet before 
them. Often too, affe£led chiefly by the powers 
of defcription, it is at feigned and ^iftured diftrefs, 
more than at real mifery, that they relent. The 
tears which they ftied upon, thefe occafions they 
confider as undoubted proofs of virtue. They ap- 
plaud themfelves for the goodnefs of their hearts ; 
and conclude, that with fuch feelings they cannot 
fail to be agreeable to Heaven. At the fame time, 
thefe tranfient relentings make flight impreflion on 
condufl:. They give rife to few, if any good deeds ; 
and foon after fuch perfons have wept at fome trag- 
ical tale, they are ready to ftretch forth the hand 
of oppreflion, to grafp at the gain of injuftice, or 
to plunge into the torrent of criminal pleafures. 
This fort of fenfibility affords no more than a fal- 
lacious claim to virtue, and gives men no ground 
to think highly of themfelves. We muft inquire 
not merely how they feel, but how their feelings 
prompt them to aft, in order to afcertain their real 
charafter. 

I SHALL conclude with obferving, that fenfibili- 
ty when genuine and pure, has a ftrong connexion 
with piety. That warmth of afi^eftion and tender- 
nefs of heart, which lead men to feel for their 
brethren, and to enter into their joys and forrows, 
fliould naturally difpofe them to melt at the re*- 
membrance of the divine goodnefs ; to glow with 
admiration of the divine Majefty ; to fend up the 
voice of praife and adoration to that Supreme Be- 
ing who makes his creatures happy. He who pre- 
tends to great fenfibility towards men, and yet has 
no feeling for the high objefts of religion, no heart 
to admire and adore the great Father of the univerfe, 

has 
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has reafon to diftruft the truth and delicacy of his 
fenfibility. He has reafon to fufpef):, that in fome 
comer of his heart there lodges a fecret depravity, 
an unnatural hardnefs and calloufnefs, which viti- 
ates his charafter.— Let us ftudy to join all the 
parts of virtue in proper union ; to be confiftently 
and uniformly good ; juft and upright, as well as 
pitiful and courteous ; pious, as well as fympathif- 
ing. Let us pray to him who made the 
heart, that he would fill it with all proper difpofi- 
tions ; reftify all its errors ; and render it the hap- 
py abode of perfonal integrity and focial tendemefs, 
of purity, benevolence^ and devotion. 
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On the iMPRDVEKfRNT of TlME^ 

1 • . . 

GENESIS, xlvii. 8. 

And Pharaoh /aid unto Jacob, How old art thou ? 

X IME IS of fo great importance to mankind 
that it cannot too often employ religious meditation. 
There is nothing in the management of which wif- 
dom is more requifite, or where mankind difplay 
their inconfiftency more. In its particular parcels, 
they appear entirely carelefs of it ;. and throw it 
away with thoughtlefs profufioD. But, when col- 
lefted into fome of its great portions, and viewed a& 
the meafure 6f their continuance in life, they be- 
come fenfible of its value, and begin to regard it 
with aferious eye. While day after day ii wafted 
ill a courfe of idlenefs or vicious pleafures, if fonae 
incident fliall occur which leads the mod inconiiddi;^ 
ate man to think of his age, or time of life ; how 
much of it is gone ; at what period of it he is now 
arrived ; and to what proportion of it he can with 
any probability look forward, as yet to come ; he 
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can hardly avoid feeling fome fecret «>nipun3rion^ 
and Tcflcfting ferioufly upon his ftate. Happy, if 
that virtuous imprcflion were not of momentary 
t:ontinuance» but retained its influence amidft the 
fucceeding cares and pleafures of the world I To 
the good old patriarch mentioned in the text, n^e 
have reafon lo believe that fuch itnpreffions ivere 
habitual. The queftion put to him by the Egyp- 
tian monarch produced, in bis anfvtrer, fuch reflec* 
tions as were naturally fuited to his time of l]fe« 
Ani Jacob f aid unto Pharaoh^ the days of the years of 
my pHgrimage are dn hundred and thirty years : few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life hen^ 
4indhave not attained unto the, days of the year4 of the 
life of my fathers^ in the days of their pilgrimage. 
But the peculiar circumftances of the Patriarch, -or 
the number of his years, are not to be the fubjeA 
of our prefent confideration. My purpofe is to 
fhow how we fhould be aflFefled in every period 'dF 
buman life, by refleftion upon our age, whether we 
"be young or advanced in years ; in order that the 
t}ueftion. How old art thou ? may never be put to 
any of us without fome good effeft. There arc 
three different portions of our life which fuch a 
tjueftion naturally calls to view ; that part of it which 
is pafl ; that which is now prefent • and that to 
which we fondly look forward, as future. Let -us 
confider in what manner we ought to be affe£led bf 
attending to each of thefe. 

I. Let us review that part of our time which is 
paft. According to the progrefs which we ha^^c 
made in the journey of life, the field which paft 
years prefent ko our review will be more or lefs ex- 
tenfive. Butvto ev^ry one they will be found to 
afford fufficient matter of humiliation and regret. 
For where is the perfon, who having aded for any 
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time in the worlds remembers not many errors, and 
many follies in his pad behaviour ? Who dares Co 
fay, that he has improved, as he might have done, 
the various advantages which were afforded him ; 
and that he recals nothing for Which he has reafon 
either to grieve, or to blu(h ? When we recolle£l 
^he feveral ftages of life through which we have paff-« 
ed ; the fucceffive occupations in which we have 
been engaged, the deiigns we have formed, and the 
hopes and fears which alternately have filled our 
bread ; how barren for molt part is the remembrance; 
and how few traces of any thing valuable or impor* 
tant remain ? Like chara£lers drawn on the fand, 
which the next wave walhes totally away, fo one 
trivial fucceffion of events has effaced the memory 
of the preceding ; and though we have feemed aU 
along to be bufy, yet for much of what we have aft- 
ejd, we arc neither wifer nor better than if fuch ac- 
tions had never been. Hence, let the retrofpefl of 
what is pad produce, as its fird effe6l, humiliation 
in our own eyes, and abatement before God. Much 
do human pride and felf complacency require fome 
corredion ; and that corre&ion is never more effec^ 
tually adminidered, than by an impartial and feri* 
ous review of former life. 

But though pad time be gone, we are not to con. 
fider it as irredeemably lod. To a very profitable 
purpofe it may yet be applied, if we lay hold of it 
while it remains in remembrance, and oblige it to 
contribute to future improvement. If you have 
gained nothing more by the years that are pad, you 
have at lead gained experience ; and experience is 
the mother of wifdom. You have feen the weak 
parts of your charafler ; and may have difcovered 
the chief fources of your mifconduft. To thefe 
let your attention be dire6led ; on thefe, let the 
proper guards be fct. If you have trifled long, 
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refolve to trifle no more. If your paflions have 
often betrayed and degraded you, ftudy how they 
may be kept, in future, under better difcipline. 
Leani, at the fame time, never to truft prefumptu- 
oufly in your own wifdom. Hurhbly apply to the 
Author of your being, and befeech his grace to 
guide you fafely through thofc flippery and dang* 
erous paths, in which experience has fhown thai 
you are fo ready to err, and to fall. 

In reviewing paft life, it cannot but occur, that 
many things now appear of inconiiderable import- 
ance, which once occupied and attached us, in the 
higheft degree. Where are thofe keen competi- 
tions, thofe mortifying difappointments, thofe vio- 
lent enmities, thofe eager purfuits, which we once 
thought were to laft for ever, and on which we con« 
fidered our whole happinefs or mifery as fufpended ? 
We look back upon them now, as upon a dream 
which has pafled away. None of thofe mighty 
confequences have followed which we had predift- 
ed. The airy fabric has vanilhed, and left no trace 
behind it. We fmile at our former violence ; and 
wonder how fuch things could have ever appeared 
fo fignificant and great. We may reft affured, that 
what' hath been (hall again be. , When Time (hall 
once have laid his lenient hand on the paflions and 
purfuits of the prefent moment, they too fliall lofc 
that imaginary value which heated fancy now be^ 
flows upon them. Hence, let them already begin 
to fubfide to their proper level. Let wifdom in^ 
fufe a tinfture of moderation into the eagernefs of 
conteft, by anticipating, that period of coolnefsj 
which the lapfe of time will, of itfelf, certainly bring, 

When we look back on years that ar^ paft, 

how fwiftly do they appear to have fleeted away ? 
How infenfibly has one period of life ftolen upon 
XLS. after another,, like the fucceflive incidents in 
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tale that is told ? Before we were aware, childhood 
had grown up into youth ;, youth had paffed into 
manhood ; and manhood now, perhaps, begins Xo 
aflume the grey hair, and to decline into old age. 
When we are carrying our views forward, months 
and years to come feem to flretch through a long 
and exteniive fpace. But when the time (hall ar- 
rive of our looking back^they (hall appear contra^, 
cd within narrow bounds. Time, when yet before 
us, feems to advance with flow. and tardy fteps ; no 
fooner is it pad, than we difcern its wings. 

It is a remarkable peculiarity in the retrofpeA of 
former life, that it is commonly attended with forae 
roeafure of heavincfs of heart. Even to the moft 
profperous, the memory of joys that are pad is ac- 
companied with fecret forrow. In the days of 
former years, many objefts arife to view, which 
make the moft unthinking, grave • and render the 
ferious, fad. The pleafurable fcenes of youth^ the 
objefts on which our affe6lion$ had been early plac* 
ed, the companions and friends- with whom we had 
fpent many happy days^ even the places and the 
occupations to which we had been long accuftomed^ 
but to which we have now bid farewel, can hardly 
ever be recalled, without foftening, nor, fometimes^ 
without piercing, the heart. Such fenfations^ to 
which few, if any, of my bearers,, are wholly Jlrang- 
ers, I now mention, as affording a ftrong proof of 
that vanity of the human ftate, which is fo often rc- 
prefented in the facred writings : And vain indeed 
muft that (late be, where fliades of grief tinge the 
recolleftion of its brighteft fcenes. But, at the 
fame time, though it be very proper that fuch med- 
itations (hould fometimes enter the mind, yet on 
them I advife not the gentle and tender heart to 
dwell too long. They are apt to produce a fruit- 
lefs melancholy ; to dejeft^ without bringing much 
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improvement ; to thicken the gloom which already 
hangs over human life, without furniftiing propor- 
tionable aiCftance to virtue* 

Lei me advife you, rather to recal to view, fuch 
parts of former condufl:, if any fuch there be, as af- 
ford in the remembrance a rational fatisfaftion^ 
And what parts of conduft are thefe ? Are they 
the purfuits of fenfual pleafure> the riots of jollity^ 
or the difplays of {how and vanity ? No ; I appeal 
to your hearts, my friends, if what you recolleft 
with moft pleafure be not the innocent, the virtu- 
ous, the honourable parts of your paft life ; when 
you were employed in cultivating your mrnds, and 
improving them with ufeful knowledge ; when, by 
regular application and perfevering labour, yoa 
wefe laying the foundation of future reputation and 
advancement j when you were occupied in difcharg-r 
ing with fidelity the duties of your llation, and ac- 
quiring the eftcem of the worthy and the good ; 
wheUy in fome trying fituatioUy you were enabled 
to a6i your part with firmnefs and honour ; or had 
feized the happy opportunity of aflifting the de- 
ferv ing, of relieving the diftreffed, and bringing down 
upon your heads the bUjJings of thofe that wcj-e ready 
to pcrijb. — Thefe, thefe are the .parts of former life 
which are recalled with moft fatisfaflion I On them 
alone, no heavinefs of heart attends. You enjoy 
them as a treafure which is now ftored up, and put 
beyond all danger of being loft. Thefe cheer the 
hours of fadnefs, lighten the burden of old age, and, 
through the mortifying remembrance of much of 
the paft, dart a ray of light and joy. — From the re- 
view of thefe, and the comparifon of them with the 
deceitful pleafures of fin, let us learn how to form our 
eftimate of happinefs. Let us learn what is true, what 
is f^lfe, in human pleafures ; and from experience of 
the paft, judge of the quarter to which we muft ia 
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future turn, if we would lay a foundation for per- 
manent fatisfaftion. After having thus reviewed 
the former years of our life, let us confidcr, 

IL What attention is due to that period of age 
in which we are at prefent placed. Here lies the 
imndediate and principal obje£l of our concern. 
For the recolle6lion of the paft is only as far of mo- 
ment, as it a£ls upon the prefent. The paft, to us 
now, is little ; the future, as yet, is nothing. Bc-r 
tween thefe two great gulphs of time fubfifts the 
prefent, as an ffthmus or bridge, along which we 
are all paffing. With hafty and inconfiderate ftcps 
let us not pafs along it ; but remember well, how 
much depends upon our holding a Ready, and pro- 
perly COndufted courfe. Whatfotvtr tkine hand 
Jindeth to do, do it now with all thy might ; for now 
is the accepted time ; now is the day oj falvation. 
Many direftions might be given for the wife and 
religious improvement of the prefent; a few of 
which only I fliall hint. 

Let us begin with excluding thofe ftrperfluous 
avocations which unprofitably confume it. Life is 
fhort ; much that is of real importance remains to 
be done. If we fuflFer the prefent time to be waft- 
ed either in abfolute idlenefs or in frivolous em- 
ployments, it will hereafter call for vengeance a- 
gainft us. Removing therefore what is^ merely fu- 
perfluous, let us bethink ourfelves of what is moff 
material to be attended to at prefent : As, firft and 
chief, the great work of our falvation ; the difcharge 
of the religious duties which we owe to God out 
Creator, and to Chrift our Redeemer. God wail^ 
tth as yet to he gracious ; whether he will wait longer 
none of us can tell. Now, therefore, feek the Lord 
while he may he founds call upon him while he is near. 
Our fpiritual intercfts will be beft promoted bj' 
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regular performance of all the duties of ordinary 
life. Let thefe, therefore, occupy a great Chare of 
th^ prefent hour. Whatever our age, our charac-* 
ter, our profeffion, or ftation in the world, requires 
us to do, in that let each revolving day find us bufy. 
Never delay till tomorrow, what reafon arid con- 
fcience tell you ought to be performed to day. To- 
morrow is not yours ; and though you fhould live 
to enjoy it, you mud not overload it with a burden 
not its own. Sufficient for the day will prove the 
duty thereof. 

The oblervance of order and method, is of high 
confequence for the improvement of prefent 
time. He who performs every employment in its 
due place and feafon, fufFers no part of time to ef- 
cape without profit. He multiplies his days j for 
he lives much in little fpace. Whereas he who 
neglcfts order in the arrangement of his occupa- 
tions, is always lofing the prefent in returning upon 
the paft, and trying, in vain, to recover it when 
gone. — Let me advife you frequently to make the 
prefent employment of time an objeft of thought* 
Alk yourfelves, about what are you now bufied ? 
What is the ultimate fcope of your prefent purfuits 
and cares ? Can you juftify them to yourfelves ? 
Are they likely to produce any thing that will fur- 
vive the moment, and bring forth fomc fruit iot 
futurity ? He who can give no fatisfaftory anfwef 
to fuch queftions as thefe, has reafon to fufpeS 
that his employment of the prefent is not tending 
either to his advantage, or his honour.— —Finally^ 
let me aclmonilh you, that while you ftudy to im- 
prove, you fliould endeavour alfo to enjoy, the 
prefent hour. Let it not be difturbed with ground-* 
lefs difcontents, or poifoned with foolifli anxieties 
about what is to come : But look up to Heaven, 
and acknowledge, with a grateful heart, the afilual 
bleffings you enjoy. If you muft admit, that yott 
M z arc 
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are now in health, peace, and fafcty ; without any 
particular or uncommon evils to afflift your con- 
dition ; what more can you reafonably look for in 
this vain and uncertain world ?/ How little can the 
greateft prbfperity add to fuch a ftate ? Will any 
future fituation ever make you happy, if now, with 
fo few caufes of grief, you imagine yourfelves mif^ 
crable ? The evil lies in the ftate of your mind, not 
in your condition of fortune ; and by no alteration 
of circumtlances is likely to be remedied. Let us 



III. Consider with what difpofitions we oughr 
to look forward to thofe years of our life that nlay 
yet be to come. Merely to look forward to them,, 
is what requires no admonition. Futurity is the 
great objedlon which the imaginations of men are 
employed ; for the fake of which the paft is forgot- 
ten, and the prefent too often neglefled. All time 
is in a manner fwallowed up by it. On futurity 
men build their defigns ; on futurity they reft their 
hopes ; and though not happy at the prefent, they 
always reckon on becoming fo, at fome fubfequent 
period of their lives. This propenfity to look for- 
ward, was for wife purpofes implanted in the hu- 
man breaft. It ferves to give proper occupation 
to the aSive powers of the mind^ and to quicken all 
its exertions. But it is too often immoderately in- 
dulged and grofsly abufed. The curiofity which 
fometimes prompts perfons to inquire, by unlawful 
methods, into what is to com€, is equally foolifli 
and finful. Let us reftrain all defire of penetrat- 
ing farther than is allowed us, into that dark and 
unknown region. Futurity belongs to God : and 
happy for us is that myfterious veil with which his 
wifdom has covered it. Were it in our power to 
lift up the veil, and to behold what it conceals^ 
aiapy and many a thorn we fhould plant in our 

l^eafts.. 



Digitized 



by Google 



j6£RM. XI. On the Improvement of Time. '489 

breafls. The proper and rational condu£l of men 
with regard to futurity, is regulated by two confid- 
erations : Firft, that much of what it contains, mud 
remain to us abfolutely unknown ; nextj that there 
are alfo fome events i« it which may be certainly 
known and forefeen. 

Firft, much of futurity is, and muft be, entirely 
junknown to us. When we fpeculate about the con^ 
^inuance of our life, and the events which are to fill 
it, we behold a river which is always flowing ; but 
-which foon efcapes out of our fight;, ^nd is covered 
with mifts and darknefs« Some of its windings we 
♦may endeavour to trace ; but it is only for a very ftiort 
-way that we are able to purfue them. In endlefs 
.conjedlures we ijuickly find ourfelves bewildered 5 
and, often^ the next event that happens, baffles all 
the reafonings we had formed concerning the fuc- 
jceffion rf events. The confequence which follows 
from this is^ that all the anxiety about futurity, 
which pafTes the bounds of reafonabk precaution^ 
is unprofitable and vain. Certaii^ meal^iires are in- 
deed neceffary to be taken for our fafety. We are 
not to rufli forward inconfider^tie and headlong. 
We muft make, as far as we are able, provifion for 
future welfare ; and guard againft dangers which 
apparentlv threaten. But having done this, we muft 
flop ; ana leave the reft to him who difpofeth of 
futurity at his will. He who Jiiteth in the heavens 
laughs at the wifdom and the plans of worldly men. 
Wherefore, boaji not thyfelf of tomorrow ; for thou 
knowefl not what a day may bring forth. For the 
fame reafon, defpair not of tomorrow ; for it may 
bring forth good as well as evil. Vex not your- 
fclves with imaginary fears. The impending black 
cloud, to which you look up with fo much dread^ 
may pafs by harmlefs ; or though it ftiould difcharge 
the ftorm, yet, before it breaks, you may be lodged 
^n that lowly manfion which no ftorms ever touch, 
M3 In 
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In the next place, there are in futurity fome events 
which may be certainly forefeen by us, through all 
its darknefs. Firft, it may be confidently prediS* 
ed, that no fituation into which it will bring us, 
fliall ever anfwer fully to our hopes, or confer per- 
fe6l happincfs. This is as certain as if we already 
faw it, that life, in its future periods, will continue 
to be what it has heretofore been ; that it will be a 
mixed and varied (late ; a checquered fcene of plea-, 
fures and pains, of fugitive joys and tranfient griefs, 
fucceeding in a round to one another. Whether 
we look forward to the years of youth, or to thofe 
of manhood and advanced life, it is all the fame. 
The world will be to us, what it has been to gen- 
er,3tions paft. Set out, therefore, on what remains 
of your journey under this perfuafion. According 
to this meafure, eftimate your future pleafures ; 
and calculate your future gains. Carry always a- 
long with you a niodeft and temperate mind. Let 
not your expeflations from the years that are to 
come rife too high ; and your difappointments will 
be fewer, and more eafily fupported. 

Farther; this may be reckoned upon as certain, 
that in every future fituation of life, a good con- 
fcience, a well ordered mind, and a humble trull 
in the favour of Heav«n, will prove the effential 
ingredients of your happinefs. In rcfleSing upon 
the paft, you have found this to hold. Affure 
yourfelves that in future, the cafe will be the fame. 
The principal correftives of human vanity and dif- 
trefs, muft be foifght for in religion and virtue. 
Entering on paths which to you are new and un^ 
Icnown, place yourfelves under the conduft of a di- 
vine guide. Follow the great Shepherd of I/rael, 
who, amidft the turmoil of this world, leads his 
flock into green paftures^ and by the Jlill waters. 
As you advance in life, fludy to improve, both in 
good principles, and ip good praflice. You will 
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be enabled to look to futurity without fear, if, what- 
ever it brings, it Ihall find you regularly employed 
in doing jujlly^ loving mercy ^ and walking humbly with 
the Lord your God. 

Laftly, Whatever other things may be dubious 
in futurity, two great events are undoubtedly cer- 
tain, death and judgment. Thefe, we all know, 
are to terminate the whole courfe of time ; and we 
know them to be not only certain, but to be ap« 
proaching nearer to us, in confequence of every day 
that paffes over our heads. To thefe, therefore, 
let us look forward, not with the dread of children, 
but with that manly ferioufnefs which belo;igs to 
men and Chriftians. Let us not avert our view 
from them, as if we could place them at fome 
greater diftance by excluding them from our 
thoughts. This indeed is the refuge of too many ; 
but it is the refuge of fools, who aggravate thereby 
the terrors^they muft encounter. For he that com^ 
elhijhall come^ and will not tarry. To his coming, 
let us look with a Ready eye ; and as life advances 
through its progreffive ftages, prepare for its clofe, 
and for appearing before him who made ys. 

Thus I havefendeavoured to point out the re^ 
fleftions proper to be made, when the queftion is 
put to any of us. How old art thou ? I have fliown 
with what eye we fhould review the paft years of our 
life ; in what light we fiiould confider the prefent ; 
and with what difpofitions look forward to the fu- 
ture : Iri order that fuch a queftion may always 
leave fome ferious impreflion behind it ; and may 
difpofe usfo to number the years of our life, that we 
piay apply our hearts unto^ wifdom. 
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t CORINTHIANS, xiii. ii. 



9^Wben I became a man^Ipuiaway:ChildiJh things. 

JlO every things fays the wife man, there is a 
Jeajon ; and a time to every purpofe under^ heaven* 
As there are duties which belong to particular fitu- 
ations of fortune, fo there arc duties alfo which re- 
iult from particular periods of human life. In every 
. period of it, indeed, that comprehenfive rule takes 
place. Fear God, and keep his commandments ; for 
this is the whole duty of man.i[ Piety to God, and 
charity to men, are incumbent upon pcrfons of ev- 
ery age, as foon as they can think and aft. Yet 
ihefe virtues, in diGFerent ftages of life, affume dif- 
ferent forms ; and when they appear in that form 
which is mod fuited to our age, they appear with 
peculiar gracefulnefs ; they give propriety to con- 
duft, and add dignity to charafter. In former dif- 
courles I have treated of the virtues which adorn 
youth, and of the duties which fpecially belong to 
ipld age+. The circle of thofe duties which refpeflt 
niiddle age is indeed much larger. As that is the 
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J)ufy period in the life of man ; it includes in efFeQs 
the whole compafs of religion, and therefore cannot 
have its peculiar charafter fo definitely marked and 
afcertained. At the fame time, during thofe years 
wherein one is fenfible that he has advanced beyond 
the confines of youth, but has not yet paffed into 
.the region of old age, there are feveral things which 
refleSion on that portion of human life fuggells, or 
at leaft ought to fuggeft, to the mind. Inconfider- 
ate muft he be, who, in his gradual progrefs through- 
out middle age, paufes not, at times, to think, how 

ar he is now receding from youth ; how near he 
draws to the borders of declining age ; what part it 
4s now incumbent on him to aO; ; what duties both 
God and the world have a title to expeft from him* 

To thefe I am at prefent to call your attention ; as 
what materially concern the greateft part of thofe 
;f\rho a;re now my hearers* 

I. I BEGIN with obferving, that the firft duty of 
ihofe who are become men is, as the text expreffes 
it, to put away childijh things. The feafon of 
youthful levities, follies, and paffions, is now over.. 
Thefe have had their reign ; a reign perhaps too 
long ; and to which a termination is certainly proper 
at laft. Much indulgence is due to youth. Many 
things admit of excufe then, which afterwards be- 
come unpardonable. Some things may even be 
graceful in youth, which, if not criminal, are at leaft 
ridiculous, in perfons of maturer years. It is a 
great trial of wifdom, to make our retreat from 
youth with propriety ; to affume the charafter of 
fnanhood, without expofing ourfelves to reproach, 
by an unfeafonable remainder of juvenility, on the 
one hand, or by precife and difgulting formality, oji 
the other. Nature has placed certain boundaries, 
by which fhe difcriminates the pleafures, adions, 
And employments, that are fuited to the different 
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fiages of human life. It becomes us, neither to over- 
leap tbofe boundaries by a tranfitian too hafty and 
violent ; nor to hover too long on one fide of the 
limits when nature calls us to pafs over to the other. 

There are particularly two things in which mid- 
dle age Ihould preferve its di(lin6lion and fepara. 
tion from youth ; thefe are, levities of behaviour, 
and intemperate indulgence of pleafure. The gay 
fpirits of the young often prompt an inconfi derate 
degree of levity, fometimes amufing, fometimes of- 
fenfive ; but for which, though betraying them oc- 
. cafionally into ferious dangers^ thefr want of ex- 
perience may plead excufe. A more compofedand 
manly behaviour is expe^ed in riper years* The 
affe3;ation of youthful vanities degrades the dignity 
of manhood ; even renders its manners lefs agreea- 
ble ; and by awkward attempts to pleafe, produces 
contempt. Cheerfulnefs is becoming in every ag€. 
But the propfer cheerfulnefs of a man is as different 
from the levity of the boy, as the flight of the eagle 
is from the fluttering of a fparrow in the air. 

As all unfeafonable returns to the levity of youth 
ought to be laid afide — an admonition which e^ 
qually belongs to both the fexes — ftill more are we 
to guard again ft thofe intemperate indulgencies of 
pleafure, to which the young are unhappily prone. 
From thefe we cannot too foon retreat. They open 
the path to ruin, in every period of our days. As 
long, however, as thefe excefles are confined to the 
firft ftage of life, hope is left, that when this fever of 
the fpirits fliall abate, Cbbriety may gain the afcend- 
ant, and wifer counfels have power to influence 
condu6l. But after the feafon of youth is paft, if 
its intemperate fpirit remain ; if, inftead of liftening 
to the calls of honour, and bending attention to the 
cares and the bufinefs of men, the fame courfe of 
idlenefs and fenfuality continue to be purfued, the 
cafe becornes more defperate. A fad prefumptiga 
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arifes, that long immaturity is to prevail ; and that 
the pleafures and paflions of the youth are to (ink 
and overwhelm the man. Difficulty I confefs, it 
may prove to overcome the attachments which youth- 
ful habits had for a long while been forming. Hard^ 
at the beginning, is the tafk, to impofe on our con. 
du£l re ft rain ts which are altogether unaccuftomed 
and new. But this is a trial which every one muft 
undergo^ in entering on new fcenes d[ aflion, and 
new periods of life. Let thofe who are in this fitu- 
ation bethink themfelves, that all i^ now at ftake« 
Their chara£ler and honour, their ! future fortune 
and fuccels in the world,^ depend in a great meafure 
on the fteps they take, when firfl; they appear on 
the ftage of zGtivc life. The world then looks to 
them with an obferving eye. It ftudics their be- 
haviour; and interprets all their motions, as prefages 
of the line of future condud which they mean to 
hold. Now, therefore, put away childijh things ; 
difmifs your former trifling amufements, and youth- 
ful pleafures ; blaft not the hopes which your 
friends are willing to conceive of you. Higher oc- 
cupations, more ferious cares, await you. Turn 
, your mind to the fteady and vigorous difcharge of 
the part you are called to a£l. This leads me, 

II. To point out the particular duties which 
open to thole who are in the middle period of life- 
They are now come forward to that field of aftion 
where they are to mix in all the ilir and buftle of 
the world ; where all the human powers are brought 
forth into full exercife ; where all that is conceived 
to be important in human affairs is inceffantly go- 
ing on around them. The time of youth was the 
preparation for future aftion. In old age our ac- 
tive part -is fuppofed to be finifhed, and reft is per- 
mitted. Middle age is the feafon when we are ex-r- 
pciSed to difplay the fruits which education ha4 
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prepared and ripened. In this worlds all of us 
were formed to be affiftants to one another. The 
wants of fociety call for every man's labo^r^ and 
require various departments to be filled up. They 
require that fome be appointed to rule, and others 
to obey ; fome to defend the fociety from danger^ 
^hers to maintain its internal order and peace • 
fome to provide the conveniences of life, others to 
promote the improvement of the mind ; many to 
work ; others to contrive an4 dire6^. In ihort^ 
within the fphere of fociety there is employment 
for every one ; and in the courfe of thefe employ- 
meats, many a moral duty is to be performed ; many 
a religious grace to be exercifed. No one is per- 
mitted to be a mere blank in the world. No ranl^ 
'fior ftation, no dignity of birth, nor extent of poC- 
fefiions, exempt any man from contributing his ibare 
to puWic utility and good. This Js the precept of 
God. This is the voice of nature, fhis is the 
iuft demand of the human race upot^i one another. 
One of the firft queftions, therefore, which every 
fnan who is in the vigour of his age fluould put to 
iimfelf is, ^ What am I doing in this world ? 
What have I yet done, whereby I may glorify God, 
and be ufeful to my fellows ? Do I properly fill 
tip the place which belongs to my rank and ftation ? 
Will any memorial remain of my having exifted on 
the earth? or are my days paflingfruitlefs away, now 
when I might be of fome importance in the fyftetn 

of human affairs ?" Let not any man imagine 

that he is of no importance^ and has, upon that ac- 
count, a privilege to trifle with his days at pleafure. 
Talents have been given to all ; to fome, ten ; to 
Others, Jive ; to others, two. Occupy with thefe* 
011 1 come, is the command of the great Mafter to 
all. Where fuperior abilities are poflefled, or dif- 
^nguiftied advantages of fortune are enjoyed, ^, 

widef 
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wider range is ^flForded for ufeful exertion, and the 
world is intitled to exped it. But among thofe 
who fill up the inferior departments of focietjv 
though the fphere of ufefulnefs be more contraded^ 
no one is left entirely infignificant. Let us remem- 
ber, that in all ftations and conditions the imporu 
ant relations take place, of mailers and fervants^ 
hulbands and wives, parents and children^ brothera 
and friends, citizens and fubjefls. The difcharge 
of the duties arifing from thofe various^ relations^ 
forms a great portion of the work affigned to the 
middle age of man. Though the part we have to 
a^ may be confined within a humble line, yet if it 
be honourably a6led, it will be always found to 
carry its own reward. 

^ In fine, induftry, in all its virtuous forms, ought 
to infpiritand invigorate manhood. This will add 
to it both fatisfa£Hon and dignity ;, will make the 
current of our years, as they roll, flow along ia a 
clear and equable ftream, without the putrid ftag- 
Bation of floth and idlenefs. Idlenefs is the great 
corrupter of youth ; and the bane and diflionour 
of middle age. He who, in the prime of life, finds 
time to hang heavy on his hands, may with much 
reafon fufpe£fc, that he has not confulted the duties 
which the confideration of his age impofed upon 
him ; afluredly he has not confulted his own hap* 
pinefs. But amidft all the buftle of the world,, let 
lis not forget^ 

III. To guard with vigilance againft the peculiar 
dangers which attend the period of middle life. It i$ 
much to be regretted, that in the prefent ftate at 
things there is no period of man's age in which his 
virtue is not expofed to perils. Pleafure lays it* 
fnares for youth : And after the feafon of youthful 
follies is paft, other temptations, no lefs formidable 
to virtue,. prefently arife. The Jove of pleafure i$ 
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fucreeded by the paffion for intereft. In this paHi. 
fion the whole mind is too often abforbed ; and the 
change thereby induced on the charader is of na 
amiable kind. Amidft the excefles of youth, vir. 
tuous aflpefiions often remain. The attachments of 
friendlhip, the love of honour, and the warmth of 
fenfibility, give a degree of luftre to the charader, 
and cover many a failing. But intereft, when it is 
become the ruling principle, both debafes the mind^ 
and hardens the heart. It deadens the feeling of 
every thing that is fublime or refined. It contrads 
the aflFe6lions within a narrow circle ; knd extin- 
guifhes all thofe fparks of generofity and tendernefs 
which once glowed in the bread. 

In proportion as worldly purfuits multiply, and 
competitions rife, ambition, jealoufy, and envy, 
combine with intereft to excite bad paffions, and to 
increafe the corruption of the heart. At firft, per- 
haps, it was a man's intention to advance himfelf in 
the world by none but fair and laudable methods. 
He retained forfome time an averfion to whatever 
stppeared difhonourable. But here, he is encounter- 
ed by the violence of an enemy. There, he is fup- 
planted by the addrefs of a rival. The pride of a 
fupcrior infults him. The ingratitude of a friend 
provokes him. Animofities ruffle his temper. 
Sufpicions poifon his mind. He finds, or imagines 
that he finds,t he artful and defigning furrounding him 
on every hand. He views corruption and iniquity 
prevailing ; the modeft negleded ; the forward and 
the crafty rifing to di(lin6lion. Too eafily, from 
the example of others, he learns that myftery of 
vice, called the way of the world. What he has 
learned he fancies necefTary to praftife for his own 
defence ; and of courfe afiumes that fupple and 
verfatile charafier, which he obferves to be fre- 
quent, and which often has appeared to him fuc- 
cefsfuU 
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To thefe, and many more dangers of the fame 
kind, is the man expofed who is deeply engaged m 
ad;ive life. No fmall degree of firmnefs in religi- 
ous principle, and of conftancy in virtue^ is requi- 
fite, in order to prevent his being aflimilated to <the 
fpirit of the worlds and carried away by the multU 
tude of evil doers. Let him therefore call to mind 
thofe principles which ought to fortify him againft 
fuch temptations to vice. Let him often recollcfl; 
that, whatever his ftation in life may be, he is a man; 
he is a Chriftian. Thefe are the chief charaAers 
which he has to fupport ; charafters fuperior far, 
if they be fupported with dignity, to any of the \ 
titles with which courts can decorate him; fuperior -- 
to all that can be acquired in the ftrife of a bufy * 
world* Let him think, that though it may be de- ; 
£rable to increafe his opulence, or to advance his *'^ 
rank, yet what he ought to hold inuch more facred 
is, to maintain his integrity and honour. If theie 
be forfeited, wealth or ftation will have few charms 
left. They will not be able to proteft him long 
from finking into contempt in the eye of an ob- 
ferving world. Even to his own eye he will at laft 

appear bafe and wretched. Let not the aflFairs 

of the world entirely engrofs his time and thoughts. 
From that contagious air which he breathes in the 
midft of it, let him fometimes retreat into the falu- 
tary ihade confecrated to devotion and to wifdom. 
There, converfing ferioufly with his own foul, and 
looking up to the Father of fpirits, let him ftudy to 
<:a!m thofe unquiet paflions, and to reftify thofe 
internal diforders, which intercourfe with the world 
had excited and increafed. In order to render this 
medicine of the mind more effe&ual, it will be 
highly proper, 

IV. That as we advance in the courfe of years, 
we often attend to the lapfe of time and life, and to 
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the revolutions which thefe are ever effefting. In 
this meditation, one of the fir ft refleftions which 
fhould occur is, how much we owe to that God who 
liath hitherto helped us ; who hath brought as on fo 
far in life ; hath guided us through the flippery paths 
of youth, and now enables us to flourifti in the ftrength 
of manhood. Lookba^ck, my friendvS, to thofewha 
ftarted along with y ourfelves in the race of life. Think 
how many of them have fallen around you. Ob- 
ferve how many blank fpaccs you can number in the 
catalogue of thofe who were once your companions. 
If, in the midft of fo much devaftation, you have 
been prefcrved and bleffed ; confider ferioufly what 
returns you owe to the goodnefs of Heaven. In- 
quire whether your condi;£t has correfponded to 
thefe obligations ; whether, in public and in pri- 
vate, you have honoured,, as became you, the God 
of your fathers ; and whether, amidft the unknown 
occurences that are yet before you, you have ground 
to hope for the continued proteftion of the Al- 
mighty. 

Bring to mind the various revolutions which you 
have beheld in human aflFairs, fince you became 
a£lors on this bufy theatre. Refleft on the changes 
which have taken place in men and. manners, ia 
opinions and cuftoms, in private fortunes, and in 
public conduft. By the obfervations you have 
made on thefe, and the experience you have gained, 
have you improved proportionably in wifdom ? 
Have the changes of the world which you hav<5 
witneffed, loofened all unreafoqable attachment t<x 
it ? Have they taught you this great leffon, that^ 
while Ihefajhion of the world is tv^x pnjjing away^ 
only in God and in virtue, ftability is to be found ? 
Of great ufe, amidft the whirl of the \yorld, are fuch 
paufes as thefe in life j fuch refting places of thought 
ai;id reflc£lion ; whence we can calmly and deliber- 
ately 
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ately ioc^ back 6n th^ paft^ and anticipate the fu« 
lure. 

To the future, vft arc often calling an eager cyt^ 
and fondly ftoring it, in our imagination, with manjr 
a pleafing fcene. Biit if we would look to it, like 
wife men, let it be under the perfuafion that it is 
nearly to refenjble the paft, iu bringing forward a> 
mixture of alternate hopes and fears, of griefs 
and joys. In; order to be prepared for whatever 
it may bring, let us cultivate; that manly fortitude 
of mind, which, fupported by a pious truft in God,, 
will enable' us to encounter properly the viciffitudes 
of our flate. No quality is more neceffary than 
this, to them *ho are paffing through that ftormy 
feafon of life of which we now treat. Softnefs arjdl 
effeminacy, let them leave to the young and unex- 
periencedj who are amufing tbemfelves with florid 
profpe6ls of blifs. But to thofe who are now en- 
gaged in the middle of their courfe, who are fup- 
pofed to be, well acquainted with the world, and to 
know that they have to ftruggle in it with various 
hardfiups, firmnefs, vigour, and refolution, are dif- 
pofitions more fuitable. They muft buckle on 
well this armour of the mind, if they would iffue 
forth into theconteft with any profpeftof fuccefs. — - 
While we thus ftudy to correft the errors, and to 
provide againft the dangers, which are peculiar to 
this Rage of life, let us alfo^ 

V. Lay foundation for comfort in old age. 
That is a period which all expeft and hope to fee • 
and to which, amidft the toils of the world, men 
ibmetimes look forward, not without fatisfa£lion, 
as to the period of retreat and reft. But let ihem 
not deceive tbemfelves. A joylefs and dneary fea- 
fon it will prove, if they arrive at it with an uram- 
proved, or corrupted mind. For old age, ^ fbr eve- 
nr other thing, a certain preparation is requifite;and 
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that preparation confifts chiefly in three particulars ; 
in the acquifition of knowledge, of friends, of vir^ 
toe. There is an acquifition of another kind, of 
which it is altogether needlefs for me to give anjr 
recommendation, that of riches. . But though tlm^ 
by many, will be efteemed a more material acqui- 
fition than all the three I have named, it may be 
confidently pronounced, that without thefe other 
requifites, all the wealth we can lay* up in ftore wiU 
prove infufficient for making our latter days pals- 
imoothly away. 

Firft, He who wifbes to render his old age com^ 
fortable, ihould ftudy betimes to enlarge and im* 
prove his mind ; and by thought and inquiry, by- 
reading and refleding, to acquire a tafte for ufefid 
knowledge. This will provide for him a great and 
noble entertainment, when other entertainments 
leave him. If he bring into the folitary retreat <^ 
age a vacant, uninformed mind, where no know- 
ledge dawns, where no ideas rife, which has noth« 
ing to feed upon within itfelf, many a heavy and 
comfortlefs day he muft neceflarily pafs. — Next^ 
When a man declines into the vale of years, he 
depends more on the aid of his friends, than in any 
other period of his life. Then is the time, when 
he would efpecially wiffi to find himfelf furround- 
edby fome who love and refpeGt him ; who will 
bear with his infirmities,, relieve himof hislabours, 
and cheer.him with their fociety. Let him, there- 
fore, now, in the fummer of his days, while yet ac- 
tive and fiouriihing, by a£ls of feafonable kindnefs 
and bcnefkence enfure that love, and by upright 
and honourable condufl lay foundation for that 
refpefl, which in.oId age he would.wifli to enjoy « — > 
In the laft f^ace,. Let him confider a good confct- 
crcc, peace with God, and the hope of heaven, as 
the mod eflPedual confolations he can pofTefs, when 
the evil days Jhall come^ wherein, otberwife, he is. 
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likely to fin(| little pleafure. It is not merely by 
tranfiedt zBt^ of devotibn that fuch confolations are 
to be provided. The regular tenor of a virtuous 
and pious life, fpent in the faithful difcharge of all 
the duties of our flation^.will prove the b^ft prepar* 
ation for old age^ for death, and for immortality. 

Among the meafures thus taken for the latter 
fcenes of life, let me admonifli every one not to 
forget to put his worldly affairs in order, in due 
time. This is a duty which he dWes to his charac^. 
ter, to his family, or to thofe, whoever they be, that 
are to fucceed him ; but a duty too often unwifely 
delayed, from a childifih averfion to entertain any 
thoughts of quitting the world. Let him not trufl: 
much to what he will do in his old age. Sufficient 
for that day, if he (ball live to fee it, will be the 
burden thereof. It has been remarked, that as men 
advance in years, they care lefs to think of death. 
Perhaps it occurs oftener to the thoughts of the 
young, than of the old. Feeblenefs of fpirit rend«. 
ers melancholy ideas more oppreflive ; and after 
having been fo long accuilomed and inured to the 
world, men bear worfe with any thing which re- 
minds them that they mufl foon part with it. — How- 
ever, as to part with it is the doom of all, let us 
take meafures betimes for going off the ftage, when 
it (hall be our turn to withdraw, with decency and 
propriety ; leaving nothing unfulfilled which it is 
expedient to have done before we die. To live 
long, ought not to be our favourite wifli, fo much 
as to live well. By continuing too long on earth, 
we might only live to witnefs a greater number of 
melancholy fcenes, and to expofe crurfelves to a 
wider compafs of human woe. He who has ferv- 
ed his generation faithfully in the world, has duly 
honoured God, and been beneficent and ufeful to 
mankind $ he who in his life has been refpe£led and 
N 2 beloved ; 
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beloved 5 wtofe deatliis acc^^ with the fiii- 

frere regret of all wild KneW^him, and whofie. memo- 
ry is honoured ; that man has fufficiently fulfilled 
his coiurfe^ whether it was appointed b^ Providence 
to be long or Qiort. For Honour able agfi is not thai 
which Jlandeth in length of time, nbr that which is 
meafared by number of ye^ars,; \fut wifdom is the gray 
hair to man ; and an uh/potled life is old age.* 
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SERMON XIIL 
On Death. 



ECCLESIASTES, xii. 5. 

* Mangoeth to his long homt^ and the mourners 

go about thcjlrccts. 

X HIS IS a fight which inceflantly prefents 
itfclf. Our tyts are fo much accuflomed to it, 
that it hardly makes any impreffion. Throughout 
every feafon of the year, and during the courfe of 
almoft every day, the funerals which pafs along the 
(Ireets fliow us man going to his long home. Were 
death a rare and uncommon objeft ; wcfre it only 
once in the courfe of a man's life, that he beheld one 
of his fellow creatures carried to the grave, a folemn 
awe would fill him ; he would ftop fhort in the 
midft of his pleafures ; he would even be chilled 
with fecret horror. Such impreffions, however, 
would prove unfuitable to the nature of our prefent 
ftate. When they became fo ftrqng as to render 
men unfit for the ordinary bufinefs of life, they 
woiild in a great meafiirc defeat the intention of 
our being placed in this world. It is better order- 
ed by the wifdom of Providence, that they fliould 
N3 Be 
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be weakened by the frequency of their recurrence ; 
and fo tempered by the mixture of other paffions^ 
as to allow us to go on freely in a^ng our parts on 
earth. 

Yet» familiar as death is now become^ it is un- 
doubtedly (it^ that by an event of fo important a 
nature, fome impreflion Ihould be made upon our 
minds. It ought not to pafs over^ as one of thofe 
common incidents which are beheld without con- 
cern» and awaken no refleAion. There are many 
things which the funerals of our fellow creatures are 
calculated to teach ; and happy it were for the gay 
and difl[]pated» if they would liften more frequently 
to the inftruQions or fo awful a monitor. In the 
context^ the wife man had defcribed, under a vari« 
cty of images fuited to the eaftern ftyle, the growing 
infirmities of old age, until they arrive at that pe- 
riod which concludes them all ; when, as he beauti* 
fully exprcffes it, the Jtlver cord being loofencd, and 
the golden bowl broken, the pitcher being broken at 
the fountain^ and the wheel at the cijlern^ man goeih 
to his long hcme^ and the mourners go about thejlreets^ 
In difcourfing from thefe words, it.is not my pur- 
pofe to treat, at prefent, of the inftruftions to be 
drawn from the profpeft of our own death* I am to 
confine myfelf to the death of others ; to conlider 
death as one of the moft frequent and confiderable 
events that happen in the courfe of human 2^£Fatrs ; 
and to fliow in what manner we ought to be affe£U 
cd, firft, by the death of llrangers, or indifferent 
perfons ; fecondly, by the death of friends ; and 
thirdly, by the dea^h of enemies, 

I. By the death of indifferent perfons ; if any 
can be called indifferent, to whom we are fo near- 
ly allied as brethren by nature, and brethren in 
mortality, When we obferve the funerals that p^fs 
along the ftreets^ or when w^ walk among the mon« 
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uments of death, the firft thing that naturally flrikes us 
is thQundiftinguifhing blow, with which that common 
enemy levels all. We behold a great promifcuous 
multitude all carried to the fame abode ; all lodged in 
the fame dark and filent manfions. There, mingle 
perfons of every age and chara6):er,. of every rank and 
condition in life ; the young and the old, the poor 
and the rich, the gay and grave, the renowned and 
the ignoble. A few weeks ago, mod of thofe whom 
we have feen carried to the grave, walked about as 
we do now on the earth ; enjoyed their friends, be- 
held the light of the fun, and were forming defigns 
for future days. Perhaps, it is not long fince they 
were engaged in fcencs of high feftivity. For them, 
perhaps, the cheerful company aflembleft ; and in 
the midft of the circle they (hone with gay and 
pleafing vivacity. But now — to them, all is final- 
ly clofed. To them no more (hall the feafons re- 
ctum, or the fun rife. No more fhall they hear the 
voice of mirth, or behold the face of man. They 
are fwept from the univerfe, as though they had 
never been. They are carried away as with a flood : 
^he wind has faffed over them, and they are gone. 

When we contemplate this defolation of the hu- 
man race ; this final termination of fo many hopes ; 
this filence that now reigns among thofe who, a lit- 
tle while ago, were fo bufy, or fo gay ; who can 
avoid being touched with fenfations at once awful * 
and tender ? What heart but then warms with the 
glow of humanity ? In whofe eye does not the tear 
gather, on revolving the fate of palling and fliort 
lived man ? Such fenfations are fo congenial to hu* 
man nature, that they are attended with a certain 
kind of forrowful pleafure. Even voluptuaries 
themfelves fomctimcs indulge a taftc for funereal 
melancholy. After the feftive aflembly is difmiff.. 
ed, they chufe to walk retired in the fliady grove^ 
and to contemplate the venerable fepulchres of their 
N 4 anceftors. 
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anceftors. This melancholy pleftfure arifes iroia 
two different fentiments meeting at the fame time 
in the breaft ; a fympathetic (enfe of 'the ihortnefs 
and vanity of life, and a perfuafion that fomething 
exifts after death ; fentimenb which unite at the 
view o('the houfe appointed for all living. A tomb^ 
it has been juftly laid, is a monument fitu&ted cm 
the confines of both worlds. It, at once, prefenti 
to us the termination of the inquietudes of life, and 
i^ts before us the image of eternal reft. There, in 
the elegant expreffions of Job, the roicied cea/efrom 
troubling ; and there the weary be at rejt. There the 
prifoners refi together ; they bear not the voice of the 
opprefor. The fmall and the great are there ; and 
'the fervant is free from his majltr. It is very re* 
^tnarkable, that in an languages, and among all na* 
tions, death has been defcribed in a ftyle of this 
kind ; exprefled by figures of fpeech, which convey 
every where the fame idea of reft, or fleep, or re* 
treat from the evils of, life. Such a-ftyle pcrfeftly 
agrees with the general belief of the foul's immortals 
ity ; but affuredly conveys no high idea of the 
boafted pleafures of the worlds It fhows how much 
all mankind have felt this life to be a fcene of trou^ 
ble and care ; and have agreed in opinion, that 
peife£l reft is to be expe£ied only in the grave. 

There^ fays Job, are the fmall and the great. 
There the poor man lays down at laft the burthen 
of his wearifome life. No more ftiall he groan under 
the load of poverty and ,toil. No more fhall he 
hear the infolent calls of the matter, from whom he 
received his fcanty wages. No more fliall he be 
raifed from needful flumber on his bed of ftraw» 
nor be hurried away from his homely meal, to un* 
dergo the repeated labours of the day. While his 
humble grave is preparing, and a few poor and de- 
cayed neighbours are carrying him thither, it i% 
good for us to think^ that this man too was our 

brother ; 
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brother t that for him the aged and deftitute wife, 
and the needy children, noiv- weep ; that^ neg1e£led 
as he was by the world, he poflefled perhaps both 
fi found underftanding, and a worthy heart ; and 
is now carried by angels to reft in Abraham's 
bofom.r^At no great diftance from him, the grave 
is opened to receive the rich and proud man. For, 
as it is faid with emphafis in the parable, the rich 
man alfc died, and was buried*. He alj<> died. His 
riches prevented not his fhaiing the fame fate with' 
ihe poor man ; perhaps, through luxury, they ac« 
celerated his doom. Then, indeed, the mourners 
go about the Jireets ; and while, in all the pomp 
and magni&cence of woe, his funeral is prepared, 
his heirs, in the mean time, impatient to examine 
:his will, are looking on one another with jealous 
eyes, and already beginning to quarrel about the 
divifion of his fubftance. One day, we fee car- 
ried along the coflBn of the fmiling infant • the flow-> 
.er juQ; nipped as it began to bloflom in the parents 
•view ; and the next day, we behold the young man, 
or young woman, of blooming form and promifing 
hopes, laid in an untimely grave. While the fu- 
neral is attended by a numerous, unconcerned com- 
pany, who are difcourfing to one another about 
the news of the day, or the ordinary affairs of life, 
let our thoughts rather follow to the houfe of 
mourning, and reprefent to themfelves what is go- 
ing on there. There, we ihould fee a difconfolate 
family, fitting in filent grief, thinking of the fad 
breach that is made in their little fociety, and, with 
tears in their eyes, looking to the chamber that is 
now left vacant, and to every memorial that pre- 
fcnts itfelf of their departed friend. By fuch at- 
tention to the woes of others, the felfiih hardnefs 
of our hearts will be gradually foftened, and melted 
down into humanity. 

Another 

♦ Luke, xvi, 2ii 



Digitized 



by Google 



510 On Death. Serm. Xllf. 

Another day, we follow to the grave one who, 
in old age, and after a long career of life, has in fuH 
maturity funk at laft into reft. As we are goin^ 
along to the manfion of the dead, it is natural for 
us to think, and to difcourfe, of all the changes 
which fuch a perfon has feen during the courfc rf 
his life. He has paffed, it is likely, through varie- 
ties of fortune. He has experienced profpcrity 
and adverfity. He has feen families and kindrec^ 
rife and fall. He has feen peace and war fucceed- 
ing in their turns ; the face of his country under- 
going many alterations ; and the very city in which 
he dwelt rifing, in a manner, new around him. 
After all he has heheld, bis eyes are now clofed for 
ever. He was becomhig a ftranger in the midft <^ 
a new fucccflion of men. A race who knew him 
not, had arifen to fill the earth. Thus paflfes the 
world away. Throughout all ranks and conditions, 
one generation pajfeth^ and another generation cometh; 
and this great inn is by turns evacuated, and replcn-* 

iflied by troops of fucceeding pilgrims. O vain 

and inconftant world ! O fleeting and tranfient life! 
When will the fons of men learn to think of thee 
as they ought ? When will they learn humanity 
from the affliftions of their brethren ; or modera- 
tion and wifdom, from the fenfe of their own fugi- 
tive ftatc ? But, now to come nearer to ourfelves, 

let us^ 

II. Con s t d er the death of our friends. Want 
of refleflion, or the long habits, either of a very bn- 
fy,or a very diffipated life, may have rendered men in- 
fenfible to all fuch objefts as I have now defcribed. 
The ftranger, and the unknown, fall utterly un- 
noticed at their fide. Life proceeds with them in 
its ufual train, without being effefted by events in 
which they take no perfonal concern. ' But tbedif- 
folution of thofe ties which had long bound men to- 
gether. 
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gether, in intimate and familiar union^ gives a pain. 
ful (hock to every heart. When a family, who, for 
years, had been living in comfort and peace, are 
fuddenly fhattered by fome of their mod beloved or 
refpefted members being torn from them ; when the 
hufband or the fpoufe are feparated for ever from 
the companion who, amidll every viciffitude of for~ 
tune, folaced their life ; who had fliared all their 
joys^ and participated in all their forrows ; when 
the weeping parent is folding in his arms the dying 
child whom he tenderly loved ; when he is giving 
his laft blefling, receiving the laft fond adieu, look- 
ing for the laft time on that countenance, now waft- 
ing and faded, which he had once beheld with much 
delight ; then is the time, when the heart is made 
to drink all the bitternefs of human woe. — But I 
feek not to wound your feelings by dwelling on thefc 
fad defcriptions. Let us rather turn our thoughts 
to the manner in which fuch events ought to be re- 
ceived and improved^ fince happen they muft in 
the life of man. 

Then, indeed, is the time to weep. Let not a 
falfe idea of fortitude, or miftaken conceptions of re-* 
ligious duty, be employed to reftrain the burfting 
emotion. Let the heart feek its relief, in the free 
cfFufion of juft and natural forrow. It is becoming 
in eve^-y one, to ftiow, on fuch occafions, that he 
feels, as a man ought to feel. At the fame time, 
let moderation temper the grief of a good man and a 
Chriftian. He muft not forrow like thofg who have 
no hope. As high elation of fpirits befits not the 
joys, fo continued and overwhelming dejeflion fuits 
?jot the griefs of this tranfitory world. Grief, when 
it goes beyond certain bounds, becomes unmanly ; 
when it lafts beyond a certain time, becomes un- 
feafonable. Let him not rejefl the alleviation which 
time brings to all the wounds of the heart, but fuf- 
fer exceflive grief to fubfide, by degrees, into a ten* 

der 
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cfer and aflFeftlonate remembrance. Let him con« 
fider, that it is in the power of Providence to raife 
him up other comforts in the place of thofe he has 
loft. Or, if his mind^ at prefent, reje£l the thoughts 
of fuch confolation, let it turn for relief to the prof- 
peft of a future meeting in a happier world. This 
is indeed the chief Toother of affli6lion ; the maft 
powerful balm of the bleeding heart. It affifts us 
to view death, as no more than a temporary fepara. 
tion from friends. They whom we have loved 
flill live, though not prefent to us. They are only 
removed into a different manfion in the houfe of the 
^common father. The toils of their pilgrimage are 
finiffied ; and they are gone to the land of reft and 
peace. They are gone from this dark and troubled 
world, tQ join the great affembly of the juft ; and 
to dwelLiri ihe midft of everlafting light. In due 
time we hope to be affociated with them in thefe 
blifsful habitations. Until this feafon of reunion 
arrive, no priciplc of religion difcourages our hold- 
ing correfpondence of affeftionwith them by means 
of faith and hope. 

Meanwhile, let us refpeft the virtues, and cheriSi 
the memory of the deceafed. Let their little fail- 
ings be now forgotten. Let us dwell on what was 
amiable in their charafler, imitate their worth, and 
trace their fteps. By this means, the remembrance 
of thofe whom we loved ftiall become ufeful and 
improving to us, as well as facred and dear ; ifwc 
accuftom ourfelves to confider them as ftill fpeaking, 
and exhorting us to all that is good ; if, in fitua- 
tions where our virtue is tried, we call up their re- 
fpefled idea to view, and, as placed in their pre- 
fence, think of the part which we could a£l before 
them without a blufh. 

Moreover,^ let the remembrance of the friends 
whom we have 16ft, ftrengthen our affeflion to 
thofe that remain. The narrower the circle be- 
comes 
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ibrncs of thofe we love, let us draw the clofer to- 
gether. Let the heart that has been foftencd by for- 
few, mellow into gentlenefs and kindnefs; make 
liberal allowance for the weakneiles of others ; and 
diveft itfelf of the little prejudices that may have 
formerly prepoffeffed it againft them. The greater 
hkvock^ that dfeath has made among our friends on 
earth, let us cultivate connexion more with God, 
add heaven, and virtue. Let thofe noble views 
i^hich mati's immortal charader affords, fill and 
^xalt our minds. Paffengers only through this fub-i 
Idnary region, let our thoughts often afcend to that 
divine country, which we aiie taught to confider as 
the native feat of the foul. There, we form con- 
ne£Hons that are never broken. There, we meet 
with friends who never die. Among cdeftial things,, 
there is firm and tailing conftancy, while all that is 
on earth changes and paffes away. Such are 
fome of the fruits we (hould reap from the tender 
feelings excited by the death of friends. But they 
are not gnly our friends who die. Our enemies al- 
io iiiiift go to their Jong home. Let us, therefore, 

in. Consider how we ought -to beaffcfted, 
when they, from whom fufpicions have alienated, 
or rivalry has divided us 5 they, with whom we have 
long contended, or by whom we imagine ourfelves 
to have fuffered wrong, are laid, or about to be laid, 
in the grave. How inconfiderable then appear 
thofe broils in which we had been long involved, 
thofe contefts and feuds which we thought were to 
laft for ever ? The awful moment that now termi- 
nates them, makes us feel their vanity. If there be 
a fpark of humanity left in the bread, the remem- 
brance of our common fate then awakens it. Is 
there a man, who, if he were admitted to ftand by 
the death bed of his bittereft enemy, and beheld him 
ciKluring that confli£l which human nature mud fuf- 

fer 
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ferat the hfi^ would not be inclined to flrelch forth 
the hand of friendfliip, to utter the voice of foT« 
givenefs, and to wifh for perfeft reconciliation with 
him before he left the world ? Who is there, that, 
when be beholds the remains of his adverfary de*. 
poiited in the dud, feeU not, in that moment, fome 
relentingsat the remembrance ofthofe paft animof-^ 
ities which mutually embittered their life ?—" There 
*• lies- the man with whom I contended fo long, fi- 
" lent and mute for ever. He is fallen ; and I ani 
" about to follow him. How poor is the advant- 
** age which I now enjoy ? Where are the fruits of 
^.' all our contells ? In a Ihort time we flball be laid 
*' together ; and no remembrance remain of either of 
** us, under the fun. How many miftakes may 
** there have been between us ? Had not he his vir- 
'* tues and good qualities, as well as 1 ? When wc 
** (hall both appear before the judgment feat of God, 
'* (hall I be found innocent and free of blame, for 

** all the enmity I have borne to him ?** My 

friends, let the anticipation of fuch fentiments ferve 
now to corre6l the inveteracy of prejudice,* to cool 
the heat of anger, to allay the fiercenefs of refent- 
ment. How unnatural is it for animofities fo laft- 
ing to poffefs the hearts of mortal men, that no- 
thing can extinguifh them, but the cold hand of 
death ? Is there not a fuflS'cient proportion of cvih 
in the Ihort fpan of human life, that we feek to in- 
creafe their number, by rufhing into unneceffary 
contefts with one another ? When a few fun« more 
have rolled over our heads, friends and foes Ihall 
have retreated together ; and their love and their 
hatred be equally buried. Let our few days, then, 
be fpent in peace. While we are all journeying 
onwards to death, let us rather hear one another's 
burdens, than harafs one another by the way. Let 
us fmooth and cheer the road as much as we can, 

rather 
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rather than fill the velley of our pilgrimage with the 
hateful monuments of our contention and ftrife« 

Thus 1 have fet before you fome oF thofe medi^ 
tations which are naturally fuggeftedty the prev- 
alence of death around us ; by the death of ft rangers, 
of friends, and of enemies. Becaufe topics of this 
nature are obvious, let it nql be thought that they 
are without ufe. They require to be recalled, re- 
peated, and enforced. Moral and religious in- 
ftruflion derives its efficacy, not fo much from what 
men are .taught to knbW^ ^. from what they are 
brought to feel. It is not the dorman knowledge 
of any truths, but the vivid imprefficm of them, 
which has influence on praftice. Neitber'iet it be 
thought, that fuch meditations are unfeafonable in-, 
trufions upon thofe who are living in health, "in af- 
fluence and eafe. There is no hazard of their jnak- 
ing too deep or painful an impireflioR. The gloom 
which they occafion is tranfient; and will: fiKjffV 
too foon^ it i« probable, be difpelled by the fucceed- 
ing aflpairs and pleafures of the world* To wifdom 
it certainly belongs, that men fliould be impreifed 
with juft views of their nature^ and their ftate ^ and 
the pkafures of life will always be enjoyed to moft. 
advantage when they are tempered with ferioufr 
thought. There is a time to mourn^ as well as s time 
to rejoice. There is a virtuousy^rrow, XDhich is btt^ 
Ur than laughter. There is difadnefs of the^ €oun^ 
tenaTue, by which the heart is made better. 
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SERMON Xnr. 
On the Progress of Vi«fr. 



t CORINTHIANS, xv. 33. 






Mc notfdtceivti: &)il communications corrupt go^i 
manners^ 



X HOUGH human nature be notv fallen 
^4^tf^^^ifC<^i'iginaI honour, feveral good principles 
ftill refnaiii in the hearts of men. There are few, 
if any, on whofe minds the reverence for a Su*. 
preme Being continues not, in fome degree, imprefll- 
ed» In every breaft» fome benevolent affe€liona 
are fownd t and confdenc6 ftill retains a fenfe of th^ 
diftindicw between moral good and evil. Thefe 
priimi^es of virtue are always fufceptible of im- 
provement ; and, in favourable fituations, might 
have a happy influence on pra6lice. But fuch .is 
the frailty of our nature, and fo numisrouS are the 
temptations to evil, that they are in perpetual haz- 
ard of being either totally effaced, or fo far weak- 
ened, as to produce no effeft, on condu6l. They 
are good feed originally fown in the heart; but 
which require culture, in order to make them rife 
to any maturity. If left without affiftance, they 
are likely to be ftifled by that profufion of noxious 
weeds which the foil fends forth around them. 

Among 
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Among the numerous caules irhicb introdude cor« 
ruption into the he^rt^and accelerate its growth, none 
is more unhappily powerful than that which is point- 
ed out in the text, under the defcription of ^t^^/co1f^* 
munications ; that is, the contagion which is diffufed 
by bad exam*ples, and heightened by particular con«* 
ne&ions with perfons of loofe principles, ordiflblute 
morals* This, in a licentious ftate of fociety, is 
the moft common fource of thofe vices and did 
orders which fo much abound in great cities ; and 
often proves, in a particular manner, fatal to the 
young ; even to them whofe beginnings were once 
aufpiciious and promlfing. It may therefore be an 
ufeful employment of attention, to trace the pro-* 
grefs of this principle of Corruption ; to examine 
the means by which evil communications gradually 
undermine, and at laft deftroy good manners^ or 
(which here is the proper fignification of the original 
word) good morals. It is indeed difagreeable to conr* 
template human nature^ in this dpwnward courfe 
of its progrefs. But it is always profitable to know 
our own infirmities and dangers. The confidera- 
tion of them will lead me to fuggcft fome of the 
means propej to be ufcd,for preventing the mifchicfs 
jRrifing from evil communications^ 

Agreeably to what I obferved, of certai# vir- 
tuous principles being inherent in human nature^ 
there are few but who fct out at. firft on the world 
with good difpofitions. The warmth which be- 
longs to youth naturally exerts itfelf in generous 
feelings, and fentiments of honour ; in ftrdng at* 
tachment to friends, and the other emotions of a 
kind and texader heart. Alnloft all the plans with 
which perfons who have be^n liberally educated 
begin the world, are conne&ed with honourable 
views. At that period they repudiate whatever is 
mean or baife» It is ples^fing to them to think, of 

VoL» II* O commanding 
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comtxianding the cfteem of thofc among whom they 
live, and of acquiring a name among men. But 
alas ! how foon does this flattering profpeft begin 
to be overcaft ! Defireyof pleafure uflier in tempta- 
tion, and forward the growth of diforderly paflions. 
Minifters of vice are feldom wanting to encourage^ 
and flatter the paflions of the young. Inferiors ftudy 
to creep into favour, by fervile obfequioufnefs to all 
their defires and humours. Glad to find any apol^ 
ogy for the indulgences of which they are fond, the 
young too readily liften to the voice of thofe whcr 
lugged to then?, that ftrift notions of religion, order^ 
and virtue, are old fafliioned and illiberal ; that 
the reftraints whichthey impofe are only fit to be 
prefcribed to thofe who are in the firft ftage of pu« 
pillage ; or to be preached to the vulgar, who ought 
to be kept within the clofcft bounds of regularity 
and fubjeftion. But the goodnefs of their heart^r,, 
it is infinuated to them, and the liberality of their 
views, will fully jnftify their emancipating them* 
fclves, in fome degree, from the rigid difcipline of 
parents and teachers. 

Soothing ay fuch infinuationg are to the youthful 
and inconfiderate, their ftrft fteps, however, in vice^ 
are cautious and tin>id, and occafionally checked' 
by remorfe. As they begin to mingle more in the 
.worl(J, and emerge into the cirles of gaiety and 
pleafure, finding thefe loofe ideas countenanced by 
too general praftice, they gradually become bolder 
in the liberties they take. If they have been bred 
to bufinefs, they begin to tire of induftry, and look 
with contempt on the plodding race of citizens. If 
they be of fuperior rank, they think it becomesf 
them to refemble their equals ; to affume that free- 
dom of behaviour, that air of forwardnefs, that tone 
of diflipation, that eafy negligence of thofe with 
whom they converfe, which appear fafhionabte itr 
high life. If affluence of fortune unhappily con- 
cur 
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cur to favour their inclinations^ amufements and 
diverfions fucceed in a perpetual round ; night and 
day are confounded ; gaming filla up their Vacant 
intervals ; they live wholly in public places ; they 
run into many degrees of excefs, difagreeable even 
to themfelves, merely from weak fiomplaifance, and 
the fear of being ridiculed by their loofe aflbciates* 
Among thefe ailbciates, the mofl; hardened and de- 
termined always take the lead* The reft follow 
them with implicit fubmitfion ; and make proficiency 
in the fchool of iniquity, in exa£l; proportion to the 
weaknefii of their underitandings^ and the ftrength 
of their paflions* 

How many pafs away, after this manner, fome olP 
the moft valuable years of their life, toft in a whirU 
pool of what cannot be called pleafure, fo much as 
mere giddinefs and folly : In the habits of perpetu* 
al connexion with idle or licentious company, all 
refle£);ion is loft ; while circulated from one empty 
head, and one thoughtlels heart, to another, folly 
fiioots up into all its moft ridiculous forms ; prompts 
the extravagant, unmeaning frolic in private; or 
fallies forth in public into mad riot ; impelled {omCif 
times by intoxication^ fometimes by mere levity o| 
fpirits. 

All the while, amidft this whole courfe of juVenild 
infatuation, I readily admit, that much good na- 
ture may ftill remain. Generofity and attachments 
may be found ; nay, fome awe of religion may ftill 
fubfift, and fome remains of thofe good impreffions 
which were made upon the mind in early days. . It 
might yet be very poffible to reclaihi fuch perfons^ 
and to form them for ufeful and refpeftable ftations 
in the world, if virtuous and improving foCiety 
ihould happily fucceed to the place of that idle 
crew with whom they now affociate ; if important 
buGnefs fliould occur, to bring them into a differ- 
ent fphere of aftion j or if fome feafonable ftroke 
O a pf 
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of afilidion fliould in mercy be fent, to recal them 
to tbemfelves, and to awd&en ferious and manl)^ 
thought. But, if youth and vigour, and flowing 
fortune continue; if a fimilar fucceflion of cotn« 
panions go on to amufe them, to engrc^s their time, 
and to ftir up their paifions ; the day of ruin — ^Ict 
them take heed and beware l-^the day of irrecover. 
able ruin begins to draw nigh. Fortune is fquand- 
ered ; health is broken ;. friends are ofl^nded, af^ 
fronted, eftranged ; aged parents, perhaps, fent af- 
Aided and mourning to the duft. 

There are certain degrees of vice which are chief- 
ly (lamped with the charaflerof the ridiculous, and 
the contemptible ; and there are alfo certain limits^ 
beyond which if it pafs,^ it becomes odious and ex^ 
ecrable. If, to other corruptions which the heart 
has already received, be added the infulion of fcep^ 
tical principles, that word of all the evil corwmum^ 
cations of finners, the whole of morals is then oa^ 
che point of being overthrown. For, tvery crime 
can then be palliated to confciemre ; every check 
and reftraint which had hitherto remained^^ is takeo^ 
away. Re who, in the beginning of his courfe^ 
foothed bimfelf with the thought,, that while he in* 
dulged his defires, he did hurt to no man;, now prefix 
ed by the ncdfeffity of fupplyiog thofe wants intO' 
which his expenfive pleafures have brought him,, 
^oes on without rbmorfe to defraud and to' opprefs. 
The lover of pleafure now becomes hardened ancj 
cruel ; violates his truft or betrays his friend ; be- 
comes a man of treachery or a man of blood ;> fatis^ 
fying, of at leaft endeavouring all the while to fat^ 
isfy himfelf, that circumftances form his excufe ; 
that by neceffity he is impelled ; 9nd that, in grat^ 
ifying the paffions which nature had implanted 
within him, he does no more than follow nature. 

Miferable and deluded man^! to what art thoa' 
come at the lail ? Doft thou pretend to follow na^ 

ture, 



Digitized 



by Google 



l^jiRM. XJV. C» ihe Prog7'efi of Vkt. ^%i 

ture^ when thou art coBtemning the laws of the 
God of nature? when thou art ftifliog his voice 
urithin thee, which remonftrates againft thy crimes ? 
when thou art violating the beft part of thy nature, 
by countera£ling the diftates of juftice and human- 
ity ? Doft thou follow nature, when thou rendereft 
thyfelf an ufelefs animal on the earth ; and not 
ufelefs only, but noxious to the fociety to which 
thon belonged, and to which thou art a difgrace ; 
noxious, by the bad example thou haft fet ; nox- 
ious by the crimes thou hall committed ; facrificing 
innocence to thy guilty pleafures, and introducing 
ihame and ruin into the habitation^ of peace ; de« 
frauding of their due the unfufpicious who, have 
trufted thee ; involving in the ruins of thy fortune, 
many a worthy family ; reducing the induftrious 
and the aged to mifery and want ; by all which, if 
thou haft efcaped the deferved (word of juftice, 
thou haft at leaft brought on thyfelf the refentment, 
and the reproach, of all the refpeClable and the 
worthy. — Tremble then at the view of the gulph 
which is opening before thee. Look with horror at 
the precipice, on the brink of wTiichthou ftandeft : 
and if yet a moment be left for retreat, think ho^ 
thou mayeft efcape, and be foved^ 

This brings me to what I propofed as the next 

Tiiead of difcourfe ; to fuggeft fome mean^ that may 

be ufed for ftopping in time the progrefs of fucli 

mifchiefs ; to point out fome remedies againft the 

fatal infedion of evil communications. 

The firft and moft obvious is, to withdraw from 
all aflbciations With bad men, with perfons either 
of licentious principles, or of diforderly conduft. 
1 have (hown to what iffue fuch dangerous con- 
nexions are apt to bring men at laft. Nothing, 
^Ijgrefore is of more importance for the young, to 
P 3 whom 
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whdm I now chiefly addrefs myfelf^ than ta he 
careful in the choice of their friends and compan. 
ions. This choice is too frequently made without 
much thought, or is determined by fome cafual 
conneflion j and yet very often the whole fate of 
their future life depends upon it. The circum-. 
itances which chiefly attra6l the liking and the 
friendftiip of youth, are vivacity, good humour, en- 
gaging manners, and a cheerful or eafy temper; 
qualities, I confefs, amiable in themfelves, and 
ufeful afid valuable in their place. But I intreat 
you to remember, that thefc are not all the qual- 
ities^ requilite to form an intimate companion or 
friend. Something more is flill to be looked for ; 
^ found underftanding^ a ftcady mind, a firm at- 
tachjnent to principle, to virtue and honour. As 
Only fpljd bodies PpIiEh well, it Js only on the fub. 
ilantial ground or thefe tpanly endowments, that 
the other amiable qualities can receive their proper 
luflrc. Deflitute of thefe eflcntial requifites, they 
Ihinc with no more than a tinfel brilliancy. It may 
fparkle for a little, amidfl; a few circles of the friv- 
olous and fuperficial ; h\xp it impofes not on the 
difcerhment of the public. The world in general, 
feldom, after a (hort trial, judges amifs of the char- 
^£lers of men. You niay be aflured, that its char- 
iifter of you will be formed by the company you 
frequent ; and how agreeable loever they mayfeem 
to bj?, if nothing is to be found among them but 
hollow qualities, and external accomplifliments, 
they foon fall down into the dafs, at beft, of the 
infignific^nt, perhaps of the- worihlefs ; and you 
link, of courfe, in tihe opinion of the public, into 
the fame defpicable rank. 

Allow me tp warn you, that the moll gay and 
pleafing, are fotnetimes the mofl infidious and dang- 
f rous companions - an admonition which refpcfts 
jbpth the fexes. Often they attach themfelves to 

you 
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you from interefted motives ; and if any taint or 
fufpicion lie on their charadier, under the cover of 
your rank, your fortune, or your good reputation^ 
they feek prote£lion for tbemfelves. Look round 
you, then, with attentive eye, and weigh charaders 
well before you conned yourfelves too clofely with 
any who court your fociety. He that walkcth with 
wife menjhall be wife ; but a companion of fooUJball 
he iefiroyei. Wherefore, enter not thouinto the counfel 
^f the f corner. Walk not in the way with evil men ; a^ 
void it ; pafi not by it, turnfrom-it, and fafs away*. 

I N order to prevent the influence of evil com^ 
fnunications^ it is farther needful, that you fix to 
"yourfelves certain principles of condu£t, and be re- 
folved and* determined on no occafion to fwerve 
from them. Setting the cpnfideration of religion 
and virtue afide, and attending merely to interefl: 
and reputation, it will be found, that he who en- 
ters on a£live life without having afcertained fome 
regular plan, according to which he is to guide him^- 
felf, will be unprofperous in the whole of his fub- 
fequent progrcfs. But when*condu6l is viewed in 
a moral and religious light, the effe£l of having fixed 
no principles of a£lion ; of having formed no lauda* 
ble ftandard of charadler, becomes more obvioufly 
fatal. For hence it is, that the young and thought* 
lefs imbibe fo readily the poifon of evil communica^ 
tions^ and fall a prey to every feducer. They have 
no internal guide whom they are accuftomed to 
follow and obey ; nothing within themfelves, that 
can give firmnefs to their conduft. They are of 
courfe the viftims of momentary inclination or ca- 
price ; religious and good by ftarts, when, during 
the abfence of temptation and tempters, the virtu- 
ous principle ftirs within them 5 but never long the- 
fame ; changing and fluftuating according to the 
* Prov. xiii. 30. Prov. iv. 14. . paffion 
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paffion that chances to rife, or the iaftigatiQn of 
tbofe with whom tbey have cqnne€Ud thcmfelvcs^ 
They are failing on a dangerous fea^ which abounds 
with rocks I without coropafe^ by which todired (heir 
courfe ; or helm, by which to guide the veffcl. 
Whereas, if they afted on a fyftem, if their behav^ 
sour Tna<)e it appear that they were determined to 
condu6l tbemfelvcs by certain rules atid principles^ 
not only would they efcape inpumerabie dangers^ 
but they would cooimahd refpeft from the licen^ 
tious tbetiirelves. Evil doer$ >vould ceafe to lay 
their fnai es for one whom they faw moving above 
th T7, in a higher fphere> an4 vith a more ftcadj 
oourfe, 

Asa father corre&itre of evil corntHirmicaiions, an4 
fs a foundation to thofe principles which you lay 
down for cpnduC):, let me advife you fotnetimes to 
think ferioufly, of what con (litutes real, enjoyment 
and happinefs. Your d^ys cannot be entirely fpcnt 
in company and pleafure. How clofely foever you 
are furrounded and befieged by evil companions, 
there muft be fome intervals, in which you are left 
by yourfelves ; when, after all tbe turbulence of 
amufement isovrr^ yOur mind will naturally ^aOume 
f graver and mpre penfive caft. Thcfe are precious 
intervals to you, if you knew their value* Seize 
that fober hour pf retirement and filence« Indulge 
the meditations which then begin to rife. Caft 
your eye backwards on what is paft of your life ; 
look forward tp what is prqbabiy to come. Think 
of the part you are now afting ; and of what re- 
inains to be afted, perhaps to be fuffered, before 
you die. Thpn is the time to form your pJans of 
happinefs, not merely for the next day, but for the 
general courfe of your life. Remember, that what 
}$ plealing to yqi^ U twenty^ \vill pot be equally fa 
^t forty or fifty years qf age ; and that what con--^ 
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dnues longed pleafing, is always molt iraluable^. 
Recoiled your own feelings in diflPerent fcenes of 
life. Inquire on what occafions you have felt the 
trueft fatisfafiion ; whether days of fobriety and a 
rational employment have not left behind them a 
more agreeable remembrance, than nights of licen- 
tioufnefs and riot« Look around you on the world ; 
reflc£l on the different focieties which have fallen 
under your obfervation ; and think who among 
ihem appear to enjoy life to mod advantage ; whe^ 
th«r they who, encircled by gay companions, are 
conftantly fatiguing themfelves in queft of pleafure ; 
or they toirhom pleafure comes unfonght, in the 
fourfeof an aflive, virtuous, and manly life, Com-r 
pare together thefe two claffes of mankind, an4 aflc 
your own hearts, to which of them you would chufe 
to belong. If, in a happy moment, the light of 
truth begin to break in upon you, refufe not ad-r 
mittance to the ray. If your hearts fecretly re- 
proach you for the wrong choice you have madc^ 
bethink yourfelves that the evil is not irreparable^ 
Still there is time for repentance and retreat ; and 
^ return to wifdom is always honourable. 

Were fuch meditations often indulged, the evtl 
communications of finners would die away before 
th^m ; the force of their poifon would evaporate j 
the world would begin to affume in your eyes a 
new form and fliape. Difdain not, in thefe folita- 
ry hours, to recolleQ what the wifeft b3ve faid, and 
have written, concerning hum^n happinefk, and 
human vanity. Treat not their opinions, as cffu- 
Cons merely of peievifhnefs or difappointment : 
but believe them to be, what they truly are, the re*- 
iult of long experience, and thorough acquaintance 
vith the world. Confider that the feafon of youth 
is paffing fill away; It is time Cor rou to be tak^ 
ing roeafuresfor an eftablifhment in life • nay, it 
were wife to be looking forward to a placid enjoy-, 
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mcnt of old age. That is a period you wifli to fee ; 
but hoi^ miferable when it arrives, if it yield you 
nothing but the dregs of life ; and prefent no re. 
trofpeS, except that of a thoiightlefs, and difhonour- 
ed youth ! 

Let me once more advife you, to look forward 
fometimes beyond old age ; to look to a future 
world. Amidfl: evil communications, let your be- 
lief, and your chara£ier as Chriftians, arife to your 
view. Think of the facred name in which you 
were baptized. Think of the God whom your 
fathers honoured and worfhipped ^ of the religion 
in which they trained you up; of the venerable rites 
in which they brought you to partake* Their pater- 
nal cares have now ceafcd. They have finiChed their 
earthly courfe : and the time is coming when you 
mud follow them. You know that you are not to 
live always here ; and you furely do not believe 
that your exiftence is to end with this life. Into 
what world then are you next to go ? Whom will 
you meet with there ? Before wbofe tribunal are 
you to appear ? What account will you be able to 
give of your prefent trifling and irregular conduft 
to him who made you ?— -Such thoughts may be 
treated as unfeafonable intrufions. But intrude 
they fometimes will, whether you make them wel- 
come or not. Better then to allow them free re- 
ception when they come, and to confider fairly to 
what they lead. You have feen perfons die ; at 
leaft, you have heard of your friends dying, near 
you. Did it never enter into your minds, to think 
what their laft reflcftions probably were in their 
concluding moments ; or what your own, in fuch A 
fituation, would be ? What would be then your 
hopes and fears ; what part you would then wifli to 
have a6led ; in what light your clofing eyes would 
jhen vie^ this life, and this world ? 

Thcfo 
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Thcfe are thoughts, my friends, too important to 
be always excluded. Thefe are things too folemn 
and awful to be trifled with. They are fuperior 
to all the ridicule of fools. They come home 
to every man's bofom ; and are intitled to cv^ry 
man's higheft attention. Let us regard them as 
becomes reafonable and mortal creatures ; and they 
will prove effe6lual antidotes to the evil communica^ 
tions of petulant fcoflFers, When vice or folly arife 
to tempt us under flattering forms, let the ferious 
charader which we bear as men come alfo forward 
to view ; and kt^the folemn admonitions, with 
which I conclude, found full in our ears: Myfon^ 
if jtnners entice thee, confent thou not. Come out 
jrom amongji them, and befeparate. Remember fhy 
Creator in the days of thy youths Fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil. The way of life is above to the 
tuife ; and he that ketpeth the commandment^ keepeth 
his own foul*. 

♦Prov. i, J9. 2 Corinth, vi. 17. Ecclef. xii. 1. Prov. xv. 14- 
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On FoRTITUPE. 



PSALM, xxvii. 3. 

Though an hojljhould encamp againjl me, my heart 
Jhallnotjear. 

1 HIS world is a region of danger, in which 

fytxitOt fafety is poffeffed by no man. Though wc 
ive in times of eftablilhed tranquillity, when there 
js no ground to apprehend that an hojl (hall, in the 
literal fenfe, encamp againjl us ; yet every man, from 
Pile quarter or other, has fomawhat to dread. Rich* 
es often make to themfelves wings^ and Jlee away* 
The firmed health may in a moment be fhaken. 
The mod fiourilhing family may unexpe6ledly be 
fcattcred. The appearances of our fecurity kre 
frequently deceitful. When our (ky feems moft 
fettled and ferene^ in fome unobferved quarter gath? 
ers the little black cloud, in which the temped fer- 
ments, and prepares to difcharge itfelf on our head. 
Such is the real (ituation of man in this world ; and 
he who flatters himfelf with an oppofite view of his 
date, only lives in the paradife of fools. 

In this fituation, no quality is more requifite 
fliain condancy, or fortitude of mind j a quality 



Digitized 



by Google 



Se rm. XV^ On Portitude. Mt$ 

which the Pfalmift appears> from the fentipnent ia 
the text^ to have poITefled in an eoiinent degree« 
Fortitude was juftly claffed by the ancient philofo* 
phers, among the cardiQal virtues. It is iiid^d 
effential to the fupport of them all ; and is moft 
neceflary to be acquired by every one who wifliea 
to difcharge with fidelity the duties of his ftation. 
It is the armour of the mind, which will fit him f^f 
encountering the trials, and furmounting the dang* 
ers, that are likely to occur in the courfe of his life. 
It may be thought, perhaps, to be a quality, ia 
fome meafure, conftitutional ; dependent on firm« 
nefs of nerves, and ftrength of fpirits. Though^ 
partly, it is fo, yet experience 0iows that it may alfo 
be acquired by principle, and he fortified by reafon ; 
and it is only when thus acquired, and thus fortifi- 
ed, that it can be accounted to carry the charader 
of virtue. Fortitude is oppofed, as all know, to ti- 
midity, irrefolution, a feeble and a wavering fpirit^ 
It is placed, like other virtues, in the middle be* 
tween two extremes ; ftanding at an equal diftance 
from raQinefs on the one hand, and from pufiUa.* 
nimity on the other. In difcourfing on this fub- 
jcfi, I purpofe, fir ft, to fliow the importance of 
fortitude or conftancy ; next, to afcertarn the 
grounds on which it mvft reft ; and, laftly, to fug- 
geft fome confidcrations for aflifting the exercif^ 
of it. 

1. The high importance of fortitude will eafily 
appear, if we confider it as refpefting either the 
happinefs of human life, or the proper difcharge of 
its duties. 

Without fome degree of fortitude there can be no» 
happinels ; becaufe, amidA the thoufand uocertain-- 
tics of life, there can be enjoyment of tranquillity. 
The man of fceUe and timorous fpfrit lives under 
perpetual alarins. He forcfees every diftant danger^ 

and 
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and trembles. He explores the regions of poflibiL 
ity, to difcover the dangers that may arifc. Often 
he creates imaginary ones ; always magniBes thofe 
that are reah Hence, like a perfon haunted by 
fpeftres, he lofcs the free enjoyment even of a fafe 
and profperous ftate. On the firft (hock of adver- 
fity, he de(ponds. Inftead of exerting himfelf to 
lay hold on the refources that remain, he gives up 
all for loft ; and refigns himfelf to abjefl: and brok- 
en fpirits. — Oti the other hand, firmnefs of mind is 
the parent of tranquillity. It enables one to enjoy 
the prefent without difturbance ; and to lookcalm* 
ly on dangers that approach, or evils that threaten 
in future. It fuggefts good hopes. It fupplies 
refources. It allows a man to retain the full pof- 
feffion of himfelf, in every (ituation of fortune. 
Look into the heart of this man, and you will find 
compofure, cheerfulnefs, and magnanimity. Look 
into the heart of the other, and you will fee noth- 
ing but confuiion, anxiety, and trepidation. The 
one is the caftle built on a rock, which defies the 
attacks of furrounding waters. The other is a hut 
placed on the fliore, which every wind ihakes, and 
every wave overflows. 

If fortitude be thus eflential to the enjoyment 
of life, it is equally fo to the proper difcharge of all 
its moft important duties. He who is of a coward- 
ly mind is, and muft be, a flave to the world. He 
fafhions his whole coiidud; according to its hopes 
and fears. He fmiles, and fawns, and betrays, from 
abjed; confiderations of perfonal fafety. He is in- 
capable of either conceiving, or executing, any great 
defign. He can neither ftand the clamour of the 
multitude, nor the frowfts of the mighty. The 
wind of popular favour, or the threats of power, are 
fufficient to (hake his moft determined purpofe. 
The world always knows where to find him. He 
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may pretend to have principles ; but on every try- 
ing occafion, it will be feen^ that his pretended 
principles bend to convenience and fafety.— The 
man of virtuous fortitude, again, follows the dic-^ 
tates of his heart, unembarrafied by thofe reftraint^ 
which lie upon the timorous. Having once deter-k 
mined what is fit for him to do, no threatenings can 
fhake, nor dangers appal him. He refts upon 
himfelf, fupported by a confcioufnefs of inward dig- 
nity. I do not fay that this difpofition alone will 
fecure him againft every vice. He may be lifted 
up with pride. . He may be feduced by plcafure. 
He may be hurried away by paflion. But at lead 
on one quarter he will be fafe ; by no abjeft fear» 
mifled into evil. 

Without this temper of mind, no man can be a 
thorough Chriftian. For his profeflion, as fucb^ 
requires him to be fuperior to thsit fear of man which 
hringtik a Jnart ; enjoins him, for the fate of a 
good confcience, to encounter every danger; and 
to be prepared, if called, even to lay down his life 
in the caufe of religion and truth. All who have 
been diftinguiihed as fervants of God, or benefac- 
tors of men ; all who, in perilous fituations, have 
a6led their part with fuch honour as to render their 
names illuftrious through fucceeding ages, have 
been eminent for fortitude of mind. Of this we 
have one confpicuous example in the Apoftle Pdul^ 
Twhom it will be inftruSive for us to view in a re- 
markable occurrence of his life. After having long 
aded as the apoftle of the Gentiles, his miflion call^ 
ed him to go to Jerufalem, where he knew that he 
was to encounter the utmoft violence of his ene- 
mies. Juft before he fet fail, he called together 
the elders of his favourite church at Ephcfus, and 
in a' pathetic fpeech, which does great honour to his 
charafter, gave them his laft farewel. Deeply af- 
fe^ed by their knowledge of the certain dangers to 
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tvhicb be was expofing himfelf^ all the aflembly 
were filled with diftreCs, and melted ioto tears. 
The circumftanccs were fucb^ as migtu have con^ 
veyed dcjefltion even into a refalute mind ; and 
would have totally overwhelmed the feeble. Thty 
all meptfort, and fell on Paul's ntck^ snd kijftd him ; 
furrowing mojl of all for the words which h£ Jpake^ 
that they Jhould fee his face no more. What were 
then the ientiments^ what was the language of this 
great and good man ? Hear the words which fpoke 
hi^ firm ami undaunted mind. Behold^ I go kouni 
in ike fpirit, unto Jferufaiem, not knoxtnnig the things 
Ihat faall htjal nu there ; fave that tke Holy Ghofi 
mitnejfeth in every city ^ faying^ that himds and affiic^ 
iions abide me. But none of theft things mpve me / 
neither count I my life dear unto myfelf fo that 1 
might fnijh my courfe with joy, and the minijkry which 
I have received of the Lord Jefus^ to ttfify the gofptl 
^f the Grace of God^. There was uttered the voice, 
there breathed the fpirit, of a brave, and a virtuous 
man. Such a man knows not what it is to fhrink 
from danger, when confcience points out his path. 
In that path he is determined to walk ; let the con- 
fcquences be what they will. TtU I die, I will not 
remove my integrity from m>e. My righteoufncfs I 
hold fafi, and will not let it go. My heart fhaU not 
reproach me fo long as Ilivef. ** For me, fchere is 
a part appointed to aft. I go to perform it. My 
duty i fliall do today. Let tomorrow take thought 

for the things qfitfelf** -Hvviagthus Ihewn ibi 

importance^ I proceed, 

II. To (hew the proper foundations of conftau^ 
cy and fortitude of mind. They are principally 
two ; a good confcience, and truft in God. 

A corrupted ar>d guilty man can poffefs no trtit 
firmnefs of heart. He who, by crooked paihs pur-# 

fues 

♦ A^s, XX. 22, 2j, 24 ; 37, 2^* f Job, xxvii. Sf^^ 
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fues difhonourable ends, has many things to difmay 
bim. He not only dreads the difappointment of 
his defigns, by fome of thofe accidents to which all 
are cxpofed ; but he has alfo to dread the treachery 
of his confederates, the difcovery and reproach of 
the world, and the ju(^ difpleafure of Heaven. 
His fears he is obliged to .conceal ; but while he 
aflumes the appearance of intrepidity before the 
world, he trembles within himfelf ; and the bold 
and fteady eye of integrity frequently darts terror 
into his heart. There is, it is true, a fort of confti* 
tulional courage, which fometimes has rendered 
men daring in the moft flagitious attempts. But 
this fool hardinefs of the rafh, this boldnefs of the 
ruffian, is altogether diflPerent from real fortitude. 
It arifes merely from warmth of blood, from want 
of thought, and blindnefs to danger. As it forms 
no charafler of value, fo it appears only in occafi. 
cnal failles ; and never can be uniformly maintain- 
• ed. It requires adventitious props to fupport it ; 
and, in fome hour of trial, always fails. There can 
be no true courage, no regular perfevering conftan- 
cyy but what is connefted with principle, and found- 
ed on a confcioufnefs of reflitude of intention. 
This, and this only, erefts that brazen wall which 
we can oppofe to every hoftile attack. It clothes 
us with an amour, on which fortune will fpend its 
ftafts in vain. All is found within. There is no 
weak place, where we particularly dread a blow. 
There is no occafion for falfe colours to be hung 
out. No difjEjuife is needed to cover us. We 
would be fatisfied if all mankind could look into our 
hearts. What has he to fear, who not only afts on 
^ plan which his confcience approves, but who 
knows that every good man, nay, the whole unbiaff- 
ed -world, if they could trace his intentions; would 
juftify and approve his condu£l ? 

Vol. II. P H* 
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He knows^ at the fame .time, that he is a^ing 
under the immediate eye ^nd proteflion of the AU 

mighty. Behold my witnefs is in heaven ; and my 
record is on high*. Here opens a nejv fourcc of 
fortitude to every virtuous man. The confciouL 
nefs of fuch an illuftrious fpe£tator, invigorates and 
animates him. He trufts, that the eternal lover of 
righteoufnefs not only beholds and approves, but 
will ftrengthen and affift ; will not fuffer him to be 
unjuftly oppreffed, and will reward. his conftancy 
in the end, with glory, honour, and immortality. 
A good confcience, thus fupported, beftows on the 
heart a much greater degree of intrepidity, than it 
could otberwife infpire. One who refts on an Al- 
mighty, though invifible, Proteftor, exerts his pow- 
ers with double force ; acls with vigour not his 
own. Accordingly, it was from this principle of 
truft in God, that the Pfalmift derived that courage 
and boldnefs, which he expreffes in the text. He 
had faid immediately before, The Lord is my light 
and my falvaiion ; the Lord is the Jirength of my life. 
The confequence which direftly follows is, of whom 
Jhall I be afraid ? Though an hofi fhould encamp a^ 
gainfl vi€i my heart fhall not J ear. It remains, 

^ III. That I fuggeft a few confiderations which 
may prove auxiliary to the exercife of virtuous 
fortitude in the midft of dangers. 

From what was juft now faid, it appears, firft, 
that it is of high importance to everv one who wiQi-p 
es to aO; his part with becoming refolution, to cul- 
tivate a religious principle, and to be infpired with 
trull in God. The imperfeftions of the beft are 
indeed fo numerous, as to give them no title to claim, 
on their own account, the proteftion of Heaven. 
But we are t^iught (o believe, that the merciful God, 
who made us, and who knows our frame^ favours 
the fincere and upright; that the fupreme adrpin* 
fjob,xvi. ij, iftratioa 
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iftration of the univerfe is always on the fide of truth 
and virtue ; and that, therefore, every worthy cha-. 
rafter, and every juft and good caufe, though for a 
while it fliould be deprefled, is likely to receive 
countenance andprotcftion in the end. The more 

•firmly this belief is rooted in the heart, its influence 
will be more powerful, in furmounting the fears 
which arife from a fenfe of our own weaknefs or 
danger. The records pf all nations afford a thou*- 
fand remarkable inftances of the effeft of this prin- 
ciple, both on individuals, and on bodies of men* 

, Animated by the ftrong belief of a. juft caufe, and 
a protefting God, the feeble hav€ waxed ftrong, 
and have defpifed dangers, fuflPerings, and death. 
Handfuls of men have defied hojls that were en- 
€amped againjl them ; and have gone forth, con- 
quering and to conquer. The /word oj /he Lord, 
and oJ Gideon, have called forth a valour which af- 
tonifhed the world ; and- which could have been 
exterted by none, but thofe who fought under a di* 
vine banner. 

In the next place, let him who would preferve 
fortitude in difficult fituations, fill his mind with a 
fenfe, of what conftitutes the true honour of man. 
It confifts not in the multitude of riches, or the el- 
evation of rank ; for experience fhows, that thefe 
may be pofteflTed by the worthlefs, as well as by the 
deferving. It confifts in being deterred by no dang- 
er when duty calls us forth ; in fulfilling our allotted 
part, whatever it may be, with faithfulnefs, bravery, 
and conftancy of mind. Thefe qualities never fail 
to ftamp diftinftion on the charafter. They con- 
fer on him who difcovers them, an honourable fu- 
periority, which all, even enemies, feel and revere. 
Let every man, therefore, when the hour of danger 
comes, bethink himfelf that now is arrived the hour of 
trial ; the hour which muft determine, whether he is to 
P 2 \ rife 
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rife, or to fink for ever, in the efteem of all around him. 
Xf when put to the teft, he difcover no firmnefs to 
maintain his ground, no fortitude to (land a ihock, 
he has forfeited every pretention to a manly mind. 
He muft reckon on beiiig expofed to general con-* 
tempt ; and what is worle, he will feel that he dc- 
ferves i]t. In his own tyt% he will be contemptible; 
than which, furely, no mifery can be more fevere. 

But in order to acquire habits of fortitude, what 
is of the highell confequence is to have formed a 
juft efliniate of the goods and evils of life, and of 
the value of life itfelf. For here lies the chief 
fource of our weaknefs and pufiUanimity. We 
over value the advantages of fortune ; rank and 
riches, cafe and fafety. Deluded. by vain opinions, 
we look to thefe as our ultimate goods. We hang 
upon them with fond attachment • and to forfeit 
any hope of advancement, to incur the leaft difcredit 
with the world, or to be brought down but one ftep 
from the ftation we poffefs, is regarded with con- 
fternation and difmay. Hence, a thoufand weights 
hang upon the mind, which deprefs its courage, 
and bend it to mean and diffionourable complian- 
ces. What fortitude can he poffefs, what worthy 
or generous purpofe can he form, who conceives 
diminution of rank, or lofs of fortune, to be the 
chief evils which man can fuffer ? Put thefe in- 
to the balance with true honor, with confcious inte- 
grity, with the efteem of the virtuous and the wife, 
with the favour of Almighty God, with peace 
of mind, ami hope of heaven ; and then think, 
whether thofe dreaded evils are fufficient to intimi- 
date you from doing y9ur dtity. Look beyond 
external appearances to the infide of thing*?. Suf- 
fer not yourfel ves to be impofed on by that glittering 
varnifti, with which the furfaceof the world dazzles 
the vulgar^ Confider how many are contented and 
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happy without thofc advantages of fortune^ on which 
you put fo extravagant a value. . Confider whether 
It is poffible for you to be happy with them, if for 
their fake, you forfeit all that is eftimabie in man. 
The: favour of the great, perhaps, you think, is at 
flake ; or that popularity With the multitude, on 
which you build plans of advancement. Alas ! how 
precarious are the mean§ which you employ in or- 
der to attain the end you have in view ; and the end 
itfelf, how little js it worthy of your ambition ? That 
favour which you purfue, of dubious advantage 
when gained, is frequently lolt by fervile compli- 
ance. The timid and abjeft are dete£led, and def- 
pifed eyfin by thpfe whom they court ^ while the 
firm and refolute rife i^ the. end to thofe honours, 
which the other purfued in vain. 

Put th€ cafe at the worft. Suppofe not your 
fortune only, but your fafety, to be in hazard ; your 
life itfelf to be endangered, by adhering to con- 
fcience and virtue. Think, what a creeping and ' 
ignominious ftate you would render life, if, when 
your duty calls, you would expofe it to no danger; 
if, by a daftardly behaviour, you would, at any ex- 
penfe, preferve it. That life which you are fo 
anxious to preferve, can at any rate be prolonged 
only for a few years more ; and thofe years may be 
full of woe. He who will hot rifle death when con- 
fcience requires him to face it, ought to be alham- 

cd to live. -Conifider, as a man and a Chriftian, 

for what purpofe life was givtn thee by Heaven. 
Was it, that thou mighteft pafs aTew years in low 
pleafures, and ignoble floth ; flying into every cor^. 
ner to hide thyfelf, when the leaft danger riles to 
view ? No : Life was given, that thou mighteft 
come forth to aft fome ufeful and honourable part 
on that theatre where thou haft been placed by 
Providence ; mighteft glorify him that made thee 
P 3 . and 
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and by ftcady perfcverancc in virtue, rife in the 
end to an immortal ftate. 

Son of man! Remember thineoriginal honours, 
Affert the dignity of thy nature. Shake oflF this 
pufillanimous di;ead of death ; and feek to fulfil the 
ends for which thou wert fent forth by thy Creator, 
The fentiment of a noble mind is, / count not my 
life dear unto myfdf^ Jo that I may Jinijb my courfe 
with joy. To the Jinijhing oj his courje^ let every 
one dircft his eye ; and let him now appreciate life 
according to the value it will "be found to have, 
when fumraed up at the clofe. That is the period 
which brings every thing to the teft. lUufions may 
formerly have impofed on the world ; may have 
impofed on the man himfelf. But all illufion then 
vanifties. The real charafter comes forth. The 
eftimate of happinefs is fairly formed. Hence it 
has been juftly faid, that no man can be pronounc- 
ed either great or happy, until his laft hour come. 
To that laft hour, what will bring fuch fatisfaftion, 
or add fo much dignityj as the reflexion, on hz^v- 
ing furmounted with firmnefs all the difcourage- 
ments of the world, and having perfeveredto the 
end in one uniform courfe of fidelity and honour f 
We remarked before, the magnanimous behaviour 
of the Apoftle Paul, when he had perfecution and 
diftrefs full in view. Hear now the fentiments of 
the fame great man, when the time of his laft fuf- 
fering approached ; and remark the majefty andthe 
cafe with which he looked on death. / am now 
ready to he offered^ and the time of my departure is 
' ut hand. I have fought the good fight. I have Jin* 
ijhed my courfe. I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righieoufnefs*. 
How many years of life does fuch a dying moment o- 
verbalance ? Who would not chufe in this manner to 
go off the ftage, with fuch a fong of triumph in his 

mcuth> 
• 2 Timothy, iv. 6^ 7. 
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tnouth, rather than prolong his exiftence through a 
wretched old age^ ftained with fin and Ihame ? 

Animated by thefe con fi derations, let us nour- 
ifh that fortitude of mind, which is fo elTential to ^ 
man and a Chriftian^ Let no difcouragement nor 
danger deter us from doing what is right. Through 
honour and dijkonour, through good report and bad 
report, let us preferve fidelity to our God and our 
Saviour. Though an hojl Jhould encamp againjl us, 
let us not fear to difcharge our duty. God aflifts 
us in the virtuous con£li£l ; and will crown the con-» 
queror with eternal rewards. Be thou faithful unto 
aeathy and I will give thee a crown of life. To him 
that overcometh, faith our blefled Lord, I will grant 
to fit with me on my throne ; even as 1 alfo overcame, 
and amfet down with my Father on his throne*. 



Rev. ii, 10.— iii. ai. 
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SERMON XVI. 
On E N V y. 

1 CORINTHIANS, xiii, 4. 

Charity envieih not * 

jQiNVY is a fenfation of uneafinefs and diC 
quiet, arifing from the advantages which others are 
fuppofed to poffefs above us, accompanied with 
malignity towards thofe who poffefs them. This 
is univerfally admitted to be one of the blacked paf- 
fions in the human heart. In this world we depend 
much on one another ; and were therefore formed 
by God to be mutually ufeful and affifting. The 
inftindls of kindnefs and compaffion v/hich belong 
to our frame, ftiow how much it was the intention 
of our Creator that we fhould be united in friend* 
fhip. If any infringe this great law of nature, by 
afts of caufelefs hoftility, refentment may juftly 
arife. No one is to be condemned for defending 
his rights, and (bowing difpleafure againfl; a tnali- 
cious enemy. But to conceive ill will at one who 
has attacked none of our rights, nor done us any 
injury, folely becaufe he is more profperous than 
We are, is a difpofition altogether unnatural j it fuits 
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not the human conflitution, and partakes more of 
the rancour of an evil fpirit. Hence, the charac- 
ter of an envious man is univerfally odious. All 
di'fclaim it ; and they who feel themfelvcs under the 
iirftuence of this paffion, carefully conceal it. 

But it is proper to confider, that among all our 
paffions, both good and bad, there are'rtiany differ- 
ent gradations. Sometimes they fwim on the fui'- 
face of the mind, without producing any internal 
agitation. ' They proceed' no farther than the be- 
ginnings of paffion. Allayed by our coAflitution, 
or tempered by the mixture of other difoofitipns^ 
they exert no confiderable influence on the temper. 
Though the charafter in whith envy forms the rul- 
ing paflion, and reigns in all its force, be one too 
odious, I hope, to be common ; yet fdme fiiade; 
fome tinSure, of this evil difppfition, mixes with 
moft charafters in the world. It is, perhaps, oiie 
of the moft prevailing infirmities to which \v€ are 
fubje6l. There are few but who, at one time or 
other, have found fomewhat of this nature flirring 
within them ; fome lurking uneaCnefs in their mind, 
when they looked up to others, who enjoyed a great- 
er ihare than had fallen to their lot, of fome advant- 
ages which they wifhed, and thought themfekes 
intitled, to poflTefs, Though this fhould not embit- 
ter their difpofition ; though it fliould creatfe the 
unealinefs only, without the malignity, of envy ; 
yet flill it is a difturbed ftate of mind ; and always 
borders upon, if it aftually include not, fome vi- 
cious afFeftions. In order, as far as poCBble, to re- 
medy this evil, I fhall now confider what are the 
mofl general grounds of the envy which men are 
apt to bear to others ; and fhall examine what foun- 
dation they afford, for any degree of this trouble- 
fome and dangerous paflion.— —The chief grounds 
of envy may be reduced to three ; Accomplifhment;j 
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ef mind ; advantages of birth, rank^ and fortune; 
fuperior fuccefs in worldly purfuits. 

I. Accomplishments, or endowments of the 
mind. The chief endowment for which man del 
ferves to be valued, is virtue. This unqueftiona- 
bly forms the mod eftimable diftinftion among 
mankind. Yet this, which may appear furprifing, 
never forms any ground of envy. No man is en- 
vied for being more juft, more generous, more pa- 
tient, er forgiving than others. This may, in part, 
be owing to virtue producing in every one who 
beholds it, that high degree of refpeft and love, 
which extinguifhes envy. But, probably, it is 
more owing to the good opinion which every one 
entertains of his own moral qualities. Some vir- 
tues, or, at leaft, the feeds of them, he finds within 
his breaft. Others, he vainly attributes to himfelf. 
Thofein which he is plainly deficient, he under- 
values; as either not real virtues, or virtues of very 
inferior rank ; and refts fatisfied, that, on the whole, 
he is as worthy and rerpe£table as his neigh- 
bour. 

The cafe is diflFerent, with regard to thofe men- 
tal abilities and powers which are afcribed to oth- 
ers. As long as thefe are exerted in a fphere of 
a6lion remote from ours, and not brought into com- 
petition with talents of the fame kind, to which we 
have pretenfions, they create no jealoufy. They 
are viewed as diftant objefts, in which we have not 
any concern. It is not until they touch our own 
h'ne, and appear to rival us in what we wifti to ex- 
cel, that they awaken envy. Even then, envy is, 
properly fpeaking, not grounded on the talents of 
others. For here, too, our felf complacency brings 
Uj, relief; from the perfuafion, that were we tho- 
roughly known, and full juftice done to us, our abil- 
ities would be found not inferior to thofe of our 

rivals. 
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rivals. What properly occafions envy ^ is the fruit 
of the accomplifhments of others ; the preemine»oc 
which the opinion of the world be flows, or whidi 
we dread it will bellow^ on their talents above' ours* 
Hence, diftinguifhed fuperiority in genius, learning;* 
eloquence, or any other of thofe various arts that 
attraft the notice of the world, often become pain- 
ful grounds of envy ; not indeed to all indifferent- 
ly, but to thofe who follow the fame line of purfuit. 
Mere rivalry, infpired by emulation, would carry- 
no reproach ; were not that rivalry joined with ob- 
liquity, and a malignant fpirit ; did it not lead to 
fccret detraftion, and unfair methods of dimlnilb- 
ing th€ reputation of others. Too frequently has 
fuch a fpirit tarniffied the chara€terof thofe who 
fought to (hine in the elegant arts ; and who, oth- 

erwife, had a juft title to fame. Let fuch as ar^ 

addidled to this infirmity confider, how miich they 
degrade themfelves* Superior merit, of any kind^ 
always refls on itfelf. Confcious of what it defervcs, 
it difdains low competitions and jealoufies« Thejr 
who are ftung with envy, efpecially when they al- 
low its malignity to appear, oonfefs a fehfe of their 
own inferiority ; and, in effefJ;, pay homage to thi^ 
merit from which they endeavour to detraft. 

But in order to eradicate the paflion, and to cutc 
the difquiet which it creates, let fuchperfons farther 
confider, how inconfiderable the advantage is whi<li 
their rivals have gained, by any fuperiority over 
therii. They whom you envy, are themfelves in- 
ferior to others who follow the fame purfuits. For 
how few, how very few, have reached the fummit 
of excellence, in the art or ftudy which they culti- 
vate ? Even that degree of excellence which they 
have attained, how feldom is it allowed to them by 
the world, till after they die ? Public applaufi^^is 
the mod fla£luating and uncertain of all rewardi. 
Admired as they may be, by a circle of their friends, 

they 
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they have to look up to others, who ftand above 
them iiP public opinion; and undergo the fame 
mortifications which you fuflFcr in looking up to 
them. Confider what labour it has coft them to 
arrive at that degree of eminence they have gained ; 
and, after all their labour, how imperfeft their re- 
compence is at laft. Within what narrow bounds 
is their fame confined ? With what a number of 
humiliations is it mixed ? To how many are they 
abfolutely unknown ? Among thofe who know them, 

how many cenfure and decry them ? Attending 

fairly to thefe confiderations, the envious might 
come in the end to difcern, that the fame acquired 
by any accomplifliment of the mind, by al] that 
Ikill can contrive, or genius can execute, amounts 
to no more than a fmall elevation, raifes the pof- 
feffbr to liich an inconfiderable height above the 
crowd, that others may, without difquiet, fit down 
contented with their own mediocrity. 

II. Advantages of fortune, fuperiority in 
birth, rank, and riches, even qualifications of body 
and forni, become grounds of envy. Among ex- 
ternal advantages, thofe which relate to the body 
ought certainly, in the comparative eftimation of 
o.urfelves and others, to hold the loweft place ; as 
in the acquifition of them we can claim no merit, 
but muft afcribe them entirely to the gift of nature. 
Yet envy has often fhewed itfelf here in full malig- 
nity ; though a fmall meafure of refleftion might 
have difcovercd that there was little or no ground 
for Ihis.paflion to arife. It would have proved a 
bleffing to multitudes, to have wanted thofe advant- 
ages for which they arc envied. How frequently, 
for inftance, has beauty betrayed the poiTeflbrs of it 
ihtd many a fnare, and brought upon them many 
^a difafier ? Beheld with fpitcful eyes by thofe who 
are their rivals, they, in the mean time, glow with 

no 



Digitized 



by Google 



Sbrm. XVI. On Envy. 24^ 

no lefs envy againft others by whom they are fur- 
pafled ; while, in the midft of their competitions, 
jealoufies^ and concealed enmities, the fading flower 
is eafily blafted ; fliort lived at the beft ; and trifling, 
at any rate, in comparifon with the higher and more 
lading beauties of the mind. 

But of all the grounds of envy among men, fu- 
periority in rank and fortune is the mofl: general. 
Hence, the malignity which the poor commonly 
bear to the rich, as cngrofling to.themfelves all the 
comforts of life. Hence, the evil eye, with which 
perfons of inferior fl:ation fcrutinife thofe who are 
above them in rank ; and if they approach to thaC 
rank, their envy is generally ftrongefl; againft fuch 
as are juft one ftep higher than themfelves. Alas ! 
my friends, all this envious difquiet^ude, which agi- 
tates the world, arifesfrom a deceitful figure which 
impofes upon the public view. Falfe colours are 
hung out : the real ftate of men is not what it feems 
to be. The order of fociety requires a diftin€iion 
of ranks to take place ; but in point of happinefs, 
all men come much nearer to equality than is com^ 
monly imagined ; and the circumftances which 
form any material difference of happinefs among 
them, are not of that nature which renders them 
grounds of envy. The poor man poffeffes not, it 
is true, fome of the conveniencies and pleafures of 
the rich ; but in return, he is free from many em*, 
barraflments to which they are fubjeft. By the 
fimplicity and uniformity of his life, he is deliver- 
ed from that variety of cares, which perplex thofe 
who have great affairs to manage, intricate plans to 
purfue, many enemies, perhaps, to encounter in the 
purfuit. In the tranquillity of his. fmall habitation, 
and private family, he enjoys a peace which is often 
unknown at courts. The gratifications of nature, 
which are always the moft fatisfaftory, are poffefl'- 
ed by him to their full extent ; and if he be a 

ftranger 
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ft range to the refined pleafures of the wealthy^ he 
is unacnainted alfo with the defire of them, and 
by confequence feels do want. His plain meal fat- 
isfies his appetite, with a reliflh, probably higher 
lbai> that of the rich man, who fets down to his 
luxurious banquet. His fleep is more found ; his 
health more firm ; he knows not what fpleen, 
languor, or Hftleflhefs are. His accuftomed em- 
ployments or labours are not more oppreffive to 
him, than the labour of attendance on courts and 
ihe great, the labours of drefs, the fatigue of amufe* 
menls, the very weight of idlenefs, frequently arc to 
the rich. In the mean time, all the beauty of the 
face of nature, all the enjoyments of domeftic fo- 
ciety, all the gaiety and cheerfulnefs of an eafy 
XBind, arc as open to him as to thofe of the higheft 
rank. The fplendour of retinue, the found of 
titles, the appearances of high refpeft, are indeed 
foothing, for a fhort time, to the great. But be- 
come familiar, they are foon forgotten. Cufiom 
effaces their impreflion. 1 hey fink into the rank of 
"there ordinary things which daily recur, without 
xaifingany fenfationof joy. — Ceafe, therefore^ from 
looking up with difcontent and envy, to thofe, 
whom birth or fortune have placed above you. 
. Adjuft the balance of happinefs fairly. When you 
think of the enjoyments you want, think alfo of 
the troubles from which you are free. Allow their 
juft value to the comforts you poflefs ; and you 
will find reafon to reft fatisfied, with a very moder- 
ate, though not an opulent and fplendid, condition 
of fortune. Often, did you know the whole, you 
would be inclined to pity the Race of thofe whom 
you now envy. 

III. Superior fuccefs in the courfe of worldly 
purfuits, is a frequent ground of etivy. Among 
ail ranks of men, competitions arife. Wherever 
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any favourite objeft is purfued in common, jeal- 
oufies feldom fail to take place among thofe who are 
equally defirous of attaining it ; as in that ancient 
inftance of envy recorded of Jofeph's biethren, 
who hafed their brother^ becaufe their father loved 
him more than all the reji*. ,1 could eafily bear/* 
fays one, ** that fome others fhould be more repu- 
table or famous, fliould be richer or greater than I. 
It is but juft, that this man fhould enjoy the diftinc- 
tion to which his fplendid abilities have raifed him. 
It is natural for that man, to command the refpeft 
to which he is intitled by his birth or his rank. 
But when I, and another, have ftarted in the race 
of life, upon equal terms, and in the fame rank ; 
that he, without any pretenfion to uncommon merit, 
ihould have fuddenly fo faroutftripped me ; Ihoqld 
have engroffed all that public favour to which I am 
no lefs intitled than he ; this is, what I cannot bear ; 
my blood boils, my fpirit fwells with indignation, at 
this undeferved treatment I have fuffered from the 
world." Complaints of this nature are often made, 
by them who feek tojuftify theenvy whichthey bear 
to their more profperous neighbours. But if fuch 
perfons wifti not to be thought unjuft, let me de- 
fire them to inquire, whether they have been alto- 
gether fair in the comparifon they have made of 
their own merit with that of their rivals ; and wheth- 
er they have not themfelves to blame, more than the 
world, for being left behind in the career of fortune. 
The world is not always blind or unjuft, in confer- 
ring its favours. Inftances indeed, fometimes, oc- 
cur, of deferving perfons prevented, by a^ucceflion 
of grofs incidents, from rifing into public accept- 
ance. But in the ordinary courfe of things, merit, 
fooner ^r later, receives a reward, while the greater 
part of hien's misfortunes and disappointments can 
generally, be traced to fome mifconduft of their 

own, 
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own. Wifdom hringtthto honour : 7'he hand of the 
diligent maketh rick ; and^ it has been faid^ not aL 
tegether without reafon, that, of his own fortune 
in life, every man is the chief artificer. If Jofeph 
was preferred by the father to all his brethren, hi^ 
fubfequent condu£): fliowedhow well he merited the 
preference. 

Suppofing, however, the world to have been un- 
juft, in an uncommon degree, with regard to you^ 
this will not vindicate malignity and envy towards 
a more profperous competitor. You may accufe 
the world ; but what reafon have you to bear ill 
will to him, who has only improved the favoar 
which the world fhowed him ? If, by means that 
are unfair^ he has rifen, and, to advance himfelF, 
has afted injurioufly by you, refentment is juftifi* 
able ; but, if you cannot accufe him of any fuch 
improper conduft, his fuccefs alone gives no fanc* 
tion to your envy. You, perhaps, preferred the 
enjoyment of your eafe, to the ftirs of a buty, or to 
the cares of a thoughtful, life. Retired from the 
world, and following your favourite inclinations, 
you were not always attentive to feize the oppor- 
tunities, which offered for doing juftice to your 
chara6ler, and improving your fituation. Ought 
you then to complain, if the more a6live and labo- 
rious have acquired what you were negligent to 
gain ? Gonfider, that if you have obtained lefs pre- 
ferment, you have poffeffed more indulgence and 
cafe. Confider, moreover, that the rival to whom 
you look up with repining ^ytSy though more for- 
tunate in the world, may perhaps, on the whole, 
not be more happy than you. He has all the vi- 
ci^Rtudes of the world before him. He may have 
much to encounter, much to fuffer, from which 
you are proteQed by the greater obfcurity of your 
ftation. Every fituation in life, has both a bright 
and a dark fide. Let not your attention dwell only 
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on what is bright on the fide of thofe you tnvy^ and dark 
on y opr own. But, bringing into view both fides of your 
refpe&ive conditions^ eftimate fairiythefumof felicity^ 

Thus I have fuggefl:ed feveral cohfiderations^ for e^ 
vincing the unreafonablenefs of that difquietude which 
envy raifes in our breafts ; confiderations^ which tend 
at leafl; to mitigate and allay the workings of this ma-, 
lignant paffion^ and which^ in a fober mind^ ought to-, 
t^iy to extinguifii it. The fcope of the whole has been^ 
to promote, in every one, contentment with his own 
(late. Many arguments of a difierent nature may be 
employed againft envy ; fome taken from its finful and 
criminal nature ; fome, from the mifchiefs to which it 
gives rife in the world ; others, from the mifery which 
itproduces to him whonourifhes thisviperin hisbofom^ 
But, undoubtedly, the moft efficacious arguments, are 
fuch as {how, that the circumftances of others, compared 
with our own, afford no ground for envy. The miflak^ 
en ideas which are entertained, of the high importance 
of certain worldly advantages and diflin6lions, form the 
principal caufe of our repining at our own lot, and en- 
vying that of others. To things li^ht in themfelves, our 
imagination has added undt^e weight. Did we allow 
refleftion and wifdom to correft the prejudices which 
we have imbibed, and to difperfe thofe phantoms df 
our own creating, the gloom which overcafls us would 
gradually vanifh. Together with returning content-^ 
ment, the fky would clear up, and every objeft brightett 
around us. It is in the fullen and dark fhade of difcon- 
tent, that noxious paflions, like venomous animals^ 
breed and prey upon the heart. 

En V Y is a paffion of fo odious a nature, that not only it 
is concealed as much as poffiblefrom the World^but every 
man is glad to diflfemble the appearances of it to his own 
heart. Heilce,it is apt to grow upon him unpcrceived. 
Let him who is defirous to keep his heart chafle and 
pure from its influence, examine himfelf ftriSly on 
Vol. IL Q thofe 



Digitized 



by Google 



^So i>ni:mf. Ser'm. XVI. 

there di rpbiilidh's Wtiich Be htm tOV^rds his pf-ofjs^rous 
neighbours. Goes he ever Vieti^, with fecf el uneaJSners, 
the merit of 6thert fifing into hbtic6 and diilin^ion ? 
. Does he hearthdr pratfes with Unwilling eltf ?. Ikl^ he 
feel an inclination to depreciate what he dar^s n€>t op- 
enly blarhe ? When obliged to commend^ dots bis cold 
and awkward approbation iiifitiuate his belief of fome 
unknown defers iti the applauded charader ? From 
fuch fjritiptoms as thefe, he may infer that the difeafe of 
envy i^ forming ; that the ppifoa is beginning to fpread 
its itifedidn ever his heart. 

The caufes that nouritti envy are principally two; 
and two which, very frequently, operate in conjun^ion; 
thefe are. pride and indolence. The connexion of 
pride with envy, is obvious and direfl. The high value 
which the proud fet on their own merit, the unreafona- 
ble claims which they form on the world, and the injuC- 
tice which they fuppofe to be done to them by any 
preference given to others, are perpetual fources, firft 
of difcontent^ and next of envy. When indolence is 
joined to pride, the difeafe of the mind becomes more 
inveterate and incurable. Pride leads men to claim 
more than they deferve. Indolence prevents them from 
obtaining^ what they might juftly claim. Difappoint- 
ments follow ; and fpleen, malignity, and envy, rage 
v/ithin them. The proud and indolent are always en- 
vious. * Wrapt up in their own importance, they fit 
ftill, and repine, becaure others are more profperous 
than thev ; while, with all their high opinion of them- 
felves.they have done nothing either to deferve^ or to 
acquire, profperity. As, therefore, we valUe our virtue, 
or our peace, Ictus guard agaitift thefe two evil difpo- 
fitions of mind. Let us be modeft in our efteem, and 
bv diligence andinduftry, ftudy to acquire the efteem 
of others. So fliall we ftiut up the avenues that lead 
tomatiy a bad paffion ; and (hali iearn, in p>hatfo€Vlir 
Jtatc we ^rt^ therewith to be contents 

Finally, 
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Finally, in order to fubdue envy, let us bring of« 
ten into view thofe religious confiderations which regard 
us partici;larly as Chriftians. Let us remember how 
unworthy we are in the fight of God ; and how much 
the bledings which each of us enjoy, are beyond 
what we deferve. Let us nouil'ifh, reverence and fuh- 
miflion to that Divine Government, which has 
appointed to every one fuch a condition in the world 
as is fitteft for him to poffefs. Let us recoUeft how 
oppofite the Chriftian fpirit is to envy ; and what 
facred obligations it lays upon us,[ to walk in love 
and charity towards one another. Indeed, when we 
refleft on the many miferies which abound in hu- 
man life ; on the fcanty proportion of happinefs which 
any man is here allowed to enjoy j on the fmall diflFer- 
ence which the diverfity of fortune makes on that fcanty 
proportion ; it is furprifing that envy fhould ever have 
been a prevalent paflioa among men, muQh mor^ that 
it fhould have prevailed among Chriftians. Where fp 
much is fuffered in commQn,littIe room is left for envy. 
There is more occafion for pity and fympathy, and in* 
clination to aflift each other. To our own good endea.. 
vours for reftifying our difpofitions, let us not forget to 
to add ferious prayers to the Author of our being, that 
he who made the heart of man, and knows all its infirm- 
ities would thoroughly purify our hearts from a paflGoa 
fo bafe, and fo criminal, as envy. Create in me, God^ 
a clean heart ; and renew a right fpirit within me. 
Search me, and know my heart. Try me, and know my 
thoughts. See if there be any wicked xv(Ly in ifie^ and 
lead me in the way everlajling^. 

• Pf. H. xp ; cxxxix. 23, ^4. 
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SERMON XVIL 
On Idleness* 



MATTHEW, XX. 6. 

-— — TTAy Jlaniyc here all the day idle ? 

XT is an obfervation which naturally occurs, and 
has been often made, that all the reprefentations of the 
Chriflian life in fcripture are taken from aftive fcenes ; 
from carrying on a warfare, running a race, ftriving to 
enter in at a ftrait gate, and, as in this context, labour- 
ing in a vineyard. Hence the conclufion plainly fol- 
lows, that various aftive duties are required of the 
Chriflian ; and that floth and indolence are inconfift- 
ent with his hope of heaven. 

But it has been fometimes fuppofed, that induftry, 
as far as it is matter of duty, regards our fpiritual con- 
cerns and employments only ; and that one might be 
very bufy as a Chriftian, who Was very idle as a man. 
Hence, among fome denominations of Chriftians, an 
'opinion has prevailed, that the perfe£lion of religion 
was to be found in thofe monaftic retreats, where every 
aflive funftion of civil life was totally excluded, and the 
whole time of men filled up with exercifes of devotion. 
They who hold fuch opinions proceed on the fuppofi- 
tion,that religion has little or no concern with the or- 
dinary afiFairs of the world ; that its duties ftand apart 
by themfelves ; and mingle not in the intercourfe 
which men have with one another. The perfcft Chrif- 
tian 
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tiaQ was imagined to live a fort of angelic life, fequeC 
teredfrom the bufinefs orpleafures of this contempti-. 
blc ftale. The gofpel, on the contrary, reprefents the 
religion of Chrifl; as intended for the benefit of human 
fbciety. It aifumes men as engaged in the bufinefs of 
a£live life ; and dire£ls its exhortations, accordingly, to 
all ranks and ftations ; to the magiftrate and the fub« 
jeft, to the mafter an,d the fervant, to the rich and the 
poor, to them that buy and thctn that fell^^them that ufe 
and them that abuft the world. Some duties, indeed^ 
require privacy and retreat. But the moft important 
muft be performed in the midfl: of the world, where we 
are commanded to Jhine as light s^^nd by our good works 
to glorify our Father which is in heaven. This world, 
as the context reprefents it, is God*s vineyard, where 
each of us has a talk afOgned him to perform: I n every 
ftation, and at every period of life, labour is required. 
At the third, the fixth, or the eleventh hour, we are 
commanded to work, if we would not incur, from the 
great Lord of the. vineyard, this reproof, fFhyJiandye 

here all the day idle ? We, may, I confefs, be bufy 

about many things, and yet be found negligent of the 
One thing needJuL We may be very aftive, and, withal, 
very ill employed. But though a perfon may be in« 
duftrious without being religious, I mufl at the fame 
time admonifh you, that no man can be idle without 
being finful. This I (hall endeavour to Ihow in the 
fequel of the difcourfe ; wherein I purpofe to reprove 
a vice which is too common among all ranks of men. 
Superiors admonifh their inferiors, and parents tell 
their children, that idlenef$ is the mother of every fin ; 
while, in their own praftice, they often fet the example 
of what they reprobate feverely in others. I fhall ftudy 
to (how, that the idle man is, in every view, both fooU 
ifh and criminal ; that he neither lives to God ; nor 
lives to the world j nor lives to himfelf. 

I. He lives not to God. The great and wife Crea- 
tor certainly does nothing in vain. A fmall meafure 
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eCreflt^on might convince eveiy one, that for ibine 
iifefttl purpofc he was fent into the world* The nature 
4f man bears no nutrk of infignificancjr, or ncgle£l. 
He is placed at the head of all things here bdow. He 
is fumiihed with a great preparation <^ faculties and 
powers. He is enlightened by reafon with many im- 
portant difcoveries ; even taught by revelation to coa- 
£der himfelf a3 ranfomed, by the death of Chrift, from 
mifery ; and intended to rife, by gradual advances, to 
a ftill higher rank in the univerfe of God. In fuch a 
fituation, thus diftinguiChed, thus favoured and aflifted 
hy his Creator, can be hope to be forgiven, if he aim 
at no improvement, if he purfue no ufeful de&gn,Uve 
for no other purpofe but to indulge in flotb, to con- 
fum* the fruits of the earth, and to fpend his days in a 
dream of vanity ? EKifience is afacred truft ; and be 
who thus miremploys, and fquanders it away, is treach- 
erous to its Author. — Look around you, and you will 
beheld the whole univerfe full of adive powers. A6lioa 
js, to fpeak fo, the genius of nature. By motion and 
exertion, the fyftem of being is preferved in vigour. 
hy its different parts always ading in fubordinationone 
to another, the perfeflion of the whole is carried on. 
The heavenly bodies perpetually revolve. Day and 
flight inceflantly repeat their appointed courfe. Con-.- 
iinual operations are going on in the earth and in the 
waters. Nothing Hands ftill. All is alive, and ftirring 
throughout the univerfe.-^In the midft of this animau 
ed and bufy fcene, is man alone to remain idle in this 
place ? Belongs i( to him, to be the fole inadive and 
(lothful being in the creation, when he has Co much 
allotted him to do ; when in fo many various w^ys be 
might improve his own nature ; might advance the 
glory of the God who made him ; at^ contribute his 
part to the general good ? 

Hardly is there any feeling (rf the human heartmore 
natural, or more univerfal, than that of our being ac- 
countable to God. \t is, what the moft profligate can 
never totally erafe. Almoft all nations have agreed in 
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the beU^, tb^t there is to con^e fome pfirio^j wbeo the 
Alxnigbty wiUa^ as the judge of his creature^, Piefenn 
tim^Q(s of \h\$M worj; in every bread. (^Jo^fcienct has 
already eroded a tribunal^ OP which it anticipates the 
fentcnce )ybich at that period fhall be paifed. Before 
thi^ tribunal let us foni^tirne^ plac^ ourfelve^ in ferious 
tho^ght^ and coniider what account w^ 2|re pr^p^red 
to give of Qur ^opduS to }^\xn who made us. *^ I 
placed yPU," the great Judge may then l?e fnppof€4 
to fay, **in a ftation where you had many pccafions for 
a^ion, and many opportunities of improvement. You 
were ^ught, apd you knew, your diity. Throughout 
a coqrfe of years I continued your life. I furrounded 
you with friends to whom ypu might be ^feful. I gave 
you health, eafe, leifure, and various advant3ges of 
iituation.-r-Where are the fruits of thofe talents which 
you poirefTed ? What good have you done with them 
to yoi^rfelve^ ? what good to others ? How have yoi* 
filled up your place, or anfwered your deftination, in 
the world ? Produce fome evidence, of your not hav* 
ingexifled altogether iri vain.*' — Let fucb as are now 
xpere blanks in the world, and a burden to the earth, 
think what anfwer they will give to thofe awful 
qu^Ilions. 

II. The idle live not to the world, and their fellow 
creatures around them, any more than they do to God. 
Had any man a title to (land alone, and to he indepen- 
dent of his fellows, he might then confider himfelf as 
at liberty to indulge in folitary eafc and floth, without 
being refponfible to others for the manner in which he 
chofe to Jive. But, on the face of the earth, there is 
no fuch perfon, from the king on his throne, to the 
beggar in his cottage. We are all connefted with one 
another, by various relations ; which create a chain of 
mutual dependence, reaching from the higheft to the 
loweft ftation in fociety. The order r^nd happinefs <rf 
the world cannqt be maintained, without perpetual cir^ 
culationof a£live duties and offices, which all are called 
Q4 • ^ "Pon 
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Bpon to perform in their turn. Superiors are no more 
independent of their inferiors^ than thefe inferiors are 
of them. Each have demands and daims upon the 
other ; and he, who in any fituation of life refufes to 
z63t his part, and to contribute his ihare to the general 
itock of felicity, deferves to be profcribed from fodety, 
as an unworthy member. Jf any man will not work, 
fays the Apoftle Paul, neither fiould he eai^. If he 
will do nothing to advance the purpofes of fodety, he 
has no title to enjoy the advantages of it. 

It is fometimes fuppored,that induftry and diligence 
are duties required of the poor alone, and that riches 
confer the privilege of being idle. This is fo far from 
being juftified by reafon, how often foever it may ob- 
tain in fa6l, that the higher one is raifed in the world, 
his obligation to be ufeful is proportionably incrcafcd. 
The claims upon him,from various quarters, multiply. 
The fphere ofhis a6live duties widens on every hand. 
Even fuppofing him exempted from exerting himfclf 
Jnbchalf of his inferiors, fuppofing the relation between 
fiiperiors and inferiors aboliflied, the relation among e- 
quals mull ftill fubfift. If there be no man, however 
high in rank, who (lands not frequently in need of the 
good offices of his friends, does he think that he owes 
nothing to them in return ? Can he fold his arms in 
fclfifti indolence, and expefl: to be fervedby others, if 
he will not exert himfelf in doing fervice to any ? 
! — Were there no other call to induftry, but the rela- 
tion in which t\t.ry one (lands to his own family, the 
lemembrapce of this alone (hould make the man of 
idlenefs blu(h. Pretends he to love thofe with whom 
he is connefted by the deareft ties, and yet will he not 
Ibeftir himfelf for their guidance, their fupport, or their 
advancement in the world ? How immoral, and cruel, 
IS the part he afts, who flumbers in fenfual eafie, while 
the wants and demands of a helplefs family cry aloud, 
but cry in vain, for his vigorous exertions ? Is this a 
lipfband, is this a father, that deferves to be honoured 
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with thofe facred names ? How many voices will be 
lifted op againft him at the laft day ! Let fuch perfoha 
remember the awful words of fcripture, and tremble. 
It is written in the Firft Epiftle to Timothy, the fifth 
chapter, and eighth verfe, Jf any provide not /or his 
own^ and efpcciallyfor thofe of his own boufe, he hath 
denied the faiths and is worfe than an infidel. 

III. The idle man lives not to himfelf, with any 
more advantage than he lives to the world. It is in. 
deed on a fuppofition entirely oppofite, that perfons 
of this charadier proceed. ' They imagine that, how 
deficient foever they may be in point of duty, they at 
kaft confult their own fatisfaftion. They leave to 
others the drudgery of life ; and betake themfelves, as 
they think, to the quarter of enjoyment and eafe. Now, 
in contradiction to this, I aflfert, and hope to prove, that 
the idle man, firft, (huts the door againft all improve- 
ment ; next, that he opens it wide to every deftru6live 
fdly ; and, laftly, that he excludes himfelf from the 
true enjoyment of pleafure. 

First, He (huts the door againft improvement of 
every kind, whether of mind, body, or fortune. The 
law of our nature, the condition under which we are 
placed from our birth, is, that nothing good or great is 
to be acquired, without toil and induftry. A price is 
appointed by Providence to be paid for every thing ; 
and the price of improvement, is labour. Induftry 
may, indeed, be fometimes difappointed. The race 
may not be always to thefwift^ nor the battle to theflrong. 
But, at the fame time, it is certain that, in the ordinary 
courfe of things, without ftrength, the battle cannot be 
gained ; without fwiftnefs, the race cannot be run with 
fuccefs. In all labour , fays the wife man, there is profit ; 
but the foul of thefluggard deftreth, and hath nothing*. 
If we confult either the improvement of the mind, or 
the health of the body, it is well known that exercife is 

the 
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tae great inftrument of pramoticg both. Sloiji ^n- 
tsehlci equally the bodUy and the mental pQwer3. As 
in the animal fyftem it engenders difcafe, fo 9p tfce 
fffccuUies of the foul it brings a fatal ruft,, which corrodes 
and waftes them ; which, in a fhort time, reduces th^ 
brigbteft genius to the fame level with the meaneft un- 
ierllanding. The great differences which take place 
among men, are not owing to a diftin6iion, that nature 
has made in their original powers, fo much as tp the 
fuperior diligence with which fome have improve4 
tbefe powers beyond others. To no pi^rpofe do wfi 
poffefs the feeds of many gneat abilities, if they are fuf^ 
fered tolie dormant within us. It is sot the latent 
poflefQon^ but the a£live exertion of them, which gives 
them merit. Thoufands whom indolence has funk 
into contemptible obfcurity, might have come forward 
to the higheft diftin£iion,if idlenefs had not fruftrated 
the cfFed of all their powers. 

Inftead of going on to improvement,, ^U things go lo 
decline, with the idle man. His cbarafler falls into 
contempt. His fortune it confumed. Diforder,^ con^ 
fufion, and embarraffment, qiark his ^ole fituation, 
Obfcrve in what lively colours the ftate of bis. affairs 
is defcribed by Solompii. / went by the field of the 
Jloth/ul, and hy the vineyard of the man void oj under- 
Jl ending : And lo / it was all grown over with thorns ; 
and nettles had covered the face thereof ; and the fione 
wall thereof was broken down. Then I Jaw and eonfider" 
ed it well : I looked upon it, and received infiruSfion^. 
In the midft, too, of thofe diftreffes Which idlenefs 
brings on its votaries, they muft fubmit to innumerable 
mortifications, which never fail to attend their ihame. 
ful conduft. They muft reckon, on feeing themfelves 
contemned by the virtuous and wife, and flighted by 
the thriving part of mankind. They muft expe6l iQ be 
left behind by every competitor for rank or fortune. 
They will be obliged to humble themfelves before per- 
fons> now far their fuperiors in the world, wliom, once, 

they 
• Pror. xxiv. 30, 31^ |a. 
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they would have difdained to acknowledge as their e- 
quals. Is it inlfais manner that a man lives to himfelf ? 
Arc thfife the advantages, which were expeded to be 
found in the lap of cafe ? The down may at firft have 
appeared foft : But it will foon be found to cover thorns 
innumerable. How long wtii theujleep^ Jluggard ? 
fVhtn wilt thou arijt out of thyjleep ? Yet a little jlcep ; 
yet a little Jlumber^ a Utile folding of the hands to jlcep. 
So fhall thy poverty come as one that travelleih ; and thy 
want as an armed man*. But this aICo a fmaU part of 
the evils which pcrfons of this defcription bring on 
themfelvcs : For 

In the fecond place, while in this manner they fliut 
the door ag^inft every improvement, they open it wide 
to the jnoft deftruftive vices and follies. The human 
fjoind. cannot remain always unemployed. Its paffions 
tnull have fome cxercife. If we fupply them not with 
proper employment, they are fure to run loofe into 
riot and dilbrder. While we are unoccupied by what 
is good, evil is continually at hand ; and hence it is 
faid in Saipture, that as foon as Sditarx fou7id the houft 
empty y he took pofTeflion, and filled it with evilffiriisf^ 
Every man who recoUefts his conduft, may be latisfied 
that bis hours of idlenefs have always proved the hours 
mpft dangerous to virtue. It was then that criminal 
defiresarofe; guilty purfuits were fuggcfted • and de- 
figns were formed, which, in their iflue, have difquiet- 
ed and embittered his whole life. If feafons of idlenefs 
be dangerous, what mull a continued habit of it prove i 
Habitual indolence, by a filent and fecret progrefs, un^ 
dermines every virtue in the foul. More violent paf- 
fions run their courfe, and terminate. They are like 
rapid torrents, which foam, and fwelJ, and bear down 
every thing before them. But after having overflowed 
their banks, their impetuofity fubfides. They return 
by degrees, into their natural channel ; and the darn^ 
?ge which they have done, can be repaired. Sloth is 

like 
• Prov. XXIV, 3j, 34, f Matth. xii.44. 
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•like the flowly flowing, putrid Ilrcatn, which ftagnates 
in the marlh, breeds venomous animal^ and poiionous 
plants ; and infers with peftiiential vapours the whole 
country round it. Having once tainted ihe foul, it 
leaves no part of it found ; and^ at the fame time, 
gives not thofe alarms to confcience, . which the erup- 
tions of bolder and fiercer emotions often occafion. 
The difeafe which it brings on, is creeping and infidi- 
ous ; and is, on that account, more certainly mortal. 

One conftant efFefl of idlenefs, is to nourifh the 
paffions, and, qf courfe, to heighten our demands for 
gratification ; while it unhappily withdraws from us 
the proper means of gratifying thefe demands. If the 
defues of the induftrious man be fet upon opulence 
or rank, upon the conveniencies or the fplendour of 
life, he can accomplifh his defires, by methods which 
are fair and allowable. The idle man has the fame 
defires with the induftrious, but not the fame refources 
for com{>afling his ends by honourable means. He 
muft therefore turn himfelf tofeek by fraud, or by vio- 
lence, what he cannot fubmit to acquire by induftry. 
Hence, the origin of thofe multiplied crimes to which 
idlenefs is daily giving birth in the world ; and which 
contribute fo much to violate the order, and to difturb 
the peace of fociety. In general, the children of idle- 
nefs may be ranked under two denominations or claffes 
of men ; both of whom may, too juftly, be termed, 
The children of the divil. Either, incapable of any 
effort, they are fuch as fink into abfolute m^annefs of 
cbarafter, and contendedly wallow with the drunkard 
and debauchee, among the herd of the fenfual ; until 
poverty overtake them, or difeafe cut them off : Or, 
they are fuch as, retaining fome remains of vigour, are 
impelled, by their paflions, to venture on a defperate 
attempt for retrieving their ruined fortunes. In this 
cafe, they employ the art of the fraudulent gamefter 
to enfnare the unwary. They iffue forth with the high- 
wayman to plunder on the road ; or with the thief and 
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the robber, they infeft the city by night. From thb 
dafs, our prifons are peopled * and by them the feat- 
fold is furnifhed with thofe melancholy admonitions^ 
which are fo often delivered from it to the crowd,— 
Such are frequently the tragical, but well known, con- 
fequences of the vice againft which I now warn you. 

In the third, and laft place, how dangerous foe ver. 
idlenefs may be to virtue, are there not pleafurcs, it 
may be (aid, which attend it ? U there not ground to. 
plead, that it brings a releafe from the oppreffive cares 
of the world ; and fooths the mind with a gentle fatis. 
fa£tion, which is not to be found amidfl; the toils of a 
bufy atnl a£live life ? This is an advantage which, leaft 
of aU others, we admit it to poffefs. In behalf of incef^ 
fant labour, no man contends. Occafional releafe from 
toil, and indulgence of eafe, is what nature demands, 
and virtue allows* But what we affert is, that nothing 
is fo great an enemy to the lively and fpirited enjoy- 
znent of life, as a relaxed and indolent habit of mind. 
He who knows not what it is to labour, knows not 
what it is to enjoy. The felicity of human life de- 
pends on the regular profecution of fome laudable pur- 
pofe or objeft, which keeps awake and enlivens all our 
powers. Our happinefs confifts in the purfuit, much 
uiore than in the attainment, of any temporal good. 
Reft is agreeable ; but it is only from preceding labours 
that reft acquires its true relilh. When the mind is 
fuffered to remain in continued inafltion, all its powers 
dgcay<t v 1 1 foon languifhes and fickens; and the plea- 
fures wHKh it propofed to obtain from reft, end in 
tedioufnefs and infipidity. To this, let that miferable 
fet of men bear witnefs, who, after fpending great part 
of their life in aftive induftry, have retired to what 
they fancied was to be a pleafing enjoyment of them- 
felves, in wealthy inaftivity, and profound repofe. — 
Where they expefted to find an elyfium, they have 
found nothing but a dreary and comfortlets wafte. — 
Their days have dragged on, in uniform languor ; 
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with ihe melancholy remembrance often retaraitig, of 
the cheerful hours they paflfed, trhen they ivere eagag« 
ed in the honeft bufinefs and labours of the world. 

We appeal to every one who has the lead knowledge 
or obrer\'ation of life, whether the bufy, or the idle, 
have the mod agreeable enjoyment of themfelves ?-** 
Compare them in their families. Compare them ia 
the focieties with which they mingle ; and remark, 
which of them difcover mod checrfalnefs and gaiety ; 
which poflefs the moft regular flow of fpirits - whofe 
temper is moft equal ; whofe good humour, moft un- 
clouded. While the aflive and diligent both enliven 
and enjoy, focicty, the idle are not only a burden to 
themfelves, but a burden to thofe with whom they are 
connefted ; a nuifance to all whom they opprefs with 
their company. On whom does time hang fo heavy, 
as on the flotHful and laiiy ? To whom are the hours 
fo lingering ? Who are fo often devoured with fpecn, 
and obliged to fly to every expedient which can help 
them to get rid of themfelves ? Inftead of producing 
tranquillity, indolence produces a fretful reftlcffncfs 
of mind; gives rife to cravings which are never fatis- 
fied ; nouriflies a fickly effeminate delicacy, which 
lours and corrupts every pleafure. 

Enough has now been faid to convince every think- 
ing perfon, of the folly, the guilt, and the raifery, of an 
idle ftate. Let thefe admonitions ftir us up, to exert 
ourfelves in our different occupations, with that virtuous 
aftivity which becomes men and Chriftians. Let us 
arife from the bed of floth ; dillribute our time with 
attention and care ; and improve to advantage the op- 
portunities which providence has beftowed. The ma- 
terial bufinefs in which o^r feveral Rations engage us, 
may often prove not fufficient to occupy the whole of 
our time and attention. In the life even of bufy men, 
there are frequent intervals of leifure. Let them take 
care, that into thefe, none of the vices of idlenefs creep. 
Let fome fecondary, fome fubfidiary employment, of 
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fair and laudable kind, be always at hand to fill up 
tbofe vacant fpaces of life, which too many aflign, either 
to corrupting amufeWenf^, or t^ mete ii4&£):i6in. We 
ought nev^r to forget, that entire idlenefs always bor- 
ders, cither on mifery, or on gyilt. 

At the fame time, let the courfe of our employ- 
ments be ordered in fuch ajnanner, that in carrying 
them on, we may be alfo promoting our eternal in- 
tereft. With the bufinefs of the world, let us properly 
intermix the exercifes of devotion. By religious duties^ 
and virtuous anions, let us Hudy to prepare ourfelves 
for a better world. In the midft of our labours for 
this life,iti« frex^^rlto be foiigottcQ^ ihat we muft jirjl 
Jttktht kingdom of God, and his right€0ufnefs;2Lndgivc 
diligence to make onr calling and eUSion/uri^ Other- 
wife, how active foev^r we may feem to be, oUf whole 
adivity will prove only a laborious idlenefs : We Ihaii 
appear, in tlie end, to have been bufy to no purpofe, dr 
to a purpofe worfe than none. Then only we fulfil 
the propet charafter of Chriftians, when we joirt that 
pious zeal which becomes us as the fervants of Cod^ 
with that induftry which is required of us, as good mem- 
bers of fociety ; when, according to the exhortation ctf 
the Apoftle, we are found notjlothful in bujtnefs, and^ 
at the fame time, fervent in fpirit,ferving the Lord*. 
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S E R M O N XVim 
On the Sense of the Divine Presence* 



PSALM, IxxHi. 23. 
-/ am continually rvith tkce> 



Wi 



£ live in a world which is full of th.e divine 
prefence and power. We behold every where around 
lis the traces of. that fupreme goodnefs which enlivens 
and fupports the univerfe. Day utter eth fpeech of it to 
day ; and night Jhewtth knowledge 0/ it to night. Yct^ 
furrounded as we are with the perfections of God, 
meeting him wherever we go, and called upon by a 
thoufand objedls, to confefs his prefence, it is both the 
misfortune and the crime of a great part of mankind, 
that they are ftrangers to Him in whofe world they 
dwell. Occupied with nothing but their purfuits of 
intereft and pleafure, they pafs through this world, as 
though God were not there. The virtuous and rc- 
fleding are particularly diftinguifhed from the giddy 
and diflblute, by that habitual fenfe of the divine pre- 
fence which charadlerifes the former. To them, noth- 
ing appears void of God. They contemplate his perfec- 
tions in the works of nature ; and they trace his Prov- 
idence in the incidents of life. When retired from the 
world, he often employs their meditation. When en- 
gaged in aftion, he always influences their conduS. 
Wherever a pious man is, or whatever he does, in the 
ftyle of the text, he is continually with God^ 
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The happy effed of this fentiment on the hearty is 
fully difplayed ia the context* We fee it allaying ^11 
the difquiet which the Pfalmift^in the preceding verfes^ 
defcribes hitnfelf to have fuffered on account of the 
profperity of the wicked. The firft refledlion which 
reftored tranquillity to his mind, was the remembrance 
of the prefence of God. Neverihclefs, I am continually 
toilh thee ; thou hafi holdin me by my right hand. He 
became fenfible, that whatever diftrefles the righteous 
might fufferfor a time, they could not fail of being cpm- 
pen fated in the end, by that Almighty Prote^r, 
whofe propitious prefence ever continued to furroiind 
them. Whereupon follow thofe memorable expreffionf 
of his truft and joy in God. Thou Jhalt guide me with 
thy counfel ; and afterward% receive me to glory. Whom 
.have I i^ heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth 
I dejire befides thee. 

There are principally two eflPefls, which thefenfe 
of the divine prefence is fitted to produce upon men. 
One is, to reftrain them from vice ; the other, to en- 
courage their virtue. Its operation, as a check upon 
the finner, is obvious. The perpetual prefence of fo 
powerful and venerable a witnefs, is one of the moft 
awful confideraCions which can be addrelTed to the dif« 
folute. It removes all the fecurity which fecrecy can 
be fuppofed to give to crimes. It aggravates the guilt 
of them,from being committed in face of the Almighty ; 
and has power to ftrike terror into the heart of the 
greateft criminal, in the midd of his mifdeeds. While 
this principle of religion thus checks and terrifies the 
Cnner, it produces alfo another efFefl, that of ftrength- 
ening and comforting the good man, in the pra£lice of 
his duty* It is the influence of the divine prefence on 
good men, which, in confequence of the Pfalmift's fen- 
timent, I purpofc to conGder. To their charader it 
belongs to be continually with God. I (hall endeavour 
to (how the high benefit and comfort which they de« 
rive from fuch a habit of mind ; and (hall, for this 
end, firll confider their internal moral ftate ; and next. 
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view t^iem Is^ftey ^sa^ a^efted by &veral of 4be ex- 
tfrnal aecidentitiiit) £tual^OM ef tife> 

Lkt qs begin. with conGdering them ia their inter* 
nal (late. The belkf ef divine pre(ence ads upoa 
them here^ firft, as ati ihcitement to virtiie. The pre- 
fence of one wiioBi we b^hly efteem and revere, of a 
foveretgn, for inAance, a father, or a friend, whc^e ^ 
probation we are folicitous to gain, is always found to 
exalt the powers of men, to refine and improve their 
behaviour. Hetice, it has been given as a nde by an* 
cient moralifts, that, in order to excel in virtue, we 
ihould pTopdund to ourfelves fome perfon of eminent 
and diftingutfhed worth ; and (houldaccuftom ourfelves 
to ai^, as if he were ftanding by, and beholding us. To 
the efteem and approbation of their fellow creatures, 
none are infenlible. There are few who, in the con- 
fpicuous parts of their life, when they know the eyes 
of the public to be fixed on them, a^ not tbeir part 
with propriety and decorum. But what is the obfcr- 
Vation of the public, what is the ^refence of the great- 
eft or wifeft man on earth, to that preffence of the Divin- 
ity which conftantly furrounds us ? The man whore- 
alifeis to his mind thi« auguft pre fence, feels aconftant 
incentive for acquitting himfelf with dignity. He 
Views himfdlf as placed on an illuftrious theatre. To 
^ij»v€ the Almighty for the fpeSator and witnefs of his 
conduS, is more to him than if the whole world were 
affenlbled to obferve him. Men judge often falfcly, 
always imperfeftly, of what paffes before them. They 
tire impofed on by fpecious appearances ; and the art- 
ful carry away the praife which is due to*the deferving. 
-Evjen flippofing them to judge fairly, we tnay want the 
opportunity of doing juftice to our chara6ler, by any 
proper difplay of it in the fight of the world. Our fit- 
nation may bury in obfcurity, thofe talents and virtues 
whith were entitled to conimand the higheft efteem. 
*Bmlie, in whofe prcfencfe the good man a€ls, is both 
^n irripartial, and an unerring, judge of worth. Nofal- 
iaciotrs appeariances knpofe on him. No fecret virtue 
' is 
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as hidden frpm him* Ije is attentive equaUy to the 
me^meft and the greateft • and his approbation conjfers 
eternal rew-ards. The man, therefore, who fels the Lord 
always fief ore him, is prompted to excel in virtue by 
motives, which are peculiar to himfelf^ and which en- 
gage, on the fide of duty, both honour and intere(l. / 
baue kept thy precepts and thy tejlimoT^es ; for all my 
^ays art before thet*. 

Supposing, however, his virtuous endeavours to 
be faithful, many imperfedions will attend them. A 
faultle(s tenor of unt»lemiflxed life, is beyoqd the reach 
of ma;i. PaOions will fometimes overcome him ; an^ 
ambition or intereft, in an unguarded hour, will turn 
him afide intp eviL Hence he will be afhamed of him- 
felf, and difquieted by a fenfe of guilt and fpUy. In 
this ftate, to which we are often reduced by the weak- 
nefs of human nature, the belief of God's continual 
prefence brings relief to the heart. It a6led before as 
an animatimg principle. It now a8;s.as a principle of 
,CQmfort. In the midfl; of many imperfeftions, a vir- 
tuous man appeals to his Divine witnefs, for the fin- 
ccrity of his intentions. He can appeal to him who 
knows his frame^ that in the general train of his con- 
duS, it is his fl;udy to keep the law of Qod. 

Mere law, among men, is rigid and inflexible. As 
no human lawgiver can look into the hearts of his fub- 
jefts, he cannot, even though he were ever.prefent with 
theqi, eftimate their charafter ex;a6lly. He can make 
.no allowance for particular fituations. He muft pre- 
fcribe the Came tergijs to all whom he rules ; and treat 
all alike, according totheir. outward aftions. But every 
minute diverfity of chara6ler, temper, and fituation, is 
known to God. It is not only from what his fervants 
^o, but from what they feek to do, that he forms his 
judgment of them. He attends to all thofe circum- 
•ftances which render the trial of their virtue, at any 
time, peculiarly hard. He hears the whifper of devo- 
tion as it rifes in the foul. He beholds the tear of 
• Pfaim exit. x6i. contrition 
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contrition which falls in fecret. He fees the good in- 
tention ftruggling in its birth ; and purfues it, in its 
progrefs^ through thofe various obftacles which may 
preventic from ripeninginto aftion. Good men, there- 
fore^ in their Ynoft humbled and dejefted ftatc, draw 
fome confolation from his knowledge of their heart. 
Though they may fometimes have erred from the right 
path, they can look up to him who is ever with them, 
and fay, as an apoftle, who had grievoufly oflFended, 
once faid to his great Mafter, Lord^ thou knowefi all 
things: thou knowefi that Ilovethet*. 

Appealing thus to their omnifcicnt witnefs, they arc 
naturally foothed and encouraged by the hope of his 
clemency. At the fame time, it is the peculiar advan- 
tage of this fentiment of the divine -prefence, that it 
prevents fuch hope from flattering them too much, or 
rifing into undue prefumption. For while it encour- 
ages, it tends alfo to humble a pious man. If it en- 
courage him, by the refleClion on all his good difpofi- 
tions being known and attended to by God, it humbles 
him, by the remembrance, that his Jeer et Jins alfo an 
ever in the light of the divine countenance. So that, by 
dwelling under the fenfe of God being continually with 
us, we keep alive the proper temper of a Chriftian in 
the foul ; humility, without dejection ; fear, mingled 
with hope. We are cheered, without being lifted up. 
We feel ourfelves obnoxious to the all obfervingeye of 
juftice ; but are comforted with the thoughts of that 
mercy which, through Jefus Chrift, the Difcerner of 
all Hearts holds forth to tlie Gncere and penitent. — 
Such are the bleffed efFe6ls which this principle of re- 
ligion produces upon the inward moral ftate of a good 
man. Let us now. 

In the fecond place, confider his external ctrcum- 
cumftances ; and examine the influence which the 
fame principle has upon his happinefs, in fcveral dif- 
ferent fituations of life. 

Let us firft view him in what the world calls profperi- 
ty ; when his circumftances are eafy or affluent, and his 
«]ohnxxi|i7« life 
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life flows in afmooth untroubled ftrcam. Here, it might 
be thought, that a fenfe of the divine prefence could 
operate upon him only, or chiefly, for promoting tern- 
perande/and reftraining the diforders incident to a 
profperous ftate. Valuable cffeSs, indeed, thefe are ; 
and raoft conducive to the true enjoyment of all that 
is agreeable in life. But though it, doubtlefs, does 
exert this falutary influence, yet it flops not there. It 
not only prefei-ves the virtue of a good man amidfl: 
the temptations of pleafure, but it gives to his prof- 
perity a fecurity, and a peculiar relifli, which toothers 
is unknown. He who is without a fenfe of God upon 
his mind, beholds in human afFairs nothing but a per- 
petual fluftuation, and viciffitude of events. He is 
Airrounded with unknown caiifes, which may be work-, 
ing bis deftniflion in fecret. He cannot avoid perceiv- 
ing, that there hangs over him the irrefiftible arm of that 
Providence, whofe difpleafure he has done nothing to 
ftay or avert. But he who in the day of profperity, 
dwells with God, is delivered from thofe dtfquieting 
alarms. He dwells as with a friend and protestor, from 
whom he conceives his bleflings to proceed. He cati 
appeal to him for the thankfulnefs with which he re- 
ceives them ; and for his endeavours to employ them 
well. He trufts that the God whom he ferves will not 
forfake him ; that thegoodnefs which he has already ex- 
perienced, will continue to bicfs him ; and though he 
believes himfelf not exempted from the changes of the 
world, yet, in the midft of thefe, he has ground to hope, 
that fources of comfort and happinefs fliall always be 
left open to him. 

Moreover, the pleafures of life, while they laft, are 
unfpeakably heightened by the prefence of that Ben- 
cfaftor who beftows them. The pleafing emotion of 
gratitude to the giver, mingles with the enjoyment of 
the gift. While to the mere worldly man, the whole 
fr^ime of nature is only a vaft irregular fabric ; and the 
courfe of human affaiis no more than a confufed fuc- 
cefEon of fortuitous events ; all nature is beautified, 
and every agreeab'e iacidei^t is enlivened, to him who 
R 3 beholds 
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beholds God in all things. Hence arife a variety of 
pleafing fenfations, to fill up thofe folitaiy hours» in 
which external profperity fupplies him with no enter- 
tainment. In the fmiling fcenes of nature^ he contem- 
plates the benignity of its author. In its fublime ob- 
je3s, he admires his majefty. In its awful and terri- 
ble ones, he adores his power. He dwells in this 
world as in a magnificent temple, which is full of the 
glory of its founder ; and every where views nature 
offering up its inbenfe to him, from a thoufand altars. 
Such ideas exalt and ennoble the human mind ; and 
reflefl an additional luftre on the brigbtnefs of prof- 
perity. 

From theprofperous, let us next turn to the aflUS- 
ed condition of a good man. For, as profperity may, 
afiSifiion certainly will, atone time or other, be his lot. 
It enters into the appointed trial of his virtue ; and. in 
one degree or other, is the doom df all. Here we fhali 
find various fituations occur, in which no relief is equal 
•to what a virtuous and holy man derives from a fenfe 
of the perpetual prefencc of God. 

Is he, for inftance, thrown into an obfcurc condition 
in the f^rorld, without friends to affift him, or any to 
regard and confider his Hate ? He enjoys the fatisfac- 
tion of thinking that though he may be negle&ed by 
men, he is not forgotten by God. Inconfiderablc as 
he is in himfelf, he knows, that he will not be over- 
looked by the Almighty, amidfl: the infinite variety of 
being, or loft in the immenfity of bis works. The poor 
man can, with as much encouragement as the rich or 
great, lift up his eyes to heaven, arid fay, Ntvtrthtkfs^ 
O Lordy I am continually with thee : Thou holdefi me by 
fny right hand. The gracious prefence of that Supreme 
Being is affefted by no divcrfity of rank or fortune. 
It imparts itfelf alike to all the virtuous and upright; 
like its glorious image, the fun in the firmament, which 
fheds its rays equally -upon the humble cottage, and 
upon the palace of kings. In the prefence of the great 
Lord of heaven and earthy all the diftindions which 
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vanity ba» contrived to mak^ among men^ totally df£. 
appear. All ranks are on one level. The rich and the 
poor here indeed mtet together ; without any other diC 
tmdion than what arifes from ihe heart and the foul. 
The fenfe of tbis^ lifts the poor man above contempt ; 
fapports his fpirits when apt to be deje£led ; and be- 
flows dignity on the part which he a£ts. How incon. 
fidorable foever that part may appear in the eftimation 
of an injudicious worlds it is ennobled, when virtuouf-' 
ly performed, by the approbation of his divine witnefs. 
He can bear with indifference the feorn of the proud,- 
as long as he knows, that there is one higher than the 
bigbeft to regard him. He can enjoy himfelf withplea- 
fure in his mean habitation, becaufe he believes that 
God dwells with him there. The Divine prefence 
cheers to him the mod lonely retreat. It accompanies* 
his fteps to the moft dillant regions of the earth. If 
he fbould be driven into exile from all his friends, and 
obliged to dwell in the uttermoft farts of the Jea, even 
there, God's hand would hold him, and hi^ right hand 
would guide him. Though left without companion or 
friend, he never thinks himfelf defolate, as long as he 
can fay, / am Jiill with God. 

But though raifed abqve obfcurity or poverty, y^t^. 
in any fituation of fortune, calumny and reproach may* 
be the lot of the fervant of God. His good indentions 
may be mifconftrued ; his charafter unjuftly traduc-w 
ed ; and, to the open reviling of enemies, the more 
bitter unkindnefs of friends may foraetimes be joined. 
In this fituation, when wounded in fpirit, and, perhaps^ 
unable to make his innocence appear, to whom (hall 
he have recourfe for defence, to whom make his laft 
appeal, but to that God who is ever preferit with him^ 
and who knoweth his heart ? How frequently, amidft 
the injuftice and oppreflion of the world, hasdiftreffe4 
innocence had no other relief but this ? *^ God is my 
witnefs. God i^ my aveng^er. IJe hath feen it, and 
he will repay.'* A good confcijenee, it is true, is, of 
itfejf^a powerful fupport. But God is Lord of the con- 
R 4 fcience. 
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fcience ; and it is only when connefted with a fenfe of 
Divine prefence and approbation^ that a good confci- 
cnce becomes a fteady principle of fortitude in the 
mind^ under all difcouragenients. Hence, a virtuous 
man poflefles a high degree of independence, both on 
the praife, and on the cenfure of the world. It is 
enough tohimifjwhen undergoing the fame reproaches 
which Job fuflFcred from his miftaken friends, he can fay 
with him, Behold my wiinefs is in heaven^ and my record 
15 on high*. He affefts not to divulge his good deeds 
to the world. He is without concern whether the 
world be acquainted with them or not. He knowcth 
that his Father which is in heaven feeth in fecret ; and 
that his prayers and his alms come up in grateful memo-- 
rial before him. With me, it is a/mall thing to be judged 
c/you^or of man* s judgment ; he thatjudgeth me is the 
Lordf. Hejhall bring forth my righteoufnefs, at laft, 
as the light, and my judgment as the noon day. In this 
confcioufnefs of integrity, he looks down with indiffer- 
ence, as from a fuperior ftation, upon the harfh cen- 
lurcs of a giddy and ignorant world. The fenfe of be- 
ing continually with God diffufes over his foul a holy 
calm, which unjuft reproach cannot difturb. In the 
prefence of that auguft and venerable witnefs, all the 
noife and clamours of men, like the murmurings of a 
diftant ftorm, die away. 

Lastly, Suppofing the charafter of a good man 
to be untainted by reproach, fuppbfing alfohis external 
fituation to be opulent or diftinguifhed ; many, not- 
withftanding, and fevere, are the diftreffes to which he 
xnay beexpofed. Secret griefs may be preying upon 
him ; and his heart left to feed in filence on its own 
bitternefs. He may labour under fore difeafe, and 
difcern his earthly frame gradually mouldering into 
dull. He may be deprived of thofe friends and rela- 
tives who had been the chief comforts of his ftate ; or 
may be obliged to prepare himfelf for taking farewel of 
them for ever. In the midft of thefe various afflifting 
fcenes of human life, no confolation can be more pow- 
♦ Job, xvi. 19. f I. Cor. iv. ^ 4* ^^^^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



SfiRM. XVIII. the Divine Prefence. 273 

erful than what arifes from the prefence of a diviue 
proteftor and guardian, to whom our cafe, with all its 
forrows, is perfeftly known. To himj^ys the Pralmift, 
/ poured out my complaint. J Jberved before him my 
trouble. I looked on my right hand and viewed ; but, 
behold there was no man who cared for my foul. If aid . 
unto thee, Lord^ thou art my refuge. When my f pint 
was overwhelmed within me^ then thou kneweft my path*, 
Weall know, that to communicate Cur grief to a failh-^ 
ful friend, often gives eafc and relief to the burdened 
heart. Such communication we are encouraged to 
make, and fuch relief we may expefl to find, in pouring 
out our heart before that God in whom CGmpoffionsflow* 
We may have no earthly friend to whom we can with 
full confidence difclofe all our forrows ; or we may 
want words in which to exprefs them. But God is the 
fcarcher of all hearts ; and the hearer of all prayers. 
To the fecret anguifh of the fonl, he is no inattentive 
witnefs. Every groan which is heaved from>the labour- 
ing bofom, though heard by no human ear, reaches his 
throne. As he knows our frame, fo he remembers we 
are duft ; and thence light arifes to the upright in dark- 
nej$. For the hope naturally fprings, that this benefi* 
cent being will pity them, as a father pitieth his child^ 
ren ; and in the midfl of thofe diflreffes which the pre- 
fcnt circumRances of man render unavoidable, wiliyini 
ihem help from his fandluary. Surrounded with this 
compaifionate prefence of the Almighty, good men 
never view themfelves as left in this vale of tears, to 
bear, folitary and alone, the whole weight of human 
woe. In their dark, as well as in their bi ighter hours, 
God is with them. Even in that valley of the fhadow 
of death, where no friend, no comforter, can go along 
to aid them, he is with them (lill. In the Uft extremi- 
ty of nature, the rod andflaffofthe Shepherd of Ifrael 
fupport them. 

Thus I have fliown, though in an imperfeft manner, 

what benefits holy men derive from a habitual fenfe 

of the Divine prefence. It animates and (Irengthens 

their virtue. It enlivens and brightens their profper- 

* Pfalm cxlii. 2, 3, 4- ^^Y* 
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ity. Under various forms of adverfity, it aSbrds them 
confolatioD and relief. Such confiderations, undoubt- 
edly, form a ftrong argument in favour of a devout fpi- 
rit, and a virtuous life. But they are confiderations 
which may, probably, be regarded by fome^ as ideal 
and vifionary ; requiring aid from a heated, or an en- 
thufiafl:ic,fancy, in order to give them force. I readily 
admit, that amidft the hurry and turbulence of the 
world, it may be difficult to bring thefe religious fenti- 
ments as fully into view, as is neceffary for their making 
a juft impreffion on the foul. This requires the eflFort 
of an intelligent and feeling mind ; and therefore can. 
not be expefted to be commonly found. To the uq- 
reflefling crowd, nothing appears real, but whatisex* 
pofed to fenf©^ What is invifible, is the fame to them, 
as if he had no exiftence. But by the groffnefs of their 
own conceptions, they have no title to meafure thofc 
of others. While they affeft to treat ail confiderations 
taken frbm the fenfe of the Divine prefence, as vifion- 
ary and enthufiaftic, it can, on the contrary, be dearly 
Ihown, that they are founded on the moft certain and 
unqueftionable principles of reafon. They eflentially 
belong not to revealed only, but to natural, religion. 
Their reality can be denied by none, but thofe who 
deny that God exifts, or that he governs the world. 
For if he exift,he mull undoubtedly pervade and infpeft 
the world which he governs. He mud know whati« 
going on throughout his own univerfc ; and efpccially 
mud know what paffcs within the hearts which he has 
made, and of which he is to judge. To be every where 
prefent, is the attribute of his nature, which, of all others, 
is the moft neceffary to his adminiftration of the uni- 
verfe. This accordingly, is an attribute which all re* 
ligiohs have afcribedto him. All nations have believed 
in it. All focieties appeal to it, in the folemnities of 
an oath, by which they determine controverfics. This 
attribute being once SMiniittcd to belong to the Deity, 
the confequences which I have deduced from it, plainly 
and naturally follow : And every good man has ground 
to fay^ O Lord, I am continually v)iih thee. 

SERMON 
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SERMON XIX. 
On P A t I E N c fe. 



LUKE, xxi. 19. 
In your Patience ^6jfefs ye your fouls. 

X HE pojfejjion of our fouls is a very emphatical 
expreffion. It dclcribes that ftate in which a man has 
both the full command, and the undifturbed enjoy- 
ment, of himfelf ; in oppofition to his undergoing fomfc 
inward agitation which difcompofes his powers. Upoa 
the leaft refleSion it muft appear, how effential fucha 
ftate of mind is to happinefs. He only, who thus 
poffeffeS hisfoul,is capable of poffeffing any other thing 
with advantage ; and in order to attain and prefervc 
this felfpoffeffion, the moft important requifite is^ the 
habitual exercife of patience. 

I know that patience is apt to be ranked by many, 
among the more humble and obfcure virtues ; belong- 
ing chiefly to thofe who groan on a fick bed, or wfio 
languifh in a prifon. If their fituation be, happily, of 
a different kind^ they imagine, that there is no occafion 
for the difcipline of patience being preached to them. 
But I hope to make it appear, that, in every circum^ 
ftance of life, no virtue is more important, both to duty 
and to happinefs ; or more requifite for forming a 
manly and worthy charadier. It is not confined to a 
fituation of continued adverfity.^ Itprincipally,indeed, 
regards the difagreeable circumftances which are apt to 
occur. But in our prefent ftate, the occurrence of thefe 

is 



Digitized 



by Google 



tjS On Patience. Serm. XIX. 

isfo frequent, that, in every condition of life, patience 
is neceffantiy called forth. Profperity cannot be en- 
joyed, any more than adverfity fupported, without it. 
It muft enter into the temper, and form the habit of 
the foul, if we would pafs through the world with tran- 
quillity and honour. What I purpofe is to point out 
fome of the chief occafions on which patience is requir- 
ed ; and to recommend and enforce the exercife of it, 
in order to our pojfejing our fouls. 

I. Patience under provocations. The widecirdc 
of human fociety is diverfified by an endlefs variety of 
chara6lers, dilpofitions, and paffions. Uniformity is, 
in no refpeft, the genius of the world. Every man is 
marked by fome peculiarity which diftinguirties him 
from another : And no where can two individuals be 
found who are exaftly, arid in all refpefts, alike. — 
Where fo much diverfity obtains, it cannot but hap- 
pen, that, in the ijitercourfe which men are obliged to 
maintain, their tempers ftiall often be ill adjufted to 
that intercou rfe ; fliall jar, and interfere with each other. 
Hence, in every ftation, the higheft as well as the low- . 
eft, and in every condition of life, public, private, and 
domeftfc, occafions of irritation frequently arife. We 
are provoked fometimes by the folly and levity of thofe 
with whom we are connefted; fometimes, by their in- 
difference or negleft ; by the incivility of a friend, the 
haughtinefs of a fuperiour, or the infolent behaviour of 
one in lower ftation. Hardly a day paffes, without 
fomewhat or other occurring, which ferves toruflSe the 
man of impatient fpirit. Of courfe, fuch a man lives 
in a continual ftorra. He knows not what it is to enjoy 
a train of good humour. Servants,neighbours, friends, 
fpoufe, and children, all, through the unreftrained vio- 
lence of his temper, become fources of difturbance and 
vexation to him. In vain is affluence ; in vain are 
health and profperit)^ The leaft trifle is fuflBcient to 
difcompofe his mind, and poifon his pleafures. His 
very amufements are mixed with turbulence and 
p^ffion. 

I would 
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I would befeech this man to coniider, of what fmall 
moment the provocations which he receives, or at lead 
imagines himfelf to receive, arc really in themfelves ; 
but of what great moment he makes them, by fuflFering 
them to deprive him of the poffeffion of himfelf. I 
would befeech him to confider, how many hours of 
happinefs he throws away, which a little more patience 
would allow him to enjoy ; and how much he puts it 
in the power of the mod infignificant perfons to render 
him miferable. ** But who can expeft," we hear him 
exclaim, "that he is to polTefs the infenfibility of a 
ftone ? How is it poflible for human nature to endure 
fo many repeated provocations ? or to bear calmly^ 
with fuch unreafonable behaviour ?" — My brother ! 
if you can bear withi no inftances of unreafonable be- 
haviour, withdraw yourfelf from the world. You are 
no longer fit to live in it. Leave the intercourfe of 
men. Retreat to the mountain and the defert ; or fhut 
yourfelf up in a cell. For here, in the mid ft of fociety, 
offences, mufi come. You might as well expeft, when 
you behold a calm atmofphere, and a clear £ky, that 
no clouds were ever to rife, and no winds to blow, as 
that your life was long to proceed, without receiving 
provocations from human frailty. The carelefs and 
the imprudent, the giddy and the fickle, the ungrateful 
and the interelled, every where meet us. They are 
the briars and the thorns, with which the paths of hu- 
man life are, befet. He only who can hold his courfe 
among them with patience and equanimity, he who^is 
prepared to bear what he muft expeft to happen, is 
worthy of the name of a man. 

Did you only preferve yourfelf compofed for a mo- 
ment, you would perceive the infignificancy of mofl 
of thofe provocations which you magnify fo highly. 
When a few funs more have rolled over your head, 
the ftorm will have,of itfelf,fubfided ; thecaufe of your 
prefent impatience and difturbai||e will be utterly for- 
gotten. Can you nor, then, anticipate this hour of 
calmncfs to yourfelf ^ and begin to enjoy the peace 

which 
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which it will certainly bring ? If others have behaved 
improperly^ leave thcim to their ow:n folly, without be- 
coming the vi&im of their caprice^and puniihing your, 
felf on their aqcount.-*-Patience, in this exerdfe pf it, 
cannot be too much fludied by all who wiih their life 
to flow in a fmooth flream. It is the reafon of a man 
in oppoCtion to the,pa(fion of a child. It is the en* 
joyment of peace, in oppofition to uproar and coafu- 
fion. He that hath no rule over his ownfpirit^ is like a 
city that is broken domn^and laithovi walls*. 'rrTbc next 
important ezercife of patience is, 

II. PATiENCEunderdifappointments. ThefewiH 
often happen to the beft and wifell men ; foqietiixies^ 
to the wifeft and beft concerted plans. They may 
happen, too, not through any imprudence pf thofe who 
have devifed the plan, not even through the malicet)r 
ill defign of others ; but merely in cpnleguence of fomc 
of thole crofs incidents of life which could not he fore- 
feen. On fuch occafions, perfons of a warm and fan- 
guine temper are prefently in a ferment. They had 
formed their hopes, as they think, upon tl^e jufteft 
grounds. They had waited long for fuccefs ; and 
borne with many delays. But when their defigns arc 
brought to fo unexpedled an iffue ; when, without 
any fault of their own, they find their hopes finally 
blafted, all patience forfakes them ; they no longer 
poffefs their fouls ; the moft paffionate exclamations 
break forth. " To whom, except to them, could fuch 
a difappointment have happened ? Since the creation 
of the world, was fuch a combination of difaftrous in- 
cidents ever beheld ? Why are they doomed to be fo 
unfortunate beyond all others ?" — Alas ! how unfkil- 
fully have you calculated the courfe of human events ? 
How rafhly and prefumptuoufly had you trufted to 
fuccefs ? To whom was it ever given, to guard againft 
all the viciffitudes, ^ich the &uQ,uaiting J ajhion of the 
world is inceffantly Winging about ? If one friend, to 
whom you looked up, has died, or another has loft his 
* ?rov.*xxv. 28, influence 
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influence and poorer ; if the opinion of the public is 
xrhangcd, and its favour has been withdrawn ; if fomc 
tniftakes have occurred to leffen the good will of a pat^ 
ron on whom you depended ; if^ through the concur- 
rence of thefe, or fuch like cifcumftances, a more for- 
tunate rival has prevailed againft you ; what is there in 
all this^ that differs fromche ordinary lot of man ? Are 
we not, each in his turn, doomed to experience the 
uncertainty of worldly purfuits ? Why, then, aggravate 
our misfortunes by the unreafonable violence of an im« 
patient fpirit i If our deligns have failed through rafiui 
nefs or mifconduft, let us blame ourfelves. If they 
have failed through circumftances which we could not 
prevent, let us fubmit to the fate of man ; and wait^ 
with patience, till a more favourable opportunity fhall 
occur of regaining fuccefs. 

Meanwhile, let us turn to the other fide of the prof- 
pefl ; and calmly confidcr how dubious it was, whether 
the fuccefs which we longed for, would have proved a 
bleffing. ff^ho knoweth what is good /or man in this 
life ? Perhaps, the accomplifhment of our defigns might 
have been pregnant with mifery. Perhaps, from our 
prefent difappointment, future profperity may rife. 
Of fuch unlocked for iffues, we all know there have 
been many examples. Who can tell, whether our cafe 
may not add one to the number ? At any rate, let us 
recoUea, that there is a Supreme Ruler, who difpofes 
of the affairs of men j under whom, all fecond caufes 
work only as fubordinate agents. Looting up to that 
irrefiftible arm which is ftretched over our heads, let us 
be calm ; let us fubmit and adore. Either to defpair or 
torage,underdirappointments,isfinful. By the former, 
weinjureourfelves. By the latter, we infult Providence, 
and provoke its difpleafure to continue. To pojfefs our 
folds in patience is, at once, cur wifdom as men, and 
our duty as Chriftians. The benefits of this virtue 
are fo often reaped in this world,^at good policy alone 
would recommend it to every thinking man. Difap- 
pointments derange,, and overcome, vulgar minds.— 

The 
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The patient and the wife, by a proper improvement, 
frequently make tbem contribute to their high advan* 
tage. — Let me next recommend, 

III. Patience under reftraints. Numerous are 
the reftraints impofed on us, by the nature of the 
human condition. To the reftraints of authority 
and law, all muft fubmit. The reftraints of edu- 
cation and difcipline lie on the young. Confider- 
ations of health reftrain the indulgence of plcafure; 
Attentions to fortune reftrain expcnfe. Regard to 
friends, whom we are bound to pleafe ; rcfpeflt to ef- 
tabliftied cuftoms, and to the opinions of fociety, im- 
pofe reftraints on our general behaviour. There is no 
xnan, in any rank of life, who is always at liberty to a6l 
according as he would incline. In fome quarter or 
other, he is limited by circumftances, that either adu- 
ally confine, or that ought at leaft to confine and re- 
ilrain him* 

Thcfe reftraints, the impatient are apt tofcorn. They 
will needs burft the barriers which reafon had erefted, 
or their fituation had formed ; and without regard to 
confequences, givefr.ee fcope to their prefent wifti. — 
Hence, many dangerous exceffes flow ; much confu- 
fion and mifery are produced in human life. Had 
men the patience to fubmit to their condition, and to 
wait till it ftiould allow them a freer indulgence of their 
defires, they might, in a ftiort time, obtain the power 
of gratifying them with fafety. If the young, for in- 
fiance, would undergo, with patience, the labours cf 
education, they would rife, at a proper period, to hon- 
ours, richesor eafe. If theinfirm would, with patience, 
bear the regulations which their conftitution demands, 
they might regain the comforts of health. If perfons 
of ftraitencd fortune had patience to conform them- 
felves to their circumftances, and to abridge their plea- 
fures, they might, bv degrees, improve and advance 
their ftate. Where^ by cageniefs of temper, and pre- 
cipitancy of indulgence, they forfeit all the advantages 
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Digitized 



by Google 



SjtAJi. XIX. On PatienU^ «8t 

which patience would have procured ; and incur tha 
oppoiite evils to their full extent. 

In the prefent date of human affairs, no lelTon i^ 
xnore neccffary to be learned by all, to be inculcated 
on the young, and to be pradlifed by the old, than that 
of patient fubmiffion to neceffity. For under the laV 
of neceflSty, we are all inevitably placed. No man is^ 
or can be, jJways his own matter. We are obliged, in 
a thoufand cafes, to fubmit and obey. The difcipline 
of patience preferves our minds eafy, by conforming 
them to our date. By the impetuofityof an impatient 
and unfubmitting temper, we fight againtt an uncon- 

Suerable power ; and aggravate the evils we mutt en- 
ure—Another important exercife of the virtue con- 
cerning which we difcourfe, is, 

IV. Patiencs under injuries and wrongs. Td 
thefe, amidft the prefent coofufion of the World, all are 
expofed. No ftation is fo high, no power fo great^ no 
charad:er fo unblemilhed, as to exempt men from be-, 
ing attacked by rattmefs, malice, or envy. To behavd 
under fuch attacks with due patience and moderation, 
is, it muft be confefled, one of the mod trying exercifes 
of virtue. — But, in order to prevent miftakes on this 
fubje£l, it is neceffary to obferve, that a tame fubmiffion 
to wrongs is not required by religion. We arc, by no 
means, to imagine, that religion tends to extinguifli the 
fenfe of honour, or to fupprefs the exertion of a man- 
ly fpirit. It is under a falfe apprehenfion of this kind 
that Chriftian patience is fometimes ftigmatifed in dif- 
courfe as no other than a different name for cowardice^ 
On the contrary, every man of virtue ought to feel 
what is due to his charafter, and to fupport properly 
his own rights. Refentment of wrong, is an ufeful 
principle in human nature ; and for the wifeft purpof- 
es, was implanted in our frame. It is the neceffary 
guard of private rights ; and the great reftraint on thei 
infolence of the violent^ who, if n#refi ftance were made^ 
would trample on the gentle and peaceable. 

Refentment, however, if not kept within due bounds^ 
Vol. iU S is 
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is in hazard of riling into fierce and cruel revenge. It 
is the office of patience, to temper refentmem by reafon« 
In thii view, it is moft properly defcribcd in the text^ 
by a man's pojfeffing his foul ; afting the part whick 
felf defence, which juftice, or honour, require him to 
a6l, without being tranfported out of himfelf by the 
vehemence of anger ; or infifting on fuch degrees of 
reparation as bear no proportion to the wrong that he 
has fuflPered. What proportion, for inftance, is there 
between the life of a man, and an affront received by 
fome ralh expreffion in converfation, which the wife 
would have flighted ; and which, in the courfe of a few 
weeks, would have been forgotten by every one ? How 
fantaftic, then, bow unjuftifiable, are thofe fuppofed 
laws of modern honour, which, for fuch an affront, 
require no lefs reparation than the death of a fellow 
creature ; and which, to obtain this reparation, require 
a man to endanger his own life ? Laws, which as they 
have no foundation in reafon, never received the leaft 
fanflion from any of the wife and poliQied nations of 
antiquity • but were devifed in the darkeft ages of the 
world, and are derived to us from the ferocious bar- 
barity of Gothic manners. 

Nothing is fo inconfiftent with felf poffeffion as vi- 
olent anger. It overpowers reafon ; confounds our 
. ideas ; diftorts the appearance, and blackens the colour 
of every objeft. By the ftorm which it raifes within, 
and by the mifchiefs which it occafions without, it gen- 
erally brings on the paffionate and revengeful tnan, 
greater mifcry than he can bring on his enemy. Pa- 
tience allays this deftruftive tempeft, by making room 
for the return of calm and fober thought. It fufpends 
the blow which fudden refentment was ready to inflift. 
It difpofes us to attend to the alleviating circumftances, 
ivhich may be difcovered in the midft of the wrongs 
we fuppofe ourfelves to have fuffered. Hence it na- 
turally inclines us to the moderate and gentle fide; 
and while it allows 111 proper meafures to be taken, 
both for fafety, and for juft redrefs, it makes way for 
^returning peace Without fome degree of patience 
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exercifed under injuries, human life would be render-n 
ed a date of perpetual hoftility ; offences and retalia-*^ 
tions would fucceed to one another in endlefs train i 
and the world would become a field of blood. — ^Itnow 
remains to recommend, 

V. Pat I E N c E under adverfity and afHiflfon. This 
is the moll common fenfe in which this, virtue is un^ 
derftood ; as it refpeds difeafe, poverty, old age, lofs 
of friends, and the other calamities which are incident 
to human life. Though a man live many years, and 
rejoice in them all, yet let him remember the days ofdark^ 
nefs,for iheyjhall bememy^. The various duties to 
which patience, under this view, gives rife, afford a 
larger fubjedl: to difcourfe than I am at prefent to 
purfue« In genetal, there are two chief exercifes o£ 
patience under adverfity ; one refpe£ling God, and 
another refpe£ling men. 

Patience, with refpeft to God, muff, in the days of 
trouble, fupprefs the rifings of a murmuring and re« 
bellious fpirit. It mull appear in that calm refigna- 
tion to the will of Heaven, which is expreffed in thofe 
pious fentiments of ancient good men : / was dumb t 
I opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didjl it. It is the 
Lord, let him do what feemeth good in his eyes. Shall 
zoe receive good at the hand of the Lord, andjhallwe 
not receive evil alfo ? This is loyalty to the great Gov^ 
crnor of the univerfe. This is that reverence which 
fo well becomes creatures who know they are depend^ 
cnt,andwho muft confefsthemfelvestobefinfuL Such 
a fpirit is fitted to attraft the favour of Heaven ; and 
to bring the fevere vifitation fooner to a clofe. Where^ 
as the llubbom and impatient, who fubmit not them- 
felves to the decrees of the Mod High, require to be 
humbled and fubdued by a continuance of chaftifement. 

Patience in adverfity, with refpeft to men, muft ap- 
pear by the compofure and tranquillity of our behav- 
iour. The loud complaint, thfe querulous temper, 
and fretful fpirit, difgrace every charafter. They 
• Ecclcf. xu s. Ihow 
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flxow a mmdtliat i^umnaoiied by misCartunes,. We 
weaken thereby the fy ropathy of others ; and eftrange 
tliem from the ofEces of kiiadnefs and comfort. The 
exertions of pity will be feeble^ when it is mingled with 
contempt. At the fame time^ by thus weakly yielding 
to adverfity, we allow its weight to bear us down with 
double pTcffure. Patience, by preferving cofnpoftire 
wi^in, rcrfi fts the impreffidn which trouble makes from 
without. By lefaving the mindopen lo evefry confok- 
tic^n, it natui^ly tends to alleviate our burdeu. — To 
maintain a fteady sind unbroken mind, amidft all the 
fiiocks of the world, forms the higheft honour of a 
i^n. Pati^Me, on fiich '^ei^^s^fions, riC^s. to hiagna^ 
»imity. It (bows a great afid noble mind, which isaWc 
lo reft on itfelf, on God, and a good confcience ; which 
can enjoy it feifamidft all evils; and would rather en- 
dure the greateft hardfhips, than fubmit to what was 
difhonourable, in order to obtain relief. This gives 
proof of a ftrength that is derived from Heaven. It 
i« a beam of the immortal light, fliining on the heart. 
Such patience is the ttioft compl-^te triumph of religion 
and virtue ; and accordingly it has ever charafterifcd 
thofe whofe naimes have been tranfmttted with honour 
topofterity. It has ennobled the hero, the faint, and 
the martyr. We are troubled on every fide^, yet not dif- 
trejfed ; we are perplexed^ butnotindefpair ; perfecuttdy 
hut notforjaken ; caft down] but not dejiroyed*. 

Thus I have traced patience through feveral of its 
moll important operations in ciifferent circumflances 
ef life J under provocations ; under difappointments ; 
under rcftraints ; under injuries ; and under afflidlions. 
We now fee, that it is a virtue of univerfal ufe. No 
man, in any condition, can pafs his days with tolerable 
comfort who has not learned to pradice it. His prof- 
perity will be continually difturbed ; and his adverfity 
will be clouded with double darknefs. He will be 
uneafy and tronblefome to all with whom he iscon- 
nefled ; and will be more troublerome to himfelf than 
to any other. — Let me particularly advife thofe who 
* 2 Cor. iv. 8,9. wifh 
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wifli to cultivate fo neceflary a virtue, to begin tbeif 
cultivation of it, on occalions when fmall offences and 
provocatio&s arife. ItlJ a great, |)ut qom^on error 
to imagine, that we are at liberty to give loofe reins to 
temper, among the trivial occurrences of life. No ex- 
cufe for irritation and impatience can be worfe, than 
what is taken from the perfon being inconfiderable, or. 
the incident being flight, which threw usoff our guard. 
With inconfiderable perfoniS we are fujrounded. Of 
flight incidents, the bulk of human life is compofed. 
In the midft of thefe, the ruling temper of the mind 
is formed. It is only by -moderation and felf com- 
mand then acquired, that we can innure ourfelves to 
patience, when the great conjunftures of life fliall put 
it to a feverer trial. If tieglefted then, we fhall after- 
wards folicit its return in vain. If thou haji run with 
footmen, and they have wearied thee, how can/l thou 
cofUend with korfes? and if in the land of peace, wherein 
ihtm trufledfl, they wearied thee, then how will than do- 
in thefwtllings of Jordon^ ? 

In order to aflift us in the acquifition of this grace, 
let us often contemplate that great model of it, which 
is difplayed in the whole life of our Saviour Jefus 
Chrifl:. Whofe temper was ever tried by more fre- 
quent provocations, more repeated difappointments^ 
more flagrant injuries, or more fevere drfl^refs ? Yet^ 
amidil them all, we behold him patiently enduring 
the con tradition of fnners • to their judenefs, oppofing 
a mild and unruffled, though firm, fpirit; and, in the 
caufe of mankind, generoufly bearing with every in- 
dignity. Well might he fay. Learn of me, for lam 
meek and lowly in heart t. Having fuch a high ex- 
ample before our eyes, let ub be aflbamed of thofe Tal- 
lies of impatience which we fo often fuQ'er to break 
forth, in the midft of profperity. By a more manly 
tranquillity and felf command, let us difcover to the 
world, that as men, and as ChriCEians, we have learn- 
ed in patience to pojfefs our fouls. 

• Jcr.xii. 5- t Matlh. xi. 19, SERMON 
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On Moderation. 

P H I L I P P I A N S, iv. 5. 

Lit your Moderation he known unto all Men. 



JL H E prefent ftate of man is neither doomed 
to conftant milery, nor defigned for complete happi* 
nefs. It is, in general, a mixed ftate, of comfort and 
forrow, of profperity and adverfity ; neither brighten, 
cd by uninterrupted funfhine, nor overcaft with per- 
petual fhade ; but fubje£l to alternate fucceflions of 
the one, and the other. While fuch a ftate forbids 
defpair, it alfo checks prefumption. It is equally ad- 
^erfe to defpondency of mind, and to high elevation 
of fpirits. The temper which hefts fuits it, is expreff- 
ed in the text by moderation ; which, as the habitual 
tenor of the foul, the apoftle exhorts us to difcover in 
our whole conduft ; Itt it he known unto all men. This 
virtue confifts in the equal balance of the foul. It 
imports fuch proper government of our paffions and 
pleafures, as ftiall prevent us from running into ex- 
tremes of any kind ; and ftiall produce a calm and 
temperate frame of mind. It chiefly refpefts our con- 
du6l: in that ftate which comes under the defcription 
of eafe, or profperity. Patience, of which I treated 
in the preceding difcourfe, direds the proper regula- 
tion of the mindji under the difagreeable incidents of 

life. 
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life. Moderation determines the bounds within which 
it (hoald remain, when circumftances are agreeable or 
promifing. What I now purpofe is, to point out fome 
of the chief inftances in which Moderation ought to 
take place, and to (hew the importance of preferving it. 

I. Moderation inourwifhes. Theaftivc mind 
of man feldom or never refts fatisfied with its prefent 
condition, how profperous foever. Originally form- 
ed for a wider range of objefls, for a higher fphere of 
enjoyments, it finds itfelf in every (ituation of fortune, 
ftraightened and confined. Senfible of deficiency in 
its date, it is ever fending forth the fond defire, the 
afpiring wifh, after fomething beyond what is enjoyed 
at prefent. Hence^ that reftleffnefs which prevails fo 
generally among mankind. Hence, that difguft of 
pleafures which they have tried 5 that paffion for nov- 
elty J that ambition of rifing to fome degree of emin- « 
ence or felicity, of which they have formed to them- 
felves an indiftinfl idea. All which may be confider- 
ed ^s indications of a certain native, original great- 
nefs in the human foul, fwelling beyond the limits of 
its prefent condition ; and pointing at the higher ob- 
jefts for which it was made. Happy, if thefe lateril 
remains of our primitive (late ferved to dire6i; our wi(h- 
es towards their proper deftination, and to lead us into 
the path of true blifs ! 

But in this dark and bewildered ftate, the afpiring 
tendency of our nature unfortunately takes an oppo^i. 
fite diredion, and feeds a very mifplaced ambition. 
The flattering appearances which here prefent them- 
felves to fenfe ; the diftinflions which fortune con- 
fers; the advantages and pleafures which we imagine 
the world to be capable of bellowing, fill up the ultimate 
wifli of moH men. Thefe are the objeds which ingrofs 
their folitary mufings, and ftimulate their a£live la- 
bours ; which warm the breads of the young, animate 
the induflry of the middle aged, and often keep alive 
the paflions of the old, until the very clofe of life. 
S 4 Affuredly, 
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/iSureSy, thfttt is iiothing mslawfid in our wi&Aatg 
to be freed from whatever is difagreeable, and to ob* 
lain a fuller enjoyment of the comforts of life. But 
^ben thefe wiihes are tiot tempered by reafon^ they 
are in danger of precipitating us into much extrava* 
gance and folly. Defires and wifhes are the fir ft 
fprings^of a£iion. When they become exorbitant, 
the whole charaQer is likely to be taioted. If we fuf- 
fer our fancy to create to itfelf worlds of ideal happi^ 
tiefs ; if we feed our imagination with plans of opulence 
and fplendour far beyotid our rank ; if we fix to our 
wifhes certain ftages of high advancement, or certain 
degrees of uncommon reputation ordiftinftion, as the 
ifole ftations of felicity ; the affured confequence will 
be, that we (hall become unhappy in our prefent 
ftate ; unfit for afling the part, and difcharging the 
duties that belong to it ; we fliall difcompofe the peace 
. and order of our minds, and foment many hurtful 
paffions. Here, then, let Moderation begin its reign $ 
by bringing within reafonable bounds the wiifaes that 
we form. As foon as they become extravagant, let us 
<:heck them by proper reflexions on the fallacious na- 
ture of thofe objefts which the world hangs out to al^ 
Jnre defire. 

You have ftrayed, my friends, from the road which 
^ondu6b to felicity ; you have difhomour^d the native 
dignity of your fouls, in allowing your wiflies to ter* 
ipainate on nothing higher than worldly ideas of greats 
nefs or happinefs. Your imagination roves in a land 
pf fhadows. Unreal forms deceive you. It is no more 
than a phantom, an illufion of happinefs which attrada 
your fond admiration j nay, an illufion of happinefs 
yhich often conceals much real mifery. Do you 
imagine, that all are happy, who have attained to thofe 
fummits of diilin^ionj^ towards which your wifliesaf* 
JpJTe ? Alas ! how frequently has experience Ihewed, 
that where rofeswcre fuppofed to bloom, nothing but 
l>riars and thorns grew ? Reputation, beauty, riches, 
grandeur, nay, royalty itfelf^jvould, many a time, have 
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hieen gladly exchanged hy the pofleflbrs, for that tnore 
quiet and bumble Itation, with which you are novr dtf* 
l^isfied. With all that is fplendid and ihiningin the 
world, it is decreed that there ifaould mix many deep 
fhades of woe. On the elevated fituationsof fortune, 
the great calamities of life chiefly fall. There the ftorm 
ipehds its \'iolence»and there the thunder breaks • while 
fafe and unhurt the inhabitant of the vale remains be« 
low. — Retreat, then, from thofe vain and pernicious 
excurfions of extravagant dcfire. Satisfy yourfelves 
with what is rational and attainable. Train your minds 
to moder^ate views of fauraao life and human happi. 
nefs. Remember, and admire, the wifdom of Agur*s 
wifli. Remove far from me vanity and lies. Give me 
neither poverty nar riches. Feed me with food convenient 
for me : Lefi I befull^ and deny tkee^ and Jay ^ Who is 
the Lord ? or lefi I ie-poor, andfieal^ and take the name 
of my God in xmin^. Let me recommend, 

II. Moderation in our purfuits. Wiflies and 
defires reft within. If immoderate and improper, 
though they taint the heart, yet fociety may not be af- 
fefied by them. The obfcure and harmlefs individu- 
al may indulge his dreams, without difturbing the pub* 
lie peace. But when the a&ive puoA^ts in whieh we 
engage, rife beyond moderation, they fill the world 
with great difonicrs ; often with flagrant crimes. This 
admonition chiefly refpe^Qs the ambitious men of the 
world. 1 fay not that all ambition is to be condemn, 
cd ; or that high purfuits ought, on every occafion, to 
be checked. Some men are formed by nature, for 
rifing into confpicuous ftations of life. In following 
the impulfe of their minds, and properly exerting the 
talents with which God has bleffed them, there is room 
for ambition to a3; in a laudable fphere, and to become 
the inftrument of much public good. But this may 
iafely be pronounced, that the bulk of men are ready 
to over rate their own abilities, and to iin^ne them-* 

f^lves 
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felves equal to higher things than they were ever de- 
figned for by nature. Be fobcr, therefore, in fixing 
your aims, and planning your dellined purfuits. Be- 
ware of being led afide from the plain path of found 
and moderate condu£t, by thofe falfe lights which feif- 
fiattery. is always ready to hang out^ By aiming at a 
snark too high you may fall Ihort of what it was with- 
in your power to have reached. Inftead of attaining 
to eminence, you may cxpofe yourfelves to derifion; 
nay, may bring upon your heads manifold difafters. 
I fay to every man that is among you, not to think of 
htmfelf more highly than he ought to think^ hut to think 
foberly*. 

Whatever your aims be, there is one exercife of mo- 
deration which muft be enjoined to thofe of the great, 
eft abilities, as well as to others ; that is, never to 
tranfgiefs the bounds of moral duty. Amidft the 
warmth of purfuit, accuftom yourfelves to fubmit to 
the reflraints, which religion and virtue, which pro- 
priety and decency, which regard to reputation and 
charafter, impofe. Think not, that there are no bar- 
riers which ought to ftop your progrefs. It is from 
a violent and impetuous fpirit that all the evils fpring, 
which are fo often found to accompany ambition. 
Hence, in privattp life, the laws of truth and honour 
are violated, hence, in public contefts, the peace and 
welfare of nations have been fo often facrificed to the 
ambitious projeds of the great. The man of modera- 
tion, as he is temperate in his wifhes, fo in his pur- 
fuits he is regulated by virtue. A good confcience is 
to him more valuable than any fuccefs. He is not fo 
much bent on the accompliihment of any defign, as to 
take a difhonourable ftep, in order to compafs it. He 
can have patience, he can brook difappointments. He 
can yield to unfurmountable obftacles ; and, by gentle 
and gradual progrefs, is more likely to fucceed in the 
end, than others are, by violence and impetuofity. In 
his higbeft cnterprife, he wijQies not to have the appear- 
ance 
* Rom. xii, 3« 
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ance of a meteor, which fires the atmofphere ; or, of 4 
comet, which aftoni(hes the public by its blazing, eccen^i 
trie courfe ; but rather to referable thofe fteady luminaries 
of heaven, which advance in their' orbits, with a filent 
and regular motion. He approves himfelf thereby to the 
irirtuous^ the wife, and difcerning; and, by a temper. 
ate and unexceptionable condu6l, efcapes thofe dan« 
gers which perfonsof an oppofite defcription are per« 
petually ready to incur. 

III. Be moderate in your expe£i;ations. When 
your ftate is flourifhing, and the courfe of events pro. 
ceeds according to your wifh, fuffer not your minds to 
be vainly lifted up. Flatter not yourfclves with high 
profpe£ls of the increafing favours of the world, and 
the continuing applaufe of men. Say not within your 
hearts^ My mountain Jiands Jlrong^ and Jhall never be 
moved. I /kail never fee adverftiy. Tomorrow Jhall 
be as this day, and more abundantly. — You are betray- 
ing yourfelvcs ; you are laying a fure foundation c^ 
difappointment and mifery, when you allow your fan- 
cy to foar to fuch lofty pinnacles of confident hope. 
By building your houfe in this airy region, you are 
preparing for yourfelvcs a great and cruel fall. Your 
trii/l is thefpider^s web. You mayMin on your houfe; 
but itfhall notjland. You may hold it fajl^ but Jhall not 
endure. For, to no man on earth it was never grant, 
ed, to gratify all his hopes ; or to perfevere in one 
trafl; of uninterrupted profperity. Unpleafing vicif^ 
fitudes never fail to fucceed thofe that were grateful. 
^hefafhion of the world , how gay or fmiling foever, 
pa£eth, and often pafleth fuddenly, away. 

By want of moderation in our hopes, we not only 
increafe deje£lion when difappointment comes, but we 
accelerate difappointment; we bring forward with 
greater fpeed, difagreeable changes in our ftate. For 
the natural confequence ofprefumptuous expe£lation|^ 
is raflinefs in condu6l« iie who indulges confident 
fecurity, of courfe negle^s due precautions againft 
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jiie dangers that threaten him ; and his fall witt be 
forcfecn and prcdifted. He not only expofes imaidi 
tinguarded to dangers, but he nnuhiplies them agaiaft 
btmfelf. By prelumpcion and vanity^ he either prcu 
vokes enmity, or incurs coBtempt. 

The arrogant mind, and the proud hope, are eqpai. 
ly contrary to religion, and to prudence. The worfd 
cannot bear fuch a fpirit ; and Providerice. feidcra 
fails to check it. The Almig^faty beholds with dif- 
pleafure thofe who, intoxicated with profperity, forget 
their dependence on that Supreme Power which railed 
them up. His awful govcrnmcat of the world has 
been in nothing more confpicuous than in bringing 
hw the lofty looks of man^ and fcattering the proud in 
the imagirtdiion of their minds.^-^Is not this the great 
Babylon which I have built by the might of my pawer^ 
^ndfor the honour of my Majejly* P Thus exclaimed 
the prefumptuous monarch in the pride of his heart, 
But> lo ! when the word was yet in his mouth, the 
vifitation from Heaven came, and the voice was heard; 
O, Nebuchadnezzar ! to thee it is fpoken ; thy king^ 
dom is departed from thee. — He that exalteth himfelf 
Jhall be humhled ; and he that hyanbleth kimfelffhall 
be exalted t. A temperate fpirit, and moderate ex-, 
peftations, are tte bed fafeguard of the mind in this 
uncertain and changing Hate, . They enable us to pafs 
through life with moil comfort. When we rife in the 
world, they contribute to our elevation; aiidifwe 
muftfalJ, they render our fall the lighter. 

IV. Mo D E R A T I o N in our pleafures is an important 
cxercife of the virtue which we are now confidering. 
It is an invariable law of our prefent condition, that 
every plea fu re which is purfued to excefs, converts it- 
felf into poifon. What was infeended for the cardial 
and refreihment of human life, through want of moder- 
ation, we turn to its bane. In all the pleafwres of fenfe, 
it is apparent, that only when induged wiibin certain 

, Umils^ 
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Itmit;^ they confer (atbfaflioo. No fooner do wdpsfi 
tbe Ime whidi teisiperance has drawn^ than pernicioos 
eSe£bi come forward add ibov tbemfelvfs. Could I 
lay open to yotir view ibe monunieDts of death, they 
would read a led;ure in favour of moderation^ much 
more powerful than any that (be tfoft eloquent preacher 
G»n givQ. You would bebohi the graves peopled widi 
the vii^ims of intemperance* You would behold tbofe. 
c^tnb^s of darkneis hung round, on every fide» with^ 
the trophies of luxury, ^runkenneft^ and feofuality.— * 
So mimermis would you find thofe mart}rr& of iniqiuity, 
that k may faMy be aflerted, inhere war or peftilence 
b^ve {lain their thoufands, inteorperate {^eafure hac 
flain its ten thoufandis. 

, While the want of moderation in pleafure brin^ 
m^nl to an untimely gra,ve, at the fame tiniie, until they 
arme there, it purfues and afflifils them with evils in^ 
notnerable. To what caufe fo much as to this, are 
owing, faded youth, and premature old age • an ener^ 
valed body, and an enfeebled mind ; together with ai|| 
that long train of difeafci, which the indulgence of ap- 
petite andfenfe have introduced into the world ? Health, 
cheerfulnefs, and vigour, are known to be the offspring 
<£ temperance. The man of moderation brings to all 
the natural and innocent pleafures <rf Kfe, that fon^, 
uDcorrupted reliQi, which gives Win a much fuller en- 
joyment of them than the palled and vitiated appefiitc 
of the voluptuary allows him to know. He culls the 
flower of every allowable gratification, without dwell- 
ing upon it until the flavour be loft. He *taftes the 
fweet of every pleafure, without purfuing it till the 
bitter dregs rife. Whereas the man of oppofite char- 
ader dips fo deep, that he never fails to ftir an impure 
and noxious fediment, which lies at the bottom of the 
cup. — In the pleafures, befides, which are regulated by 
moderation, there is always that dignity which goes 
along with innocence. No man needs to be affiamed 
of them. They are confilfent with honour ; with the 
favour of God, and of man. Bttt the fenfualiff, who 
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difdains all reftraint in his pleafures, is odious in the 
public eye. His vices become grofs ; bis chara£ber 
contemptible ; and he ends in being a burden both to 
himfelf and to fociety. Let me exhort you once more^ 

V. To moderation Ih all your paffions. This exer- 
cife of the virtue is the more requifite^ becaufe there 
is no paflion in human nature tnit what has, of itfdf, 
a tendency to run into excefs. For all paflion implies 
a violent emotion of mind. Of courfe, it is apt to de- 
range the regular courfe of our ideas ; and to produce 
confuiion within. Nothing, at the fame time, is more 
feducing than paffion. During the time when it grows 
and fwells, it conftantly juftifies, to our apprehenfion, 
the tumult which it creates, by means of a thoufand 
falfe arguments which it forms, and brings to its aid.— 
Of fome paflions, fuch as anger and refentment, the 
excefs is fo obvioufly dangerous, as loudly to call for 
moderation. He who gives himfelf up to the impetu- 
ofity of fuch paflions, without reftraint, is univerfally 
condemned by the world ; and hardly accounted a 
man of found mind. But, what is lefs apt to be attended 
to, fome even of thofe paflions which are reckoned in- 
nocent, or whofe tendency to diforder and evil is not 
apparent, ftand, neverthelefs, in need of moderation 
and reftraint, as well as others* For fuch is the feeble- 
nefs of our nature, that every paffion which has for its 
objed: any worldly good, is in hazard of attaching us 
too ftrongly, and of tranfporting us beyond the bounds 
ofreafon. If allowed to acquire the full and unre- 
ftrained dominion of the heart, it is fujfl[icient,in various 
fituations, to render us miferable ; and almoft in every 
fituation,by its ingrofling power, to render us negligent 
of duties which, as men or Chriftians, we are bound 
to perform. 

Of the infidious growth of paffion, therefore, we hax-'e 
great reafon to beware. We ought always to have at 
hand conliderations, whicfi may aflift us in tempering 
its warmth, and in regaining pofleflion of our fouls.— 
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Let us be perfuaded, that moments of paffion are aU 
ways moments of delaiion ; that nothing truly is, what 
it then feems to be $ that all the opinions which we then 
form, are erroneous ; and all the judgements which we 
pafs, are extravagant. Let moderation accullom us to 
wait until the fumes of paflion be fpent ; until the mift 
which it has raifed begin to be diffipated. We fhall 
then be able to fee where truth and right lie ; and resu 
fon (hall» by degrees, refume the afcendant. On no 
occafion let us imagine, that ftrength of mind is ihown 
by violence of paffion. This is not the ilrengthof 
men, but the impetuolity of cb^dpn* It is the (trength 
of one who is in the delirium ofa fever, or under the 
difeafe of madnefs. The ftrength of fuch a perfon is 
indeed increafed. But it is an unnatural ftrength ; 
which being under no proper guidance, is dire£led to« 
wards objeSs that occafion his deftru6lion« True 
ftrength of mind is fliown in govei^nihg and refifting 
paifion, not in giving it fcope ; in reftraining the wild 
beaft within ; and a€king, on the moft trying occaSonsJjk 
according to the di£lates of confcience, and temperatj^^ 
reafon. 

Thus I have pointed out, in fcveral inftances^ how 
moderation ought to be difplayed : Moderation in our 
wiihes ; moderation in our purfuits ; moderation in 
our hopes; moderation in our pleafu res ; moderation 
in our paflions. It is a principle which fhould habitu- 
ally influence our condud, and form the reigning tem- 
perature of the foul. 

The great motive to this virtue is fuggefted by the 
words immediately following the text • the Lord is at 
hand. The Judge is coming, who is to clofe this tem- 
porary fcene of things, and to introduce a higher ftatc 
ofexiftence. The day is at hand, which willplace 
the great concerns of men in a point of view very dif- 
ferent from that in which tfty are at prefent beheld ; 
will ftrip the world of its falfe glory ; will deted the 
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wznity of earrthly purfuits ; and difcldfe olyjedj^ irhicb 
liav« the proper tick to inferell a rational mind.—" 
Objcfts acquire power to engage our paffions, only 
in proportion as they are conceived to be great. 
But great, or little, are no more than terms c^ com. 
parifon. Thofe things whkb appear great to one who 
Ktiows nothing greater, will fink into a diminntive fize, 
when he becomes acquainted with objects of a higher 
nature. Were it (tftener in onr thoughts, that the Lord 
15 at hand, none of Chofer things which now difcompofe 
and agitate wdrtdly men would appear of fcifficient 
magnitude to raife eoopmotion in our breafts. Enlarged 
views of the future deftination of man, and of the place 
which he nray hope to poflefs in an eternal world, 
naturally give Inrth to moderation of mind. They 
tend to cool all mifplaced ardour about the advantages 
of this Itate ; amd to produce that calm and temperate 
frame of fpirit, which becomes men and Chriftians. — 
. They give no grouwd for entire difrcgard of earthly 
;\*concerns. While we are men, we muft feel and aft 
« fuch. But they afford a good reafon why they who 
believe the Lord to be at hand^ fliould let thtit modtra^ 
tion appear, and be known unto all men. 
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SERMON XXL 

On the Joy, and the Bitterness of the 
Heart. 

PROVERBS, xiv. lo. 

The htart knoweth his own hitiernefs^ and afitangtr 
doth not intermeddle with his joy. 

1 T is well known, that men have always 
been much inclined to place their happinefs in the 
advantages of fortune^ and the diftinftions of rank. 
Hence thefe have heen purfued by the multitude 
with fuch avidity, that every principle of honour, 
probity and virtue, have been facrificed to the at-, 
tainment of them* At the fame time, many cir-- 
cumftances might have convinced men, that fup- 
pofing them to be fuccefsful in the purfuit, it by no 
means followed, that happinefs was to be the re- 
ward. For if happinefs be, in truth, eflentially 
conne£ted with fplendid fortune, or exalted rank, 
how comes it to pafs, that many in the inferior fta- 
tions of life, vifibly fpend their days with more com- 
fort, than they who occupy the higher departments of 
the world ? Why does the beggar fing, while the 
King is fad ? A fmall meafure of refleSion on our 
) Vol. II. T nature 
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nature might fatisfy us, that there are other princi- 
ples of happinefs or mifery, too often overlooked by 
the world, which immediately afiFeft the heart, and 
operate there with greater force and power than 
any circumftances of rank or fortune* This is the 
obfervation of the wife man in the text ; and what 
I now purpofe'to illuftrate. I Qiall take a view of 
the chief fources of that bittcrnefs which the heart 
knozoelh, and of that joy with which ajlranger doth 
not intermeddle ; and then fliall point out the proper' 
improvements to be made of the fubjeft. 

If we inquire carefully into the foUrces of the 
joy or bitternefs of the heart, we (hall find, that 
they are chiefly two ; that they arife either from 
a man's own mind and temper ; or, from the con- 
nection in which he (lands with fome of his fellow 
creatures. In other words, the circumftances which 
moft effentialiy afFeft every man's happinefs are, 
^-his perfonal character, and his focial feelings. 

I. Evf.rV man's oWn mind and temper is, nc- 
ceffarily, to himfelf a fource of much inward joy of 
bitternefs. For every man, if we may be allowed 
the expreflion, is more connefted with himfelf, than 
with any external objeft. He is conftantly a coili- 
.panion to himfelf in his own thoughts ; and what 
he meets with there, muft, of all things, contribute 
moft to his happinefs or his difquiet. Whatever his 
condition in the world be, whether high Or low, if 
he find no caufe to upbraid himfelf for his behaviour; 
if he be fatisfied that his conduft proceeds upon a 
rational plan ; if, amidft the failings incident to 
humanity, his confcience be, in the main, free from 
reproach, and his mind undifturbed by any difmal 
prefages of futurity ; the foundation is laid for a 
placid and agreeable tenor of life. If to this vou 
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add a calm and cheerful temper, not eafily fretted 
or difturbed, not fubjeft to envy^ nor protie to vio- 
lent paflion, much of that joy will be produced^ 
which it is faid in the text, ajlrangeir intermtddletk 
not with. For this is an intrinfic joy, independent 
of all foreign caufes. The upright man, as it is writi 
ten, is fatisfied from himfelf. Undifturbed by the 
vexations of folly or the temorfe of guilt, his nights 
will be peaceful^ and his days ferene. His mind \h 
a kingdom to itfelf. A good confcience, and good 
temper, prepare^ even in the midft of poverty, ^ cow- 
tinual ftajl. 

But how fadly will the fcen^ be reverfed, if the 
firft thoughtsfWhich occur to a man concerning him- 
felf,fliall be of a gloomy and threatening kind ; if his 
temper^ inftead of calmnefs and felf enjoy rlient, {hall 
yield hirh nothing but difquiet and pairiful agitaa 
tion ? In any fituation of fortune, is it poflible for 
him to be happy, whofe mind is in this troubled 
ftate ? Thefpirit of a man willfuflaifi his infirmities; 
but a wounded fpirit, who can bear ? Vigour of mind 
Inay enable a man to fuftain many ftiocks df advert 
fityi In his fpirit, as long as it is found, he can 
find a refoufce, when other auxiliaries fail. But if 
that which fliould fuftain him be erifeebled and 
broken \ if that to which he has refource for the 
cure of other forrows^ becotne itfelf the. wounded 
part » to what quarter can he turn for relief? 

The woutids which the fpirit fufFers are owing 
chiefly to three caufeS ; to folly, to paflion, or td 
guilt. They frequently originate from folly ; that 
i«, from vain and improper purftiits, which, though 
liotdireflly criminaliareunfuitable to a man's a^^e, 
charafter, or condition, in the world. In contc* 
quence of thefe, he beholds him felf degnided and 
expofed ; and fuflFers the pain of many a mortify ^7 
ifig reflcftion, and many a humbling comparifoii of 
T 2 himictf 
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himfelf with others. The diftrefs occafioned by 
a fenfe of folly, is aggravated by any violent paflion 
being allowed to take pofleffion of the heart. Even 
though it be of the clals of thofe which are reckoned 
innocent, yet, if it have entirely feized and over- 
powered a man, it deftroys his tranquillity, and 
brings his mind into a perturbed ftate. But if it be 
a paffion of the black and vicious kind, it is fuffici- 
ent to blaft the moft flourifhing condition, and to 
poifon all his joys. If to thofe wounds inflided by 
folly, or by paflion, you add the wound of guilt, the 
remorfe and fear produced by criminal deeds, you 
fill up the meafure of pain, and bitternefs of heart. 
Often have the terrors of confcience occafioned in- 
ward paroxyfms, or violent agitations of mind. A 
dark and threatening cloud feems, to the confcious 
finner, to be hanging over his head. He who be- 
lieves himfelf defpifed, or hated by men, and who 
dreads, at the fame time, an avenging God, can de- 
rive little pleafure from the external comforts of life. 
*rhe bitternefs of his heart infufes itfelf into every 
draught which pleafure offers to his lips.. 

The external misfortunes of life, difappointments, 
poverty, and ficknefs, are nothing in comparifon of 
thofe inward diftrefles of mind, occafioned by folly, 
by paflion, and by guilt. They may indeed pre- 
vail in diflFerent degrees, according as one or other 
of thofe principles of bitternefs is predominant. 
But they are feldom parted far afunder from one 
another ; and when, as it too often happens, all the 
three are complicated, they complete the miferyof 
man. The diforders of the mind, having then 
arifen to their height, become of all things the moft 
dreadful. The fliame of folly, the violence of paf- 
fion, and the remorfe of guilt, a£ling in conjun£lioii| 
have too frequently driven men to the laftand ab- 
horred refuge, of fecking relief in death from a life 

too 
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too embittered to be any longer endured. I pro- 
ceed to confider, 

II. Other troubles and other joys of the heart, 
ariling from fources diEFerent from thofe that I have 
now defcribed ; founded in the relations or con- 
neftions which we have with others, and fpringing 
from the feelings which thefe occafion. Such cauf- 
es of forrow or joy are of an external nature. Reli- 
gion does not teach, that all the fources of inward 
pleafure or pain are derived from our temper, and 
moral behaviour. Thefe are indeed the principal 
fprings of bitternefs or joy. In one way or other, 
they affeft all the pleafures and pains of life ; but 
they include not, within themfelves, the wh(^ of 
them. Our Creator did not intend, that the happi- 
nefs of each individual fhould have no dependence 
on thofe who are around him. Having connefted 
us in fociety by many ties, it is his decree, that thefe 
ties (hould prove, both during their fubfiftence, and 
in their diffolution, caufcs of pleafure or pain, im- 
niediately, and often deeply, afFefting the human 
heart. My doftrine, therefore, is not, that the bit-^ 
ternefs which the heart knoweth as its own, and the 
joy with which ajlranger inttrmeddleth not, is inde- 
pendent of every thing external. What I affert is, 
that this bitternefs, and this joy, depend much more 
on other caufes, than on riches or poverty, on high 
or low Rations in the world ; that, equally in the 
conditions of elevated fortune, and of private life, 
the moft material circumftances of trouble or feli- 
city, next to the ftate of our own mind and temper, 
are the fenfations and affeftions which arife from 
the conne£lions we have with others. 

In order to make this appear, let us fuppofe a 
man in any rank or condition of life, happy in his 
T 3 family 
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family and his friends ; foothed by the cordial in- 
tercourfe of kind aflFeftions, which he partakes with 
them; enjoying the comfort of doing them good 
offices, and receiving in return their fincereft grati- 
tude i experiencing no jealoufy nor envy, no dif- 
quiet or alienation of affeftion, among thofe with 

whom he is connefted ; ^how many^ and how 

copious fources of inward joy open to fuch a man ! 
How fmooth is the tenor of a life that proceeds in 
fuch a courfe ! What a fmiling afpeft does the love 
of parents and children, of .brothers and fiflers, of 
friends and relations, give to every furrounding ob- 
jeft, and every returnmg day ! With what a lullre 
does it gild even the fmall habitation where fuch 
pl^d intercourfe dwells ; where fuch fcenes of 
heartfelt f^tisfaftion fucceed uninterruptedly to one 
another ! 

But let us fuppofe this joyful intercourfe to be 
broken off, in an untimely hour, by the cruel hand 
of the laft foe ; let us imagine the family, once fo 
happy among themfeves, to behold the parent, the 
child, or the fpoufe, to whopfi their heart3 were at- 
tached by the tendered lies, ftretched on the coM 
bed of de.'ith ; then, what bitternefs does the heart 
know ! This, in the flri£left fenfe, is its own bitter^ 
nefs ; from which it is not in the power of any ex- 
ternal circumftance wh<^tever to aflFord it relief. 
Amidft thofe piercing griefs of the heart, all ranks 
of life are levelled ; all diftinftions of fortune are 
forgotten. Unavailing are the trophies of fplendid 
woe, with which riche^ deck the fatc^l couch, to give 
the leafl comfort to the mourner. The prince, and 
the peafant, then equally feel their owfi bitternefs. 
; welling on the pielancbply remembrance of joys 
\ t are paft and gone, the pne forgets his poverty; 
Other defpifes the gilded trappings of his ftate, 
i - h, in that fad hour, are fully fenCble, that ori the 
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favours of fortune it depends not to make man hap- 
py in this world. 

But it is not only the death of friends^ which, in 
the midfl of a feemingly profperous (late, is able to 
bring diftrefs home to the heart. From various 
failures in their condu6l when living, arifes much 
of the inward uneafincfs we fufFer. it will, in gen- 
eral, be found, that the behaviour of thole among 
whom we live in near connexion, is, next to per- 
fonal charaQer and temper, the chief fource, either 
of thepleafures orof the difquietudes, of every man's 
life. As when their behaviour is cordial and fatif- 
faftory, it is of all external things the moft foothing 
to the mind ; fo, on the other hand, their levity, 
their inattention, or occaiional harftinefs, even 
though it proceed to no decided breach of friendfhip, 
yet ruffles and frets the temper. Social life, haraff- 
cd with thofe petty vexations, refembles a road which 
a man is doomed daily to travel ; but finds it rug- 
ged, and ftony, and painful to be trod. 

The cafe becomes much worfe, if the bafe and 
criminal conduft of perfons whom we have once 
loved, diflblve all the bonds of amity, and ftiow that 
oup-confidence has been abufed. Then are opened, 
fome of the decpeft fprings of bitternefs in the hu- 
man heart. -Behold the heart of the parent, torn 

by the unworthy behaviour, and cruel ingratitude, 
of the child, whom he had trained upwiththefondeft 
hopes ; on whom he had laviflied his whole affec- 
tion ; and for whofe fake he had laboured and toil- 
ed, through the courfe of a long life. Behold the 
endearments of the conjugal (late changed into black 
fufpicion and miftruft ; the affeftionate fpoufe, or 
the virtuous hufband, left to mourn, with a broken 
heart, the infidelity of the once beloved partner of 
their hfe. Behold the unfufpefting friend betrayed, 
in the hour of danger, by the friend in whom he 
T 4 trufted ; 
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trufted ; or, in the tnidft of fcvere misfortune, meet- 
ing nothing but cold indiflFerence, perhaps fcorn 
and contempt, where he had expeftcd to find the 
kindeft fympathy. Arc thefe, let me afk, un- 
common fcenes in the world ? Are fuch diftreffes 
peculiar to any rank or ftation ? Do they chiefly 
befal perfons in humble life, and have the great 
any prerogative which aflFords them exemption ? 
When the heart is forely wounded by the ingrati- 
tude or faithleflhefs of thofe on whom it had 
leaned with the whole weight of aflFeftion, where 
fliall it turn for relief? Will it find <:omfort in the 
recolleftion of honours and titles, or in the contemp- 
lation of furrounding treafures ? Talk not of the 

honours of a court. Talk not of the wealtfc of the 
eaft. Thefe, in the hours of heart bitternefs, are 
fpurned, ^s contemptible and vile ; perhaps curfed, 
as indireft caufes of the prefent diftrefs. The dart 
has made its way to the heart. There, thepe, it is 
fixed. The very feat of feeling is aflailed ; and in 
proportion to the fenfibility of the fulFerer's heart, 
and the tendernefs of his affeflions, fuch, unfortu- 
nately, will be his degree of anguifli. A good con- 
fcierice, and hope in God, may indeed bring him 
confolation. But under fuch diftreffes of the heart, 
as I have defcribed, fortune, be it as flourilhing as 
you will, is no more than an empty pageant. It is a 
feeble reed, which affords no fupport. It is a houfe 
of ftraw, which is fcattered before the wind. 

Thus you fee this doflrine meeting us from 
many quarters, that the heart knows a bitternefs 
and joy of its own, altogether diftin6l from the un- 
eafinefs or the pleafure that is produced by the cir- 
cumftances of external fortune ; arifing either from 
perfonal charaQ:er, and the ftate of a man's own 
mind ; or from* the aflFe6lipns excited by the rela- 
tions 
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tions in which he ftands to others. This joy, and 
this bitternefs, are, each of them, of fo much greater 
confequence than any diftinftions of fortune, that 
blefled with the forme? one may be happy, as 
far as human happinefs goes, in a cottage ; and af- 
fli6):ed with the latter, he muft be miferable in a pal- 
ace.— -Let us now proceed to an important part 
of the fubjeft, the praftical improvement to which 
this dodlrine leads^ 

First, Let it ferve to moderate our paffion for 
riches, and high fituations in the world. It is well 
known, that the eager purfuit of thefe is the chief 
incentive to the crimes that fill the world. Hence, 
among the middle and lower ranks of men, all the 
fraud, falfehood, add treachery with which the com- 
petition for gain infefts fociety. Hence, in the 
higher ftations of the world, all the atrocious crimes 
flowing from ambition, and the love of power, by 
which the peace of mankind has fo often been bro- 
ken, and the earth ftained with blood. Had thefe 
coveted advantages the power, when obtained, of 
enfuring joy to the heart, and rendering it a ftrang- 
cr to bitternefs, fome apology might be offered for 
the violence to which they have given occafion. 
The prize might be fuppofed worthy of being ac- 
quired at a high expenfe, when fo much depended 
on the attainment. But I have fliown, I hope 
with fatisfaftory evidence, that the contrary is the 
truth. I fay not, that the advantages of fortune 
deferve no regard from a wife or a good man. Po- 
verty is always diftreffing. Opulence and rank are 
both attended with many comforts, and may^ be 
rendered fubfervient to the moft valuable purpofes. 
But what I fay is, that it is a great error to rate 
them beyond their juft value. Secondary advan- 
tages, inferiour affiftances to felicity, they are ; and 

no 
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no more. They rank below every thing that iinme-,. 
diately aflFe6^s the hearty and that is a native fource of 
joy or bitternefs there. If a man be either unhappy in 
his difpofitionSy or unhappy in all his conne6ltons^ you 
heap upon bim invain^ all the treafures^ and all the 
honours.which kings can beftoiv. Dived thefe things, 
then,of that falfe glare which the opinions of the mul- 
titude throw around them. Contemplate them with 
a more impartial eye. Purfue them with lefs ca, 
gernefs. Above all, never facrifice to the purfuit 
any degree of probity or moral worth, of candour 
or good afFeftion ; if you would not lay a founda-, 
tion for that bitternefs of heart, which none of thq 
goods of fortune can either compenfate or cure. 

Secondly, Let the obfervations which have 
been made correft our mi (lakes, and check our com- 
plaints, concerning a fuppofed promifcuous diftri- 
bution of happinefs in this world. The charge of 
injuftice, which fo often, on this account, hath been 
brought againft Providence, refts entirely on 
this ground, that the happinefs and mifery of men 
may be eftimated by the degree of their external 
profperity. This is the delufion under which the 
multitude have always laboured ; but which a juft 
confideration of the invifible fprings of happinefs 
that aflFeft the heart, is fufficient to correft. If you 
would judge whether a man be really happy, it is 
not folely to his houfes and his lands, to his equip- 
age and his retinue, you are to look. Unlefs you 
could fee farther, and difcern what joy, or what bit- 
ternefs, his heart feels, you can pronounce nothing 
concerning him. That proud and wicked man whom 
you behold furrounded with ftate and fplendour, 
and upon whom you think the favours of Heaven 
fo improperly laviflied, may be a wretch, pining 
away ^n fecret, with a thoufand griefs unknown to 
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the world. That poor man, who appears n^glcft- 
ed and overlooked^ in^y> in his humble liation, be 
partaking of all the moral, and all the focial joys, 
that exhilirate the heart ; may be living cheerful, 
contented, and happy. Ceafe then to murmur 
againfl; difpenfations of Providence, which are, to 
us, fo imperfeftly known. Envy not the profper- 
ity of finners. Judge not of the real condition of 
men, from what floats merely on the furface of their 
ftate. Let us rather. 

Thirdly, Turn our attention to thofe internal 
fources of happinefs or mifery, on which it hath 
been ftiown that fo much depends. As far as the. 
bitternefs or joy of the heart arifes from the firft of 
thofe great fprings which I afligned to it, our owa 
condu6); and temper, fo far our happinefs is placed, 
in fome meafure, in our own hands. What is amifs 
or difordered within, in confequence of folly, of 
pa(B^n^ or guilt, may be reftified by due care, un- 
der the afliftance of divine grace. He who thereby 
attains to a tranquil and compofed (late of heart, 
free frpm ill humour and diijguft, from violent paf- 
lions, and frpm vexing remorfe, is laying a founda- 
tion for enjoyment of himfelf, much furer and broad- 
er, than if he were amafling thoufands to increafe 
his eftatc. 

With regard to the oth^r fpring of joy or bitter* 
ternefs of heart, arifing from our conneftions with 
others, here, indeed, we are more dependent on 
things npt within our power. Thefe connexions 
are not always of our own forming ; and even 
when thfsy have been formed by choice, the wifeft 
are liable to be difappointed in their expeftations. 
Yet here top it will be found, that the proper regu- 
lation of the heart is of the utmoft importance, both 
for improving the joys which our (ituation affords, 

and 
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and for mitigating the griefs which our conne6iions 
may render unavoidable. As far as the choice of 
friends or relatives depends on ourfelves, let their 
virtue and worth ever dire£l that choice, if we look 
for any lading felicity from it. In all the habits 
and attachments of focial life, after they are formed^ 
let it be our ftudy, to fulfil properly our own part. 
Let. nothing be wanting on our fide, to nourifh that 
mutual harmony and aIFe6tionate friendfltiip whicb> 
in every fituation of life, as has been fhown, is of 
fo great confequence to our peace and fatisfadlion. 
It is not, indeed, in our power to preferve always 
alive thofe friends, in whom our hearts delight. It 
it often not in our power to prevent the ingratitude 
and unworthy behaviour ofother friends, from whom 
we once expefted comfort. But under thole aflHifting 
incidents of life, much may be done by proper em- 
ployment of the thoughts, and direftion of the af- 
fections, for obtaining relief. To a purified and 
well regulated heart, reafon and religion can bring 
many aids for healing its wounds, and reftoring its 
peace ; aids which, to the negligent and vicious, are 
wholly unknown. The greater experience we have 
of the viciflitudes of human life, with more weight 
will that precept of the wife man always come home 
to our remembrance ; Ktep thy heart with all dilU 

gence ; for out oj it arc the ijfues oj lift*.'-. 1 

Hence arifes, 

In the fourth and lafl: place, another inftruflion^ 
that it is of the utmoft importance to us all, fre^ 
quently to look up to Him who made the human 
heart ; and to implore his affiftance in the regula- 
tion and government of it. Known to him are all 
the fources of bitternefs and joy by which it is af- 
fefted. On him it depends, to let them forth, or 

to, 
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to fhut them up ; to increafe, or to diminifh them, 
at his pleafure. In a ftudy fo infinitely important 
to happinefs, ais that of the prefervation of inward 
peace, we cannot be too earned in befeeching aid 
from the great Father of Spirits, to enable 
us to keep our hearts free from diftrefs and 
trouble. Befides the affiftance which we may- 
hope to derive from divine grace, the employments 
of devotion themfelves, form one of the mod 
powerful means of compoiing and tranquilifing the 
heart. On various occafions, when the fources of 
heart bitternefs have been moll overflowing, devo- 
tion has been found the only refuge of the fuSer- 
er. Devotion opens a fanftuary, to which they, 
whofe hearts have been mod deeply wounded, can 
always fly. Within that quiet and facred retreat, 
they have often found a healing balfam prepared. 
When grieved by men, they have derived, from the 
afcent of the mind towards God and celedial ob- 
jefis, much to footh them at prefent, and much to 
hope for in future. Let us, therefore, neglefl no 
mean with which religion can furnifli us, for pro- 
moting the joys, and afluaging the bitternefs, 
of the heart. Amidd the frailties of our na- 
ture, the incondancy of men, and the frequent 
changes of human life, we fliall find every aflidance 
that can be procured, little enough, for enabling us 
to pafs our few days with tolerable comfort and 
peace. 
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On 'Characters of Impe'rfect 

GoODNESSi 
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MARK, X. 2t. 

Then Jejus^ beholding him, loved him» ■ ■ ■* 

J. H E charafters of men, which the World 
prefents to us, are infinitely diverfified. In fpmc, 
either the good or the bad qualities are fo predom- 
inant as ilrongly to mark the chafadler ; to dif* 
criminate one perfon as a virtuous^ another as a vi- 
cious man. In others, thefe qiialities are fo mixed 
together, as to leave the charafter doubtful. The 
light and the {hade are fo much blended, the co^ 
lours of virtue and vice run in fuch a manner into 
bne another, that we can hardly diftitlguifll where 
the one ends, and the other begins ; and we te- 
main in fufpenfe Whether to blame or to ptaife. 
While we admire thofe who are thoroughly good, 
and detefl; the grofsly wicked, it is proper alfo to 
beftow attention on thofe imperfefl: charafters, 
where there may be much to praife, and fomewhat 
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to blame ; and where regard to the commendable 
^att, fhall not hinder us from remarking what is de- 
ffcftive or faulty. Such attentions will be found 
the more ufeful, as charafters of this mixed fort 
aie, more frequently than any other, exhibited to 
us in the commerce of fociety. 

It was one of this fort, which gave occafion 
to the incident recorded in the text. The inci- 
dent feems to have been confidered as remark- 
able, fince it is recounted by three of the evan- 
gelical writers ; and by them all, with nearly the 
fame circumftances. The perfon to whom the 
hiftory relates was a rultr ; one of higher rank and 
ftation than thofe who ufually reforted to Jefus. 
Me was a rich man : He was a young man. His 
whole behaviour was prepofTeffing and engaging. 
He appears to have conceived a high opinion of 
our Lord. He addreffed him with the utmoft ref- 
peft ; and the queftion which he put to him was 
proper and important. He kneeled to him and /aid. 
Good Majievy what Ijhall do that I may inherit etcr^^ 
nal life ? His condudl in the world had been regu- 
lar and decent. He could proteft, that he had hi- 
therto kept himfelf free from any grofs vice ; and 
in his dealings with others, had obferved the pre- 
cepts of God. Our Lord, beholding iiim, is faid to 
have loved him ; whence we have reafon to con- 
clude, that he was not hypocritical in his profcflions ; 
and that his countenance carried the exprcffion of 
good difpofitions.as his fpeech and his manners were 
altogether complacent and gentle. Yet this per- 
son, amiable as he was, when his virtue was put to 
the teft, difappointed the hopes which he had given 
reafon to form. Attached, in all probability, to the 
indulgence oteafe and pleafure, he wanted fortitude 
of mind to part with the advantages of the world, 
for the fake of religion. When our Lord required 

him 
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him to fulfil his good intentions^ by relinquifhing^ 
his fortune, becomilig one of his followers, and pre- 
paring himfelf to encounter fuflFerings, the facrifice 
appeared to him too great. Imprelfions of virtue, 
however, ftill remained on his mind. He was fen- 
fible of what he ought to have done ; and regretted 
his want of courage to do it. He was forrowftd : 
He was grieved : Yet he went away. 

Persons of a chara filer fomewhat refembling 
this, all of us may have met with ; efpecially among 
the young ; among thofe who have been liberally 
educated, and poHQicd by a good fociety. They 
abhor open vice, and crimes that difturb the world. 
They have a refpeft for religion. They are wiling 
to receive inftrudiion for their conduft. They are 
modeft and unaffuming ; refpeftful to their fuperi- 
ors in age or fiation ; gentle in their addrefs ; in- 
ofFenfive and courteous in theif whole behaviour. 
They are fond of obliging every one ; unwilling to 

hurt or difpleafe any. Such perfons we cannot 

but love. We gladly promife well of them ; and 
are difpofed to forward and aflSft them. Yet fuch 
is the weaknefs of our nature, that at the bottom of 
this charafter there may lie, as we fee exemplified 
in the inftance before us, fome fecret and material 
defe6ls. That vigour of mind, that firmnefs of 
principle, may be wanting, which is requifite for 
enabling them to afl: with propriety, when their virr 
tue is put to a decifive trial. The foftnefs of their 
nature is unfavourable to a fteady pcrfeverance in 
the courfe of integrity. They poffefs the amiable 
qualities ; but there is ground to fufpeft, that in 
the eftimable ones they are deficient. While, there- 
fore, we by no means clafs them among the bad, we 
dare not give them the full praife of virtue. When 
they fet out in the world, we cannot pronounce with 
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dcirilitiettc^;' what cohfirmied features' theii" character 
will iltuttie ; nor irow far thfej)^ can be depended 
upcTrt. in future life. Aflow me no\v to point oiit 
tftis dingers which {tichperfons are moft likely to 
iiicut ; and to (how what is re'qui'fite for thierh far^ 
ther to fhidy, iii Order to their fulfilling the part of 
good men and trae Chriftians. 

t. Persons 6f this dcfcription ate hot qualifieil 
IbfcJifchaf^ing aright many duties, to which their fi^ 
fciiatiOn in tife may call them. In certain circumftan- 
t'ds. they behave with abundance of propriety. 
When all is caim and fmooth around them.; tvhen 
hOthiil^ occurs to agitate the tnihd, or to diftiirb the 
ffe'^oi" of placid life, none of their defefls come for-* 
^a!M. They are beloved ; and they are ufefuU 
^hey promote the comfort of humari fociety ; and 
by gfintlenefs and courtefy of manners, ferve to ce- 
ment men t6gef her in agreeable union. But to 
iaitpri the tranquil furface of an unruffled latce, and 
to fleer aTafe courfe through a troubled anfl ftorthy 
ocean, rcq[uire different talents: and^lalasl human 
Jif^ of tener referhbles the flormy ocean, than the uri- ^ 
ruffled lake* We fliaU not have been long embarked, 
without finding the refemblancetohold too clofely. 

Amidft the buflle of the world, amidft the open 
fcoritentiohs, and fecret enmities, which prevail iil 
€very fociety, tnild'nefs and gentlenefs Mone are not 
fuffecieht tb carry u^ with honour through the duties 
of" our different ftatipris ; as heads of families^ citi- 
zens, fubjefis, rh^^giftrates, or as engaged in the piir- 
fuits of oiir feveral callings. Dtfturbances and tfi* 
als arife, which deniand vigorous exertions pf all tbie 
moral powers ; of patience, yigilancCj arid Telf deni- 
al ; of conttahcy and fortitude to fuppori: us tinder 
danger and reproach • of temperance, to reftrain lis 
li-bcn being carried away by pleafure ; of firni and 
determined principle, to make us defpife the bribes 
U of 
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of fifi« • Thefe manly difpoGtions of mind are in« 
dirpenfably neceflary to prepare one, for furmoanU 
ing the difcouragements of virtue ; and for ftrug* 
'Sf^t^ gling honourably through the hardlhips of life. 
"^•^ ' Unlefs he be thus armed and fortified, whatever 
good intentions have been in his heart, they are 
likely to be fruftrated in a£lion. Nothing that is 
greaty can be undertaken. Nothing that is difficult 
or hazardous, can be accomplifhed. Nor are we 
to imagine, that it is only in timesof perrecuti6n,or 
war, or civil commotions, that there is occafion for 
thofe fironger efforts, thofe mafculine virtues of the 
foul, to be difplayed. The private, and feemingty 
quiet, ffations of life, often call men forth, in the 
days of peace, to fevere trial of firmhefs atid coo- 
ftancy. The life of very few proceeds in fo uni- 
form a train, as not to oblige them to difcover, in 
fome fituation or other, what portion they poflefs 
of the eftimiable qualities of man. Hence it fome. 
times happens, that perfons, whofe manners were 
much lefs promiGng and engaging than thofe of 
others, have, neverthelefs, when brought to aft a 
part in critical circumftances, performed that part 
with more unfuUied honour, and firmer integrity, 
than they. 

II. Person sof the charader I have defcribed 
are ill Stted, not only for difcbarging the higher dd^* 
ties of life, but alfo for refilling the common tempt- 
ations to vice. With good difpofitions in their 
mind, with a defire,like thfe young ruler in the text, 
to know what they fhall do in order U inherit eter^ 
nal life • yet, when the terms required of theih in- 
terfere with any favourite enjoyment, like him, they 
are forrow/ul, and go away. The particular trial 
to which he was put, may appear to be a hard one, 
and to exceed th? ordinax7 rate of virtue. Otir 
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hard, who difc^raed his hearty faw it to be necei&<^ 
ty, in his cafe^ for bringing his charafler to the ten* 
But in cafesy where trials of much lefs difficulty 
prefent them felves^. they who partake of a chara£ler 
iimilar to bis^ are often found to give way* 7'h(i 
good qualities which they poffcfs, border on certain 
WeakneOes of the mind ; and thefe weaknefles are 
apt to betray them infeniibly into vices, with which 
they, are connefied* 

Good nature, for ihftancc, is in datlger of run-i 
ning iuto that unlimited complaifance, which aflim-^ 
jlates men to the loo.fe manni^rs of thofe whom they 
find around them« Pliant, and yielding in their 
tecpper, they have not force to ftand by the deci4 
lions of their own minds, with regard to right and 
wrong. Like the antma) which is faid to afTi^me 
the colour of every, objefl; to which it is applied; 
they lofe all . proper chara£ler of their own ; and 
are formed by the chara£lers of thofe with whoni 
they chance to aflbciate* The mild are apt tb fink 
into habits of indolence and floth. l^he cheerful 
and gay, when warmed by pleafiire and mitth, lofe 
thatfobriety and felf denial^ which is efiential ta( 
the fupport of virtue.-'-^-^Even modefty and fub- 
rofflion, qualities to valuable in themfelves/ and Cd 
highly ornarnental to youth^ fometime^ degcherate 
into a vicious timidity ; a timidity, which reftraitis? 
men from doing their duty with firmriefs ^hich 
cannot (land the frown of the great, the reproach of ^ 
the multitude, or even the ridicule and fneer 6f the 
fcoriier. 

Nothing can be xAott anhiable than a cotiftant de^ 
lire to pleafe $ and an unwillingnefs to offend of 
hurt , Yet in charaQkers where this is a predorni-i 
ilant feature, defers are ofterxfouhd« Fond silw^ays^ 
to oblige, and afraid to iittef atiy difagreeabl^ truths 
luch perfons are fottietimes led to diffeofSIei Theit 
tJ 9t love 
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love of truth is facrificed to their k>v« of pleafiiig. 
Their fpeech, and their manners^ aflame a ftudied 
courtefy. You cannot always depend on tfaefr 
fmile ; nor, when they promife^ be fure of the per*, 
formance. They mean and intend well. But the 
good intention is temporary. Like wax, they yield 
eafily to every impreffion; andthetranfientfriend- 
fiiip contra£led with one perfon^ is effaced by the 
next. Undiftinguifhing defire to oblige, oftes 
proves, in the prelent ftate of human things, a dan- 
gerous habit. They who cannot, on many occ8« 
lions, give a firm and fteady denial, or who cantiot 
break off a conne£l:ion, which has been baftily and 
improperly formed, (land on the brink of many 
tnifcbiefs. They will be feduced by the corrupt, 
ing, enfnared by the artful, betrayed by thofe in 
whom they had placed their truft. Unfufpicioas 
themfelves, they were flattered with the belief of 
having m^ny friends around them. Elated with 
ianguine hopes, and cheerful Ipirits, they reckoned, 
that tomorrdtv wmtld be as this iay^ arid more almn^ 
dant. Injudicious liberality, and thoughtlefs pro- 
fcifion, are the confequence ; until, in the end, the 
firaits to which they arc reduced, bring them into 
mean or diihonourable courfes. Through inno» 
cent, but unguarded weaknefs, and from want of 
the feverer virtues, they are, in procefs of time, be- 
trayed^'^into downright crimes. Such may be the 
conclufion of thofe, who^ like the young rukr be- 
fore us, with tnany amiable and promiiing difpofi« 
tions, bad begun their career in life* 

III. Such perfons are not prepared for fuftabi'- 
ing, with propriety and digbity, the diftrelTes^ ti> 
which our Rate is liable. They were equipped for 
the feafon of funfiiine afid ferenity ; but when tb6 
iky is overeaft, and the days of daxkneftHgOttie, their 
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fieeble minds are deftitote of ffiuskfir^ an^ iU provide 
ed for defence. Then is the time^ when more bar*. 
Ay qualities are required ; when courage mufl face 
danger, conftancy fupport paiii, patience poflisfs it*, 
jfelf in the midft of difcouragementSi magnanimity 
difplay its contempt of threatenings. If thofe high 
virtues be altc^erber {trailers to the mind, the mild 
and gentle will certainly frnlt under the torrent of 
difaften.-*«^The ruler in the text could plead, that 
his behaviour to others, in the courfe of fodal life, 
had been unexceptionable. So for, the reflexion 
on his condu£l would affordhim comfort amidft 
adverfity. But no man is without failings. In the 
dejecting feafon of trouble, it will occur to every 
one, tlrat he has been guilty of frequent tranr» 
greffion i that much of what ought to have been 
done, was negleded ; and that much of what has 
been done, had better have been omitted. In fuch 
fituations, when a thoufand apprehenfions arife to 
alarm confcience, nothing is able to quiet its unea« 
£nefs, except a well grounded truft in the mercy 
and acceptance of Heaven. It is firm religious 
principle, a6ling upon a manly and enlightened 
mind, that gives dignity to the charader, and com-^ 
pofure to the heart, under all the troubles of the 
world. This enables the hrave and virtuous man^ 
with fuccefs to bu|Fet the ftorm. While ^ who 
Kad once fpaiided in focie y with all the chffms of 
gay vivacity, and had been the delight of every cir* 
4Cle in which he was engaged, remains difpirited^ 
cfverwhdimed, and annihilated, in the evil day. 
< 
Such are the failings incident to perfons of mix* 
f d and imperfefl goodnefs : Such the defe6ls of a 
eharadler formed merely of the amiable, without the 
eftimable qualities of m^. ' 
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It appears from this, that we tnuft not place too 
much truft in the fair appearances, which a cbarac* 
ter may at firft exhibit. In judging of others, let 
us always think the heft, and employ the fpirit of 
charity and candour. But in judging of ourfelves, 
we ought to be more fevere. Let us remember 
him whom our Lord l;ieheld, and loved ; and who 
yet fell fliort of the kingdom of heaven. Let us 
not forget, that fomething more than gentlenefs and 
modefty, that complacency of temper and affability 
of manners, is requifite to form a worthy man, ot a 
true Chriftian. To a high place in our efteem, 
thefe qualities are juftly intitled. They enter eL 
fentially into every good man's charader. They 
form fome of its moft favourable diftindions. But 
they cQnflitute a part of it; not the whole. Let 
u« not, therefore, reft on theih entirely, when we 
conceive an idea of iirhat manner of perfofis we 
ought tq bp, 

Let piety form the bafis of firm and eftah^ 
lifhed virtue. If this be wanting, the charaCler 
cannot be found and entire. Moral virtue will 
always be endangered, often be overthrown, 
when it is feparated from its fureft fupport« 
Confidence in God, ftrengthened by faith in 
the great Redeemer of mankind, not only, amidft 
the fcverer trials of virtue, gives conftancy to the 
mind, but, by nourifliing the hope of immortality, 
adds warmth and elevation to the affe6lions. They 
^hofe condu£l is not animated by religious princir 
pie, are deprived of the mod powerful incentive to 
i^orthy and honourable deeds. 

Let fuqh difcipline, next, be ftudied, as may 
fonn us to the a£live and manly virtues. To na. 
tural gpod affeflions, we can never entirely tnift 
ouccondu^. Thefe, as has been (hown, may fome* 
times be warped into what is wrong j and ofteti will 
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prove infttfficient for carrying us rightly through all 
the duties of life. Good affeflions are highly va- 
luable ; but they inuft be fupported by fished prin<- 
ciples, cultivated in theunderllanding, and rooted in 
the heart. Habits muft be acquired of temperance 
and felf denial, that we may be able to' reuft plea- 
fure, and endure pain, when either of them inter- 
fere with our duty ; that we may be prepared to 
tnake a facrifice of any worldly intereft, when the 
voice of God and confcience demand it. Let us 
always remember, that without fortitude of rnind^ 
there is no manhood ; there can be no perfever'* 
ance in virtue. Let a facred and inviolable regard 
for truth reign in our whole behaviour. Let us be 
difiinguiihed for fidelity to every promife we have 
made ; and for conftancy in every worthy friend- 
ihip we have formed. Let no weak complaifance, 
no undue regard to the opinions of men, ever make 
us betray the rights of confcience. What we have 
once, upon due confideration, adopted as rules of 
condu£l, to thefe let us adhere unfliaken. Howe- 
ver the world may change around us, let it find us 
the fame in profperity and adverfity ; faithful t6 
God and virtue ; faithful to the convi6lions of ouir 
own heart. What our lot in the world may be, is 
not ours to forefee or determine. But it is ours to 
cefolve, that whatever it (hall be, it (hall find us per. 
fevering in one line of uprightnefs and honour. 

By fuch difcipline, fuch attentions as thefe, we 
are to guard againft thofe failings which are fome. 
times found to (lain the moft engaging charaders. 
Joining in proper union the amiable and eftimable 
qualities,' by the one we (hall attra6): the good ; and 
by the other, command refpeft from the bad. We 
fiiall both fecure our own integrity, and (hall exhibit 
to others a proper view of what virtue is, iix its na- 
tive grace s^d maje%; In one part of our char- 
V 4 after. 
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after, we fljiali refemble tlie iawer th^t fmiUs i^^ 
fpiing ; in anothu^, tl^^ fiwly .roc3yted ^rec^ th^ 
braves the winter fiortn* pOT, r^men)l>er we muft, 
thfit there i^ a feafpP of winter, ^$ vk^ell as.qf Cpriag 
and fumnaer, in huaian life j; and it cqnc^]nii3 us to 
J)e equally prepared for both* 

A Hic;.H£R and tpore perfe€l exaccfpl^ of fucb 21 
jcbarader as I now recommend, canj^qt be found^ 
than what is prefented to us in the life of Jefus 
Chrift. In him, we behold all that is g^nlle^ united 
with all that is refpeflable. It is a remarkable es^* 
preflipn, which the Apoftle Paul employs concern- 
ing him ; / befecch jiou by the metknefs and gtnJtlemfs 
of Chrifi*. Well might thefe qualities he fingle4 
put, as thofe for which he was known and difiin^ 

fuilhed. We fee him in his whole .behaviour affa^ 
If, courteous, and eafy of accefs. He converfed 
familiarly V^th all who p^refented themfelves ; and 
defpifed not the meaneft. With all the iniirmitiesf 
of his difciples h^ caliply bore ; apd his rebuke^ 
were mild, when their provocations were great. He 
>>rept oyer the calamities of his country, which per- 
secuted him ; and apologifed and prayed for them 
who put him to death. Yet the fame Tefus we be- 
hold, awful in the flri£lnefs of his viruc ; inflexible 
in the caufe of trudi ; uncomplying with ppevaiUngi 
manners, when, be found them corrupt ; fetcing his. 
face boldly agaiuft the hypocritical leaders of the 
people ; overawed by none of their threatenings ; 
in the mod indignant terms, reproving tlieir vices^ 
and ftigmatizing their ch^raSers. We behold him- 
gentle, without being tame ; firm, without being 
flern ; courageous, without being violer^t. Lets 
this mind bt in us xphich. was alfo in ^[tfus Chrifi : 
and we fhall attain to honour, both, with God an4 
with nun. 

* 4 Cor. z. t% 
• " ' . SERMON 
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On the Sacramsnt qf i^Hc Loup's Suppbb, 
as a Preparation for Dbath. 



P^itachtd «* the f^ti^RA^iM •( the StcmAMSVi' «l Ib^ 



MATTHEW, xxvi. 29. 

But I fay unto yau, I will not drink henceforth •/ 
this frmt xif the vine^. until that day when / driM 
it new with jou in my Father* s kingdom. 

"Wit H thcfe words of our Weffed Lord 
the Evangclift concludes his account of the inftitu- 
tion of the Sacrament of the Supper.. It is 
an inftitution which, foletnn and venerable in itfelf, 
is rendered ftill more fo by the circumftances which 
accompanied it. Our Lord had now, for about 
three years, continued to appear in his public char- 
a£ler, in the land of Judea. He had, all along^ 
been watched with a jealous eye, by his enemies ; 
and the time was come, when they were to prevail 
againft him* A few friends he had, from the be««. 
ginning fel<e6led, who, in every yiciflitude of hi^ 
ftate, remained faithfuDy attached to him. With 
' • - thefe 
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thefc friends he was now meeting for the laft time^ 
on the very evening in which he was betrayed and 
feized. He perfedly knew all that was to bcfal 
him. He knew that this wasjthe laft m^al in which 
he was to join with thofe, who had been the com- 
panions of all his labours, the confidents of all his 
griefs ; among whom he had paffed all the quiet 
and private moments of his life. He knew that 
within a few hours, he was to be torn from this 
loved fociety, by a band of ruffians ; and bjr to. 
morrow was to be publicly arraigned as a malefador. 
With a heart melting with tendcrnefs, he faid to the 
twelve Apoftles, as he fat down with them at •tabic, 
mth defire I have defirtd to eat this pafover with 
you be/ore I fuffer\ And then, having gratified 
himfelf for the laft time in their fociety, and having 
inftituted that commemoration of his death which 
was to continue in the Chriftian church until the 
end of ages, he took a folcmn and aff^eftionate fare- 
well of bis friends, in the words of the text, I fay 
ttntoyou^ that I will not drink henceforth of this fruit 
if the vine, until that day when / drink it new viitk 
yOu in my Father* s kingdom. 

As thefe words were uttered by our Lord, in the 
proCpefi; of bis fufferings ; when preparing himfelf 
for death, and looking forward to a future meeting 
with his friends in heaven ; let us, under this view, 
confider the facrament, which he t;han inftituted, as 
a preparation for all the fufEerings of life, and, ef-r 
pecially, a preparation for death. It is fit and' 
proper, that fuch folemn profpeds Ihould enter into 
the fcrvice which we are this day to perform. We 
have no reafon to imagine, that they will render it a 
gloomy fcrvice. A^ good and wife man is often 
difpofed to look forward to the termination of life. 
The number of our days is determined by Go4 ; 
^vA fertainly it will not tend to fhorten their nuow 

f Luke, xxii. 1$. 
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ber, that we employ ourfclves in preparing for death. 
On the contrary, while our days laft, it will tend to 
make us pafs them more comfortably and more 
wifely. Let us now then^ as if for the laft time we 
were to partake of this facrament, coiiiider haw it 
tnay ferve to prepare us for the dying hour« 

I. It is a high exercife of all thofe difpofittcms 
and affedionSy in which a good man would wiih 
to die. He would furely wilh to leave this 
world in the fpirit of devotion towards God, 
and of fellowthip and charity with all his brethren 
on earth. Now thefe are the very fentiments. 
which the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper infpires 
into the heart of every pious communicant. It in« 
eludes the higheft ads of devotion of which human 
nature is capable. It imports, a lively fenfe of the 
fnfinite mercies of Heafven ; of the gratitude we owe 
to that God, who, by. the death of his Son, hath 
reftored the forfeited happinefs and hopes of the 
human race. It imports the confecration of the 
foul to Gpd ; the entire refignationof ourfelves^ 
and all our concerns, into his hands ; as to the God 
whom we ferve and love ; the guardian in whom 
we confide. To thte, O Lord^ do I lift up myfouL 
I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy. 
I will come into thy houfe in the multitude of thy mer-' 
cy ; and in thy fear, I will worjhip towards thy holy 
temple*. 

Thefe devout affeftions towards God are, on this 
^ccaGon, neceffarily accompanied with benevolent 
difpofitions towards men. Our communion is not 
only with God, but with one another. In this fol- 
emn fervice^ the diftindion of ranks is aboliflied. 
We aflfemble in common before our great Lord, 
profeifing ourfelves to be all members of his family, 

3|n4 

• Pfalm xlUi. 4 ; r. 7» 
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and children of the fame Father* No feud, nor 
ilrife^ nor enmity, is permitted to approach the fa^ 
cred taUe. All within that hallowed fpace breatiiet 
peace, and conecn^d, and lave. If thou bring ihf 
gift to the dt»r^ and there remifnkrtjt that thy bro^ 
ther hath ought againjl thee ; lewoe there thy gift he^ 
fore the altar ^ arid go thy way ; frfl be reconciled to 
thy broihtr, and then come and ^er thy gift.* What 
can be more becoming men and Chrimans, thaa 
fiich fentioients of piety to the great Father of the 
univerfe ; gratitude to th^ merciful Redeemer of 
mankind; and charity and forgivenefs towards 
all <mr brethren ? Is not this the temper in which a 
good man ifaould wifh to live ? more efpecially is 
not this the frame of mind which will give both dig^ 
luty and peace to his laft moments ? How difcom* 
pofed and embittered will thefe important momenta 
prove, if, with a mind foured by the remembrance 
of unforgiven injuries, with a bread rankled by en- 
snity, with a heart alienated from God, andinfenfild# 
to devotion, one be forced away from lif<e ? 

Contemplate the manner m which our Uefled 
Lord died ; which the fervice of this day brings 
particularly into your view. You behold him» 
amid ft the extremity of pain, calm and c6lilt€btd 
within himfelf ; poffefEng his fpirit with all the fc-* 
renity Which fublime devotion, and exalted bene- 
volence, infpire. You hear him, firft, lamenting 
the fate of his unhappy country ; next, when to 
was fattened^ to the crofs, addrefling words of con- 
folation to his afflided parent ; and laftly, fending 
«p prayers mixed with compaffionate apologies, for 
thofe who were fliedding hii blood. After all thofe 
exercifes of charity, you behold him in an aft 6f 
devout adoration arid truft, rcfigning his breath : 
Father, into thy hands I commend my fpirit. ^-^C^^n 
any death be pronounced unhappy, how diftrefsful 

foever 
Matthew, V. 13, a^ 
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foevdr its circumftatices may be/trbkh is thus fup- 
|)orted, and digtii^ed f What could vre wifli for 
ttore in our laft moments, than with this peaceful 
frame of mind, this calm of all the afkGtions^ this 
exaltation of htart towards God, this diffufion of 
benevolence towards men, to bid adieu to the world ? 
If, in fuch a f^irit as this,, we would all wifli to 
die, let us think that now is the time to prepare for 
it, hy feafonably cultivating' this fpirit while we live; 
by imbibing, in particular, from the holy faerametit, 
thofe difpoiitions and affeflions which we would 
wifli to poflefs at our lateft period. It is altogether 
V^Ab to imagine, that when the hour of death ap- 
proaches, we fliall be able to form ourfelves intd 
the frame of mitid which is then moft proper and 
decent. Amidft the ftruggles of nature, and under 
the load of ficknefs or pain, it is not time for unac- 
cullomed exertions tb be n^ade, or for new reform- 
ations to be begun. Sukfficient^ and more than fuf. 
ficientj/or that day is the evil thereof. It will be to6 
late to aflume then the hero, or the faint, if we hare 
been totally unacquainted with the character before. 
The fentiments we would difplay, and the langua^ 
we would utter, will be alien and ftrange to us. ^ 
Thty will be forced, and foreign to the heart. It 
is only in confequence of habits acquired in former 
and better days, that a temper of piety and charity 
can grow up into fuch ftrcngtb, as to confer peace 
and magnanimity on the concluding hours of life. 
Peculiarly favourable to the acquifition of fuch a 
temper, are the devotions of this day. In this view, 
let us perform them ; and fturfy to be at the table 
df the Lord, what we would wifti to be when the 
fummons of death fhall come. 

II. This facrament becomes a preparation Fof 
death, by laying a foundation for peace with God. 

What 
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What is important at the dofe of life, is not onjj 
the temper in which we Icav^ the world, but th«s 
fituation in which we ftand with rerpe6l to that great 
Judge, before whom we are about to appear. Thifr 
view of our fituation is apt to efcape us, during the 
ordinary courfe of life. Occupied with the affair^ 
and concerns of this world ; flattered by thofe illu- 
£ve colours of innocence and virtue, iu which felf 
love dredesup our chara£ter, apprehenfions of guilt 
create little uneaGnefs to the multitude of men. 
But^ on the approach of death,^ their ideas change^ 
As the inquifiition of the fupreme Judge draws nigh^ 
remember tranfgreflions crowd upon the mind^ 
Guilt becomes ftrongly realized to the imagination; 
and alarms, before unknown, begin to arife* Hence 
that anxiety^ in the profpefl of a future invifible 
world, which is fo often feen to attend the beii of 
deaths Hence thofe various methods, which fuper-t 
fiition has devifed for quieting this anxiety ; thcs 
trembling mind eagerly grafping every feeble plank 
on which it can lay hold ; and flying for prote6tion 
the mod unavailing aid. The flouted fpirits have 
been then known to beqd ; the proudeft hearts to 
be humbled. They who are now mod thoughtlefs 
sbout their fpiritual concerns, may, perhaps, be in 
this date before they die. 

The difpenfation of grace difcovered inthegofpei^ 
afiPords the only remedy againd thofe terrors,by the 
promife of pardon, extended to the penitent, through 
the merits of our Lord Jefus Chrid. It is the very ef-. 
fence of this facrament, to exhibit this promifed grace 
to mankind ; My body which was broken for you ; my 
ilooijhcd for many for the remijfion offins^ Jlere 
fliines from above, the ray of hope^ Divine juftice, 
we are affured, is not inexorable. Divine niercy is 
accelEble, to all who believe and repent. The par- 
ticipation 
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ticipation of this facrament, therefore, naturally im^ 
parts comfort to the worthy communicant ; as ip 
fuppofes^ on his part, a cordial conipliance with 
thofe terms, on which pardon is offered by the gof-> 
pel to mankind. 

I mean not to fay, that the participation of this 
facrament^ how pious and proper foever our difpc^ 
litions at that time may be, is^ of itfelf fufficient to 
cnfure us of comfort at death. It were unwarrant«.^ 
able to flatter Chrifttans, with hopes to this extent. 
No fingle aft of the tnoft fervent devotion can af- 
ford aflured hopes of peace with Heaven, until thefc 
hopes be ccMinrmetJ by the fucceeding tenor of a 
good life. But what may fafely be afierted is^ that 
communicating in a proper manner, makes way for 
fuch hopes; It is an introdu£);ion to that ftate of 
reconciliation with God, which will give you peace 
in death* li is the beginning of a good courfe, 
which, if duly purfued, will make your latter end 
blefled. It is the entrance of the path ofthejvfi ; 
the morning of that light which Jhintth more and 
more unto the perfeU day. For this jioly facrament 
is* a profefled renunciation of the vices and corrup- 
tions of the wbrjd. It is a profefTed direli£lion of 
former evil habitis ; a folemn return, on our part, to 
God and virtue, under the firm truft, that God will, 
through Jefus Chrift, (how mercy to the frailties of 
the penitent. If you continue to fupport the char- 
ader which you this day aflume, the invifible world 
will no longer prefent to you a fcene of terrors. 
You will be comforted with the view of goodnefs 
atid companion, as predominant in the adminiftra^ 
tion of the univerfe. After' having finilhed a vir- 
tuous courfe, you will be able to look up to that 
Grod whom you have worfliipped, and to fay, / knaro 
in whom I, have trujled. ' Though I walk through the 

valley 
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valk^ &f the JKnio-m of detah, ItuiHtfeAf ito tTjH i 
for thou art with me. Thy tod artS thy Jiaff jfiitll 
eomfoft mt. 

II f. This facrament prepares u4 for a happjf 
death, by ftrertgthyning the contiefitiOri b'S6tW6en 
ehtiftiaris, and Chrift theit SaVibuf . t'Ms i$ i 
conrreflion which, in various ways, i-efddti^ds tt> t)Mi 
htntGi ; 2lnd will be found partictilarly cbrifofitdty 
at the hour of death. The awful Mai^fty bf Hdavci! 
is m danger of ovefwheTming the mitia^ fn the fcebW 
moments of departing h'fe. The r€vtt<trict itin- 
fpires is mingled wifhi fehfatiohs of dread, ^bidi 
might be too ftrong fof us then tobcfir. When w€ 
look up to it, through a Mediator atid IntercefRif, 
that Majelly iiffumes a milddr ifpeft, and appcfa^s Ui 
invite our approach. Whatever, therefore, forms i 
conneftion with ihis great Mediatcfr, this potv-ei^f 
friend and patron of the human racd, mtijl t>e tnofl 
defirable to every one, efpccially to thi rfyin^ fftati. 
Now, this facrament unites us abfel^' with him. H 
is the oath of our allegiance. It is the fiflt of ^if* 
lifting ourfelves under the batinef of this diyi'n)^ 
Leader. Of courfe, it ftrehgthen^ our faith iii h'iw; 
as orur guide through life, and our guajfdiafl airia 
protfeftor in death. It gives us a title to Iddkupi to 
hini, under the con'fidehce of that teciprocsil feng^g^^ 
ment; which fidelity on the oht hatid is altirayi liil^' 
derftood to imply, of protefliiori on the other. 

fefis participation of our nature conveys a diegt^e 
of cncduragerrieht, 'which we could derive frbrrt 66 
being altogethet celeftial, how gracious or benign 
foever. In our utmoft extremity, we can have re- 
courfe to his fym^athifing aid, whb had exj>eri€nee 
both of the diftrefes of life, arid bf the terrbr^ of 
death. We behold, in the text, with what firm 
tranquillity he looked forward to his approaching 

fufferings* 
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fufferings. Sincere attachment to our great Mat- 
ter, may be expefted to infufe into us feme 
degree of the fame happy compofure of mind. 
It is owing to our lofing out of view this pcrfcfl: 
model ; to our following the crowd, and adopting 
the common fpirit of the world, that we become 
mean fpirited and bafe ; fervilely attached to Hfe, 
atnd afraid to die. Did we^ according to our eni- 
gagements at the Lord's table, fceef) our eye fixed 
on our divine Leader^ add iludy to foUow his fteps; 
a portion of his fpirit would d.efcend upon us at the 
hour of deatbi It would be as the mantle of £lijah^ 
falling on a chofen difciple j and would enable u^; 
as Jt did Eli(hah of old, to fmite, and divide the 

waters. We believe our Saviour now to rule in 

the Mforld of fpirits. The grave, therefore- bar^ 
n6t his followers from accefs to him. Inrfie grav^^ 
for our fake, he once lay down, that he might difl 
pel the gloom which appears to lis to cover th^ 
formidable manfion. In a fliort time hfe arofe from 
it> in order to aflure us, that the dark and riarrow 
houfe was not to confine his followers for even 
3y his death j he conquered death, and him that hat! 
the power of it j and his voide to lis is, Beeaufe I 
livfj ycjhall live alfo. Hence, as long As we pre- 
ferve that attachment to him which We this day 
profefs, we are furnifliod with a variety of confideri 
atiptis projier for fupporting u& in the profpeGt of 
iwir diffoluti6ii.-T-Thi4. leads me tq obfervei 

iV. That the facrameiit of which we are td 
partake, prepares us for death, by corifirming and 
enlivening our hope of immortality, in this facra- 
ment, my friends, ydu aft for both Worlds. As inu 
habitants of the earthy you are on this day to look 
forward, with care, to your future behaviour in it* 
For you are not, by any means, difengagiiig Vour- 
W felves 
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felves totally from this life and its concerns. On 
the contrary, you are forming, and even ftrength- 
ening, thofe conne£^ions, which virtue requires you 
to maintain with your friends, and fellow creatures 

around you. At the fame time, you are not to 

confider yourfelves as citizens of earth oiriy; 
But alfo as citizens of heaven. You afe to re. 
cognize, on this occafion, your relation to a higher 
and better country, with which you are conneded 
by the mod facred ties ; and from which yoa de. 
rive thofe comforts and hopes, that will both purify 
your life and render your death happy. The fa. 
crament of the fupper is, in this view, an afcent of 
the mind above terreftrial things. At the Lord's 
table, we alTociate ourfelves, in fome degree, with 
fpirits of a more exalted order. We declare^ that 
^e are tending towards their fociety ^ and have fix- 
ed our final reft within the veil. This view of 
the inftitution, fo comfortable to the laft period of 
life, is plainly given us in the words of the text. 
For it is worthy of particular obfervation, that, as foon 
as our Lord had inftituted this facrament, heflrait- 
way leads the thoughts of hisdifciplestoa ftate of fu- 
ture exiftence. Employing that metaphorical ftyle, 
which the occafion naturally fuggefted, he tells them, 
that though he was not henceforth to drink of the fruit 
of the vine on earth, yet a day was coming, when 
he was again to Jrink it, with them; to drink it, in 
his Fathfir's kingdom. Two diftin6l ideas are, in 
thefe words, prefented to us. One is, the abode 
into which our Saviour was to remove ; his Father's 
kingdom. The other, the fociety which he was 
there to enjoy ; with you in my Father*s kingdom. 
Thefe correfpond to the two views, under which 
death is moft formidable to men ; both of which he 
intended to banilh, by the inftitution of this faera. 
ment : firft, thacdeath is a tranfition to a new and 
unknown world; and next, that it- is a final fepara* 
tion from all the friends whom we have loved on 
earth. Firsts 
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First; if death terminates our exigence here^ 
the abodf to which it tranilates the faithful follow* 
crs of Chrift, is the kingdom of his Father. The 
inftitution of this facrament difpels all the gloomy 
ideas of annihilation^ of nonexiftence^ of total dark* 
nefs, which our imigination is ready to aiTociate 
with the grave. We are here alTured^ that to good 
men, death is not the clofe of being, but a change 
of ftate; a removal, from a diftant and obfcure 
province of the univerfe, into the city of God, 
the chief feat of their Father's kingdom. — They 
have every reafon to believe, that the objeds which 
are to meet them there, how new and unknown fo« 
ever, (hall all be propitious and friendly. For in* 
to the kingdom of his Father, their Lord has de^ 
-dared, that he is entered as their Forerunner ^ I 
go to my Father t and your Father ; to my God, and 
your God. In my Father^ s houfe are many marjions. 
I go to prepare a place for you. I will come again 
and receive you to myfelf that where I am^ there ye 
may he aljo. What reafonings, what fpeculations, 
can have power to impart fo much peace to the dy- 
ing man, as a promife fo dire£t and explicit, com- 
ing from him who is truth itfelf, andconnot lie ? If 
it were not fo^ I would have told you*. The prof- 
peft becomes ftill more cheering and relieving, when 
we include. 

The other circumftance mentioned in the text; 
the fociety to be enjoyed in that future ftate of be- 
ing. With you^ IJhall drink of the fruit of the vine 
in my Father's kingdom. In how amiable a light 
does our Saviour here appear, looking forward to a 
future reunion with thofe beloved friends, whom 
he was now leaving, as to a circumftance which 
(hould increafe both his own felicity and theirs, 
when they met again in a happier world ! Thus, 
in the mod afFedionate manner, cheering their 

W 2 drooping 

• John, xiv. a. 
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drooping and dejefted fpirits ; and, by a fimilaf 
profpeS, providing for the comfort of his followers 
in future generations, when they fliould be about 
to leave the world. 

The expreflions in the text plainly fuggeft a 
joyful iutercourfe among friends, who had been fe- 
par^ted by de;ath : and therefore feem to give much 
confirmation, to what has always been a favourite 
hope of good men ; that friends (hall know and re- 
cognife each other, and renew their former connec-^ 
tions, in a future ftate of exiftence. How many 
pleafing profpefls does fuchan intimation open, to 
the mind ! How much does it tend to compenfatc 
the vanity of life, and to mitigate the forrows of 
death ! For it is not to be denied, that one of the 
mod bitter circumftances attendingdeath, is the final 
feparation from beloved friends. This is apt equaU 
ly to ring the hearts of the dying, and the furviv- 
ing ; and it is an anguifh of that fort, which defcends 
moft deeply into the virtuous and worthy breaft. 
When, furrounded with an affeftionate family, and 
tveeping friends, a good man is taking his laft adieu 
of all whom he held mofl dear on earth ; when 
with a feeble voice, he is giving them his bleffing, be- 
fore he leaves them for ever ; when, for the laflb 
time, he beholds the coutltenance, he. touches the 
hand, he hears the voice, of the perfon nearefl; his 
heart ; who could bear this bitternefs of grief, if no 
fupport were to be piiniftered by religious hope ? 
if there were no voice to whifper to our fpirits, that 
hereafter we, and thofe whom we love, fhall meet 
again in a more blifsful land ?-— What higher view 
can poflSbly be giveri, of the benefit redounding 
from this divine inftitution, than its afi^ording us 
confolation in fuch fituations of extreme diftrefs, 
by realifing to our fouls the belief of an immortal 
ftate, in tvhich all the virtuous and worthy fhall b« 
reunited in the prefence of their common Lord ? 

Thus 
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-J 
Thus I have fct before you many confidera- 
tions, ariiing from the facramenc of onr Lord'* 
Supper, which render it a proper preparation not 
only for a good life, but for a comfortable and hap- 
py death. The great improvement to be made of 
the fubjed is, to bring to the altar of God fuch dif- 
pofitions of heart, as may give us grtjund to hope 
for this bleiTed efiFeft. Let ds approach to the fa- 
cirament with the fame ferioufnefs of frdrrie,. as if it 
were the laft time tve were ever t6 partake of it ; as 
if we were now making provifidn for a journey to 
thit Und whence notie return j as if we were never 
to drink^ in this manner, ofthefruit of the vine, uru 
til that day when we drink it^ with thofe whom we 

have loved, in our Father's kingdom. God only 

knows to whom this may be truly fpoken ! God 
knows who, of this affembly, Ihall never have op- 
portunity to approach again to the facred table, 
and to meet with their brethren, on fuch an occaG- 
on, in the courts of the Lord's houfe ! — Whatever 
our doom is to be, whether we are appointed for 
life or for death, fuch is the frame of mind which 
now beft becomes, and will mod improve us, in . 
partaking of the holy facrament. ^. 

Let me caution you, before I conclude, again ft 
judging of the propriety of your difpofition in this 
folemn a6l of worfhip, folely by the warmth of your 
affeftions, and the fervour of your devotion. This 
Hate of heart, how defirable foever it may be, can- 
not be at all times poffeffed. It depends, in fome 
meafure, on natural fenfibility. All are not equal- 
ly endowed with warm and tender feelings. Even 
they .who are fufceptible of the higheft degrees of 
pious and virtuous fenfibility, cannot, on every oc- 
cafion, command that happy temperature of mind. 
We are not, therefore, to judge unfavourably of 
ourfelves, if this be not always the privilege of our 
W 3 devotions. 
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devotions. It is chiefly a fedate and compofed 
frame of fpirit» that we muftftudy to cultivate; arif- 
ing from grave and fober thoughts ; from feriou3 
and penitent recolleflion of paft errors ; frond good 
purpofes for the future ; and from a deep fenfe of 
the approaching events of death and immortality. 
Penetrated with fuch difpofitions, you have ground 
to come to the altar of God with humble truft and 
joy ; under th;^ helief^ that you ^re approaching, 
through the great Rede^mer^ to that merciful Crea- 
tor, to whom, in the high and holy place of ettrnitjt 
the devout afpirations of his fervants on earth, arc 
45ver acceptable apd pleating. 
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SERMON XXIV. 
On the Use and Abuse of the World. 



■» » » ■ <8 ' >> ®^^^ €) « <» tf « !i 



1 CORINTHIANS, vii. 31. 
•p— T'A^jy that ufe this worlds as not abufing /V.— 



X H E world is always reprefentcd in Scrip- 
ture as the great fcene of trial to a Chriftian. It 
fets before him a variety of duties, which are in- 
cumbent on him to perform ; and at the fame time, 
furrounds him with many dangers, again ft Which he 
has to guard. The part which is proper for him 
to aft, may be comprifed in thefe two expreflive 
words of the text ; ujing the worlds and not abufing 
it ; the fignificancy and extent of which, I purpofe 
pow to explain.. The fubjeft is of the higher im*- 
pQitance, as in the world we muft live ; and ac- 
cording as we ufe, or abufe it, it will prove either 
our friend, or our greateft foe. 

It is natural to begin with obferving, that the 
Chriftian is here fuppofcd to ufe the world ; by 
which we muft certainly underftand the Apoftle to 
mean, maintaining intercourfe and conneftion with 
the world ; living in it as one of the members of 
human' fociety ; afluming that rank which belongs 

w W4 to 
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to bis (lation. No one can be faid to ufe the world 
who lives not thus. Hence it follows, that fcquef- 
tration from the world is no part of Chriftian duty ; 
and it appears firange, t^at even among tbofe who 
approve not of monadic confinement, feclufion from 
the pleafures of fociety fhould have been fometimes 
confidered, as belonging to the chara£ler of a reli. 
gious man. They have been fuppofed to be the 
be ft fervants of God, who, confecrating their time 
to the exercil^s of devotion, mingle leaft in the or- 
dinary corametce of the world j and efpecially who 
abftain moft rigidly from all that has the appear, 
ance of amufement. But how pious and fincere 
foever the intentions of fuch perfons may be, they 
certainly take hot the propereft method, either for 
improving themfelves, or for advancing religion 
among others. For this is not ufing the world, but 
relinquiChing it. Inftead of making the light of a 
good example fhinc with ufeful fplendour through- 
out the circle of fociety, they confine it within a nar- 
row compafs. ' According to the metaphor em- 
ployed by our Saviour, after the candle is lighted, 
they put it under the bujhd. Inftead of recommend- 
ing religion to the world, they exhibit it under the 
IForbibden afpefl: af unneceflary aufterity. Inftead 
of employing their influence, to regulate and tem- 
per the pleafures of the world, by a moderate par- 
ticipation of thofe that are innocent, they deliver 
up all the entertainments of fociety, into the hands 
of the loofe and giddy. 

The various dangers which the world prefents to 
one who is defirous of maintaining his piety and in- 
tegrity, have given rife to this fcrupulous caution 
concerning the ufe of the warld ; and, fo far, the 
principle is commendable. But we muft remem- 
ber, that the virtue of a Chriftian is to be fliown, in 
furmounting dangers which he is called to encoun- 
''" ' ^' ■ ■'• ' ' ter. 
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ter. Into the poft of danger we were ordered by 
Providence, when we were brought into this world. 
We were placed as foldiers, on the field of battle. 
It is there, that our fidelity to our great Command* 
er mud appear. The mod fignal virtues which 
adorn and improve the human character, are dif*. 
played in aftive life.: There, the ftrcngth of the 
mind is brought forth and put to the tcft. There, 
all ^ the amiable difpofitions of the heart find their 
pr<^r exercife : humanity is cultivated ; patience, 
fortitude, and felf denial, come forward in all their 
fofms ; aind the light of good men^s works fo Ihinesi 
before others, as to lead them to glorify their Fath-^ 
er which is in heaven. 

: Jt may be aiTtlmed, thci:efore, as a principle jufti- 
fied by the text, and by the whole ftrain of Scrip-^ 
ture, that to ufe, and in a certain degree to enjoy, 
the- world, is altogether confident with religion^ 
Acording to the rank which men poffefs in fociety, 
according to their age, their employment and con^ 
ncftions, their intercourfe with the world will be 
more or lefs extended. In private .life, they ufe 
the world with propriety, who are aSive and induf- 
trious in their callings ; jud and upright in their 
dealings ; fober, contented, and cheerful in their 
ftation. When the circuuftances of men allow 
them a wider command of the enjoyments of the 
world, of thofe enjoyments they may freely partake, 
within the bounds of temperance, moderation, and 
decency. The.bigheft fituations of rank and opu- 
lence, ought to be drftinguifhed by dignity of cha- 
rafter; by eitenfivt: beneficence, ufefulnefs, and 
public fpirit ; by magnificence, without oftentation; 
and generous hofpitality, without profufion. 

We Ihall have a clearer view of the proper ufe 
of the world, -when we contraft it with that abufe of 
the world which we too often obferye. Thofc 
al)ufes manifeft themfelves in various jforms ; but 
in general may be clafled under three great heads. 

I. They 
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I. They are abufers of the world, who intemp* 
erately give themfelves up to its pleafures, and lead 
a life of licentioufnefsy riot and diffipation. Amidft 
the wealth and luxury of the prefent age, it will be 
admitted, that perfons of this defcription are not nn« 
frequent, who, being opulent in fortune, and per* 
haps high in rank, think themfelves entitled to pafs 
their days in a carelefs manner, without any other 
obje6l in view, than the gratification of their fenfes 
and paffions. It fhall be granted, that they are not 
obliged to that exa6l economy and attention in 
their manner of living, which the ftate of fortune 
may require of others. Gaity (hall be permitted 
to them ; change of fcene, and variety of amufe- 
ments. But let them not forget, that as men and 
members of fociety, not to fay profeflbrs of the 
Chriftian faith, they are bound to (lop (hort in their 
career of pleafure, as foon as it becomes difgracefiil 
to themfelves, and hurtful to the world. By the 
train of life which they lead, they defeat every pur- 
pofe for which providence beftowed on them the 
bleflTmgs of profperily. They (ink every talent 
which they poiTefs, into ufelefs in(]gnificancy. They 
corrupt the public manners by their example ; and 
diflFule among others the fpirit of extravagance and 
folly. They behave in a manner altogether unfuit* 
able to the condition of the world in which we live; 
where we are expofed to fo much change, furround* 
ed with fo much diftrefs, and daily behold fo many 
affeding fcenes, as ought to awaken ferious reflec- 
tion, and chafien diflTolute mirth. 

With indignant eye^^ the fober and thinking part 
of mankind view the luxury and riot of thofe abuf- 
ers of the world. To them are owing the difcon- 
tents of the poor, their difaffe£lion to their fuperi* 
ors, their pronenefs to difturb the peace of the world. 
When the poor behold wealth properly ufed, they 

look 
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look up with refpeQ: to them who poflefs it. They 
reft contented in their ftation ; and blefs the juft 
and generous, from whofe munificence they receive 
employment and reward. But when they behold 
tbofe men of pleafure diflipating, in vice and folly^ 
(he fortune which their forefathers had honourably 
earned ; when they behold them oppreffingaJl their 
dependents, merely that they may revel in luxuri* 
ous extravagance, then their hearts fwell within 
them ; with murmurs of fullen grief, they eye 
their own mean habitation, and needy family 1 
and become prepared for robbery, tumult, fedition^ 
and every evil work. 

The conduft of fuch abufers of the world, is not 
only pernicious to the welfare of fociety, and to the 
interefts of virtue ; it is equally ruinous to them- 
felves. I {hall not infift on the lofs of reputation, 
the wafte of fortune, the broken health, and debili- 
tated frame, which are the well known confe- 
quences of a life of intemperate pleafure. I fliall 
not recount all the better and more fubftantial en« 

. joymcnts which they forfeit. Amidft the turbu- 
lence . of riot, and the fumes of intoxication, un- 
known to them are the rational entertainments of re- 
gular life ; the enjoyment of the face of nature ; the 

. pleafures of knowledge, and an improved mind ; the 
pleafures of private friendfliip, and domeftic fociety ; 
the confcious fatisfa6lion which accompanies ho- 
nourable labours, and the juftly acquired efteem of 
thofe who furround th^m. All thefe they have 
thrown away; and in their room have fubftituted, 
what they think more high and vivid pleafures. 
But of what nature are thofe pleafures ? Evtn in 
laughttr the heart is forrowful \ and the end of that 
mrth is heavinefs*. 

At the bottom of the hearts of all men, there lies 
a fecret fenfe of propriety, virtue, and honour. 

This 

Proverbs, xiv. ijt 
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This fenfe may be fo far blunted, as to lofe its in- 
fluence in guiding men to what is right, while yet it 
retains its power of making them feel that they are ad- 
ing wrong. Hence remorfe often knaws the heart, 
which affe6ls to appear light,and gay , before the world. 
Among the crowd of amufements, the voluptuary 
may endeavour to ftifie his uneafmefs ; but through 
all his defences it will penetrate. A confcious fenfe 
of his own infignificance, when he fees others dif- 
tinguiflied for a£ling a manly and worthy part; re- 
flexion on the time he has wafted, and the con- 
tempt he has incurred ; the galling remembrante 
of his earlier and better days, when he gave the fair 
promife of accompliflimcnts, which now are blafted; 
have frequently been foutid to fadden the feflive 
hour. The noife of merriment may be heard ; but 
heavinefs lies at the heart. While the tabret and 
the viol play, a melancholy voice founds in his ears. 
The wafted eftate, the neglefted halls, and ruined 
man lions of his father, rife to view. The atigry 
countenances of his friends feepi to ftare bim id the 
face. A hand appears to come forth ron the wall, 
and to write his doom. 

jgetreat; then, from your dilhonourable courfes, 
ye who by licentioufnefs, extravagance, and vice, 
are abufers of the world ! You are degrading, you 
are ruining yourfelves. You are grofsly mifem- 
ploying the gifts of God ; and the giver will not 
fail to punifli. Awake to the purfuits of men of 
virtue and honour. Break loofe from that magic 
circle, within which you are at prefent held. Re- 
jeft the poifoned cup which the enchantrefs Plea- 
fure holds up to your lips. Draw Afide the veil 
which ftie throws over your eyes. You will then 
fee other objefts than you now behold. You will 
fee a dark abyfs opening below you feet. You will 
fee virtue and temperance marking out the road, 

which 
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which condufis to true felicity. You will be ena- 
bled to difcern, that the world is enjoyed to advan-i 
tage, by none but fuch as follow thofe divine guides ; 
and who confider pleafure as the feafoning, but not 
as the bufinefs^ of life. 

II. The world is abufed, not only by aninteni«. 
perate purfuit of its pleafures^ but by a fordid at- 
tachment to its gains. This refpe£ls a fet of men 
of very different defcription from the former, more 
decent in their carriage, and lefs flagrant in their 
vices ; but corrupted by the world in no lefs a de- 
gree. For the world is often abufed by the men of 
bufinefs, as much as by the men of pleafure. When 
worldly fuccefs becomes the fole objefl: of their life ; 
when the accumulation of fortune fo engrofles them 
as to harden their heart againft every feeling of 
moral obligation ; when it renders them infenfible 
to the calls of affedion, and to the impreffions of 
piety and religion ; they then come under the dafs 
of the covetous, whom, it is faid, the Lord abhor-m 

The world, with its advantages, is a lawful objeft 
of purfuit to a Chriftian. He may feek, by fair 
induftry, to render his circumftances affluent. 
Without reproof, he may aim at diftindion and 
conGderation in the world. He may beftow a con« 
(iderable portion of his time and attention, on the 
fuccefsful management of his worldly intereft. All 
this is within the limits of that allowable ufe of the 
World, to which religion gives its fan£lion. But to 
a wife and good man^ the world is only a fecondary 
objed. He remembers there is an eternity beyond 
it. His care is^ riot merely to amafs and poflefs it^ 
but to . ufe his pofleilions well^ as one who is ac- 
countable to God. He is not a flave, either to the 
hopes^ or the fears of the world. He would rath- 
er 
Pfalm X. 1. 
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cr forfeit any prefent advantage^ than obtain it aC 
the expenfe of violating the divine law, or negleft-. 
ing his duty. This is ufing the world like a good 
man. This is living in it, as a fubje61; of God, and 
a member of the great community of mankind. To 
fuch a man, riches are a blefling. He may enjoy 
them with magnificence ; but he will ufe them with 
liberality. They open a wide field to the exercifc 
of his virtue^ and allow it to (hine with diffufive 
luftre. 

Very oppofite to this, is the charafter of the 
worldly minded. To them the mere attainment of 
earthly pofieffions is an uhimate aim. They cannot 
be faid to ufe the world ; for to poffcfs, not to ufe 
or enjoy, is their objeft. They are emphatically 
faid in Scripture, to lead them/elves with thick clay^. 
Some fort of apology may be framed for them who 
fcek to extraft from the world, pleafure of one kind 
or other. But for thofe who know no pleafure, far*. 
ther than adding houfe to houfe^ andjield to fields and 
calling them their owja, it is hardly polfible to frame 
any apology. Such perfons are idolators of the 
Worft kind ; for they have made the world their 
God, They daily worfhip and bow down before it; 
and hold nothing to be mean or bafe, which can pro- 
mote the enlargement of their fortune.-^-— He is an 
abufer of the ,world, let his poffeffion of it be ever fo 
ample, who knows nothing higher than the 
gains of the world. He is an abufer of the 
world, who facrifices probity, virtue, or hu- 
manity, to its interefts. He is an abufer of the 
world, who cannot occafionally retreat from it, to 
confider whatcarafter he bears in the fight of God • 
and to what iffue hisconduft will bring him at lad. 
In ^ word, the world is then properly ufed when it 

is 
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is generoufly and beneficently enjoyed ; neither 
hoarded up by avarice, nor fquandered by oftenta- 
tioii. 

III. The world is abufed, by thofc who employ 
its advantages to the injury or oppreflion of their 
brethren. Under this clafs are included^ the worft 
and mod criminal abufers of the world ; who turn 
againft their fellow creatures, thofe advantages with 
which it has pleafed Heaven to diftinguilh them. 
It is a clafs which comprehends, the fovereign who 
tyrannifes over his people ; the great man who de- 
prefles his dependents ; the mailer who is cruel to 
his fervants ; every one, in fine, who renders his fu- 
periority of any kind, whether of wealth or power, 
unneceflarily grievous to thofe who are his inferiors : 
Whofo fupercilioufnefs deje£ls the modeft ; whofc 
infolence tramples on the poor ; whofe rigour makes 
the widow and the orphan weep. Perfons of this 
charad:er, while thus abufing the advantages of the 
world, may, for a while, enjoy their triumph. But 
let them not think, their triumph is always to laft. 
Their turn fliall come to be humbled as low as thofe 
whom they now opprefs. For there is a vigilant eye 
in the heavens, attentive to obferve their procedure^ 
There is an impartial ear, which liftens to every ju(t 
complaint preferred againft them. There is an ir- 
refiftible arm ft retched over their heads, whofe weight 
they fhall one day feel. The Sovereign of the uni-* 
verfe charaderifes himfelf in the facred writings, as 
peculiarly an adverfary to the infolent and haughty. 
lot the oppreffion^ofthc poor, for thejighing of the 
needy ^ now will I arife, faith the Lord; Iwillfethim 
infafetyfrom him that puffeth ai him.*. I will come 
near to you in judgment ; and I will be afwift wit* 
nefs againft thofe that opprefs the hireling in his wa^ 
ges^ the widow, and the /atherlefs, and that turn ajide 

the 
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the Jranger from his righi*. He thai opprefeek ike 
poor, reproacheth his MaUr% The Lord willpliad 
their cau/e ; and fpoil the foul oj thofe that Jpoilid 
themf. 

After hearing tbefe. awful words, i& it not ftraoge^ 
O men at once infatuated and cruel ! that you can*- 
not ufe the worlds without abufing it to the diftrefs 
of your brethren ? Even fuppofing no puniQiment 
to be threatened, no arm to be lifted up againft you, 
is there nothing within you, that relents at the cir. 
cumftances of thofe below you in the world ? Is it 
not enough, that they fuffer their own hard fate, 
without its being aggravated, by your feverity and 
oppreffion ? Why muft the aged, the poor, and the 
friendlefs, tremble at your greatnefs ? Cannot you 
be happy, unlefs you make them eat their fcanty 
morfcl in bitternefs of heart ? You happy I — pro- 
fane hot the v/ord-^— what is fuch happinefs as yours, 
compared with that of him who could fay, fVhen 
the ear heard me^ then it hlejfed me ; and when the 
eye faw me, it gave witnefs to me ; hecaufe I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him that 
bad none to help him. I was a father to the poor. 
The buffing of him that was ready toperijh, camevpon 
me ; and I caufed the widow^s heart iojftng/orjoy^. 
How properly did fuch a man ufe the world, and 
with what jufl honour did he ftourifh in it ! Unt9 
me men gave ear ; they keptjilence, and waited for 
my counfel. The princes refrained talking. The 
aged arofe andjlood up. My root was fpread out by 
the waters, and the dew lay upon my branch.'-^^'^l^ot 
only unknown to you are fuch pleafures of virtudus 
Jirofpcrity ; . but even previous to prepared puoifli^ 
nient, be afTiired, that remorfe is approaching to 
wring your hearts. Of the world, which you now 

abiife 
* Matachi, iii. 5* flProv. xiv.51. fPror, xjtu, 13. §Job, xxix.ii-iC^ 
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abufe, in ,a flhort time nothing (hall remain, but the 
horror arifing from remembered crimes. The ima- 
ges you have detained, the wealth you have fqueezed 
from the needy^ fliall lie heavy on your fouls. The - 
ftately buildings which your pride has erefted, by 
means of violence and oppreflion, fliall feem haunt- 
ed by injured ghofts. The Jlone Jhall cry out of the 
waU ; and the beam out of the timber Jhall anfwer itK 
When you lie on the bed of death, tne poor, whoni 
you have opprefled (hall appear to you as gathered 
together ; ftretching forth their hands, and lifting 
up their voices againft you, at the tribunal of Hea-: 
ven/ / have feen the wicked great in power^ and 
Jpreading himfelf like a green bay tree. But he pajf^ 
td away^and was not. I fought hifn but he could not 
be found. They are brought down to defolation in 
moment^ and utterly confumed with terrors. As a 
dream when one awake th^ fo, O Lord, when thou awak* 
eji, thou fhalt defpife their imaged. 

Thus I hav« fhown what it is to ufe and what to 
dbufe the world. When, according to our different 
(lations, we enjoy the advantages of the world with 
propriety and decency ; temperate in ourpleafures; 
moderate in our purfuits of intereft ; mindful of 
our duty to God, and, at the fame time, juft, hu- 
mane, and generous to our brethren ; then, and 
then only, we ufe the world, as becomes men, and 
Chriftians. Within thefe limits, we may fafely en- 
joy all the comforts which the world affords, and our 
ftation allows. But if we pafs beyond thefe boun- 
daries, into the regions of diforderly and vicious 
pleafure, of debafing dovetoufnefs, or of oppreffive 
infolence, the world will then ferve only to corrupt 
our minds and to accelerate our ruin. The licen- 
tious, the avaricious, and the infolent, form the three 
great claffes of abufeis of the world. 

Vol. II. X Let 



♦ Habak. ii, ir. f PWin, xxxvii. 35 ; Ixxiii. 19, 



Digitized 



by Google 



34^ On the Ufc and Abufc, (Sc. Serm. XXIV. 

Let not thofe who are in wealthy and flourifting 
circumflances complain of the reftraints which re- 
ligious do£lrine attempts to impofe on their enjoy, 
ments, For^ to what do thofe reftraints amount ? 
To no more than this, that, by their pleafures, they 
would neither injure themfelves, nor injure others. 
We call not on the young, to relinquilh their gaiety; 
nor on the rich, to forego their opulence ; nor on 
the great, to lay afide their ftate. We only call on 
them, not to convert gaiety into licentioufnefs ; not 
to employ opulence in mere extravagance ; nor to 
abufe greatncfs for the oppreflion of their inferiors : 
While they enjoy the world, not to forget that they 
are the fubjefts of Godj and are foon to pafs into 
another ftate. Let the motive by which the Apof- 
tle enforces the exhortation in the text, prefent itfelf 
to their thought ; UJe this world as not abufing it ; 
for thefajhion of the world pafftth away. Its pomp 
and its pleafures, its riches, magnificence, and glory, 
are no more than a tranfient ftiow. Every thing 
that we here enjoy, changes, decays, and comes to 
an end. All floats on the furface of a river, which, 
with fwift current, is running towards a boundlefs 
ocean. Beyond this prefent fcene of things, above 
thefe fublunary regions, we are to look for what is 
permanent and ftable. The world pafles away ; 
but God, and heaven, and virtue, continue unchange- 
ably the fame. We are foon to enter into eternal 
habitations : and into thefe, our works (hall follow 
us. The confequences fliall for ever remain of the 
part which we have a6led as good, or bad men ; as 
faithful fubje6ls of God, or as fervants of a vain 
world. 

SERMON 
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S E R M O K XXV. 



On Extremes in Religious and Moral 
Conduct. 



PROVERBS, iv. 27. 
Turn not to the right hand, nor to the left. — -* 

J WILL behave myf elf wifely, faid the Pfalmift 
David, in aperfeEl -way*. Wifdom is no Icfs neccC 
fary in religious, and moral, than in civil conduft, 
tJnlefs there be a proper degree of light in the un- 
derftanding, it will not be enough, that there are 
good difpofitions in the heart. Without regular 
guidance, they will often err from the right fcope. 
They will be always wavering and unfteady ; nay, 
on feme occafions, they may betray us into evil. 
This is too much verified by that propenfity to run 
into extremes, which fo often appears in the beha- 
viour of men. How many have originally fet out 
with good principles and intentions, who, through 
want of difcretion in the application of their princi^ 

pies, 
♦ Pfalra, ci. a. 
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pies, have in the end injured themfclves, and 
brought difcredit on religion ? There is a certain 
temperate mean, in the obfervance of which piety 
and virtue confill. On each fide there lies a dan- 
gerous extreme. Bewildering paths open ; by de- 
viating into which, men are apt to forfeit all the 
praifc of their good intentions ; and to finiflb with 
reproach, what they had begun with honour. This 
is thfe ground of the wife man's exhortation in the 
text. Let thine eyes look right on,. and let thine eye^ 
lids lookjlraight before tkce. Ponder the path of 
thy feety and let all thy ways he eflablifhed. Turn 
not to the right hand, nor to the left ; remove thy 
foot from evil. In difcourfingfrom thefe words, I 
purpofe to point out fome of the extremes into 
which men are apt to run in religion and morals • 
and to fuggefl direftions for guarding againft them« 

With regard to religious principle in general, it 
may perhaps be expefted, that I (hould warn you of 
the danger of being, on one hand, too rigid in adher- 
ing to it, and, on the other hand, tooeafy in relaxing 
it. But the diflinftion between thefe fi^ppofed ex- 
tremes, I conceive to have no foundation* No 
man can be too ftrift, in his adherence to a princi. 
pie o^ duty. Here, there is no extreme. AH re* 
laxation of principle, is criminal. What confciencc 
diftates, is to be ever obeyed. Its commands are 
univerfally facred. Even though it fhould be mif- 
led, yet, as long as we conceive it to utfe;r the voice 
of God, in difobeying it we fin. The error, there- 
fore, to be here avoided is, not too fcrupulous or 
tender regard to confcience, but too little care to 
have confcience properly enlighten,ed, with refpeffc 

to what is matter of duty and of fin.r r-Receive 

not, without examination, whatever human tradi- 
tion has confecrated as facred. Recur, on every 

•ccafion 
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occafiob, to thofe great fountains of light and know- 
ledge, which are opened to you in the pure word of 
God. Diftinguifli, with care, between the fuperfti- 
tious fancies of men, and the everlafling command- 
^ ittents of God. Exhauft not on trifles that zeal, 
which ought to be referved for the weightier mat- 
ters of the law. Overload not confcience, with 
what is frivolous and unneceffary. But-whert you 
have once drawn the line, with intelligence and pre- 
cifion, between duty and fin, that line you ought 
on no occafion to tranfgrefs. 

Though there is no extreme in the reverence 
due to confcience, there may undoubtedly be an 
extren)6 ii; laying too much ftrefs, either on mere 
principle, or on mere praftice. Here we mufl take 
particular care, not to turn to the right handy nor to 
the left ; but to hold faith and a good confcience 
united, as the fcripture, with great propriety, ex- 
horts us*. The error of refting wholly on faith, or 
wholly on works, is one of thofe fedudions, which 
xnoft eafily miflead men ; under the femblance of 
piety on the one hand, and of virtue on the other. 
This is not an error peculiar to our times. It has 
obtained in every age of the Chriftian church. It 
has run through all the different modes of falfe re- 
ligion. It forms the chief diftinftion of all the va- 
rious fefts which have divided, and which ftill con- 
tinue to divide, the church ; according as they 
have leaned rnoft to the fide of belief, or to the fide 
of morality. 

Did we liflen candidly to the voice of fcripture, 
it would guard us againft either extreme. The 
Apoftle Paul every where teftifies, that by no works 
of our own we can be juftified; and that without 
faith it is impoffihle to pleafe God. The ApoftU 
James as clearly fhews, that faith, if it be unproo 
X 3 dufli^c 
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du£tive oF good works^ juftifies no man. Between 
thofe fentiments^ there is no oppofition. Faith 
without works, is nugatory and infignificant. It is 
a foundation, without any fuperfiru^ure raifed up- 
on it. It is a fountain which fends forth no fiream ; 
a tree which neither bears fruit, nor affords (hades. 
Good works, again, without good principles, are a 
fair but airy flrufture ; without firmnefs or ftability. 
They referable the houfe built on the fand ; the 
reed which (hakes with every wind. You muft 
join the two in full union, if you would exhibit the 
charafter of a real Chriftian. He who fets faith in 
oppofition to morals, or morals in oppofition to 
faith, is equally an enemy to the interefts of reli- 
gion. He holds up to view an imperfeft and dif- 
figured form, in the room of what ought to com- 
mand refpeft from all beholders. By leaning to 
one extreme, he is in danger of falling into vice ; 
by the other, of running into impiety. 

Whatever the belief of men be, they gener- 
ally pride thernfelves in the po(fe(fion of fome good 
moral qualities. The fenfe of duty is deeply rooted 
in the human heart. Without fome pretence to 
virtue, there is no felf efteem ; and no man wi(hes 
to appear in his own view, as entirely worthlefs. 
But as there is a conftant ftrife between the lower 
and higher parts of our nature, between inclination 
and principle, this produces much contradiflion and 
inconliftency in conduct. Hence arife moll of the 
extremes, into which men run in their moral beha- 
viour- refting their whole worth on that good qual- 
ity, to which, by conftitutidn or temper, they are 
'mod inclined. 

On E of the firft and moft common of thofe ex- 
tremes, is that of placing all virtue, either in juftice, 
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pn the one faan^l ; qt in generoGty, on the othen 
The oppofition between thele, is moft difcernable 
among two different claffes of men in fociety . They 
who have earned their fortune by a laborious and 
induftrious life^are naturally tenacious of what they 
have painfully acquired. Tojuftice, they conGder 
themfelves as obliged ; but to go beyond it in a6lsof 
kindnefs, they confider as fupeifluous and extrava- 
gant. They will not take any advantage of others, 
wliich confcience tells them is iniquitous ; but nei- 
ther will they make any allowance for their neceffi- 
ties and wants. They contend, with rigorous ex- 
aftnefs, for what is due to themfelves. They 
are fatisfied, if no man fuffer unjuftly by them. 
That no one is benefited by them, gives them 

little concern. Another fet of men place 

their whole merit in generofity and mercy.; 
while to juftice and integrity they pay fmall 
regard. Thefe are perfons generally of higher 
rank, and of eafy fortune. To them, juftice ap- 
pears a fort of vulgar virtue, requifite chiefly in the 
petty tranfa£lions which thofe of inferior Ration 
carry on with one another. But humanity and 
liberality, they confider as more refined virtues, 
which dignify their charafler, and cover all their 
failings. They can relent at reprefentations of 
diftrefs ; can beftow with oftentatious generofity ; 
can even occafionally fhare their wealth with a 
companion of whom they are fond ; while, at the 
fame time, they withhold from others what is due 
to them ; are negligent of their family and their 
relations ; and to the juft demands of their credi- 
tors give no attention. 

Both thefe claffes of men run to a faulty extreme. 
They divide moral virtue between them. Each takes 
t^kes that part of it only which fuits his temper. With* 
X 4 out 
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out juftice, there is no virtue. But without hu- 
manity and mercy, no virtuous chara£ler is com- 
plete. The one man leans to the extreme of par- 
fimony. The other, to that of profufion. The 
temper of the one is unfeeling. The fenfibility of 
the other is thoughtlefs. The one you may in 
fome degree refpeft ; but you cannot love. The 
other may be loved ; but cannot be refpefted : and 
it is difficult to fay, which charader' is moft defec- 
tive. — We muft undoubtedly begin with being juft, 
before we attempt to be generous. At the fame 
time, he whogoe^ no farther than bare juftice, ft6ps 
at the beginning of virtue. We are commanded to 
do jyjily, but to love mercy. The one virtue regu- 
lates our a£lion.«. The other improves our heart 
and afFeftions. Each is equally neceflfary to the 
h'appinefs of the world. Juftice is the pillar, that 
upholds the whple fabric of human fociety. Mer- 
cy is the genial ray, which cheers and warms the 
habitations of men. The perfeftion of our fecial 
chara6ler confifls, in properly tempering the two 
with one another ; in holding that middle courfe, 
which admits of our being juft, without being rigid; 
and allows us to be generous, without being unjuft. 

We niuft next guard againft either too great fe- 
vcrity, or too great facility of manners. Thefc 
are extremes of which we every da^ behold in- 
ftances in the World. He who leans to the fide 
of feverity, is harfti in his cenfures, and nar- 
row in his opinions. He cannot condefcend to 
others in things indiffere^it. He has no allowance 
to make for human frailty ; or for the difference of 
rco, rank, or temper, among mankind. With him, 
:.!' gaity is finfpl levity ; and every amufement is a 
crime. To this extreme, the admonitior^ of Solo- 
mon may be vfnderftood to belong : Be not rightc^ 
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ous overmuch ; neither make thyfelf overwife. Why 
fhouldejl thou dejlroy thyfelf^? When this feverity 
of manners is hypocritical, and affumed as a cloak 
to fecret indulgence, it i« one of the worft proftitu- 
tions of religion. But I now confider it not as the 
efFeft of defign, but of natural aufterity of temper, 
and of contrafted maxims ofconduft. Its influ- 
ence upon the perfon himfelf, is to render him 
gloomy and four ; upon others, to alienate them 
both from his fociety, and his counfels ; upon reli- 
gion, to fet it forth as a morofe and forbidding prin- 
ciple. — The oppofite extreme to this is, perhaps, 
ftill more dangerous ; that of too great facility, and 
accommodation to the ways of others. The man 
of this charafter, partly from indolent weaknefs, 
and partly from foftnefs of temper, is difpofed to a 
tame and univerfal affent. Averfe either to con- 
tradift or to blame, he goes along with the manners 
that prevail. He views every charafter with in- 
dulgent eye ; and with good difpofitions in his 
breaft, and a natural relu6lance to profligacy and 
vice, he is enticed to the commiffion of evils which 
he condemns, merely through want of fortitude to 
pppofe others. 

Nothing, it muft be confefled, in moral conduft, 
is more difficult, than to avoid turning here, either 
to the right hand^ or to the left. One of the great- 
eft trials both of wifdom and virtue is, to preferve 
,a juft medium, between that harflinefs of aufterity, 
which difgufts and alienates mankind, and that 
weaknefs of good nature, which opens the door to 
finful excefs. The one feparatesus too much from 
the world. The other conne£ls us clofely with it ; 
and feduces us to follow the multitude in doing evil. 
One who isof the former charafter, ftudies toolittle 
to be agreeable, in order to render himfelf ufeful. 
He who is of the latter, by ftudying too much to 

be 
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be agreeable, forfeits his innocence. If the one 
hurt religion^ by clothing it in the garb of unne- 
ceflary ftri&nefs ; the other, by unwarrantable 
compliance, ftrengtbens the power of corruption 
in the world. The one borders on the chara^er of 
the Fharifee ; the other, on that of the Sadducee. 
True religion enjoins us to (land at an equal dis- 
tance from both ; and to purfue the difficult, but 
honourable, aim, of uniting good nature with fixed 
religious principle ; affable manners, with untaint- 
ed virtue. 

Farther; we run to one extreme, when we 
contemn altogether the opinions of mankind ; to 
another, when we court their praife too eagerly. 
The former difcovers a high degree of pride and 
felf conceit. The latter betrays fervility of fpirit. 
We are formed by nature and Providence, to be 
connefled with one another. No man can (land 
entirely alone, and independent of all his fellow 
creatures. A reafonable regard, therefore, for their 
efteem and good opinion, is a commendable prin- 
ciple. 1 1 flows from humanity ; and coincides with 
the define of being mutually ufeful. But if that re- 
gard be carried too far, it becomes the fource of 
much corruption. For, in the prefent ftate of man- 
kind, the praife of the world often interferes with 
our a6ling that fteady and confcientious part, which 
gains the approbation of God. Hence arifes the 
difficulty of drawing a proper line, between the al- 
lowable regard for reputation, and the exceffive de-r 
fire of praife. On the one fide, and on the other, 
danger meets us ; and either extreme will be per- 
nicious to virtue. 

He who extinguifties all regard to the fentiments 
of mankind, fuppreffes one incentive to honourable 
deeds ; nay, he removes one of the ftrongeft checks 
on vice. For, where there is no defire of praife, 

there 
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there will be alfo no fenfe of reproach and fhame ; 
and when this fenfe is deftroyed^ the way is paved 
to open profligacy. On the other hand, he who 
is a&uated folely by the love of human praife, en- 
croaches on the higher refpe£t which he owes to con- 
fcience, and to God. Hence, virtue is often coun- 
terfeited ; and many a fplendid appearance has 
been exhibited to the world, which had no bafis in 
real principle, or inward afFeftion. Hence religi- 
ous truths have been difguifed, or unfairly repre- 
fented, in order to be fuited to popular tafte. Hence 
the Scribes and Pharifees rejefled our blefled Lord, 
Itcaufe they loved the praije of men more than the 
praije oj God. — Turn, therefore, neither to the right 
hand, nor to the left. Affeft not to defpifc what the 
world thinks of your condu6l and charafler ; and 
yet, let not the fentiments of the world entirely rule 
you. Let a defire of efteem be one motive of your 
condudl ; but let it hold a fubordinate place. Mea- 
fure the regard that is due to the opinions of men by 
the degree in which thefe coincide with the law of 
God. 

Allow me next to fuggell, the danger of run- 
ning to the extreme ot anxiety about worldly 
interefts on the one hand, and of negligence on the 
other. It is hard to fay which of thefe extremes 
is fraught with moft vice and.moft mifery. In- 
duftry and diligence are unqueftionable duties, 
ftriaiy enforced on all Chriftians ; and he who faih 
in making fuitable provifion for his houfliold and 
family, is pronounced to be worfe than -an inJideL 
But there are bounds^ within which our concern for 
worldly fuccefs mud be confined. For anxiety is 
the certain poifon of human life. It debafes the 
mind ; and Iharpens all the paflions. It involves 
men in perpetual diftraflions, and tormenting cares; 

and 



Digitized 



by Google 



356 On Extremes ih titligious Serm. XX\\ 

and leads them a(ide from what ought to be the 
great fcope of human a£lion. Anxiety is, iri gene- 
ral, the cffeft of a covetous temper. Negligence \% 
commonly the offspring of licentioufnefs, and, al- 
ways, the parent of univerfal diforder. By anxie- 
ty, you render yourfelves raiferable. By negli- 
gence,* you too often occalion the ruin of others. 
The anxious man is the votary of riches ; the neg- 
ligent man, the votary of pleafure. Each offers 
his miftaken worihip, at the fhrine of a falfe deity- 
and each fhall reap only fuch rewards as an idol 
can bellow ; the one facrificing the enjoyment and 
improvement of the prefent, to vain cares about fu- 
turity ; the othTBr fo totally taken up in enjoying 
the prefent, as to (lore the future with certain mife- 
ries. True virtue holds a temperate courfe be- 
tween thefe extremes ; neither carel^fs of tomorrow, 
nor taking too much thought for it ; diligent, but 
jiot anxious ; prudent, but not covetous ; attentive 
to provide comfortable accommodation on earthj^ 
but chiefly concerned to lay up ireafiircs in Heaven^ 

I SHALL only warn you farther again ft the ex- 
treme, of engaging irt a courfe of life too bufy and 
hurried, or of dovoting yourfelves to one too retir-, 
cd and unemployed. We are formed for a mixr 
ture of aftion, and retreat. Our conneftions with 
fociety, and the performance of the duties which 
we owe to one another, neccffarily engage us ii^ 
aClive life. What we owe to ourfclves, requires 
occafional retirement. For he who lives always in 
the buftle of the world, cannot, it is to be feared, 
always prefcrve his virtue pure. Sentiments of pi-i- 
ety will be deprived of that nouriftiment and fup- 
port, which they would derive from meditation and 
idevption. His temper will be often ruffled and 
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difturbed* His paffions will be kept too nmch oa 
ike ftretcfa. From the cosiLtdgicms manners which 
every wher<e gbound^ he wiil not he afale to avoid con* 

traftingfome dangerous infe3:ion. On theotbct 

hand^ he who flies to total petreat, in order eirftber to 
enjoy eafe, or to eGcape from the temptaliQns of the 
worlds will often find difquiet meeting him in foU* 
tude^ and the worft temptations arifmg from witJi*« 
in himfelf. Unoccupied by a6live and honourabtt 
purfuits, unable to devote his whole time lo im- 
proving thoughts, many an evil paffion will llartup^ 
and occupy the vacant hour. SuUennefs and gloom 
will be in danger of overwhelming him. Peevifh 
difpleafure, and fufpicions of mankind, are apt to 
perfecute thofe who withdraw themfelves altogether 
from the haunts of men. — Steer therefore a middle 
courfe, between a life oppreffed with bufinefs on the 
one hand ; and burdened, fqr the burden is no lefs, 
with idlenefs on the other. Provide for yourfelve^ 
matter of fair and honeft purfuit, to afford a proper 
objeft to the aftive powers of the mind. Temper 
bufinefs with ferious meditation j and enliven re-* 
treat by returns of aftion and induftry. 

Thus I have pointed out fome of thofe extremes 
into which men are apt to run, by forfaking the line 
which religion and wifdom have drawn. Many 
more, I am fenfible, might be fuggefted ; for the 
field is wide, and hardly is there any appearance of 
piety, virtue, or good conduft, but what the folly of 
men is apt to pufh into undue excefs, on one or 
other fide. What I have mentioned, will be fuflGL- 
cient to ftiow the neceflity of prudent circumfpec* 
tion, in order to efcape the dangers which befet u4 
in this ftate of trial. Let us ftudy to attaiti a regu- 
lar, uniform, confiftent charafter ; where nothing 
that is exceffive or difproportioned Ihall come for- 
ward 
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ward to view ; which fliall not plume itfelf with a 
fair fliow on one fide only, while in other quarters 
it .remains unadorned and blemiSied ; but, where 
the diflPerent parts of worth and goodnefs Ihall ap- 
pear united, and each ihall exert its proper infiu- 
ence on conduft. Thus, turning neither to the right 
hand nor to the left, we Ihall, as far as our frailty per- 
mits, approach to the perfe^ion of the human cha- 
rader ; and ihall have reafon not to be ajhamedwhen 
we have equal refpeS to all God*s commandments. 
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SERMON XXVI. 
On Scoffing at Religion. 



2 PETER, ill, 3. 

-^Thcrejhall coine in the lajl days Scoffers^"^ 

J\,S the Chriftian religion is adverfe to the 
inclinations and paflions of the corrupted part of 
mankind, it has been its fate, in every age, to en- 
counter the oppofition of various foes. Sometimes, 
it has undergone the ftorms of violence and perfe- 
cution. Sometimes, it has been attacked by the 
arms of falfe reafoning, and fophiftry . When thefc 
have failed of fuccefs, it has at other times been ex- 
pofed to the fcoflFs of the petulant. Men of light 
and frivolous minds, who had no comprehenfion of 
thought for difcerning what is great, and no folidi- 
ty of judgment fot deciding on what is true, have 
taken upon them to treat religion with contempt, as 
if it were of no confequence to the world. They 
have affe6ted to reprefent the whole of that vene- 
rable fabric which has fo long commanded the ref- 
peft of mankind ; which, for ages, the learned have 
fupported, and the wife have admired, as having lio 
better foundation than the gloomy imagination of 
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fanatics and vifionaries. Of this chara6ler were 
thok /coffers^ predifted by the Apoftle to arife m 
the lajl days ; a predi6lion which we have feen too 
often fulfilled. As the falfe colours which fuch 
men throw on religion, are apt to impofe on the 
weak and unwary, let us now examine, whether re- 
ligion affords any juft grounds for the contempt or 
ridicule of the (coffer. They muft be either the 
do6lrines, or the precepts, of religion, which he en- 
deavours to hold forth to contempt. 

The doftrines of the Chriflian religion arc ra- 
tional and pure. All that it hatf revealed concern- 
ing the perfedlions of God, his moral government 
and laws, the deftination of man, and the rewards 
and punifhments of a future ftate, is perfeftly con- 
fonant to the moft enlightened reafon- In fomc 
articles which tranfcend the limits of our prefent fa- 
culties, as in what relates to the effence of the God- 
head, the fallen ftate of mankind, and their redemp- 
tion by Jefus Chrift, its doftrines may appear myf- 
terious and dark. Againft thefe the fcoffer has of- 
ttn direfted his attacks ; aS if whatever could not 
be explained by us, ought upon that account to be 
exploded as abfurd* 

It is unneceffary to enter, at prefent, on any par- 
ticular defence of thefe doftrines, as there is one 
obfervation which, if duly weighed, is fufiicient to 
filence the cavils of the fcoffer. Is he not compel- 
led to admit, that the whole fy ftem of nature around 
him is full of myftery ? What reafon, then, had he 
to fuppofe, that the doftrines of revelation, pro- 
ceedmg from the fame author, were to contain no 
tnyfterious obfcurity ? All that is requifite for the 
condu6l of life, both in nature and in religion, di- 
vine wifdom has rendered obviou« to all. As na- 
ture has afforded us fufBcient information concern- 
ing 
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ing what is neceffary for our food, our accommo- 
dation, and our fafety ; fo religion has plainly in- 
ftrufted us in our duty towards God, and our neigh- 
bour. But as foon as we attempt to rife to- 
wards objefts that lie beyond our immediate 
fphere of aftion, our curiofity is checked ; ^nd 
darknefs meets us on every fide. What the ef- 
fence is of tbofe material bodies which we fee 
and handle ; how a feed grows up into a tree ; how 
man is formed in the womb ; or how the mind 
adls upon the body, after it is formed ; are myfte- 
ries of which we can give no more account, than of 
the moft obfcure and difficult parts of revelationi 
We are obliged to admit the exiftence of the faft, 
though' the explanation of it exceeds our faculties* 

After the fame manner, in natural religion, quef- 
tions arife concerning the creation of the world from 
nothing, the origin of evil under the government of 
a perfeft Being, and the confiftency of human lib-t 
erty with divine prefcience, which are df as intri- 
cate nature, and of as difficult folution, as any quef- 
tions in Chriftian theology. We may plainly fee, 
that we are not admitted into the fecrets of Provi- 
dence, any more than into themyfteries of the God- 
head. In all his ways, the Almighty is 2l God that 
hidelh himjdf. He maketh darknefs his pavilion. 
He holdeth back the face of his throne ; and fpread-^ 
€th a thick cloudupoh iL-^ — ^Inftead of its being any 
objeftion to revelation, that fome of its doftrines 
are myfterious, it would be much more ftrange and 
unaccountable, if no fuch doftrines were found in 
it. Had every thing in the Chriftian fyftem been 
perfeftly level to our capacities, this might' rather 
have given ground to a fufpicion, of its not pro-* 
ceeding from God ; fince it would have been then 
fo unlike to what we find, both in the fyftem of 
the univerfc, and in the fyftem of natural reli^ 
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gion. Whereas, according as matters now (land, the 
gofpel has the fame features, the fame general char- 
a£ler, with the other two, which are acknowledged 
to be of divirvB origin ; plain and comprehenfible, 
in what relates to pra£tice ; dark and myfterious in 
what relates to fpcculation and belief*. The cavils 
of the fcofFer, therefore, on this head, are fo far from 
having any juft foundation, that they only difcovcr 
his ignorance, aad the narrownefs of his views. 

Let us next proceed to what relates topraftice, 
or the preceptive part of religion. The duties 
which religion enjoins us to perform towards God, 
are thofe which have ofteneft furniflied matter to 
the feoffs of the I licentious. They attempt to re- 
prefent thefe as fo idle and fuperfluous, that they 
could owe their birth to nothing but enthufiafm,— 
For, is not the Deity fo far exalted above us, as to 
receive neither advantage nor pleafure from our wor- 
ftiip ? What are our prayers, or our praifes, to that 
infinite mind, who, retting in the full enjoyment of 
his own beatitude, beholds all his creatures pafling 
before him, only as the infefts of a day ? What but 
fuperftitious terrors, could have diftated thofe forms 
of homage, and thofe diftinClions of facred days, in 
which vulgar minds delight, but which the liberal 
and enlarged look upon with fcorn ? 

Now, in return to fnch infults of the fcoflPer, it 
might be fufEciertt to observe, that the united fen- 
timents of mankind, in every age and nation, are 
againft him, Thoughtlefs as the bulk of men arc, 
and attached only to objefts which they fee around 
them ; this principle has never been extinguiflied 
in their breads, that to the great Parent of the hu- 
man race, the univerfal, though invifible, benefac- 
tor 
• Sec this argument fully purfued, and placed in a ftrong light, 
by the maflerly hand of Bifhop Butler, in his Analogy qf Naturai 
and Re^ufaled Relighn. 
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4pr of the worid, not only internal reverence, but 
(external homage, is due. Whether he need that 
homage or not is not the queftion. It is whslt ori 
our partj we undoubtedly owe : and the heart is, 
^'tth reafon, held to be bafe, which ftifles the emo- 
tions of gratitude to a benefaftor, how independent 
focver he may be of any returns. True virtue al- 
ways prompts a public declaration of the grateful 
ientinaents which it feels ; and glories iti exprefling 
them. Accordingly, over all the earth, crowds of 
worfhippcrs have aflembled to adore, in various 
forms, the Ruler of the world. In thefe adorations, 
<tbc philofopher, the favage, and the faint, have 
equally joined. None but the cold and unfeeling 
cap look up to that beneficent Beings who is at the 
bead of the aniverfe, without fome inclination to 
pray, or to praife. In vain, therefore, would the 
icoffer deride what the loud voice of nature demands 
and juftifies. He ere£b himfelf againft the general 
and declared fenfe of the human race* 

But apart from this confid^ration, I muil call on 
him to attend to one of a ftill more ferious and aw- 
ful nature. By his licentious ridicule of the duties 
of piety, and of the inftitutions of divine worlhip, 
he is weakening the power of cotlfciencc over menj 
he is undermining the great pillars of fociety; he 
is giving a mortal blow to public order, and public 
bappinefs^ All thefe reft On nothing fo mucti, a$ 
en the general belief of an all feeing witnefs, and the 
general veneration of an Almighty Governor. On 
-this belief, and this veneration, is founded the whole 
obligation of an oath; without which, government 
could not be adminiftered, nor courts of juftice aft • 
controverfies could not be determined, nor private 
property be preferved fafe. Our only fecurity a- 
gainft innumerable crimes, to which the reftraints 
Y2 of 
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of human life cannot reach, is the dread of an in- 
vifible avenger, and of thofe future puniChments 
which he hath prepared for the guilty. Remove 
this dread from the minds of men ; and you ftrengh- 
en the hands of the wicked, and endanger the fafe- 
ty of human fociety. 

But how cou!d imprcffions fo neceffary to the 
public welfare be preferved, if there were no rcligi- . 
ous affemblies, no facred inftitutions, no days fet 
apart for divine worfhip, in order to be folemn re- 
membrancers to men of the exiftence, and fche do- 
minion of God ; and of the future account they 
have. to give of their aftions to him ? To all ranks 
of men, the fentiments which public religion tends 
to awaken, arc falutary and beneficiaL fiut with 
refpeft to* the inferior claffes, it is well known, that 
the only principles which rcftrain them from evil 
are acquired in the religious affemblies which they 
frequent. Deftitute of the advantages of regular 
education ; ignorant, in great meafure, of public 
laws ; unacquainted with thofe refined ideas of 
honour and propriety, to which others of more 
knowledge have been trained ; were thofe facred 
temples deferted to which they now refprt, they 
would be in danger of degenerating into a ferocious 
race, from whom lawlefs violence was perpetually 
to be dreaded. 

He, therefore, who treats facred things with any 
degree of levity and fcorn, is, afting the part, per- 
haps without his feeing or knowing it, of a public 
enemy to fociety. He is precifely the madman def- 
cribed in the book of Proverbs*, who cajlcthjirc^ 
brands^ arrows^ and death ; andfaith^ Am I not in 
Jport ? We fhall hear him, at times, complain loudly 
of the undutifulnefs of children, of the difhonefty 
of fervants, of the tumults and infolence of the lower 

ranks, 
/ • Proverbs, xxvi. 1%. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SEkM.-XXVI. On Scojing at Religion. 365 

ranks ; while he himfelf is, in a great meafure ref- 
ponfible for the diforders of which he complains. 
'Ry the example which he fets of coiitempt for reli- 
gion, he becomes acceffary to the manifold crimes, 
which that contempt occafions among others. By 
his fcoflBng at facred inftitutions, he is encouraging 
the rabble to uproar and violence ; he is embol- 
dening the falfe witnefs to take the name of Gpd in 
vain ; he is, in efiFeft, putting arms into the hands 
of the highwayman, and letting loofe the robber on 
the ftreets by night. 

We come next to confider that great clafs of du- 
ties, which refpeO: our conduft towards our fellow 
creatures. The abfolute neceffity of thefe to gene- 
ral welfare is fo apparant, as to have fecured them, 
in a great degree, from the attacks of the fcoffer. 
He who would attempt to turn juftice, truth, or 
honefty into ridicule, would be avoided by every 
one. To thofe who had any remains of principle he 
would be odious. To thofe who attended only to their 
intereft,he would appear a dangerious man. Buttho* 
the focial virtues are treated in general as refpeftable 
and facred, there are certain forms and degrees of 
them which have not been exempted from the 
fcorn of the unthinking. That extenfive generofity,- 
and high public fpirit, which prompt a man to fa- 
orifice his own intereft, in order to promote fome 
great general good ; and that ftrifl; and fcrupulous 
integrity, which will not allow one, on any occafion, 
to depart from the truth ; have often been treated 
with contempt by thofe who- are called men of the 
world. They who will not (loop to flatter the great, 
who difdain to comply ^jth prevailing manners 
when they judge them to be evil ; 'who refufe to 
take the fmalleft advantage of others, in order t# 
procure the greateft benefit for themfelves ; are re- 
prefented as perfons of romantic charafter, and y'u 
Y 3 (ionary 
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fionary notions, unacquainted with the world, ami 
unfit to live in it. 

Such pcrfons are fo far from being liable toanj ju(l 
ridicule, that they are intitle4 to a degree of rcf- 
pcft, which approaches to veneration. For they are, 
in truth, the great fupporters and guardians of public 
order. The authprity of their cbarafter overawes 
the giddy multitude. The weight of their example 
retards the progrefs of corruption ; checks that re- 
laxation of morals, which is always too apt to gain 
ground infenfibly, and to make encroachments on 
every department of fpciety. Accordingly j it is 
this high generofity of fpirit, this inflexible virfae, 
this regard to principle, fuperior to all opinknr, 
which has ever marked the charaftci^ of thofie who 
have eminently diftinguifhed themfelves in public 
life ; who have patronifed the caufe of jufticc 
again ft powerful oppreflbrs ; who^, in critical times, 
have fupported the falling rights and liberties of 
men ; and have reflefted honour on their nation 
and country. Such perfons may have been fcoffed 
at by fpme among whom they lived ; but poftcrity 
has done them ample juftice ; and they are the 
perfons, whofe names are recorded to future ages, 
and \yho are thought and fpoken of with admtratio)^. 

The mere temporizer, the maq of accommodating 
principles, and inferior virtue, may fupport a plau-^ 
Jible charafter for a while among his friends ancj 
followers ; but as foon as the hoUpwnefs of hi« 
principles is detefted, he finks into contempt. 
They who are prone to deride men of inflexible in* 
tegrity, oi^ly betray the littlenefs of their minds. 
They fhow that they underftand not the fublime of 
virtue ; that they have no difcernmeiit of the true 
excellence of man. By afi^efting to throw any dif- 
couragement on purity and ftriftnefs of morale, 
tlity not oply e:5pore thcmfelvei to juft contempt. 
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but propagate fcntimcnts very dangerous to fociety. 
For, if we loofen the regard due to virtue in any of 
itspartSyWe begin to fap the whole of it. No man, as it 
has been often faid, becomes entirely profligate at 
once* He deviates ftep by ftep, from confcience. 
If the loofc cafuiftry of the fcoffer were to prevail, 
open difhonefty, falfhood, and treachery, would 
fpeedily grow out of thofe complying principles, 
thofe relaxations of virtue which he would repre- 
fent to be neccflary for every man who knows the 
world. 

The laft clafs of virtues I am to mention, arc thofe 
which are of a perfonal nature, and which rcfpeft thfi 
government to be exercifed over our pleafures and 
paffions. Here, the fcoflFer has always confidered 
himfelf as having an ample field. Often, and often, 
have fuch virtues as fobriety, temperance, modefty, 
and chaftity, been made the fubjeft of ridicule, as 
xnonkifh habits, which exclude men from the com- 
pany of the fafliionable and the gay • habits, which 
are the effeft of low education, or of mean fpirits, 
or of mere fceblenefs of conftitution ; while fcoffers, 
walking, as it is too truly faid of them by the Apof- 
tie, after their lujis, boaft of their own manners as 
liberal and free, as manly and fpirited. They fancy 
themfelves raifed thereby much above the crowd ; 
and hold all thofe in contempt, who confine them- 
felves within the vulgar bounds of regular and or^ 
derly life. 

Infatuated men ! who fee not that the virtues of 
which they make fport, not only derive their autho- 
rity from the laws of God, but are moreover eflen- 
tially requifiite both to publicand private happinefs. 
By the indulgence of their licentious pleafures for a 
while, as long as youth and vigour remain, a few 
paffipg gratifications may be obtained. But what 
Y i ^le 
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are the confequences ? Suppofe any individual to 
perfevere unreftrained in this courfe, it is certainly 
to be followed by difrepute in his chara£ler, and 
diforder in his affairs ; by a wafted and broken con- 
ftitution ; and a fpcedy and miferable old age. 
Suppofe a fociety to be wholly formed of fuch per- 
fons as the fcoffers applaud ; fuppofe it to be filled 
lyith none but thofe whom they call the fons of plea- 
fure ; that is, with the intemperate^^the riotous, and 
diffolute, among whom all regard to fobriety, de- 
cency, and private virtue, was abolifhed ; what an 
odious fcene would fuch a fociety exhibit ? How 
unlike any civilifed or well ordered ftate, in which 
mankind have chofen to dwell ? What turbulance 
and uproar, what contefts and quarrels, would per- 
petually reign in it ? What man of common under- 
f^anding would not rather chufe todwell in a defert, 
than to be affociated for life with fuch companions? 
Shall, then, the fcoffer prefume to make light of 
thofe virtues, without which there could be neither 
peace, nor comfort, nor good order, among man^ 
kind? 

Let him be defired to think, of his domeftic fitu-, 
ation and conneftions. Is he a father, a hulband, 
or a brother ? Has he any friend or relation, male 
or female, in whofe happinefs he is interefted ? — 
Let us put the queftion to him, whether he be wil-r 
ling that intemperance, unchaftity, or diffipation of 
any kind, (hould mark their charafter ? Would he 
recommend to them fuch exceffes ? Would he chufe, 
in their prefence, openly, and without difguife, to 
feoff at the oppofite virtues, as of no confequence 
to their welfare ? — If even the moft licentious fliud- 
ders at the thought ; if, in the midft of his loofe 
pleafures, he be defirous that his own family ftiould 
remain pniainted ; let this teach him the valpe of 
thole private virtues, which, in the hours*of diffipa-* 
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tion, in the giddinefs of his mind, he is ready to 
contemn. Banifti fobriety, temperance, and purity, 
and you tear up the foundations of all public order, 
and all domeftic quiet. You render every houfe a 
divided and miferable abode, refounding with terms 
offhame, and mutual reproaches of infamy. You 
leave nothing refpeftable in the human charafter,. 
You change the man into a brute. 

The conclufion from all the reafoning which we ^ 
have now purfued is, that religion and virtue, in ail 
their forms, either of doftrine or of precept ; of • 
piety towards God, integrity towards men, or regu-* 
larity in private cdtidufl: ; are fo far from affording 
any grounds of ridicule to the petulant, that they 
are intitled to our higheft veneration ; they are 
names, which fhould never be mentioned, but with 
the utmoft honour. It is faid in Scripture, Fools 
make a mock at Jin*. They had better make a mock 
at peftilence, at war, or famine. With one who 
fliouldchufe thefe public calamities forthefubjeft of 
his fport, you would not be inclined to affociate* 
You would fly from him, as worfe than a fool ; as a 
tnan of diftempered mind, from whom you might 
be in hazard of receiving a fudden blow. Yet cer^ 
tain it js, that, to the great fociety of mankind, finis 
a greater calamity, than either peftilence, or famine, 
or war. Thefe operate, only as occafional caufes 
of mifery. But the fins and vices of men, are per- 
petual fcourges of the world. Impiety and injuf- 
tice, fraud and falfehood, intemperance and profli- 
gacy, are daily producing mifchief and diforder 5 
bringing ruin on individuals ; tearing families atid 
communities in pieces; giving rife to a thoufand 
tragical fcenes on this unhappy theatre. In pro- 
portion as manners are vicious, mankind are un- 
happy. The perfeflion of virtue which reigns in 

the 
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the world above, is the chief fource of the perfe^ 
bleiTednefs which prevails there. 

When, therefpre, we obferve any tendency to 
treat religion or morals with difrefpe& and levity^ 
let us hold it to be a fure indication of a perverted 
underftanding, or a depraved heart* In the feat of 
the f corner \^t us never fit. Let us account that 
wit contaminated, which attempts to fport itfelf oa 
facred fubje&s. When the fcoflFer arifes, let us 
maintain the honour of our God, and our Redeemer; 
and refolutely adhere to the caufe of virtue and 
goodnefs. The lips of the wife utter knowledge ; 
kut the mouth of the foolifh is near to deflruSion. 
Him that honoureth God, God will honour. The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wifdom : and he thai 
ieefeth the commandment, keefetk his owpfouL 
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011 the C&E'AtiON of the World. 
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/7t the heginniitg Go4 crtated the keatitn, and ihi 

earth. 



ij U G H IS the cornmencisnaent of the hiftory 
of mankind ; an era, to which we muft ever look 
back with foletnn awe and veneration. Before the 
fun and the moon had begun their course ; before 
the found of the human voice was heard, or the 
same of man was known ; in the beginning God cre^ 
ated ike heaven, and the earth.r-^ — To a beginning 
of the world, we are led back by every thing that 
now exifts ; by all hiftory, all records, all monu^ 
ments of antiquity. |n tracing tlite tranfadions of 
paft ages, we arrive at a period, which clearly indi- 
cates the infancy of the human race. We behold 
the world peopled by degrees. We afcend to the 
origin of all thpfe ufeful and necfffary arts, without 
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the knowledge of which, mankind could hardly fub- 
lift. We difcern fociety and civilization ariGng 
from rude beginnings, in every corner of the earth ; 
and gradually advancing to the (late in which we 
now find them : All which afford plain evidence, 
that there was a period, when mankind began to in- 
habit and cultivate the earth. What is very re- 
markable, the raoft authentic chronology and hiftory 
of moft nations, coincides with the account- of Scrip- 
ture ; and makes the period during which the world 
has been inhabited by the race of men, not to extend 
beyond fix thouifand years. • 

To the ancient philofophers, creation from noth- 
ing appeared an unintelligible idea. They maintain- 
ed the eternal exiftence of matter, which they fup- 
pofed to be modelled by the fovereign mind of the 
tmiverfe, into the form which the earth now exhib- 
its. But there is nothing in this opinion which 
gives it any title to be oppofed to the authority of 
revelation. The doftrine of two felf exiftent, inde^ 
pendent principles, God and matter, the one aftive, 
the other paflive,is a hypothefis which prefents dif- 
ficulties to human reafon, at leaft as great as the 
creation of matter from nothing. Adhering then 
to the teftimony of Scripture, we believe, that in the 
ieginning God created^or from non exiftence brought 
into being, the heaven and the earth. 

But though there was a period when this globe, 
with all that we fee upon it, did not exift, we hava 
po reafon to think, that the wifdom and power of 
the Almighty were then without exercife or em- 
ployment. Boundlefs is the extent of his domini- 
on. Other globes and worlds, enlightened by 
other funs, may then have occupied, they ftill ap- 
pear to occupy, the immenfe regions of fpace. 
Numberlefs orders of beings, to us unknown, peo- 
ple the wide extent of the univerfe ; and afford an 
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endlefs variety of objcfts to the ruling care of the 
great Father of all. At length, in the courfe and- 
progrefs of his government, there arrived a period^ 
when this earth was to be called into cxiftence. 
When the fignal moment, predeftined from all 
eternity, was come, the Deity arofe in his might ; 

and with a word created the world. ^What aa 

illuftrious moment was that, when, from non exift- 
cnce, jthere fprang at once into being this mighty 
globe, on which fo many millions of creatures now 

dwell ! No preparatory meafures were required. 

Nolong circuit of means was employed. He /pake ; 
and it was done : He commanded and itjloodjaji. 
The earth was, at firft, without form^ and void ; and 
darknefs was on the Jaw of the deep. The Almigh- 
ty furveyed the dark abyfs ; and fixed bounds to 
the feveral divifions of nature. He faid. Let there 
he light ; and there was light. Then appeared the 
fea, and the dry land. The mountains rofe ; and 
the rivers flowed. The fun and moon began their 
courfe in the flcies. Herbs and plants clothed the 
ground. The air, the earth, and the waters, were 
ftored with their refpeftive inhabitants. At laft, 
man was made after the image of God. He appear- 
ed, walking with countenance ere6i ; and received 
his Creator's benediftion, as the Lord of this new 
world. The Almighty beheld his work when it 
was finiihed ; and pronounced it good. Superiour 
beings faw with wonder this new acceflion to exift— 
cnce. The morning Jiars fang together ; and all the 
Jons oj Godjhouted for joy*. 

But, on this great work of creation, let us not 
merely gaze with aftonifhment. Let us confider 
how it (hould afFe61: our conduft, by prefenting the 
divine pcrfeftions in a light which is at once edify- 
ing, and comforting, to man. It difplays the Crea- 
tor as fupreme in power, in wifdom, and in good- 
nefs^ I. As 

♦ Job, xxxviii. 7. 
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J. As fupremc in power. Wbeii we eonddor 
^itb bow much labour and difficulty huio^n powar 
pcrfprms its inconfiderable works ; what timeitcoftt 
to rear them 5 and how eafily, when reared, they 
ar^ deftroyed ; the very idea of creating power 
overwhelms the mind with awe. Let ns lo<A 
ground, and furvey this ftupendons edifice^ which 
we have been admitted to inhabit. Let us think of 
the extent of the different climates and regions oi 
the earth ; of the magnitude of the mountains, and 
of the expance of the ocean. Let ys conceive t)iat 
immenfe globe which contains them, launched al 
once from the hand of the Almighty ; made to\e- 
volve inceffantly on its axis, that it might produce 
the vicifiitudes of day and night ; thrown forth, at 
the fame time, to run its annual courfe in perpetual 
circuit through the heavens : after fuch a tneditan 
tion, where is the greatnefs, where is the pride of 
man? Into what total annihilation do we link, be-* 
fore an omnipotent Being ? Who is not difpofad to, 
exclaim. Lord, what is man, that theu art mindful of 
him ; or the /on of man, that thoujhouldjl vifit him? 
When compared with thee, all men are vanity ; iheif 
works are nothing .-^^^'^Keverenct, and humble adO'** 
ration, ought fpontaneoufly to arife. He who feel* 
no propenlity to worihip and adore, is (|^ad to all 
fenfe of grandeur and majefty; has extinguiflied one 
of the moft natural feelings of the human heart. 
Know the Lord, that he is God, we are all hispeofiU; 
the workmanjhip. of his hands. Let us worjhip and 
how down. Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

Of all titles to legiflation and rule, none is fo evi- 
dent and direft as that of a Creator. The convic- 
tion is felt in every bread, that he who gave, us be^ 
ing, hath an abfolute right to regulate our condud. 
This gives a fanflion to the precepts of God, vfhsth 
the moft hardened dare not corUnavert. When it 
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is a Creator and a Father that fpeaks^ who would 
not liften dnd obey ? Are juftice and humanity bis 
declared laWs ; and (hall we^ whom but yellerday 
he called from the duft, and whom tomorrow he 
can reduce into duft again^ prefume, in contempi; 
of him, to be unjuft or inhuman f Are there any 
little interefts of our own which w^ dare to ereft, 
in oppofition to the pleafure of him who made us ? 
Fear ye not me, faith the Lord ; will ye not tremble ai 
i/ny prefencey who have placed the /and for tht bound 
^j thejea, hy a perpetual decree, that it cannot pafs 
it ; whojlretch forth my hand ovtr the earthy and 
none hindereth ? 

At the fame time, the power of a Creator is encour- 
aging, as well as awful. While it enforces duty, it 
infpires confidence under afflidipn. It brings to 
view a relation, which imports tendernefs and com- 
fort ; for it fuggefts the compaflion of a Father. 
In the time of trouble, mankind are led, by natural 
impulfe, to fly for aid to Him, who knows the weak- 
nefs of the frame which he has made ; who remem^ 
hers we are duji'; and fees the dangers with which 
we are environed. •* I am thi'ne ; for thou haft 
** made me : forfake not the work of thine own 
** hands," is one of the moft natural ejaculations of 
the difti^fled mind* — How blcffed are the virtuous, 
who can reft under the piPte£tion of that powerful 
arm, which made the earth and the heaven ? Tha 
omnipotence which renders God fo awful, is to them 
-a fource of joy. ^ In the whole compafs of nature, 
nothing is formidable to them, who firmly repofe 
their truft in the Creator. To them every nox- 
ious power can be rendered harmlefs ; every threat- 
ened evil, if nofc averted, can be transformed into 
good. In the Author of nature, they find not on- 
Jy the author of their being ; but their protcftor 
and defender^ the lifter up of their heids. Happy 
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Js he that hath the God of Jacob for his help ; whofe 
hope is in the Lord his God ; which made heaven and 
earthy the fca and all that therein is ; which keep^ 
cth truth for ever^. 

11. The wQik of creation is the difplay of fu* 
preme wifdom. It carries no charafter more con- 
fpicuous than this. If, from the ftru6lure and me- 
chanifm of fome of the moft complicated works of 
human art, we are led to high admiration of the 
wifdom of the contriver, what aftoniftiment may fill 
our minds, when we think of the ftrufture of the 
univerfe ! It is not only, the ftupendous building it- 
felf, which excites admiration ; but the exquifite 
Ikill, with which the endlefs variety of its parts are 
adapted to their refpeftive purpofes : Infomuch 
that the ftudy of nature, which, for ages, has em- 
ployed the lives of fo many learned men, and which 
is flill fo far from being exhaufted, is no other than 
the ftudy of divine wifdom difplayed in the crea- 
tion. The farther our refearches are carried, more 
ftriking proofs of it every where meet us. The pro- 
vifion made for the conftant regularity of the uni- 
verfe, in the difpofition of the heavenly bodies, fo . 
that in the courfe of feveral thoufand years, nature 
fhould ever exhibit the fame ufeful and grateful vari-« 
ety^ in the returns of ligl^t and darknefs, of fummer 
and winter ; and ever furnifli food and habitation to 
all the animals that people the earth ; muft be a 
lafting theme of wonder to every reflefting mind^ 

But they are not only the heavens that declare 
the glory of God^ and the firmament that fheweth forth 
his handy work. In the moft inconfiderable, as well 
as in the moft illuftrious works of the Creator, con- 
fummate art and defign appear. There is not a, 
creature that moves, nor a vegetable that grows, but^ 

when 
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when minutely examined, fiirniflies materials of the 
higheft admiration. The fame wifdom that placed 
the fun in the centra of the fyftem, and arranged 
the feveral planets around hini in their order, harf 
©o lefs fliown itfelf, in the provifion made for the 
food and dv^elling of every bird that roam's the 
air, and every beaft that wanders in the defert ; 
equally great, in the fmalleft, and in the moil tnag-^ 
nificent objeflis ; in the ftar, and in the ihfefl ; in 
the elephant^ and in the fly;. in the beam that (bines' 
fromheaven^ arid in the grafs that clothes the ground. 
Nothing is overlooked. Nothing is carelefsly per- 
formed. Every thing that exifts, is adapted witht 
perfect fymmetry to the end for which" it was de- 
ligned. AU this infinite variety of particulars mull: 
have been preferit to the mind of the Creator ; all 
beheld with one glance of bis eye ; all fixed and 
arranged, from the beginning, in hi^ great defign; 
;when he formed the heavens and the earth. Juft- 
ly may wei exclaim with the Pfalmifl, IIov) eXceU 
Unti Lord, is thy name in all the earth f How ma-^ 
nifold are thy works ! In wifdom hajl thou made 
them all. No man can find out the work that God 
'iftakethifrom the beginning to the end. Such knowU 
edge is too wonderful for us. It is high ; we cannot 
attdin unto iti 

This wifdom difplayed by the Alniighty in the 
treation^ Was not intended merely to gratify curio- 
fity, and to raife wonder. It ought to beget pro- 
found fubmiflion^ and pious trull, in every heart* 
It is not uncommon for many who fpeak with rap- 
ture of creating wifdom,- to be guiltyj at the fame 
time, oiF arraigning the condu£l of Providence. Ill 
the ftru6lure of the univerfe, they confefs that all is 
goodly and beautiful. But in the government of 
niiman affairs, they can fee nothing but diforder 
and confufion. ^Have they forgotten, that both 
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the one^and the other, proceed from thefame Author? 
Have they forgotten, that he who balanced all the 
heavenly bodies, and adjufted the proportions and 
limits of nature, is the fame who hath allotted them 
their condition in the world, who diftributes the 
tneafures of their profperity and and adverfity, and 
fixes the bounds of their habitation ? li their lot ap- 
pear to them ill forted, and their condition hard 
and unequal, let them only put the queftion to their 
own minds. Whether it l>e mod probable, that the 
great and wife Creator hath erred in his di(lribu« 
tion of human things, or that they have erred in the 
judgment which they form concerning the lot affign- 
ed to them ? Can they believe, that the divine Ar- 
tift, after he had contrived and finiQied this earth, 
the habitation of men, with fuch admirable wifdom, 
would then throw it out of his hands as a negle£led 
work ; would fufFer the affairs of its inhabitants to 
proceed by chance ; and would behold them with- 
out concern, running into mifrule and diforder ? 
Where were then that conGftency of condu£l, 
whicli we difcover in all the works of nature, and 
which we cannot but afcribe to a perfefl Being! 

^My brother ! when thy plans are difappointed, 

and thy heart is ready to defpair ; when virtue is 
oppreffed, and the wicked profper around thee ; 
in thofe moments of difturbance look up to Him 
who created the heaven and the earth ; and confide, 
that he who made light to fpring from primeval 
darknefs, will make order at lad to arife from the 
feeming confufion of the world. 

Had arty one beheld the earth in its ftate of chaos; 
when the elements lay mixed and confuted ; when 
the earth was without form and void % and darknefs 
was on the face of the deep ; would he have believed 
that it was prefently to become fo fair and well 
ordered a globe as we now behold ; illumined with 

the 
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-Ac fpUihddr of the fun, and decoriit^d Wkh all the 
beauty of nature ? The fame powrerful hand, which 
perfefiled the v^ork of creation^ fhall,. in due time, 
difembroil the plans of. Providence. Of creation^ 
we can judge more clearly, becaufe it ftood forth at 
Ooc« 5 it was perfedl from the beginning. But the 
courfe of Providence is progreffive* Time is rei- 
quired for the progreffion to advance ; and before 
it is finilhed, we can form no judgment, or at leaft 
a ytry impcrfefil one,- concerning it. We inuft wait 
juntil the. great era firrive, when the fecrets of the 
univerfe (hall be unfoldfed ; when the divine de- 
figns (hall be cbnfummated ; when Providence 
fhall be brought to the farpe completion which 
xfeation has already attainred. Then, we have 
every reafon to believe, that the wife Creator (hall 
ji{*pear in the end, to have been the wife and jufl 
rutcr of the world. Until that period come, let UvS 
be contented and patient ; let us fubmit and adore. 
Alihougk thoufayejl thou Jhalt not feti him^ yet judg^ 
ment is before him ; therefore trufl thou m him*. 
.This, exhortation will receive more force, when we, 

Iir. Consider ereatloii as a difplay of fupreme 
goodnefs, no lefs than of wifdom and power. It is 
the communication, of numberlefs benefits tb all 
who live, together with exiftence. Juftly is the 
eatth faid to be fM of the gooMefs of the Lord. 
Throughout the whole fyflem of things, we behold 
a manifeft tendency to promote the benefit either 
of the rational, or: the animal creation. In fome 
parts of nature, this tendency may be lefs obvious 
than in others. Objefts, Which to us feenl uCelefs 
' or hiirtfuL, may fometimes occur ; and ftrange it 
were, if in fo vail and complicated a fyftem, diffi- 
tultiea of this kind (hould not occafionally prefent 
themfelvcsto beings^whofe views are fo narrow and 
litTlited as ours. It is well known, that in propor- 
tion as the knowledge of nature has increafed among 
Z 2 men, 

• Job, XXX Y. I|, 
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men^ tliefe difficulties have diminiflied. Satisfac- 
tory accounts have been given bf many perplexing 
appearances. Ufeful and proper purpofes have 
been found to be promoted, by objeds which were, 
at firft, thought unprofitable or noxious. 

Malignant muft be the mind of that perfon ; with 
a diRorted eye he muft have contemplated creation, 
who can fufpefl, that it is not the produdion of in« 
finite benignity and goodnefs. How many clear 
marks of benevolent intention appear every where 
around us ? What a profufion of beauty and oma-- 
.ment is poured forth on the face of nature f What 
a magnificent fpe&acle prefented to the view of 
man ? What fupply contrived for his wants ? What 
a variety of objefts fet before him, to gratify his 
fenfes, to employ his underftanding, to entertain his 
imagination, to cheer and gladden his heart ? In« 
deed, the very exifteuce of the univerle is a ftand* 
ing memorial. of the goodnefs of the Creator. For 
nothing except goodnefs could originally prompt 
creation. The fupreme Being, felf exiftent and all 
fufficient, had no wants which he could feek to fup- 
ply. No new acceffion of felicity or glory was to 
refult to him, from creatures whom he made. It 
was goodnefs communicating and pouring itfelf 
forth, goodnefs delighting to impart happinefs in all 
its forms, which in the beginning created the heaven 
.and the earth. • Hence, thofe innumerable orders 
of living creatures with which the earth is peopled; 
from the loweft clafs of fenfitive being, to the high- 
eft rank of reafon and intelligence. Wherevertherc 
is life, there is fome degree df happinefs ; there are 
enjoyments fuited to the difiFcrent powers of feeling; 
and earth, and air, and water, are with magnificent 
liberality made to teem with life. 

Let thofe ftriking difplays of creating goodnefa 
call forth, on our part, rcfponfive love, gratitude and 

veneration. 
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veneration. To. this great Father of all exiftence 
and lifcj to Him who bath raifed us up to behold 
the light of day, a^d to enjoy all the comforts which 
hi& world prefentSjlet pur hearts fendforth a perpetu* 
ajhyn^n of praifet. Evening and morning let us ce* 
lebrate Him, who makeththe mortiing and the even- 
ing to rejoice oyer our heads ; vfho cpeneth his hand^ 
andfainjieth the Atftrt of tvtry living thing. Let 
us rejoice, that we are brought into a world, which 
is the produftion of infinite goodnefs ; over which a 
f^pxieme intelligence prefides> ; and where nothing 
))appens, th^t was not planned and arranged, from 
th^i beginningy in his decree. Convinced that he 
l]^te]l;h not the works which he hath. made, nor hath 
brought creatures': int6 exiftence merely to fuflfet 
unneceflary pain, let us^ even in the rhidft of forrow> 
receive with calm fubmidion, whatever he is pleafecii 
to fend • thankful for what he beftows ; and fatif; 
fied^ that, withqut good reafon he takes nothing 
away. 

< 

Such, in general, arjethe effe^$ which meditation 
on the creation of the world ought to produce. It 
prcfents fuch an aftonifbing conjunftion of power, 
wifdom^ and gpodnefs, as cannot be beheld withbcitt 
religious veneration. Accordingly, among all na- 
tions of the earth, it has given- rife to religious be*, 
lief and worfhip. The moft ignorant and favage 
' 4;ribes, when they looked round on - the. earth and 
the heavens, could not avoid afcribing their origin 
to fome invifiblb defigningcaufe,and. feeling a pros- 
penfity to adore, They are, indeed, the awful ap:- 
pearances of the Creator's power, by which, chiefly, 
they have been: impreffed ; and. which have intwi. 
duced into their worfhip fo miany rites of dark fu- 
petftition. When the ufual courfe of nature fecm- 
cd to be interrupted ; when loud thunder rolled 
Z 3 above 
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dbove them in the clouds, or earthquakes ftook the 
ground, the multitude fell on their knees, and, with 
trembhng horror, brought forth the bloody facrifici? 
to appeafe the angr)^ divinity. ^But it isnotinthofd 
tremendous appearances of power merely, that a 
good and well inftruded man beholds the Creator 
pf the world. In the conftant and regular working 
of his hands, in the filent operations of his wif^oiA 
and goodnefs, ever going on throughout nature, he 
delights to contemplate and adore him. 

This is one of the chief fruits to be derived from 
that more perfeft knowledge of the Creator, which 
is imparted to us by the Chriftian revelation. = Im- 
prefling our minds with a juft fenfc of all his attri- 
butes, as not wife and great only, but as gracious 
land merciful, let it lead us to view every objeft of 
calm and undifturbed nature, with a perpetual re- 
ference to its Author. We fhall then behold all the 
fcenes ivhich the heavens and the earth prefent,with 
niore refined feelings, and fublimer emotions, than 
they who regard them folcly as objefts of curiofity, 
or amufement. ' Nature will appear animated, and 
enlivened, by the prefence pf its author. When 
the fun rifes or fets in the heavens ; when fpring 
paints the earth, when fummer {bines in its glory, 
when autumn Dours forth its fruits,or winter returns 
in its awful forms, we (ball view the Creator mani- 
ifcfting himfelf in bis works. We ftiall meet his 
prefence in the fields. We fliall feel his irtfluence 
in the cheering beam. We (hall hear his voice in 
the wind. We .fliall behold ourfelves every where 
iurrounded with the glory of that univerfal fpirit, 
who filjs, pervades, and upholds all. We fliall livp 
in. the world as in a great and auguft temple ; where 
the prefence of the divinity, who inhabits it, infpires 
devotion. 
^ Magnificent 
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Magnificent as the fabric of the world is, it was 
not, however, intended for perpetual duration. It 
was erefted as a temporary habitation for a race of 
beings, who, after afting there a probationary part, 
were to be removed into a higher ftate of e^iftence. 
As there was an hour fixed from all eternity for its 
creation, fo there is an hour fixed for its diflblution ; 
when the heavens and the earth (hall pafs ^way, 
and their place fliall know them no more. The con- 
fideration of this great event, as the counterpart to 
the work of creation, fliall be the fubjedl of the fol- 
lowing Difcburfe. 
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SERMON XXVIII. 

On the D1SS6LUTION of the Worlo. 



9 PETER, iii. tp. 

Bt^t the day of the Lord will coyne as a thief in thf 

night ; in which the heavens fhall pafs away with a 

'great noife, and the elements fhall melt with fer^ 

vent heat ; the earth alfo, and the works that arc 

therdn^fiall be burnt uf. 

1 HESE words prefent to us an awful view 
of the final cataftrophe of the world. Having 
treated, in the preceding Difcourfe, of the com- 
mcncemeht, let us now contemplate the clofe, of 
all human things* The diflblution of the material 
fyftem is an article of our faith, often alluded to m 
the Old Teftament, clearly predi£led in the New. 
It is an article of faith fo far from being incredible, 
that many appearances in nature lead to the belief 
of it. We fee all terreftrial fubftances chang. 
ing their form. Nothing that conlifts of matter, 
is formed for perpetual duration. Every thing; 
around us^ is impaired and confumed by time ; 
*" ■■*■ ••''*'= waxes * 
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waxes old by, degrees, and tend^ to decay. There is 
ttdiion^ therefore, to believe^ that a ftrudlure fo coai« 
cjejc as the world, muft be liable to the fame law ; 
and flhall, at fome period, undergo, the fame fate, — - 
irhirough many changes the earth has already paffed ; 
many fliocks it has received, and flill is often re. 
ceiving. A great portion of what is now dry land 
appears, 'from various tokens, jto have been once 
covered with water. Continents bear the marks 
of having been violently rent, and torn afunder 
fnxn one anpther. New iflands have Tifen from 
the bottom of t;he ocean ; thrown up by the force 
pf fubterrat^eous fire. Formidable earthquakes 
have, in divers quarters, Ihaken. the globe ; and at 
this hour terrify with their alarms, many parts of 
it. Burning mountains have, for ages, been difcharg. 
iQg torrents of flame ; aqd from time to time renew 
their explofions, in various regions. All thefc cir- 
cumft^nces (how, that in the bowels of the earth, 
the inftruments of its diflblution are formed. To 
pur view, who behold only its furface, it may ap- 
pear firm and unlhaken ; while its de(lru6lion is 
preparing in fecret. The ground on which we tread 
15 underrmned. Combu^ible materials are ftored. 
The train is laid. When the inine is to fpring, none 
pf us can forefee. 

Accu domed to behold the courfe of nature pro* 
ceeding in regular order, we indulge nfieanwhile our 
pleafures and purfuits with full fecurity • and fucb 
awful fcenes as the convulfion of the elements, and 
the dilTolution of the world, are foreign to our 
thoughts. Yet as it is certain that fome generation 
of men muft witnefs this great cataftrophe, it is fit 
and proper that we (hould fometimes look forward 
to it. Such profpeds may not, indeed, be alluring 
to the bulk of men. But they carry a grandeur and 
iolemnity, which are congenial to fome of the moflr 

dignified 
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dignified feelings in our nature ; and tend to pro-' 
duce elevation of thought. Amidft the circle oF 
levities and follies, of little plcafures and little cares, 
which 'fill up the ordinary round of life, it i$ neccf- 
fary that we be occafionally' excited to attend to 
what is ferious and great.' ' Sttch events as are now 
to be the fubje6l of our meditation, awake the flum- 
bering mind ; check the liccntioufhefs of idle 
thought ; and bring home our recalledlion to what 
mod concerns us, as men and Chriflians. 

Let us think what aftonilhment would have fil. 
led our minds, and what devpiit emotions would 
ha\'c fwelled our hearts, if we could have been fpec- 
tators of the creation of the world ; if we had fcen 
the earth when it arofe at firft without form and voidy 
and beheld its parts arranged by the divine word ; 
if we had heard the voice of the Almighty, calling 
light to fpring forth from the darhnefs that was on 
thtjact of the deep ; if we had feen the fun arifing, 
for the firft time, in the eaft with majeftic glory ; 
and all nature inftantly beginning to teem with life. 
This wonderful fcene, it was impoffible that any 
hiiman eye could behold. It was a fpe6lacle af- 
forded only to angels, and fuperiour fpirits. But 
to a fpedacle no lefs aftonifhing, the final diflblu- 
tion of the world, we know there (hall be many hu- 
man witneffes. The race of men living in that laft 
age, (hall fee the prefages of the approaching fatal 
day. There fhall bejigns in thejun, as the Scrip, 
ture informs us, andjigns in the moon, and Jiars ; 
upon the earth, dijlrefs of nations ^ with perplexity ; 
the fea and the waves roaring*. They fhall clearly 
perceive, that univerfal nature is tending to ruin\ 
They Qiall feel the globe (hake ; fliall behold their 
cities fall • and the final conflagration begin to kin- 
dle around them. Realifing then this awful fcene; 

imagining ourfelvcs to be already fpeflators of itj^ 
Jet us, 

I. Contemplate 

• Luke, xxi. 25. 
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I. Contemplate the Supreme Being direS- 
ing the difiblution, as he dirtfltd the original forma- 
tion, of the world. He is the great agent in this 
wonderful iranfaftion. It was by him forefeen. It 
was by him intended ; it entered into his plan from' 
the moment of creation. This world was deflined 
from the beginning to fulfil a certain period ; and 
then its duration was to terminate. Not that it is 
any pleafure to the almighty, to difplay his omni. 
potencc in deftroying the works which he has made ; 
bat as for wife and good purpofes the earth was 
formed, fo for wife -and good ends tt isdiffolved, 
when the time moft proper for its termination i^ 
come* He who, in the counfels of his Providence, 
brings about fo many revolutions among mankind ; 
who changcth the times and the feafons ; who raifes 
up empires to rule in fucceffion, among the nations, 
and at his pleafure puts an end to their glory • hath 
alfo fixed a term for the earth itfelf, the feat of all 
human greatnefs. He few it meet, that after the 
probationary courfe was finilhed, which the gene- 
rations of men were to accomplifh, their prefent ha- 
bitation (hould be made to pafs away. Of the fea- 
fonablenefs of the period when this change Ihould 
take place, no being can judge except the Lord of 
the uniyeffe. 1 hefe are counfels, into which it is 
fiot ours to penetrate. But amidft this great re- 
volution of nature, pur comfort is, that it is a revo- 
lution brought about by Him, the meafures of whofe 
government arc all founded in goodnefs. 

It is called in the text, the day oj the Lord ; a 
day peculiarly his, as known to him only ; a day 
in which he fliall appear with uncommon and tre- 
mendous ipajefty. But though it be the day of the 
terrors of the Lord, yet from thefe terrors, his up- 
right and faithful fiibjefts fhall have pothing to ap-. 

prehend. 
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prebend. They may remain iafe and quiet fpefla^ 
tors of thejfehfeateping fcene. For it is not to be a: 
fcene of blind confuiion ; of univerfai ruin^ brought 
about by tindeiigning chance. Over the Ihock of 
the elements^ and the wreck of nature^ Eternal Wif^ 
dom pre fides. According to its dire6lion^.the con«> 
fiagration advances which is to confume the earth. 
Amidft every convuiiion of the worlds God fhalL 
continue to his, a^ be was from the beginning^ the 
dwelling place of h isfervants to all generations^ The. 
world may be loft to them; but the ruler of the 
world is ever the fame, unchangeably good and juft. 
This is the high tower to which tbey can fly, and be. 
fafe. The righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs ; and, 
under every period of bis- government, his counter 
nance beholdeth the uprights 

. . 
II. L£T US contemplate the diftolution of the 
world, as the end of all human glory. This, eaitb 
has been the theatre of many a great fpe£lacle, and 
many a high atchievement. There, the wife have 
ruled, the mighty have fought, and conquerors have 
triumphed. Its furface has been covered with 
pround and ftalely cities. Its temples and peaces 
ha-ve rat fed their heads to the ikies. Its kings 
and potentates, glorying in their magnificence, have 
erefted pyramids, conftru£led towers, founded mo*- 
numents, which they imagined. were to defy all the 
aflfaults of ti^ne. Their inward thought was^ that 
their houfes were to continue for ever^ and there dwtU 
ling places to all generations. Its philofophers have 
explored the fecrets qf nature ; and flattered tbemw 
felves, that the fame of their difcoveries was to he 

immortal. Alas ! all this was no more than a 

trancient fliow. Not only thcfajhion of the worlds 
but the world itfelf, pajfeth away. The day com-* 

etl^ 
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tth, when all the^lory of this world fhallbe remem- 
bered, only as a dream when one awaketh. No lon- 
ger fliall the earth exhibit any of thofe fcenes which 
now d«Hght our ^yts. The whole beautiful fabric 
is thrown down, never more to arifei As foon as 
-the jdeftroying angel has founded the laft trumpet, 
the everlafting mountains fall ; the foundations of 
the world are fliaken ; the beauties of nature, the 
decorations of art, the labours of induftry, perilh in 
one common dame. The globe itfelf fliall eitbei" 
return into its ancient chaos, withov^t form and void i 
or like a ft ar fall en 'from the heavens, fliall be effac- 
ed from the univerfe, and i^flactjhall know it no 



more. 



Tnis day of the Lord, it is foretold in the text, 
will come as a thief in the night ; that is, fudden and 
ttnexpcfted. Mankind, notwithftanding the pre- 
sages given them, fliall continue to the laft in their 
wonted fecurity. Our Saviour tells us, that as in 
the days of Noah before the floods they were eating and 
drinking^ marrying and giving in marriage^ until the 
flood camey and took them all away ; fofhall alfo tht 

coming of the Son of Man ie*. How many pro^ 

jefts and defigns fliall that day fuddenly confound ? 
What long contrived fchemes of pleafure fliall it 
overthrow ? What plans of cunning and am- 
bition fliall it utterly blaft ? How miferable they, 
whom it fliall overtake in the midft of dark confpi- 
racies, of criminal deeds, or profligate pleafures ? 
In what ftrong colours is their difmay painted, when 
they are reprefented in the book ^f Revelations, as 
calling to the hills end mountains to fall on them and 
cover them .^ ■ Such defcriptions are apt to be 
•onfidered as exaggerated. The impreffion of thofe ' 
awful events is weakened by the great diftance of 

time, 
• Matt, xiir. 38. 
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time, at which our imagination places them. But 
have not we had a ftriking image fet before us, ia 
our own age, of the terrors which the day of the 
Lord {hall produce, by thofe partial ruins of the 
world, which the vifitation of God has brought on 
countries well known, and not removed very far 
from burfelves ? When, in the midft of peace, opu- 
lence, and fecurity, fuddenly the earth was felt by 
the terrified inhabitants to tremble, with violent agi- 
tation, below them ; when their houfes began to 
(hake over their heads, and to overwhelm them with 
ruins ; the flood, at the fame time, to rife from its 
bed, and to fwell around them ; when encompaffed 
with univerfal defolacton, no friend could aid ano* 
ther ; no profpeft of efcape appeared ; no place 
of refuge remained ; how iimilar were fuch 
fcencs of deftru£iion to the terrors of the laft day ? 
What fimilar fenfations of dread, and remorfe, and 
too late repentance, muft they have excited among 
the guilty and profane ?" 

To fuch formidable convulfions of nature, we, in 
thefe happy iflands, through the bleffing of Heaven, 
are ftrangers ; and flrangers to them may we long 
continue ! But however we may efcape partial ruins 
of the globe, in its general and final ruin we alfo 
muft be involved. To us muft come at laft that 
awful day, when the fun (hall for the laft time arife, 
tb perform his concluding circuit round the world. 
They how bleft, whom that day ftiall find employed 
in religious a6ts, or virtuous deeds ; in the confcien- 
tiousdifchargeof the duties of life; in the exercifeof 
due preparation for the conclulion of human things, 
and for appearing before the great Judge of the 
World ! Let us now, 

III. Contemplate the foul of mari, as re- 
maining unhurt in the midft of this general defohm 

tion» 
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tion, when the whole animal creation periChes, and 
the whole frame of nature falls into ruins. What 
a high idea does this prefent, of the dignity pertain- 
ing to the rational fpirit ! The world may fall back 
into thaos 5 but, fuperior to matter, and independ- 
ent of all the changes of material things^ the foul 
continues the fame. When the heavens pafs away 
with a great noijey and the elements melt with fervent 
heat^ the foul of man, ftattiped for immortality, re- 
tains its (late unimpaired ; and is capable of flou-* 
rifhing in undecaying youth arid vigour. Very dif- 
ferent indeed the condition of human fpirits, is to be, 
according as their different qualities have marked, 
and prepared them, for different future manfions. 
But for futurity, they are all deftined. Exiftence, 
Hill, is theirs. The capacity of permanent' felicity 
they all poffefs ; and, if they enjoy it not, it is ow- 
ing to themfelves. 

Here, then, let us behold what is the true honour 
and excellence of man. It confifts not in his body • 
which, beautiful or vigorous as it may now fe^m,is 
fto other than a fabric of duft, quickly to return to 
duft again. It is not derived from any connexion 
he can form with earthly things ; which, as we have 
feen, are all doomed to perifh. It confids in that 
thinking part, which is fufceptible of intelle6lual 
improvement and moral worth ; which was formed 
after the image of God ; which is capable of perpe- 
tual progrefs in drawing nearer to his nature ; and 
(hall partake of the divine eternity, when time and 
the world (hall be no more. This is all that is ref- 
peftablc in man. By this alone, he is raifed above 
perifhable fubftances, and allied to thofe that are ce- 
leftial and immortal. This part of our nature, then, 
let us cultivate with care ; and, on its improvement, 
reft our felf eftimation. If, on the contrary, fufFer- 
ilig ourfelves to be wholly immerfed in matter, 

plunged 
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plutigfd in the dregs of fcnfuality, we behave as if 
we were only made for the body and its animal 
pleafurcs, how degenerate and bafe do we become ? . 
Deftined to furvive this whole material fyftcm/fent 
forth to run the race of immortality and glory, (hall 
we thus abufe our Maker*s goodnefs, degrade our 
original honour, and fink ourfelves into deferved 
ttiifcry ? It remains, that, 

IV. We contemplate the diflblution of the worlds 
as the introduftion to a greater and nobler fyftem, 
in the government of God. ff^e, according to his 
prcmife, look for new heavens and a new earthy whtre^ 
in dwelleth righteoufnefs*. Temporal things ar^e 
now to give place to things eternal. To this earth- 
ly habitation is to fucceed the city of the living God. 
The earth had completed the purpofe for which it 
was created. It had been employed as a theatre, 
on which the human generations were fucceffively 
to come forth, and to fulfil their terra of trial. As 
long as the period 6f trial continued, much obfcurity 
was of courfe to cover the counfels of Providence. 
It was appointed, that all things fhould appear, as 
Coming alike to all ; that the righteous fliould feem 
often neglefted by Heaven, and the wicked be al- 
lowed externally to profper ; in order that virtue 
and piety might undergo a proper tell ; that it might 
be ihown who were fincere adherents to confcienccg 
and who were mere followers of fortune. The day 
which terminates the duration of the world, termi-* 
Hates all thofe feeming diforders. The time of tri- 
al is concluded. The final difcrimination of cha* 
rafters is made. When the righteous go into ever-* 
lading happinefs, and the wicked are difmifled iftto 
the regions of puniftlment, the whole myftery of 
human a^airs is iiiiravelled ; and the condu£l of 
Providence is juftified to man* 

Suited 

• 2 Peter iii. 13. 
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Suited to a condition of trial was the Hate and 
form of the world which we now inhabit. It was 
not dcligned to be a manfion for innocent and hap^ 
py rpirits ; but a dwelling for creatures of fallen na- 
ture, and of mixed charafters. Hence, thofe mix- 
tures of pleafure arid pain, of diforder and beauty, 
with which it abounds. Hence, fome regions of the 
earth prefenting gay and pleafing fcenes ; others^ 
exhibiting nothing but ruggedncfs and deformity ; 
the face of nature, fometimes brightened by a ferene- 
atmofphere, and a fplendid fun ; fometimes disfig- 
ured by jarring elepients, and overcaft with troubled 
Ikies. But far unlike fhall be the everlafting habi^ 
tatiops of the juft. Though how they are formed, 
or what objefts they contain, is not given us now 
to conceive ; nor, in all probability, would our fac- 
ulties be equal to the conception ; the emblemati- 
cal defcriptions of them in Scripture are calculated 
to excite hi^h ideas of magnificence and glory. This 
one particular we know with certainty, that therein 
dwelleth righteoufnefs ; that is, coniplete virtue and 
eternal order ; and wherever thefe are found, the 
moft perfeQ; fources are opened of joy and blifs. 
This earth was never intended for more than the 
outer court, the porch, through which the righteous 
were to pafs into the temple and fanftuary of the 
Divinity, When that which is perfeH is come, that 
rvhich is in partjhall be done away. 

The inference which follows from what has been 
faid on this fubjeft, cantiot be fo well expreffed as 
in the words of the Apoftle,in the verfe immediately 
following the text ; Seeing that all thefe things Jhall 
he dijfolved, what manner of ferfons ought we to be in 
all holy converfation and godlinefs ? Ought not the 
important difcoveries which have been made to u§ 
of the defigns of the Almighty, and of the deftiny 

VoL.IL Aa ^ ^ of 
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of man, to exalt our fentiments, and to purify our 
life from what is vicious or vain ? While we purfue 
the bufinefs and cares of our prefent (lation, and 
partake of the innocent pleafures which the world 
affords, let us maintain that dignity of charafter, 
^hich becomes immortal beings ; let us zGt with 
that circumfpeftion, which becomes thofe who 
know they are foon to (land before the judgment 
ieat of the Son of God : In a word, let us ftudy to 
be what we would wifh to be found, if to us the 
day of the Lord (hould come, 

I KNOW it tvill occur, that the profpeft of that 
day cannot be expeflked to have much influence on 
the prefent age. The events of which I have treaU 
ed,tnufl: needs, it will be faid, belong to fome future 
race of men. Many prophecies yet remain to be 
fulfilled. Many preparatory events rauft take place^ 
before the world is ripe for final judgment. — Whe- 
ther this be the cafe or not, none of us with certainty 

know. rBnt allow me to remind you, that to each . 

of us, an event is approaching, and not far diflant, 
which Ihall prove of the fame effeft with the coming 
of the day of the Lord. The day of death is, to 
every individual, the fame as the day of the diffolu- 
tion of the world. The fun may continue to fliine ; 
i5ut to them who are laid in the grave, his light is 
finally extinguifhed. The world may remain ac- 
tive, bufy, and noify ; but to them all is filence. 
The voice which gives the mandate. Return again 
to your dujy is thie ume with the found of the laft 
trumpet. Death fixes the doom of every one, fi- 
nally and irrevocably. This furely is an event 
which none of us can remove in our thoughts to a 
remote agel Tomorrow, today, the fatal mandate 
may be iffued. Watch there/ore ; befober and vU- 
gilant ; ye know not at what hour the Son of Man 
fometh. y Havxi^q 
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Having novr treated both of the creation and 
diflblution of the world, I cannot conclude without 
calling your thoughts to the magnificent view, which 
thefe events give us, of the kingdom and dominion 
of the Almighty. With reverence we contemplate 
his hand in the fignal difpenfations of providence 
among men ; deciding the fate of battles ; raifing 
up, or overthrowing, empires ; calling down the 
proud, and lifting the low from the dud. But what 
are fuch occurrences to the power and wifdom,which 
He difpiays in the higher revolutions of the univerfe ; 
by his word, forming or difiblving worlds ; at his 
pleafure, tranfplanting his creatures from one worldv 
to another ; that he may carry on new plans of wif* 
dom and goodnefs, and fill all fpace with the won- 
ders of creation ! Succeffive generations of mtn 
have arifen to polfefa the earth. By turns they have 
pafled away, and gone into regions unknown. Us 
he hath raifed up, to occupy their room. We too 
Ihall fliortly difappear. But human exiftence ne^ 
ver periflies. Life only changes its form, and is 
renewed. Creation is ever filling, but never full. 
When the whole intended courfe of the generations 
of men ihall be finiihed, then, as a fhepherd leads 
his flock from one pafture to another, fo the great 
Creator leads forth the fouls which he has made, 
into new and prepared abodes of life. They go 
from this earth to a new earth, and new heavens ; 
and ftill they remove, only from one province of 
the divine dominion to another. Amidft all thofe 
changes of nature, the great Ruler himfelf remains, 
- tvithout variabknefs orjhadow 6j turning. To him, 
thefe fucceffive revolutions of being are but as yef- 
ttrday when it is pajt. From his eternal throne, he 
beholds worlds rifing and palling away ; meafures 
out, to the creatures who inhabit them, powers and 
fqcjil^ies fuited to their Hate ^ and diftributes among 

them 
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them reivards and punifiinients, proportioned to 

their a£lions. What an aftonilhing view do fuch 

meditations a£Ford of the kingdom of God ; infinite 
in its extent ; everlafting in its duration ; exhibit- 
ing, in cvejy period, the reign of perfeft righteouf- 
ncfs and wifdom ! Who by fearching can find out 
God ? who canjind out the Almighty to ptrfcBion ? 
Great and marvellous are all thy works. Lord God 
Almighty ! Jujl and true are all thy ways, thou Ktng^ 
of Jaints ! 
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